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PREFACE. 


Tur abuſe of the repreſentation of the people in par: 
liament being ſo great as to have impreſſed all parties 
and profeſſions, with a conviction of a reform being 
indiſpenſable, ſuggeſted the idea of publiſhing this 
Hiſtory of the Boroughs of Great Britain. The limi- 
ted right of election in corporations; the inconſiſtency 
of the principles on which it is granted in different bo- 
rouglis; the abſurdity of repreſenting places, vhete 
te repreſented are not to be found; the equivocal 

_ determinations reſpecting voters, and the arbitrary 
nature of thus ſecluding all- towns from a ſhare in the 
legiſlature, unleſs admitted by an excluſive charter, 
or act of parliament; are greivances that have deen 
long felt, but never yet particularly aſcertained, Theſe 
great abuſes have come before the houſe of Commons 
and committees, in various ſhapes of complaint, and in 
publiſhed caſes, that have done their learned editors the 


| PAY honour ; but they have never yet been fyſtemati- | | 
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were preſented to parliament for redreſs, they have been 


publiſhed ; but as they are ſcattered in the works of diffe- 
tent writers, the information of conſtitutional abuſe 


which they afford, is too divided for the mind to form 
a complete idea of its aggregate enormity. Although 
the caſes of Glanville, Douglas, Luders, and Fraſer, are 
the beſt of references for the learned profeſſion, and for 
members of the ligiſlature, in all circumſtances relating 
w clection conteſt, yet, for the public in general, they 
are too abſtraR, copious, and unconnected.—It was 
therefore our deſign to collect the variety of theſe abuſes, 
in our repreſentation into as obvious, diſtin, and conciſe 
a view, as the great extent of the ſubject would poſſibly 
admit. Caſes upon material points are ſtated, but as 
briefly as the importance of the matter would permit. 
Where the pleadings of counſel! have illuſtrated great 


Points in corporation and tenure law, they are inſerted 


as much in detail as the limits of the work would allow; 
but, when they have appeared leſs material, they have 
rejefted, not as being ſuperfluous, but to afford room for 
matter more immediately neceſſary. : 


. Ges a bs 


availed ourſelves of the different caſes publiſhed reſpec- 
ting deQting conteſts, it may be neceflary to ſay a few | 
words on the means we have taken to render the Hiſtory 
ofthe Boroughs as uſeful to the public in general, as it 


- e. o 


As it . ſerve political parties, flatter 
corporations, or ſupport corruption, but to inform the 
nation of the nature of the grievances ſo neceſſary to 
remove, the greateſt pains have been taken, firſt, to aſcer- 
our rights, and then impartially to ſtate their infringements. 
As a work of reference, we have arranged, i in diſtin 
| heads, whatever relates to each borough reſpectively, as 

local information may be neceſſary to ſuch as may have ö 
an individual intereſt or concern in any of the counties, 
cities, or boroughs. The firſt eſtabliſhment, alternation, 


and conſtitution of evry town corporate, original repre- 


, ſentation, right of election, mode of corrupting voters, 
their number, returning officers, patrons, and political 
character, are given with every attention to correct erro- 
neous ſtatements, and to afford an explicit, accurate, and 
and impartial view of borough-repreſentation, And to 


render the work as intereſting as poſſible, the moſt re- 


markable political caſes and occurences relative to the 
counties, cities, & c. are added to ſuch as they concern. 
Cre w's Hiſtory of Boroughs being too voluminous 
for the public in general, and Willis's Notitia Parliamen- 
taria being too conciſe, erroneous, and deficient, to afford. 
ſatisfaction for political enquiry, we have endeavoured i to 
ſupply the defects of the latter, without being guilty of 
the prolixity of the former. To avoid the. confuſion E 

arifing from the manner in which Willis has related 
different heads i in one ſhort paragraph, we have made _ 

diſtinct titles to each ſubject of a borough, and which are - 
diſtinguiſhed by ſmall capitals. By this means, whatever. 
ES relates 
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relmes to the relpective ſpecies of corporation and elec- 
tion information, may he ſeen, — 


WC: . 
POLITICAL CHARACTER. 
vs 
CORPORATION. 
> 3˙ 5 
RIGHT" OF ELECTION, 
.+ 
NUMBER OF VOTERS. 
5 
m RETURNING OFFICERS, 
f | 
| | 6. 
PATRON, | 


The firſt head contains thoſe 8 of in- 
dependence or ſubjection, which characterize every 
borough, from its being preſcriptive or corporate, 
free or dependent on ariſtocracy, or having its ele&ive 
franchiſes limited to a few, or extended to the com- 

The ſecond contains the date and conſtitution of every. 

| charter, by which every corporate city and borough were 
veſted with theſe excluſive privileges. The municipal 

officers are particulariſed, and any parliamentary deciſion 

Rated, that materially relates to the privileges or the 

elabliſkment in any of the ſajd cities or boroughs. 

The 
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The third contains all the reſolutions, and the moſt 
important caſes that have paſſed the houſe, or committees, 
relative to the right of voting. Where no reſolution 


has paſſed the houſe reſpecting elective franchiſe, the. 


; right, as practiſed and acknowledged, is inſerted. In 

this part, we have had occaſion to correct many errors 
that have eſcaped _— authors who have written on 
NO N 


The fourth contains che number of voters, aſcertained 


moſtly from perſonal experience, and ſome from a ſight 


of the reſpective poll- books, We therefore hope, in 


this eſſential part of election information, to receive 
that confidence it was our anxious efforts to deſerve. 


The fifth contains the returning officer in each city 


and borough; and as material influence has attached to 
the department of this office, in elections, the greateſt 


care has been taken to ſtate in whom the power is veſted. 


The ſixth contains the name of chat perſon or perſons, 


who from feudal eſtabliſhment, perſonal acquaintance, / 


miniſterial connexion , or landed property in the vicinity, 
has that influence, which, from the obodiencè it com- 


mands from obſequious voters, is termed elective 
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INTRODUCTION, 


PREVIOUS to giving an hiſtorical detail of the 
parliamentary abuſes ariſing from the corrupt 
ſtate of borough repreſentation, it is ne to 
eſtabliſh the free principle of our legiſlation. Be- 
fore the ſources and ſtreams of oppreſſion are 
traced, our original right ſhould be aſcertained. 
It is impoſſible to know the extent of an evil, but 
by comparing it with the bleſſing it either injures 
or deſtroys. Nor can the cure be effected without 
conſidering the conſtitution of the patient. Thus, 
in all political as well as phyſical grievances, we 
ſhould recur to the original nature of the conſtitu- 
tion, before we even ſuggeſt, and much leſs apply, 
the remedy. By too haſty a deſire to reform, de- 
ſtruction may enſue. To allay, therefore, the heat of 
party, to prepare the public mind for deliberate 
inveſtigation, and to prove that our liberties may 
be renovated without the deſtruction of the conſti- 
tution or perſonal ſacrifice, is the immediate 
"RY ED purpoſe 


8 INTRODUCTION 


Es of cur preſent enquiry into the firſt eſta- 
bliſhmenrt of our liberries, by a free, equal, and en- 
tire repreſentation of the people. 
Parliament is derived from Parlement, which 
is the name the Normans gave to our national 
afſemblies. The word itſelf being derived from 
parler, i. e. to ſpeak, implies an aſſembly appro- 
priated for ſpeaking, or debating. Andas it was, 
and is furnmoned by writs from the king, pro 
quidus, erduis & wrgentibus negotiis nos, flat. & de- 
Jenfimem regi neſtri& eccleſ. Anglic. concernent, upon 
fore arduous and urgent bufineſs concerning the 
king, ſtate and defence of the kingdom and eſta- 
bliſhed church, it is evident the intention of par- 
Hament is to collect the ſenſe of the people on 
what relates, not only to the king—but to their 
— — Wee. : 
- Parliament, according to that great ſecretary 
| and privy counſellor, Sir Thomas Smith, has 
power to repeal old laws, and tocftabliſh new; to 
regulare times preſeat and future; to decide on 
«ll matters of property; to legitimate the ſpurious ; 
ww wſabliſh public worſhip ; to determine the 
royal faccefſion; to decide on all controverſies 
without appeal, where there is no other law to 
yodge ; to levy raxes; to pardon offenders; to 


Tepport che oppreſſed, and to puniſh the oppreſ- 


ſor + 
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ſor; to R's life and death; TY in a word, 
to perform whatever could be done by the cemitia 
centuriata or iribunitia, i. e. all the people of Rome. 
The above is their active power. Their conſti- : 
tuent power, according to the ſame authority, con- 
ſiſts in every Engliſhman, from the prince to the 
peaſant, and of whatever ſtate, dignity, or qua- 
lity, poſfeſſing the right of being preſent in par- 
liament either in perſon or by procuration or 
attorney ; and the conſent of the parliament is 
underſtood to be every man's conſent. 
By the privileges of parliament, we mean the 
free, uninfluenced, and uncontrouled exerciſe of 
that power with which they are inveſted by 
their conſtituents. It is not meant here to eſta- 
bliſh that abuſe of the lex et conſucindo parliamenti, 
by which they have ſeen them arrogate privileges, 
neither granted by the people, or even ſanctioned 
by the conſtitution. For, certainly, Burgh is juſt 
in obſerving, that to protect, exclude and expel 
their own members; to decide their own cauſes ; 
proſecute, arreſt, impriſon, reprimand, or fine 
their employers at their arbitrary pleaſure, is 
trampling on Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights. 
he chief and imaſt ſacred privileges of the com- 
mons is chat which ſecures them from the power 
| of che CIOWN. Keeping this privilege 1nviolate 
. Pere 
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| preſerves the independence of parliament, and, 

conſequently, the freedom of the conſtitution. 
And, as one effectual means of ſecuring this pri- 
vilege, the commons, A. D. 1541, protected 
themſelves from arreſt for debt by writ from the 
ſpeaker, which was done before by a writ from the 
Chancellor. Had they been at the mercy of cre- 
ditors, arreſting them might have been uſed as a 
ate-engine to prevent their attendance in parlia- 
ment, when their preſence was indiſpenſibly neceſ- 

fary to guard the rights of their conſtituents. But 
although the power and privilege of our repreſen- 
tatives have been deſcribed as almoſt illimitable, 
yet they are as amenable to the laws, as any - 
other ſubject of the realm, in what relates to felo- 
ny, breach of the peace, or treaſon. No aſſump. 
tion of privilege can ſhield them from the proſecu- 
tion they may, in cither of the above inſtances, 

+ Inanſwer to ſuch as aſſert, that the commons of 
England were no part of the ancient Commune 
Guam before the 49th of Henry the Third, 
and that it was the ⁊ introduced by rebellion, it 
will be here endeavoured to prove, that theM:ckle- 
gemote, Wittena-gemote, Communi Cuncilium, Baronai«- 
gum Anglie, were chiefly conſtituted by the com- 
mons or people of England during the time of the 
_ «Britons and Saxons. 


:- Although | 
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Although the government of the Britons is 
rather obſcure, from time having obliterated moſt 
of thoſe few records their own want of literature 
had left behind them, yet Gz/ar, Tacitus, Diompſius, 
Caſſius, and others, have left ſufficient teſtimonies 
of their freedom. Spelman ſays, the Britons | 
had their Commune Concilium, or parliament, which 
they called Kyfr-y-1ben, from their laws being 
formed in that Aſſembly. And when Lucius ſent 
to pope Elutherius for the Roman laws, the pope, 
not ignorant of the Britiſh conſtitution, wrote him 
an anſwer to the following purport : Thou baſt al- 
moſt every page of them in thy kingdom. From them, 
Ey the grace of God, by the council of thy kingdom, take 
the law, and by that power of God, rule thy kingdom of 
Britain. And as a farther evidence that the 
| Britons had not only political, but municipal 
laws, Bede ſays, here were in Brilain twenty-cight 
cities, formerly the moſt diſtinguiſhed, beſides inuumera- 
Le cafiles that were defended by walls, towers, ports, 
and barred gates. = 

TH1s authority demonſtrates, that they were 
not then an itinerant people, as ſome have ima- 
gined, wandering in tribes without government, 
or ſettled habitations. On the contrary, they 
are thus proved to have made ſuch conſidera- 
ble progreſs in civilization, as to have formed a 
b 3 government, 
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government, eſtabliſhed communities, and to have 
_ fortified themſelves by caſtles, like every other 
country in which civil ſociety has been cſtabliſh- 
ed; for, whenever focial compacts raiſe an idea 
of property, caſtles are generally built for its de- 
fence. | = 
The Saxon exerciſe of conſtituting their wi//ena- 
gemotes and mickle-gemotes, which were ſubverted 
by the feudal tenures, eſtabliſhed by the Normans, 
was only a continuance of the . y- ben, or po- 
pular afſemblies of the Britons, as improved by 
their intercourſe with the Romans; their own 
cuſtoms of forming laws by general councils being 
congenial with thoſe they found in their newly 
acquired territory, they had only to change their 
name and not their nature. Thus was the Britiſh 
appellation of their public meetings altered to that 
_ of the Saxon. The aſſembly of the people them... 
felves, was called, as before obſerved, the mickle- 
gemote, the council of the many. And the 
Aﬀembly of the repreſentatives, was called the 
wiltena-gemote, the council of the prudent ! The 
honourable epithet atrached to the latter popular 
meeting, proves that prudence was the firſt and 
moſt eſſential qualification of a Saxon repreſenta- 
Dontno the Saxon heptarchy, we have ſeveral 


inſtances 
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inſtance recorded of theſe wittena- gemotes be- 

ing held for the enacting of laws, regulating pub- 
lic concerns, and adviſing on every matter rela- 
tive to the whole community. 

Tux property of the land was certainly the 
unalienable right of that whole collective body 
of freemen which compoſed the armies of our 
Saxon conquerors. Each ſoldier was not only a 
voluntary aſſociate, but a co- partner in the ha- 
zard of their lives, and confequently the reward 
in attending their victories. Although, under a 
general commander, they were equally free and 
independent with himſelf, and had as juſt a 
claim to their portion of the conquered lands as 
their leader. For their wars were not under. 
taken, like thoſe of modern date, at the caprice 
or ambition of one man, or rather monſter, who 
thus ſacrifices for a whim, and ſometimes even 

for the extenſion of tyranny, millions of lives 

and treaſure, before his ſanguinary thirſt is ſated. 

Enured to toil, hardſhip, and neceſſi ity, war was 
their profeſſion, w | which ſtimulated them to the 
conqueſt of countries where nature, more boun- 
teous than in their own, invited their ſettlement ; 
thus all had one common danger and intereſt, 
OO” in the fame enterprize, they claimed and 

+- ſhared 
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ſhared the ſame emoluments as their generals, ex. 

cept the latter having a greater portion according 
to their reſpective ranks. The general, aſſiſted by 

the princes and chief-officers, divided, therefore, 
the conquered land into as many portions as 
there were corps of different provinces among 
the victors. Theſe portions were ſubdivided 


among the ſeveral families and individuals com- 


poling cach corps, according to their merit, dig- 
nity, and neceſſity. Thus every tribe held his 
polſeſſion independent of the reſt, except being 


 GubjeRt to the ſame civil government which they 


had brought with them from Germany. The 
larger diviſions conſtituted the pagi, and 
the lefſer formed ſo many trithings, hundreds 
and tythings, each under its own ealdorman, 
or proper officer, from the regiments being com- 
poſed of ſuch proportionate diſtinct numbers as 
tens, hundreds, and thouſands. For, in their 
military expeditions, the forces of every province 
always marched and fought by themſelves. And 
each tribe, or provincial force, is deſcribed to 


| have been regularly divided into diſtinct corps 


of ten, a hundred, and a thouſand men. To 
this conſtitution of their armies, and the conſe- 
quent ſubdiviſion of the lands they acquired 
by conqueſts, may be attributed the origin of 

' dividing 
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dividing our ſhires and counties into thoſe di- 

viſions which ſeem to have been falſely attribu- 
ted to the regulation of Alfred. That it was a 
German inſtitution, appears from the ſame divi- 
ſion of lands being made in other countries, 
where thoſe northern warriors eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelves. For tythings and hundreds were not only 
known in Italy, but are recorded to have been 

there long before the days of Alfred. 
It being one of the chief objects of this work, 
to aſcertain the rights we poſſeſſed by the firſt | 
eſtabliſhment of our government, it is neceſſary 
to prove that copyholders, who are ſo numerous, 
and a reſpectable body in this country, have an 
equal claim to elective franchiſe with a freeholder. 
Thoſe being reſtored this right, would renovate 
an eſſential part of the conſtitution, which has 
fallen a prey to arbitrary power, and inſidious 
corruption. By admitti ng copyholders to vote 
for members of parliament, would extend the ſpi- 
rit of juſtice and freedom to a large and deſerv., 
ing part of the community. Having no friend 
to vindicate their ri ghts, they have been left to 
_ wither on the waſte of oppreſſion. But, like the 
vigorous products of nature, they have not only 
borne the blaſt of the deſert, but have eren 
grown to a greater height than many that have 

| C been 
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been matured in a more genial ſoil and climate, 
This body of people having, therefore, riſen to 
be poſſeſſors of conſiderable property, to vindi- 
cate their privileges, it is preſumed, will be no 


_ unintereſting endeavour; and to prove they have 


the claim of being repreſented, arguments will 
bedrawn from law, reaſon, and juſtice. 
In the firſt eſtabliſhment of our laws, the poſ- 
ſeſſors of land were neceſſarily the only freemen, 
from there being no other ſpecics of property 
that could entitle the owner to a right of being 
conſulted in what related to its protection. War 
and agriculture, as before obſerved, were their 


only avocations, and therefore land conſtituted 


the holder as the only perſon poſſeſſed of civil 
and political liberty. Commerce, not having 
then created rhe variety of other property it has 
fince the chartering of boroughs, there were no 
other owners of poſſeſſion to claim the privileges 
of freemen. But ſurely this could not juſtly pre- 
clude all other perſons, but freeholders, from 


| having their acquiſitions protected by a ſhare in 


their legiſlature? Had this been, the principle 
of the government, no perſon would ever have 
been induced to leave the plough or the ſword, 


. by which they could only maintain their freedom. 


Knowing trade and arts would render them little 
5 | better 
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better than bond- men, commerce and manufac- 
tures would never have been eſtabliſhed. Grant. 
ing charters, beſtowing markets, and incorpora- 
ting towns for the encouragement of trade, would 
never have ſtimulated the artizan to proſecute 
his induſtry, had he known his acquiſitions, from 
not being freeholds, deprived him ofa freeman's 
inheritance, But the principle of the Saxon 
government being liberty, founded on juſtice and 
true policy, all the inhabitants of boroughs, un- 5 
leſs bondmen or villeins, were admitted as Mem- 
bers of their tithing- courts, which were not on- 
1 judicial, but legiſlative, as far as the welfare 
of the reſpective decenaries required. The by- 
laws that. were made in theſe courts, as well as in 
the hundreds, tythings, and county couris, prove 
they were legiſlative. The inhabitants, therefore, 
of theſe ſmall diviſions, being their own repreſen- 
tatives, prove that every houſe- holder, whether 
poſſeſſing land or other property, exerciſed the 5 
privileges of a freeman in the greateſt extent. 

All tenants, or holders of landed property, 
have a conſtitutional claim to the right of legiſ- 


lation. It is not intended to ſupport the claims 


of charter againſt the common rights of man, but 

to vindicate conſtitutional privilege againſt arbi- 5 
trary infringement. b | 

ACcoRDING to what has been traced of our an- 
4 | clent : 
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. -J 
folutely a bondman, not only had, but exerciſed, r 
the franchiſe of a citizen. The whole kingdom 
| being divided intotythings which were compoſed c 
orten families, who were pledges to each other of : p 
their being qualified, as well for ſharing in the TT 
common privileges of theſe communities, as of q 
their honeſty and integrity, included every oſten- p 
| fible houſcholder as eligible to ſhare in the lggiſ- p 
lation and juriſdiction of his reſpective ſociety. b 
And as theſe tythings were the original boroughs, 9 
every inhabitant, who was a member of theſe fr 
decenarics, was not the elector, but the repreſen- ei 
tative of himſclf and family in the tything court "2M 
where bye or borough laws were made, for the ei 
. welfare and protection of theſe ſmall ſocieties. 00 
No charter was required to give them rights to tl 
the excluſion of others equally deſerving of a b, 
citizen's privileges with themſelves. To be free p 
und honeſt, were then the only claims that enti- | 
tled them to franchiſe. And as theſe diviſions were g 
the ancicnt boroughs, the head of each tything d 
was called, as before obſerved, a borſholder or Cl 
head of the borough. Theſe chiefs of the diſtrict ri 
were, even in the time of the Normans, the barons hi 
who went to the general aſſembly of the ſtate. tl 


Thus 


IN TRODUCTION. - 19 


| Thus every freeman, oak every thing, had 
right to be preſent in this ſovereign council. 
No charter or corporation reſtraints fetfered this 
common privilege; neither the chance of birth, 
power of purchaſe, ſlavery of ſeptenniel ſervice, 
intereſt of marriage, or favour of redemption, ac- 
quired the right. It was a general bleſſing diſ- 
penſed to all that were poſſeſſed of property and. 
probity: nor was this right of voting controuled 
by qualification; for it was not confined to the 
quantity or quality of the poſſeſſion. Every 
freemen who had an intereſt in the government, 
either with reſpe& to the ſecurity of his perſon, 


or the preſervation of his property, claimed and 


en joyed his ſhare of the legiflature. Enfranchiſed 
copyholders had equally a right of legiſlation with 
the freeholder, and every member of a tything or 
borough, without diſtinction, claimed the fame 
privilege. ' | 

 FroM the many definitions that hive been 
given of boroughs, arguments have been falſely 
drawn to ſupport the preſent ſyſtem of their ex- 
cluſive repreſentation againſt the conſtitutional - 
right of every other town, village, hamlet, and 
houſe in the kingdom. But that which has given 


. greateſt ſanction to this partial abuſe, of 
| rather 


CR er 
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rather * of the ancient government, is 
the falſe explanation which Coke has given on 
Lyttleton's chapter of Burgage tenure. Coke, 
in his notes, ſays, that ſuch a town is called a 
borough, becauſe it ſends burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment. This has, therefore, induced the parti- 
zans of limited repreſentation to aſſert, on this 


| learned gentleman's authority, that no town but 
hat is called a borough, ought to ſend mem- 


bers to parliament. The name itſelf, they ſay, 


| is an evidence of this excluſive right being 


confined to ſuch boroughs ; for had other towns 
the fame right, they would have been called 
boroughs. Eager to ſeize the leaſt ſupport to 
their abitrary ſyſtem, they adopt abſurdity for 
propriety, inconſiſtency for reaſon, and falſchood 
for truth. Had they not been ſo premature in 
producing this authority, they would have ſcen 
that, inſtead of . towns being called boroughs, 
from ſending burgeſſes to parliament, burgeſſes 


are focalled from being choſen to repreſent bo- 


roughs. But this lapſus plume of Coke is after- 
ward compenſated by the evidence he gives of 


- theſe towns being ſo called from Borboe, the 


Saxon word for a pledge, and, from theſe pledges 
being reciprocally given by the wembers in 


each 


- 
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each tything, and ſuch companies of ten families 
were called burghs, or boroughs. And as every 
tything, as we have before ſtated, was free, the in- 
corporating of boroughs was the disfranchiſe- 
ment of other towns and diſtricts. While 
theſe charters, thus, confined the original right. 
of repreſentation to ſuch boroughs as were more 
immediately in the favour or intereſt of the king, 
or demeſne lord, the reſt were unjuſtly pre- 
cluded. In this manner the houſeholders, far- 
mers, towns, and cities, dare not exerciſe theit 
ancient rights without privilege of charter. The 
rights of man depending on the caprice of arbi- 
tary power, thus lay at the mercy of ſovereign in- 
tereſt. From this partial chartering of boroughs, 
_ parliaments were formed that were entirely the 
tools of royalty. The liberty of being repreſented, 
was humbly received as a conceſſion of the king. 
Thus were the inherent liberties of the nation 
firſt limited from perſonal legiſlation to elective 
franchiſe, which was afterwards confined to the 
mercenary dependents of arbitrary power. The 
general rights of the nation being, in this man- 
ner, diſpenſed only to the creatures of the crown, 
the original -hou ſe of commons loſt its indepen- 
dence in this wreck of preſcriptive legiſlation. 
| | Thus 
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Thus was the conſtitution firſt contaminated with 


the difcaſe of corruption. The dependence of the 


clector for his right, and the repreſentative for 
his reward on the government, ſubjected the vir. 


tue of both to the controul of the executive pow- - 
er, and has at laſt reduced the repreſentative 


Hitem to a tete ſhadow and a name. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 


JF wa not e intention n 
entered into any inquiry reſpecting the repre- 
ſentation of counties: as their political integrity 
is ſpotleſs, when compared with the delinquency 
of boroughs. But as influence has extended itſelf 
over more than half the conſtituent body of free- 
holders in theſe kingdoms; and that influence 
being in general veſted in peers, and therefore the 
more dangerous, from being the moſt authori- 
tative and unconſtitutional, county repreſentation 
is thus a moſt indiſpenſible pare of our * to 
notice. 7 | 
Vos. 1. ey = Another 
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2 BEDFORDSHIRE, 
Another infurmount#ble objection to the pre- 


prcmwmagmnde. roo "and which 


conftirures it an ariſtocratical eftabliſhment, is 
- that of its being a partial repreſentation of pro- 
perty;* and not aft Entire free fepreſentation of 
- perſons. This is not only repugnant to the firſt 
principle of liberty, but to — of 
the conſtitution, 

In additiom to what we have eſtabliſhed 25 
ceonſtitutional right in our ſhort hiſtorical view 


preceding theſe pages, we think it neceſſary here 


to inſert what the Rev. Mr. Burgh has, with ſo 


much juſtice and liberality, ſaid on this ſubject. 
We are the more anxious to fate His obſervations, 


as they are not only congenial to our own, but 
rte a moſt reſpectable confirmation of the reſult 


of our preceding enquiries, 


and unalienable ptoperty : every man has a life, 
a perſonal liberty, # character, à right to lis 
earnirigs, a right to a religious profeſſion and 
worſhip according to his conſcience; &c. ; and 
many men, who are ina ſtate of dependance upon 
others, and who receive charity, have wives and 


children, in whom they have a right. Thus the 


poor are in danger of being injured by the go. 
5 vernmienr 


« Reery ene has whas tney be called propery, 
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eight a varlety of ways. But; vevording | 
to the contmonty received doctrine; that fervants, 
and thoſe' who receive alms, have no right to 
vote for members of parliament, an immenſe 
multitude of the people are utterly deprived of 
all power in determining who ſhall be the pro- 
tectors of their lives, their perſonal liberty, their 
little property (which, though ſingly eonſidered, 
is of ſmall value, yet is upon the whole a very 
great object), and the chaſtity of their wives and 
daughters. What is particularly hard upon the 
poor in this caſe is, that though they have no 
ſhare in determining who ſhall be the lawgivers 
of their country, they have a very heavy ſhare in 
raiſing the taxes which ſupport government. 
The taxes on malt, on beer, leather, ſoap, candles, 
and other articles, which are paid chiefly by the 
poor, who are allowed no votes for members of 
parliament, amount to as much as a heavy land- 


tax. The landed intereſt would complain _ 


grievouſſy, if they had no power of electing repre- 


ſentatives ; and it is an eſtabliſhed maxim in fre: 


ſtates, that whoever contributes to the expences 
of government, ought to be ſatisfied concerning 
the application of the money contributed b 7 
them, conſequently ought to have à ſhate in 
1 thoſe who have the power of applying 
1 their 
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their money. Nor has the receiving of alms 
been always held a ſufficient reaſon for refuſing 
the privilege of voting, as appears by the follow- 
ing reſolution of the houſe of commons That 
* the freemenof the port of Sandwich, inhabiting 
vichin the ſaid borough (although they receive 
* alms), have a right to vote in electing barons 
to ſerve in parliament.” 

Ie Likewiſe held to be law at this day, that a 
frecholder receiving alms does not thereby forfeit 


mis dleQtive franchiſe, of which every other elector 
in this caſe is diveſted. Theſe arguments appear 


to us incontrovertible. But, whatever difference 
of opinion may prevail, it will certainly be ad- 
mitted that every inhabitant houſeholder, at leaſt, 


ſentation by which the ſaid burthens are levied. 
As an efficient member of the community, he is 
certainly eligible to be concerned in forming thoſe 
laws by which he, among the reſt of his fellow- 
citizens, is governed. 
Having premiſed thus much reſpecting the 
repreſentation, we now proceed to obſerve parti- 
cularly with regard to the county of Bedford,that 
the influence of its election is partly poſſeſſed by 
the Duke of Bedford, who can always return one 
K- St. John, at 

preſent, 


»SERFOAK --  'Þ 
qiedia kene the other.” But tlie intereſt of 
the latter is by no means permanent; for he 
carried his election only by a ſingle vote in 1784. 
It is therefore now generally uriderftood, that 
Lord Ongley and Sir Gillies Payne, have cach as 
good an intereſt as the St. John family. © 

Bedfordſhire contains ten market towns, and 
one hundred and fixteen W =_ brenn four 
members to PRION. GR. n 


| BEDF ORD TOWN. ” 
Tuts borough had, for near a team been 
under the influence of the Bedford family. But 
in the year 1768, when Mr. Wilkes was in the 
zenith of his popularity, the corporation, whom 
the Duke of Bedford had offended; took an 
effectual method to deſtroy the Bedford intereſt 
in that town. For this purpoſe, they made the 

late Sir Robert Bernard, Mr. Alderman Town 
hend, John Horn Tooke, eſq. and ſeveral more 
independent gentlemen, traders, yeomen, &c. 
freemen. The firſt of theſe they choſe recorder; 
2nd 'the borough ſeemed thus to have entirely 
emancipated itſelf from ariſtocratical influence. 

A petition was preſented, by Mr. Whitbread 
and Mr. Howard, againſt the election of Sir 


- —— 
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in 1774, in which the petitioners diſputed the 
right of all ſuch burgefles and freemen as were 
non-reſidents, which they ſupported on the Laſt 
determination of the houſe, on the "eb of Ape, 


1690. 


6 
of the above reſolution, © being houſeholders of 
Bedford,” do not OE PRs eee 
men, but to the inhabitants only. 

The chairman likewiſe added, although not 
in the formal words of a reſolution, that the 
committee were clearly of opinion, that the 
objeRion of occaſionality would not be with free. 
men reſident or an- redn, made above a year 
before the election. By this determination, the 
independent freemen, made as above, were all 
cided in favour of Wake and Sparrow (the fitting 
certain voters who had been refuſed on the charge 
of pauperiſm ; and ſeveral decifions were made, 
which, being contrary to former legal deciſions, 
may be proper to be here ſtated. | 

The firſt queſtion was, Whether perſons having 
received a charity within a year before the election, 


that perſons receiving Sir William Harper's* cha- 
rity are not thereby diſqualified. This point was 
in favour of dhe IO nnn and 
Howard. 

A e ee. er. a ailar importance, 
certificates from other pariſhes, having à right 
to vote. Theſe were admitted, by agreement of 
counſel, not to come under the deſcription of 
paupers, and PD eh 16 0 geg of 
the petitioners... * 

- *The counſel for 1 b chewy: endea- 
vaured to fupport, and the counſel for the ſitting: 
members to oppoſe, on the ſame charge. | 
Firſt,. —Perſons having r 26 e Calla 
 Howe's Charity 3' + 
Secondly,—Perſons 9 received a ag 
_ called Welbarn's Charity ; See! arte 

Thirdly, The. nn and vrothran-of ry 
John's/Hoſpital ; - + 500% e 

years iy RE ths- had received part 
relief within a year before the election: 


1 
4 2 2 Ns * © —— 45 ee 


ho * A native of ford, ws was Prog time lord ma of. | 
London, in ge of Elizabeth. He founded be 
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_ Fifthly,—Freemen who had an inchoate right 
to their freedom, but were admitted contrary to 
the accuſtomed mode of admiſſion, PS 
year before the election. 

Upon the above queſtions W 
termined that ſuch as had received Howe's cha- 
rity were not thereby diſqualified—That ſuch as 
had received Welborn's charity were thereby 
 diſqualified—That the maſtersand brethren were 
not difqualified—That ſuch as had received 
alms, meaning thereby pariſh relief, within the 
twelve months previous to election, were diſqua- 
lifed—That' fuch freemen having an inchoate 
right, but admitted to their freedom. within the- 
laſtly, That they would nat reject — 

Ie was thought necefiry to fat dea. 
guide for furure elections in this town. | 
Upon the above decifions, Sir William Wake, 

one of the fitting members; and Samuel Whit. 
Upon the death of Sir Robert Bernard, the 

preſent Duke of Redford was choſen recorder in 


poration! tomakean a4dätdeml ber of 
in his intereſt, to counterbalance the o 0 


not having been made twelve calendar Wonihs 15 
previous to the laſt election in 1790 could nes 


influence the election of the preſent me 


{Colhoun and Whitbread jun.] But, upon ever, 


future election, it is thought the n 
muſt as formerly prevail. 


The liberties of the corporation 3 . 1 55 


nine miles in circuit round the town; and a 
member of Bedford, many years ſince, bequeath- 


ed to it a field or two in the ſpot now called 
Theobald's. row, Red-Lion-ſtreet, Eagle-ſtreet, 
and its environs, near Req-Lion 


the leaſes whereof expiring ſome years ſince, the 


eſtate is become ſo confiderable, that the corpo- 


ration obtained an ad of parllament to empower 
them to give portions to ſervant-maids, for the 


encouragemetit of population, ſees with poor 
children an apprentices, and Cons, charitable 88 
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donations, ©. » LS 2 8 
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aipub}-ricdeder, 1 two. 0 bailiffs, thirteen. dennen 


a the office of mayor are 
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nowaR under was granted 1664 by Chatles II. 
Nen or e yeſted in 
— Forrae-—War, according to Wil, 

ls, about 1000, are now increaſed to 1400.* 
RerTunnincOrricexs—The mayor and bailiffs. 
Parzou-—The Duke of Bedford. 


COUNTY OF BERKS. 
POLITICAL CHARACTER. | 


Tins couny, like Bedfordſhire, has half of 
Its repreſentation ſubjeR to ariſtocracy, The in- 
_ rexeſt of Lord Craven has generally ſufficient 
weight to influence the election of one repreſen- 
tative: 


— w00 fentane 60: be daflemacel by chat 


corruption which would rank it among rotten boroughs, the can- 
dour of hiſtory obliges us to rank it among the many that are 
made under the controul of ariſtocracy, 


* 
— 
OY 1 . Nn * 3 1 ama. __ a . * 
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tative: the other depends on the attachments of 
a few of the leading men of property in the county 
to the miniſtry or oppoſition far the time being... 
- Berkſhire contains 12 market towns and 149 
pariſhes and ndr ns oh a 


ABINGDON. 


Porrrreal CHARACFER—This is one of the 
few borqughs over which ariſtocratical influence 
or corruption has not yet been able to extend its 
controul, which is owing moſt probably to the 
two following cauſes: firſt, the borough ſending 
only one repreſentative, has only half the temp. 
tation for an opulent neighbour to enſlave it; the 
other cauſe is, from the freedom of eleQive con- 
ſtitution, which ſeems thus to defy all arbitrary 
encroachments. For, though it was chartered ſo 
late as Philip and Mary, and its corporation and 
repreſentative power veſted in the ſelect body, 
yet, by the exertion of its inhabitants, they have 
not only obtained the conſtitutional right of 
_ electing the members by the inhabitants at large, 
but likewiſe of their mayor and magiſtrates, which 
is. the only ſecurity of their independence, and 
vhich a ſelf: elected corporation would haye Joog 


| ance ſubverted, 
On1cal 


Weben 


2. 
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national aſſembly : and received its charter, 


ment. 
61 bai 


Hi nine aldermen, and fixteen aſſiſtants. The 


mayor and bailiffs are the returning officers ; and 
the deftors, according to national right and juſ- 
rice, are the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, and 
not receiving alms or any charity. (Jan. 18, _ 
and Jan. 8, 168g.) | 
Sr 
ing ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms, 18 Janu- 
ary 1708. 
Nona or Vorras—600. 


REMARKABLE RESOLUTION. 

March 3, 1698. The houſe reſolved, That the 
proceedings of William Hucks, eſq. (in pre- 
fuming to make uſe of the authority of the go. 
vernment to the borough of Abingdon, in or- 

der to be elected a burgeſs for the ſaid bo- 
rough) is a ſcandalous reflection upon the go- 
verument, and tends to ſubvert the freedom of 


ava town of great trade, ſent once, (11 Edw. III.) 
upon a peremptory ſummons, to the council, or 


Nov. 24, 1557, from Philip and Mary, who then 
gd Gan eee 


dections of members to ſerve in parliament; 


* . a 8 


FE , 


Ane, 


u. Ordered, That the faid William Hucks, ett 
be taken into cuſtody. | Ss 
. Rinank—Were the houſe NEO to aide in 

ſimilar caſes ſo agreeably to the conſtitu- 
tion, the government would reform itſelſ 
without the aid of the people.. 
But the following paſſage, extracted from 

Burgh, ſhews this patriotic reſolution had not a 
very long influence: 

* Sir Simon Harcourt complains ſadly of 11 
a uſage i in his election for Abingdon, A. D. 1708, 
« reflecting ſeverely on the houſe, and the wicked 
« arts uſed againſt him; inſiſting to the laſt, that 
he was the legal member, by a clear majority, by 
the moſt fair eſtimation. Deb. Com. iv. 111.“ 


| READIN G. | 

PoLITICAL CnakAcTER— This borough, like 
Abingdon, has not yet been ſubjected to the ar- 
bitrary influence of any opulent individual. Cor- 
ruption, indeed, has been ſaid to have had its 
influence on former occaſions : but as it has not 
yet been reduced toa ſyſtem within the borough, 
or produced any convictions .in the houſe of 
commons, or in the courts of juſtice, it is far 


— 


® Burgh, vol. L 294. 


14 READING. 


from us to dttribiite t6 12 ay utideſerved della- 
| quency; it being equally the intention of this 
work to praiſe public integrity, MO e e 


Anneſley and Mr. Neville, are gentlemen of in- 
dependent connexions, and whoſe intereſt in this 


borough entirely exiſts IN . 
the electors. 
Tt muſt however be here noticed, that al- 
though the borough is not immedlately under the 
controul of any individual, yet the ſame cannot 
be ſaid to have been always the praife of its 
repreſentatives ; for, in the petifion parliament, 
Sir Francis Dolman, gne of its members, ap- 
peared to havea penſion of 2001. and was aſſiſted 
by the court in the curious will, by which he 
Stained Quarles's cftate, valued at 16061, He 
was then clerk of the council, worth go0l. per 
——:: ada 
Se 
_  Ontormxral mne eme Mid town has 
ſort to parliament ever fince 23 Edw. I. = 
| Conrorarton—According to the charter of 
Charles II. conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, twelve 
aldermen, and as many capital burgeſſes. The 


manor 


* Burgh, vol. I, 392 


vieren . ” 


= manor of the town was ſettled by king James I. 
after the death of his queen,. on prince Charles 
his ſecond ſon, afterwards Charles I. but it is 
now veſted in the corporation. 

NunsER or Vorn Above 600. 


WALIINGFORD. 

Tus borough, after exhibiting itſelf to the 
higheſt bidder for a number of years, is now 
bought up by Sir Fraticis Sykes, the nabob; who 
has poſſeffed himſelf of all the houſes which give 
the electors the riglit of ſuffrage. 
Axerznr RRTRESENTAT IO - This borough has 
fent, like Reading, members to patliament ever 
| Atice the 23 Edward I. It was called a city when 
William the Conqueror catne here, after the de- 
feat of Harold, to receive the ſubmiſſion of 


Stigand, archbiſhop bf . and other 8 


great! men. 
_ - CorroRaTION—Was chaten by Janics I I. 


and cotifiſts of a mayor, recorder, fix aldermen, 
and eighteen: burgeſſts or aſfiſtatits, who polleſs 
the rents and profits of the ttaitior, fairs, arid friat= 
kets, by virtue of a leaſe from the crown. The 
mayor and fix aldermen ate the juſtices of che 


peace \ within this borough. 
WEI „ Niehl 


=. new wrnDaok 
 Rrenror Exrerton--n the corporation and 
inhabicanes paying ſcor and lor, an receiving no 


% 


ums (Dec. 15, 1709). 
Rirvanina Orriczu— The mayor, 
Puorattron Sir Francis paced 
Nunes or Vormne—140. 


— 


NEW WINDSOR. 

Potrricat Cuaracrit—The intereſt in this 
borough, which preponderated in the conteſt be- 
tween Keppel and Powney in 1780, is not to be 
named here, or in any other place. All that part 
-&f the town which is in Buckinghamſhire is not 
within the limits of the borough. The corpora- 
tion is in the intereſt of the Earl of Beaulieu, 
their high-ſteward; bur they forgot not, upon 
any occaſion, that a very great perſonage 
does them the - honour of reſiding among 
them. - | 


a, 3 nis town * 


ving been chartered as a borough A. 5 Edward I. 
began to return members to parliament in the 
yoth year of the ſame reign, and continued to 
fend until the 14th Edward III. when it in- 
termitted ſending until the agth Henry VI. Since 


this time it has regularly been repreſented. 
1 Cox - 


TTY WINDSOR ** 


es bon een to the preſent char- 
ter granted anno 1 James II. 1685, eonſiſts of a 
mayor, two bailiffs, twenty-eight burgeſſes, who 
are choſen out of the principal inhabitants, 
thirteen of whom are called fellows or benchers 
of the Guildhall : of theſe, ten from among them, 
beſide the mayor and bailiffs, are _— and: are 
ſtyled aldermen. : 
Ricaror Rita e to theo AY 
ing reſolutions, it has been variouſly determined. 
Nov. 4, 1680. Reſolved, That, in the borough 
« of New Windſor, thoſe inhabitants only 
d who pay ſcot and lot have a right to vote in 
e the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in par- 
liament for the ſaid borough.  _ 
May 17, 1690. Reſolved, as the opinion of the 
- - © committee, that the right of electing burgeſ- — 
e ſes to ſerve in parliament for the borougi .— 
* of New Windſor, is in the mayor;bailiffs, 2 
and ſelect number of burgeſſes only,“ 
The queſtion being put, that the houſe do 
agree with the committee in the laid rob. 
lution, it paſſed in the negative. 5 7 
April 5, 1697. © Reſolved, That the mayor. 
FR bailiffs, and burgeſſes of New Windſor, haoe 
not the right of electing members to ſerve „ 
5 in N for the ſaid borough. © * 
Voz. 1 5 „„ 8 „ 


/ 


18 new ff. 
* Refeloed, That the borough of New Wind- 


— 926P AI 
_ © liament by preſcription. — =» 


* Refelved, That all che inhabitants of the 


* ſaid borough have the right of electing 


Copmibers 09 Trove Un pariimncit for-the: 


id borough.” 


Windfor, The ftanding order made on the 


tsch of Jan. 1735, for reſtraining counſct 
from offering evidence touching the legatity 


of votes contrary to the laſt determination 
of the houſe of commons, was read; and the 


the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for the ſaid borough, made the 
Ach Nov. 1680, which was then reſolved to 
be in thoſe inhabitants only who pay ſcor 

and Jot, was likewiſe read. By this it ap- 
pears, that the laſt decifion e $, 2697, 
was not entirely ſatisfactory. 


Nunez or Voran The mayor is the 


The el 


e | 
_ rebuke of royalty. 


COUNTY 


May 23, 1737. On @ new bearing for New 


COUNTY or BUCKINGHAM. 


- pbLIfivaL CHARACTER, | 


Tens « county 18 entirely under . 
irrfluente. The Duke of Portland, and the 


Marquis of Buckingham, although of oppoſite 5 


parties, have mutually ſettled the preſent election 


without oppoſition. The fon of the former 


nobleman, and the couſin of the latter, enjoy at 


prefent the repreſentation. 
Buckinghamfhirecontains fiftern market towns, 


and eigfity-five pariſhes, and ſends fourteen mem- 


bers to 6g ooyenens 


audi * BETWEEN THe KING 4 ns 
 -__- PARLIAMENT. 


- This county is rendered memorable in the 


political world, by a contefted election which 
happened A. D. 1604, in the reign of James I. 


The parties were Goodwin and Forteſcue. Good= _ 
win was declared, in the houſe of commons, 


duly elected. The lords defired x conference. 


The commons being ſtartled at this interpo- 
ſition, the lords laid it upon the king. The 
commons, therefore; begged the king would be 


render of their privileges. The king inſiſted 
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20 BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


ig — da hs Han, 
if they would not with the lords. The com-. 


mons remonſtrated. The king, agreeably to his 
character, continued obdurate and obſtinate; 
which cauſed the commons, with much reluc- 
tance, to yield. Goodwin appeared willing to 
wave his pretenſions. His election was held void 
by the clerk of the crown, in conſequence of 
his being an outlaw. The commons declined 
giving the lords any account of their proceed- 
| ings, but propoſed to ſend meſſages to the king, 
who, in faQ, had no more concern with it than 
proceedings could not now be reverſed. They 
produced a precedent (27 Eli.) of a bill brought 
down from the lords being rejected at the firſt 
reading. The lords aſked why the determi- 
nation of the houſe could not be reverſed ? The 


_ anſwer the queſtion ; which was the reaſon of their 
refuſing the conference; though they declared 
themſelves ready to confer with the lords on any 
proper ſubject, where their privilege was not 
concerned. The lords ſent again to the houſe, 
that the king thought himſelf concerned that 
there ſhould be a conference. The reaſon of the 
king intereſting himſelf in this election was, 


” 


commons conſidered themſelves not obliged to. 


*. 


pUCKINGHAMSHIRE.. : 2t 


his thinking his direction, which he had a right 
to give in an authoritative manner, though un- 
doubtedly it was ſound advice, not to elect any 
outlaw, was def; piſed by the houſe declaring 
Goodwin duly elected. The commons, attended 
by the ſpeaker, waited on the king, and informed 
him that Goodwin's election was duly carried on, 
and conſequently Forteſcue's was void ; that che 
outlawries againſt Goodwin were only for debt: 

and that he had fat unqueſtioned in ſeveral par- 
liaments fince the outlawry ; and that, beſide, it 


was not ſtrictly pleadable, becauſe of deficiencies 


in formality. They mentioned Smith, 1 Eliz. 
V. aughan, 22 Elix. 3 others, 35 Eliz. Killigrew, 
who had 52 outlawries againſt him; and Har- 
court, who had 18; as being all admitted to pri- 
vilege. All theſe were in vain. He pretended, 
that, as the houſe derived i its privilege from him, 


it ought not to be turned againſt him: and he | 


faid, that the court of chancery ought to judge 
of el ections and returns, and quoted a precedent, 
35 Hen. 6. when all the judges agreed, that 
outlawry is a cauſe of expulſion from the houſe. 
He therefore inſiſted u pon a conference between 
the commons and judges, and that the reſult be 
reported by the houſe to his privy-council. _ The 
commons then propoſed to make a law, that no 


out- 
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„ BVERINGUANMSHIRE. 


outlawed perſon hereafter fit in tho houſe, and 
wo confer with the judges, not to reverſe what 
they had done, but that they might profit by the 
king. It was ſaid there was no precedent of a 
member being deprived of privilege on account 
of outlawry ; that parliament had contradicted 
the opinions of the judges concerning outlaws, 
fince the time of Hen. VI. And theſe reaſons 
 againſta conference they ſent to the king. They 
infiſted, that until 5 Hen. IV. the writs for elec- 
tion were returned to parliament, and not to 
chancery; and that the power of hearing and 
determining concerning elections, was always ſup- 
poſed to be excluſively in the houſe. Of theſe 
particulars they referred to many precedents, and 
aſſerted, that if the chancery were to judge con- 
_ cerning elections, the court would be ſoon 
maſter of the commons; and thus they apolo- 
gized for ſtill refuſing compliance with the royal 
pleafure—* Nor doubting,” ſaid they, © though 
- ® we were but a part of a body, as tothe making 
* of new laws, yet, for any matter of privileges 
© of our own houſe, that we are, and ever have 
been, a court of ourſelves, of ſufficient power 
* to diſcern and determine, without their lord. 
"_ = their — bave always uſed to 

3 do 


withſtanding; precedents for outlaws fitting- in 


the houſe, they were determined, in compliance 


with his majeſty's ſenſe, to make a law to pre- 


vent it for the future: but that this law could | 
not operate againſt Goodwwiy,: being er poft fatto: 


beſides the want of formality in his outlawry; 
which rendered it null and void; and its being 
only upon mean proceſs, and two general par- 
doris iſſuing ſince it paſſed upon him, which, at 
any rate, would have cleared him. The com- 

mons meanly requeſted the interceſſion of the 
lords with the king, as having neat acceſs to 
his perſon ;- and ſent à committee of their houſe 
to them, with their apology ts the king. The 
lords aſked the committee, if they might read'the 


paper? The committee agreed. The lords aſked; - 


if they might-amplify, explain, or debate, con- 


cCeerning any doubtful point. The committec 
anſwered, they had no warrant from the Houſe 


for that. The paper was read; and the ſpeaker 
attended the kinę at eight in the morning on 


whom they: waited until ten. The ſpeaker re. 
turned, and reported, that the king:proteſted he 


had the en deſire WIA their privileges; 
That 


do for theirs without us.” The king fiill 
objected to the abſurdity of giving legiſlative 
power to an autlaw. They ' anſwer, that, not- 
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24 BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


ABSOLUTE prince, that there might be & con- 
ference between the. commons and judges, in 
preſence of his council, not as umpires, but to 


report to him the iſſue of the conference. The 
| houſe was amazed. It was therefore propoſed by 


ome to petition the king to be preſent himſelf, 


and judge. A committee is appointed ; and the 


houſe ordered, that the ſaid committee ſhould 


only infiſt on the ſupport and explication of the 
reaſons already given, and not proceed to any 


other argument or anſwer. Sir Francis Bacon flat- 
tered the king's wiſdom : Sir Francis flattered the 
king's wiſdom ſhamefully. It was obſerved, that 


commons, to any king, ſince the conqueſt, It 
was difputed, whether the houſe of commons 
could properly be called a court of record. The 


king however propoſed, that neither Goodwin nor 


Forteſcue ſhould fit in the houſe. It was accord- 


ingly reſolved, that a new writ ſhould be iſſued - 


for Bucks. Goodwin voluntarily reſigned his 
claim in a letter to the ſpeaker. The mean-ſpi- 
rited commons ſent even a committee to thank 
the king for thus depriving them of a member 
who they had before contended was duly elected. 
If ſuch are the guardians of national right, on 
whom can the people depend for protection? 


That the king deſired and cot nab, as an 


there had been no ſuch conceſſion made by the 
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" BUCKINGHAM, . 


TForrrreat CHARAcTER.— This town, n 
it gives name to the county, is of the utmoſt in- 
ſignificance, and comes exactly under the deſcrip- 
tion of a rotten borough. Though this town 
was of great opulence, and the county-town, 
where the aſſizes were held, until, by the partiality 
of lord chief juſtice Baldwin, who bought the 
manor in the reign of Henry VIII. the county- 
gaol, aſſizes, and county rc were removed 
to Ayleſbury. - 

This town owes its docinfiom 5 to a 
ad fire which happened on the 15th of 
May, 1724. when, out of 387 dwcllings, no 
leſs: than 138 were entirely conſumed, with - 
feveral of the out-houſes, manufactures, &c. of 
the remainder, 

The corporation conſiſts entirely af the fend 
and dependants of the Marquis of Buckingham, 
who has the ſole and abſolute diſpoſal of the 
borough. The whole number is 1 * 
of whom are placemen. 

OrIGINAL ReyarsmrarIon.—Buckingham 
is a very ancient borough, It was however ſo in- 
conſiderable, at the Roman conqueſt, as, according 
to doomiday-book, to have paid only for one hide 
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26 | BUCTRINGHAM. 


Hund ; and had only 26 burgeſſes in the time of 
Edward the Confeſſor. This town is ſaid, by 
Willis, to have been the only borough in the 
county at the time of the conqueſt. It never 
forme members to parliament before the laſt of 
Henry VIII. according to the principle of giving 
this privilege to boroughs by charter. But it 
fent ro the national aſſembly or council, as a 


trading borough, ſo carly as 11 Edward III. 


when only the chief towns of trade were ſum- 
moned : no knights of the ſhire were convened to 
this council. In the 27th of the ſaid king it was 
furmoned, but made no return, and thus diſcon- 
tinued to ſend until the 36 of Henry VIII. as 
Convorarion.—In the time of Edward III. it 
dad a mayorand three bailiffs ; but being decayed 
in its trade andconſequence, it had only one bailiff, 
and was by charter (1 Mary) re- incorporated by 
the ſtyle of a bailiff and 12 capital burgeſſes, who 


_ alldermen. 

Motel w the cumpmntion; the haufſe of 

commons reſolved, April 27, 1/14, That John 

Maſcot was not qualified, according to the act 

| ef parliament for the well-governing and repulat- 
iy corporations, to be a principal burgeſs of 


the | 
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the borough. of Buckingham, in the _ 
Bucks... 

The like . 
of the ſame place. 


Think abel a 


deſcending ta the ere e eaty Rur 
geſſes of a rotten boroughs. 


This borough, after exhibiting nate highs 5 
eſt bidder for a number of years, is nn bought 

up by Sir Francis: Sykes, the: nabob; who har 
he himſelf af nearly all the houſes which 


give the electors the right of ſuffrage. 


Rionhr o ExxcTiIon—lIgin the bailiff and 16 | 


burgeſſes only. Nov. 11, 1690. 


Nuncnzs or Vora 13. 


Purnox—Marquis of Buckingham,” | 


oe  AYLESBURY: N 
Por Tric L CHARACTER. — This borough is 
not, like Buckingham, under the controul-of a 
ſingle. individual. At preſent the repreſentation 


is Ges between the parties of NYT | 


adminiſtration.. | : 
O AL . town was 
made a borough by charter, A. 1. Mary, and 
then empowered to ſend members to parliament, 
dated Jan. 14, 1 553-4 
tn 
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2” ATYLESBURY, 


In the chapel of the Rolls, in the bundle of returns of 
pariiament writs, in tbe 14th Elizabeth, is this 
yemarkable return, which particularly claims a 
place in this biftory of borough-repreſentation. 
* Toall chriſtian people, to whom this pre- 

* ſent writing ſhall come; I, dame Dorothy 

* Packingion, late wife of fir John Packington, 

ut. lord and owner of the town of Ayleſbury, 
* ſend greeting: Know ye me, the ſaid Dorothy 
* Packington, to have choſen, named, and ap- 
pointed, my truſty and well-beloved Thomas 
* Litchfield and George Burden, eſqrs. to be 
* my burgeſſcs of my ſaid town of Ayleſbury. 
* And whatſoever the ſaid Thomas and George, 
* burgeſſes, ſhall do in the ſervice of the queen's 
* highneſ: in that preſent parliament to be holden 
* at Weſtminſter the 8th of May next enſuing, 
at the date hereof, I, the ſame Dorothy Pack- 

"M0 ington, do ratify and approve to be of my own 

* act as fully and wholly as if I were witneſs, or 

might be preſent there. In witneſs whereof, 

* to theſe preſents I have ſet my ſeal, this 4th 
* day of May, in the 14th year of the reign of 

* my ſovereign lady Elizabeth, by the grace of 

* God, of England, France, and Ireland, 5 cons 

* defender of the faith, dec. : 
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ee porated as above, be 
the ſtyle of a bailiff, nine aldermen, and twelve 
burgeſſes, who were to eleck the members ʒ but. 
by neglect, the corporation was diſſolved: -. This 
town was a royal manor in the reign. of William 


8 


the Conqueros, who gave it to one of his fa- | 


vourites, to be held by an old tenure, namely, 
that he ſhould provide litter or; ſtraw for the 


| King's bed and chambers, and ſhould furniſh. him 


with three eels in the winter, and two green 


geeſe in the ſummer, whenever his noel: came 


into the neighbour hoo. 


Mor or 0BTAINING: Vorige The pda 


which is ſaid to prevail here is; by giving five: 
guineas to each voter. The manner of can- 
vaſſing is by ; the candidates holding up their: 
hands, and extending as many fingers as they 
mean to give guineas for each vote. .Conform- 


ably to this cuſtom, a whimfical anecdote is 
related of a certain knight, who, thus canvaſſing 


with all his fingers extended, perſuaded the 
electors that ſuch as vated for him would have 
ten guineas each elector: this being double the 


ſum they were uſed to receive, he was choſen bß 


a conſiderable majority. But the member being 
elected, he left the town immediately; ind the 
4 as well * 8 be who 

8 | „ 
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would banter away their birthright for « meſs of 


pontage. 

Caves or Aer ave Warre.— Minto 
Aſhby, having proſecuted Mr. White and others, 
w order, reported from the committee of the 
whole houſe, to whom it was referred to con- 
fider of the reports of the journals of the houſe 
of lords, touching the caſe of Barzardiſton and 
him to report to the houſe, which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered in at the table, 
where the fame were read, and; with an amend- 
22. * 
follows: 

Ms ate ww 
and uſage of parliament, it is the ſole right 
of the commons of England, in parliament 
aſſembled, (except in caſes otherwiſe pro- 
vided for by act of parliament) to examine 
and determine all matters relating to the 
right of election of their own members. 


Refolved—That, according to the known law 
and uſage of parliament, neither the qua- 
lifications of any dleRor, nor the rights of 


_- vjpperin.ciitien, i is cognizable or * 


minable elſewhere than before the commons 


in fuch caſes are ſpecially provided br 5 


by act of parliament. 


Rejelned—T hat the examining and getermin- | 


ing the qualifications or a right of any 
elector, or any perſon to ſerve in parliament, 
in any court of law or elſewhere, than 
| before the commons of England, in par- 


liament aſſembled, (except in ſuch cafes as 


are ſpecially provided for by a& of parlia- 
- 5 will expoſe all mayors, bailiffs, and 
other officers, who are obliged to take the 


a and make the return thereupon, to 
multtiplicity of actions, vexatious ſuits, and 
; inſupportable expences 3 and will ſubject 

oy: to different and independent juriſ- 
dictions, and inconſiſtent determinations in | 


the ſame cauſe without relief. 


ee Matthew Afhbby having, in in Cone 
tempt of the juriſdiction of this houſe, com- 
menced and proſecuted an action at com 


mon law againſt #lliam White and others, 


the conſtables of Ay/e/eury, for not receiving 


| his vote at an election of burgeſſes to Terve 
in parliament for the ſaid borough of Aue. 
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2»  AYLESBURT. 


deny, is guilty of a breach of the privilege 


of this houſe. 


| Reflced——Thaz whoever ſhall: pteſiime to.com.. 


mence or proſecute any action, indictment, 


of the electors or perſons elected to ſerve in 
_ parliament, to the determination of any 
other juriſdiction than that of the houſe of 
commons (except in ſuch caſes ſpecially 
provided for by act of. parliament), ſuch 
perſon or perſons, and all attorneys, ſoli- 
citors, counſellors, and ſerjeants at law, ſo- 
liciting, proſecuting, or pleading in any 
ſuch caſe, are guilty of a 32 of 
the privilege of this houſe. * wt 
On the ub of February, 1698, Rebel, That 


all perſons receiving alms within the borough of 


Ayleſbury, purſuant to the will of Mr. Bedford, 
or any other perſons receiving any other charity, 
annually diſtributed in the ſame town, are, in 
reſpect thereof, diſabled to vote in the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 


borough. This was altered from what the com- 


mittee reported, and agreed to by the houſe. 
„Mr. John Sargent, one of the freemen of Haſtings, 


agb, in the face of theſe reſclutions, and recovered (260 
of him, by the verdict of a Suſſex jury, for refuſing his vote 
— IgE. | | 


or information, which ſhall bring the right 


brought an action againſt Millward, the mayor of that bo- 


— 1355 o K r MARLOW. es 2 


Rebies/ or ELecrion—Is in all the houſe- 
houlders not receiving alms, January 28, 1765. 
RxrukxING Orricrkxs— The conſtables ho 
are appointed by the Lord of che Manor. ? 
| Numzer or VoTERS—500. | 
| PaTRon—The We bidder. a 


GREAT MARLOW. £h, 


— 


derten Cake The Waben of 
Great Marlow, being the joint property of Wil- 
liam Clayton, eſq. and W. Lee Antonie, eſq. is 


*% 


one of thoſe many which can boaſt of no privi-- 


lege except that of voting at the will of a- ſupe- 
rior. Some may think to be thus exempted 
from the trouble of chooſing for themſelves, a 


_ conſiderable advantage; ; for by this method they 2 


are certainly ſecure from the cenſure of a weak 
judgment, or an intereſted choice: thoſe who 
are deprived of their will can neither have their 
reaſon condemned, nor their motives ſcrutinized. 


It may be proper here to obſerve, that William 


Clayton, eſq. reſigned his ſeat, at the laſt election, 
to Thomas Williams, eſq. a partner in the An- 
gleſea copper-mines. 
The majority of the houſes and rene join- 
ing the borough belonging to ts above gentle- 
Vor. I. D men 
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men, no oppoſition to them n ever N 
tempted with ſucceſs. 

Orrcinal — BEER 
ſent fourteen times to [parliament before the 


34 Edw. II. and then ceaſed ſending for 40 


years, until it was reſtored 21 James I. when it 
began again to ſend members. 

Rionr or EttcTIon—Was reſolyed, Dec. 21, 
1680, and Nov. 21, 1690, to be in thoſe inhabi- 
tants only who pay ſcot and lot. 

 "RerTorninc Orriczxs—The conſtables. 

Nomen or Vorers—216. | 
PaTrons or rut Bonouon.— William Clay- 
ton, and W. Lee Antonie, eſqrs. 


PotrTicat CuaR ACEA This borough is 
one of thoſe where the elective franchiſes of the 
inhabitants are transferable in the repreſentative 
market like any other goods and chattels that 


may be purchaſed. It was the ſole property of 


the late Earl Verney ; but, during his lordſhip's 
life, it was ſold to its preſent PRO John 
Barker Church, eſq. 

Anzcvors.—A circumſtance l du- 


ring the poſſeſſion of the late owner, which is 


too remarkable to omit. All the houſes being 
then 


„ins e Fs * 


chen the property of the late Earl Verney, Al 


dhe tenants in general living rent. free, on con- 


dition of giving their votes to ſuch gentlemen as 


his lordſhip ſhould nominate, the electors were 


prevailed upon, in 1768, to accept a prefent good 
in preference to the above privilege. | | 

A Mr. Atkins, a conſiderable lace-manufac- 
turer in this place, had undertaken, by a coup>de- 
main, to carry the election againſt his Tordſhip's 
intereſt, and conducted his meaſures with ſuch 
ſecrecy, that no oppoſition was expected until the 
day of election. At this moment, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment and confuſion of Earl Verney, and his 
agents, Sir Robert Darling, a former ſheriff of 
London, was propoſed, and immediately returned 
by a conſiderable majority. This diſobeUience to 
his lordſhip's wiſhes was puniſhed by the voters 


being inſtantly ejected out of their houſes, and 
obliged to take refuge in hurs and tents, where 


they remained for ſix months, in all the penitence 
of ſorrow, until-a promiſe of good behaviour in 
future, ſo far ſoftened the rigour of this noble 
reſentment, as to ſuffer them all, with ſome few 
exceptions, to repoſſeſs their former dwell in gs. 
The inhabitants keeping this ſevere treatment 


in remembrance, took the firſt opportunity to 


retaliate upon his lordſhip, by a repetition of their 
EZ former 
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36 wenDover 
former condu@t in 1784; when- his lordſhip, 


having every reaſon to apprehend that he ſhould 
loſe his ſeat for the county, offered himſelf and 


Mr. Jolliffe as their candidates. The eleQtors, 
well knowing the deranged ſtate of his lord- 


mip's private affairs would oblige him to ſell, 


very ſhortly, his property in the borough, took 
the opportunity of again putting up their ſuf. 
frages to the higheſt bidder. One individual 
engaged, that two candidates ſhould be choſen 
againſt his lordſhip's intereſt and influence, for 
41.8000. This being ſettled, a gentleman was 


employed to go down, where he was met, ac- 


cording to previous appointment, by the electors, 
at a mile from the town. The electors aſked 
the ſtranger where he come from? He replied, 
* FROM THE MOON.” They then aſked, © WHar 
NEWS FROM THE Moo?“ Heanſwered, that 
he had brought from the moon /. 6000 to be diſ- 


tributed among them, by the borough agent, 


and to whom the money was then delivered. 
The electors being thus ſatisfied with the golden 
news from the moon, choſe the candidates, and 
received their reward, © 

We have frequently heard of TRAY influence; 


but we never remember to have met with ſuch 


_ prevailing arguments in favour of it as the above. 
No one can therefore be ſurpriſed, that near 
| t | TR 
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100 perſons ſhould be ſo affected by this Cyn- 
thian impulſe, as to loſe all ſenſe of obligation to 
their noble friend, except that of not giving him 


the trouble of guarding their N intereſts . 


any longer. 
The borough was 4 time ink purchaſed 


| by the . preſent poſſeſſor, J. B. Church, elq. 


againſt whom a feeble oppoſition was made by 
two gentlemen in the intereſt of the Marquis of 


Buckingham ; but as the moon had withdrawn 
her influence, the people were determined to 


prefer a Chriſtian Church to an Apoſtate Temple. 
ORIGINAL REPRESRNTATIN— This borough 
returned, 28 Edw. I. and 1, 2 Edw. II. when it 


intermitted ſending members, like Great Marlow ; 


and Agmondeſham, during 400 years, until it 
was reſtored by petition, 21 James I. 


| Rrent or ELtcTIon—Nov. 21, 1702. „ Re. 


« ſolved, That perſons coming by certificate to 
« live in the borough, have not thereby a right 


« to vote for the election of members to ſerve 
N parliament for the ſaid borough. The right : 
« js, therefore, in the inhabitant. houſekeepers f 


6 within the borough, not receiving alms.” 
| | RerurniNG Orrickxs— The conſtables, 
NumBER OF VOTERS—I3O. 
PaTRON or THE Bonoven—J. B. Church, eſa. 
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8 AGNONDESHAM. 


AGMONDESHAM. 


PourrIcas Cnaracrter — This borough, 
which includes in its limits no more than one 


half of the place which bears the above name, 


is wholly the property of Wm. Drake, eſq. of 


Shardcloes, near this place. Sir William Drake, 
| bart. bought it of Charles II. It is one of thoſe 


towns which admit of no oppoſition ; for none 


can be made, where no political will is enjoyed, 
and where the privilege of franchiſe is only the 
neceſſity of obedience. The only vice, there- 
fore, inherent in its conſtitution, is that which 
attends all thoſe places repreſented at the diſcre- 


ton of one individual, inſtead of the free conſent 


of the wole community of the borough. | 


having returned to parliament, 28, 34, 35 Edw. I. 
and 1, 2 Edw. II. intermitted ſending for the 
fame period as Wendover and Great Marlow, 
until it was reſtored, like them, by petition, 21 
James I. 5 

Ricur or Exzcrion Was reſolved by the 
Houſe, Dec. 1 , 1680, and Dec. 1, 1705, to be 
in the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot only. 

RzTuxxinc Orriczxs—Are the conſtables of 
the lords lect. | 


News or Vorms—Reduce from 1501976 | 


4 | | 


* 


On emnal REAN TAT ION. This borough 


HIGH WYCOMB.” 


 PoLITICAL Cnaracrer—Although this bo- 


rouhg is one of the largeſt towns in Bucking- 
hamſhire, the right of election is in the corpo- 


ration only, and which conſiſts of leſs than 


5o members, the greateſt part of whom are 
| non-reſident. The patronage had, for above a 
century, been poſſeſſed by Edmund Waller, eſq. * 


of Hallbarn, near Beconsfield: but the Marquis 


of Landſdown, who has a ſeat in the neighbour- 


hood, and whoſe family receive from this town 


the title of baron, has, for near go years, poſſeſſed 
the influence of returning one member; and at 
the laſt general election he. had the addreſs to 
ſecure the whole. An oppoſition was however 


made by the eldeſt ſon of Sir John Daſhwood, 
bart. upon Mr. Waller's intereſt : but the intereſt 
of the Marquis prevailed; the numbers * the 


poll being, 
For Earl Wycomb, Bs... 


Sir John Jervis, . 26 
Mr. Daſhwood, - 22 


Or ON AL ReeRESBNTATION— This W | 


has returned to parliament ever ſince 28 Edw. I. 
 CorpoRaTION It had a mayor tempore 
Hen. Vl. and by charter of James I. has now a 


”% 


F A near deſcendant of Waller, the celebrated poet. 


HIGH WYCOMB. = 20 


% 


mayor, 


1 
14 
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” HIGH WYCOMB. 


mayor, recorder, two bailiffs, 12 aldermen, and 
a town-clerk. 
Rrcur or Etzcrion—Is in the mayor, bai- 
liffs, and burgeſſes not receiving am. 
RuTurxING — Aer ac the mayor and 
bailiffs. 
Nous or Vorzxs—48. 
Paro - Marquis of Lanſdown.  - 
The three following reſolutions are niſerted, 
ter to what mean artifices corruption and 
influence will deſcend, in order to obtain a ma- 
jority in ſuch venal boroughs. | 
March 17, 1725. Reſolved, nemine contradicente, 
That it appears to. this houſe, that in an 
entry of burgeſſes made at the borough of 
Cheping Wycomb in the county of Bucks, 
dated the 2oth of May, 1717, there has been 
an erazure lately made, and the name of 
Capt. Paget inſerted without any legal au- 
thority. | 
2. Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That it ap- 
pears to this houſe, that, in an entry of 
durgeſſes, made at the borough of Cheping 
Wycomb, dated the 26th of September, 1723, 
an erazure has lately been made, whereby 
the name of David Shilfore, a burgeſs of the 


ſaid borough, is erazed. | 


3˙ Re- 


nfs 41 


37 / Reſolved, nemine tontradicente; That Sampſon 

Trey and Jobn Widiner, who were admitted 
SN vote at the late election of a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid 
re borough of Cheping Wycoms, {having no 
pretence to be burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, 

but under a charter of James II. which was 
never accepted or enrolled) 'have no right of 
voting in elections of burgeſſes to ferve in 

. parliament for the ſaid borough. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
POLITICAL CHARACTER. 


TIE Kiltceratic intereſt prevailing in this 
county is that of the Duke of Rutland and Earl 
of Hardwick conjointly. Their relations or 
friends have ſucceeded in every election ſo long, 


as to intimidate every perſon who might be 


other wiſe diſpoſed to offer themſelves as candi- 
dates againſt this formidable influence. It muſt 
be however obſerved, that the Duke of Bedford, 
having great property in this county, has a con- 
ſiderable intereſt. But ſhould a conteſt ariſe 
from this circumſtance, inſtead of reſtoring the 
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42 CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


independence of the freeholders, it would only 


be a ſtruggle for the pre-eminence of ariſtocracy. 
Thus the freedom of choice inherent in the peo- 
ple muſt be ever overwhelmed, while the exer- 
ciſe of elective franchiſe 1 
ſion to property. 

P 
170, between Lord Robert Manners, brother to 


Sir Sampſon Gideon ; when the numbers — 


were, 
Lord Robert 8 1741 
Philip Yorke, eſq. 1452 
Sir Sampſon Gideon, 1058 


" 


Total of the poll _— 


In the above canteſt, Sir Sampſon Gideon was 
ſupported by the whole influence of the miniſ. 
ter of che day; but the court engine was found 


wo feeble ro ſhake the two pillars of ariſtocratic 
alliance. 


| Upon the death of Lord Robert Manners, Str 


Henry Peyton was elected; and, upon his de- 


ceaſe, General Adeane was choſen: both of 


| theſe members were elected upon the Rutland 

intereſt. 
When * Yorke, eg. ſucceeded to the 
nitle 


the late Duke of Rutland, and Philip Yorke, eſq. 
nephew to the late Earl of Hardwick, againſt | 


title of Earl of Hardwick in 1790, his brother, 
Charles Yorke, eſq, ſucceeded him in the repre- 
ſentation of this county. The family depend upon 
their intereſt for a permanent ſeat, with as much 


ſecurity as they do upon their peerage for andes 


a ſeat in kh other houſe. 


' CAMBRIDGE. 
PoLI1TICAL CHARACTER. —The right of voting 
in.this town. has been. limited, like the majority 


of the other towns and boroughs of Great Britain, 
to the corporation. The leading man in this 


corporation is John Mortlake, eſq. banker of the 
In the miniſtry of the Duke of Portland, 


be was the friend of the Coalition; to ſupport. 


which, he cauſed additional freemen to be made: 


among theſe was the Right Hon. Mr. Fox. But 


having ſince ſeen the road to preferment much 


clearer through the medium of the Rutland in- 


tereſt, he cauſed a greater number of electors to 


be made, of that complection, to give a ſecond 


change to the political bias of this conſtituent 
body. The miniſter has ſince ſeen. the merit of 
Mortlake in. ſuch advantageous colours, as to 
promote him to the lucrative places of a commiſ- 
fioner of the tax-office and receiver- general of the 
poſt- office, | 
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44 | CAMBRIDGE. 

Conrorarion — It was incorporated by 
Henry I. and is governed by a mayor, high ſtew. 
ard, recorder, twelve aldermen, &c. The mayor 
at the entrance into his office, takes an oath to 
maintain the privileges and cuſtoms of the uni. 
verſity, which, although the town is ſo large as 
to contain 14 pariſhes, is the chief glory of the 
place, and is ſaid to have been founded before the 
| birth of Chriſt. However, it was certainly a 
ſchool of learning in 630, under Sebert, king of 
the Eaſt Angles. The town of Cambridge is 
noticed in doomſday-book ; in which it is de- 
ſcribed to have been then divided into ten wards, 
containing 387 houſes. After the conqueror's 
death, Roger de Montgomery deſtroyed it with 
fire and ſword, to be revenged on William Rufus: 

In this deſtruction, the univerſity was entirely 
abandoned. Henry I. however, beſtowed upon it 
many privileges; ſuch as, exempting it from the 
power of the ſheriffs, and making it a corpora- 
tion, on paying annually 100 marks into the Ex- 
chequer, which was the ſame ſum as the ſheriff 
paid before for the profits of the town: he alfo 
ordered, that the merchants in the guild in Cam- 
bridge ſhould be free from all toll, paſſage, laſ- | 
tage, portage, and ſtallage, in all the fairs in his 
dominions on this fide and beyond the ſeas. 
| EC Richr 
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Rrcur or ELtcTIon—lIs in the mayor, bailiffs, 
and freemen not receiving alms. (Feb. 24, 1709.) 
NUMBER or VoTER8—200, The majority of 
them are non-reſidents and placemen. 
PaTRon—Duke of Rutland. 
The numbers e at the laſt conteſt i in 7780. 
were, 
Benj. Keene, eſq. 96 
J. War. Adeane, eſq. 83 
. Chril. Porter, . 18 


CAM BRIDGE UN IVERSITY. 
Pol TTIcAI. CuARAC TER. The elective influ- 
ence may be conſidered as chiefly miniſterial, 
| from Mr. Pitt being now Oe and one 


of its members. 
Ricnr oF ELecTIOn—Is in the doctors 36h 


maſters of arts. 


NumBzr or VorERS— Appears, from the ſtate of 


thelaſt poll, to be nearly 1200. The numbers were, 
Right Hon. William Pitt, 50g 
Earl of Euſton, 483 
| Laurence Dundas, Eg. 207 
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CHESHIRE. 
POLITICAL CHARACTER —& | | 
Tins county was, in the time of the Romans, 
one of the five counties inhabited by the Cornavii. 


This diſtinguiſhed name remained probably until 
the Romans left the iſland; for the Notitia Pro- 


vinciarum obſerves, that ſorne troops of the Cor- 


navii made a ſettlement under the latter emperors, 
The Romans being obliged to keep always ſtrong 
garriſons in their provinces, leſt they ſhould re- 
volt, proves them to have been a very martial 

During the heptarchy, this county was included 
in the kingdom of Mercia, and was poſſeſſed, 
about 200 years, by the ſucceſſors of Creda, the 
| founder of that kingdom, until the Danes invad- 

ed it under the reign of Burthred. Alfred the 
Great, driving the Danes from Mercia, A. D. 
B77, made it a province to his kingdom, of the 
Weſt Saxons, and conſtituted Ethelred, a de- 
ſcendant of a Mercian king, governor of it. 
Ethelred dying, it was governed many years by 
his widow, Edelfleda, who is often mentioned in 
ancient deſcriptions of this county. She was ſiſter 


of Edward the elder, being eldeſt daughter to 
| | „ 


- 


5 enn. 17 
the great Alfred by his wife Ailſwitha. Being 


ſubjected again to the Danes under Canute, it was 
committed to the care of Leofric, who was called 
earl of Cheſhire: his ſon Algar, and grandſon 
Edwin, were his ſucceſſors: but, during the go- 
vernment of the latter, it was, with the reſt of 
the kingdom, ſubjected to the Romans, by Wil- 
liam I. who gave it to Gerhord, a Flemiſh noble- 
men, for contributing greatly to his victory over 
Harold. It vas given afterwards by William to 
his nephew, Hugh Lupus, by this remarkable 
tenure, © To hold to him and his heirs as freely 
by the ſword as the king held the crown of Eng- 
land.” This grant comprehended thoſe great 


privileges and immunities which it poſſeſſed from 


being thus made a county palatine. Towardsthe 
declenſion of the Roman empire, Palatini were 


only the officers of the courts of princes; but, in 


proceſs of time, this title diſtinguiſhed a ſuperior 


order of men, who had the management of the 
ſtate immediately under the king or emperor, 


Thus, ſuch as exerciſed this ſovereignty of juriſ- 
diction in any particular diſtrict or province, were 
termed Counts Palatine, and the place where the 
Juriſdiction was exerciſed, a Palatinate, 

By the above grant, 'Cheſhire had all the 
privileges of a palatinate, although the earls 
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were not veſted with the titles of counts pala- 
tine. It had a very high ſovereign juriſdiction ; 
for Hugh Lupus, as well as ſeveral of his ſuc. 
oeſſora, convened parliaments, conſiſting of barons 
of their own creation, and of theif own tenants, 


who were not bound by the acts paſſed in the 


general parliament of the kingdom. This power, 
which was originally granted for very prudential 


reaſons, namely, to enable the earl to repel the 


incurũons of the Welch, or to quell any ſudeen 
inſurrection of the Engliſh in that diſtrict or 
neighbourhood, became very formidable to the 
crown. This continued in full vigour, until it 
was retrenched, and the county made not only 
ſubordinate, but dependant on the crown of 
England. Many of their ancient immunities are 
however fill retained ; for all pleas of lands 
and tenements, and all contracts ariſing within 


this county, are yet judicially heard and deter- 


mined within the ſame ; and if any determination 
in ſuch matters be made out of the county, 
except in caſes of error, foreign plea, and foreign 
voucher, it is void. But felony and treaſon are 

determined by itinerant judges in their circuit. 
This county is not entirely under the influence 
of the nobility : although the Earl of Stamford, 
Earl Groſvenor, and the Cholmondeley family, 
SON poſſeſs 


: 2 pu K 
as, 


| CnnSUIRE 


oolfeſs. conſiderable intereſt, Mr.. Crewe, 5 
preſent member, is equal to either in popular 


reſpectability. It is, at preſent, repreſented by 


a member of each party. Thus mutual agree 
ment to ſhare the elective influence in moſt of 


the counties ſeems to have ariſen from former 
oppoſitions having, in general, eoſt the parties 
from 20, oool. to 100, oool. Theſe enormous ſums 


being expended for the purpoſe of obtaining a 


ſeat in the houſe of commons, prove the great 


expectations even a knight of the ſhire muſt 


have from being choſen a repreſentative. If 
ſuch ſums are diſburſed, is it poſſible for any 
perſon to deny that county repreſentation is in- 
corruptible? Admitting that all the money is ex- 


pended in merely treating the voters, yet giving, 


or cauſing to be given, or even promiſing a 
voter any meat, drink, or gift, before an election, 
ſubjects the candidate, if returned, to . 
cation. 


* And becauſe all eleRtions ſhould be free from bribery, 
it is further enacted by the ftatute 5 Wil. chap. 4, that after 


the teſte of the writ of ſummons, iſſuing out any writ for. 


clefting a member, if any perſon by himſelf, or by any other 
in his behalf, or at his charge, ſhall before his election give, 


or promiſe to give, the voter any meat, drink, or gift, Ke. 


for his vote, ſuch perfon ſhall be diſabled to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, and ſhall be deemed no member, 


yolk © 1 2 . 
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whether the repreſentatives of counties, cities, or 
boroughs, as ſpend any ſums in treating the 
voters, fit in the* houſe contrary to the ſtatute 
law of the land. How thin would the con- 
gregation of St. Stephen be, on their annual 
call ro miniſterial devotion, were the political 


provided for by the ſtatute here alluded to of 
» William I. According to this act, the people 
might refuſe to ſubmit to all laws made, and 
taxes levied, by a parliament whoſe members 
are, by treating of voters, moſtly diſquillified. 
In their defence they might produce the ſtatute, 
which would deem the greater part no members, 
from having thus violated the letter and princi- 
ple of laws formed for the deſtruction of mi- 


CHESTER CITY. 
Porrricat Cuaractir.—Although the num- 


ber of electors is above 1000, its repreſentation is 


entirely atthe diſpoſal of Earl Groſvenor, whoſe 
brother and ſon are the preſent members, and 
whoſe family have poſſeſſed the ſeme influence, 


except in one or two inſtances at the revolution, 
I "ener © 


It is therefore evident that all members, 


-q -w A oo, + ak 
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ever ſince the reign of Charles II. This influ. | 

ence is created and. preſerved by ſecuring the 
corporation, which appears to be not immaculate, 
for more than a century, and by obtaining a leaſe 
from the crown of a number of tenements in this 
city. The members of the corporation, letting 
theſe from year to year only, as his lordſhip's 
agents, to electors, at low rents, operate ſo far 
on their fears and neceſſit ies as to controul their 
independence. To ſecure their own houſes, they 

care not whom to ſend to reſide in the houſe of 
the nation. Thus, they never reflect that their 
indifference to the choice of their members, 
makes them eventually pay in taxes much more 
than they fave in their rents. They ſhould, there- 

fore, be reminded that this barter cf privilege ſor 
a local tenement is only exchanging their na- 
tional fabric, the e for a eee 
hovel. 

Mr. Fe of this city, with the virtue e and 
firmneſs of a Fabius, having many years oppoſed 
this torrent of corporation and ariſtocratical in- 
fluence, has at laſt triumphed over that rod of 
deſpotiſm, the charter of Charles II. which was 
granted upon the violation of the great charter 


| of Henry VII. 
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$2 CHESTER CITY. 


a rr e of the moſt 
ancient and remarkable cities in the kingdom, 
it is neceſſary to devote a few pages more to 
it than we have — — to the reſt 
- contained in theſe volumes. 

It is a city of great antiquity, and derives its 
name from Cyra, the latin name for a camp, 
which the Roman legions frequently formed in 
the neighbourhood. Galba, particularly, encamp- 
ed here the 2oth legion, that was called Victrix. 
Thus many Roman antiquities found in and near 
this city, prove it to have been of conſider- 
able conſequence, ſo early as the reſidence of 
chat people in this iſland, From a coin of 

Geta that was found, having the inſcription of 
COL. DIVANA LEG. 20 VICT. it appears Cheſter was 
made a Roman colony by Geta, when he was left 
to take care of the ſouthern parts of Britain, at 
the time his father, the emperor Severus, and his 
brother Caracalla, were advancing into Caledonia. 
Before the end ofthe ſeventh century Cheſter was 
the fear of a biſhop, whoſe paſtoral care extend- 
ed over a part of the Mercian dominions. In the 
days of Arthur, grammar, philoſophy, and the 
learned languages, were taught here. Cadway 
and Cadwan, two Britiſh kings, having defeated 
the Saxons, were crowned here ; and a parliament 
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was held in this city by the former.  Echelwolf 
had the. ceremony of his coronation n 
here. It is likewiſe ſaid that Henry IV. em- 
peror of Germany, who married Maud, grand- 
daughter of William the conqueror, and had im- 
priſoned his father, the pope, and the cardinals, 
withdrew himſelf from the world, and lived a 
hermir, unknown as to his real character, at 
Cheſter, ten years; but death approaching, he 
diſcovered himſelf: he lies buried here. 
- When the great ſurvey was taken by William I. 
the earls, who had all the city except what be- - 
| longed. to. the biſhop, paid gelt or tribute for 
fiſty hides of land, forty 80 and ſeven mint- 
miſſen. 
Fi rom the earlieſt accounts of the conflitution- | 
of Cheſter, it was a mercatory guild, or corpora- 
tion of merchants and artificers : and that it was 
the moſt important among its contemporaries, 
may be inferred from its being well known as 
the weſtern emporium of commerce in the iſland ; 
and its two great annual fairs, granted by the firſt 
earls, are an exiſting evidence of its ancient com- 
mercial conſequence. Its trade, in the time of 
Edward 1. was ſo conſiderable, that it paid a year- 
| ly fee-farm rent to the crown of r00l. ; but, the 
| harbour being choaked with ſand, the trade was 
| | ne- 
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neceſſarily transferred to Liverpool, us the nerteſi 
and moſt convenient pott. To this cauſe may 
be aſcribed 2 — py 
of Liverpool. 
ConronaTron—or guild, evatited vet 
four companies: over each preſided an alder- 
man, who, according to the ancient cuſtoms, 
was annually elected. "There were two'officers, 
called keepers of the guild, who admitted free- 
men, received cuſtoms, rents, and fees, and who 
we may ſuppoſe, werethe primitive lzave-lookers. 
Theſe, with the ſheriffs, who derived their au- 
thority from the earl, and the murengers, pro- 
bably exiſted before there was a mayor. It does 
not appear when the latter chief magiſtrate was 
introduced into the corporation; for a charter of 
Henry III. mentions him as then being, and not 
as then created. ' It is however evident, that all 
the above offices exiſted before the charter of 
Hen. VII. dated April 6, 1506; for this granted 
no new offices or privileges: it confirmed the 
ancient cuſtoms of the place, and gave a ſacred 
and inviolable ſanction to the original right 
every citizen had to chooſe all the principal 
officers of the corporation; but the official power 
and authority was, by the efforts of intrigue and 
violence united, rendered perpetual in this city 


CHESTER, ALE, 0 5 
as well as in every other in the kingdom. To 
this may be attributed the office of alderman, 
that was originally but annual; being now, in 
this and every other corporation, held for life. 
Ambition thus availed itſelf of the natural pre- 
judices, and the moſt grateful affections of man- 
kind, to ſubject them to their oppreſſion, by. 
ſeducing them to reſign their independence. 
When an alderman had, by good behaviour, ex 
cited the gratitude, and rivetted the attachment 
of his elective citizens, he was frequently retained 


in his office, When the ſaſety of municipal privi- 


lege ſhould have obliged him to reſign. In this 


maimer the beſt of moral actions were the de- 


| ſtruction of the moſt valuable privileges. Thoſe 
vho were thus allowed to continue in office longer 
than the time preſcribed by cuſtom and conſtitu- 
tion, aſſumed the temporary ſufferance of their 
electors, as an undefeaſible right for life. Know- 
ing they could have no chance of being choſen 
the chief magiſtrate, while they were liable to 
be removed from their aldermanſhip by annual 
election, they choſe rather to violate the rights 


of their fellow Citizens, than loſe an opportunity 


eminence. This infringement of privilege aroſe 
from the mayor not being choſen among thoſe: 
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who had been alder men, as well as thoſe who 
were; and this defect in the municipal policy 
may be aſfignedas the cauſe of aldermen holding 
now their offices for life, who before held them 
only for a year. Great abuſes ſoon aroſe from 
this violation. — In 1554, it appears that the 


mayor appointed the common-councilmen. In 


1574, the confirmation which Elizabeth gave, 


| In the fixth year of her reign, to the charter of 


Henry VII. was, by the immaculate corpora- 
tion, furrendered for one that was more favour- 


able to the encroachments they had made on the 


privileges of their fellow-citizens. —In 1604, 
James I. gave a confirmation of the charter: this 
ſeemed to have leſs fincerity than compliment. 


interference in theaffairs of corporations, which 
began in this reign, and was carried to ſuch a 
dangerous exceſs by ſucceeding kings, as almoſt 
to threaten an entire ſubverſion of the few pri- 
vileges charters had reſtored to the people.— 


In 1662, Lord Brereton, Sir Peter Leiceſter, Sir- 
Richard Groſvenor, and Sir Geoffery Shackerby, 


acting as commiſſioners for regulating the cor- 


poration, endeavoured to remove ſeveral alder- 
men and common-councilmen, who appeared too 


much 


nominate a recorder, is an evidence of that royal 
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: ach attached to theintereſts of i fellow- cĩti- 
zens to be the avowed tools of government. To 
this origin may be traced thoſe diviſions and ani 
moſities which have frequently riſen to ſuch an 


alarming height in this city, and which can 


ſcarcely be ſaid yet to have ſubſided. To ſuch 
a degree was popular diſcord carried, that, at a 
parliamentary election in 1672, the recorder, 


Mr. William Williams, and Colonel Warden, 
who had been gentlemen of the bed- chamber to 


the Duke of York, afterwards James II. being op- 
ponent candidates, eight men were killed in the 


crowd, at the foot of the ſtairs of the common- 


hall; and the poll was, in conſequence, adjourn- 
ed to the Rood Eye. This is one of thoſe many 


diſmal and diſgraceful caſualties that too fre- 
quently attend thoſe times, when the people are 


called together to exerciſe their elective privi- 
leges:—at a period when the voters of this 
kingdom ſhould be ſuffered to chooſe their re- 
preſentatives with that peace, order and decency, 


which ought to characteriſe the conſtitution of a 


_ parliament, diſcords are fomented, and outrage 
abetted. The people are firſt intoxicated, and 


afterwards bullied. The very inſtant in which 


they are aſſembled to preſerve their lives, rights, 
and properties, 3 is baniſhed, rapine en- 
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couraged, and murder committed. Theſe are 
the bleſſings we have enjoyed ever ſince a ſeat in 
parliament has been more advantageous to the 


nance ſuch proceedings, encroachments were 
made on this and all other corporations. In this 
general abridgment of independence, the charter 
of Cheſter was altered; for, in 1676, a new 
charter was made, which, although it left the 
rightofcleon, as preſcribed in thatof Hen. VII. 
reſpet to the election of all the corporate offices, 
as e render their pollelides more immediatoly 
| The: eoator. puntics being i tcarly ls 
firength and affluence, agreed for a time to di- 
vide the repreſentation. 
The great ſubject of diſpute . CharleslIl. 
. and his parliament, was the excluding his bro- 
ther, the Duke of York, a profeſſed papiſt, from 
ſucceeding to the crown. No ſooner had the 
king called them together, for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining ſupplics, than a bill of excluſion was 
agitated, and made the fine gud non of every pe- 
cuniary grant; and ſuch were the apprehen- 
Hons of the conſequences of the duke's acceſſion 
w the crown, that even that part of the nation 
who 


repreſentative than the conſtituent; To counte- | 
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who were zealouſly attached to the king's per- 
ſon, and the more ſenſible and moderate, ſup- 
ported the meaſure of excluſion. Every klectim 
conſequently produced new advocates for it ih 
the houſe of commons, | in _ defiance of all The 
ſtrenuous efforts of court- influence. As money 
could not be had without parliaments, nothing re fe- 
mained, but for the crown to attempt the acqui- . 
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to counteract its defigns. "It was therefore in ima. 
- gined, and not without reaſon, that this might 
be effected by aſſuming the power of nominating 
the officers of corporations: and as this was only 
to be done by the demolition of charter, ; a plan 
was formed for this purpoſe of avowed tyrant ny. 
Some boroughs were terrified, and others cajoled 
into a ſurrender of their charters ; and againſt 
thoſe that were obſlinate, informations, in the 
nature of a quo warrunto, were filed. Theſe vio- 
lent proceedings ſoon evinced that the court were 
determined to eſtabliſh their arbitrary defi igns. 
With thefe views, there were riot wanting. in 
Cheſter, men who were ready to adopt 7 any mica- | 
ſure, however deſpotic, provided they were per- 
mitted to ſhare the unconſtitutional authority. 


To this end, a a voluntary ſurrender of their old 
| charter 
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charter was attempted ; but this meaſure, being 
too deſpotic, proved abortive. It was therefore 


neceſſary to have recourſe to compulſion. An in- 


formation was filed ; and the reſult was, that 
judgment was given, that the liberties of Chefter 
ſhould be ſeized into the king's bands, until the court 


ſhould further order; which was accordingly 


_ executed dy a writ of ſeizure. A rule for final 
judgment being given the next term, and the cor- 


however, from ſome neglect, was omitted. The 
Tories availed themſelves of theſe circumſtances, 
to obtain a new charter, have their own mayor, 
and to fill the corporation entirely with their 
own creatures. Regardleſs of the reproaches 


and execrations of their fellow-citizens, whom 
they had thus defpoiled of thoſe rights reſtored. 


to them by charter, they triumphed in the ſmiles 
and fun-ſhine of court-favour; and, as if ty- 
ranny had completely vanquiſhed the patriotiſm 
_ of Cheſter, a tablet was placed over the Pentice- 
door, with an inſcription, importing © that the 
® new charter was acceptable to all good men.” 


So venal and dependant the corparation became 


afterwards, that, when James II. vifited this 
city, the recorder, Leving, at the head of the 
5 — 5 cor- 


2 a a a a 6 


poration ſhowing no cauſe againſt it, a farther 
_ rule for entry of that judgment was made, which, 


Q. 
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corporation thus addreſſed him: © The corpo- 
© ration is your Majeſty's creature, and depends 
e merely on the will of its creator; and the ſole 
« jntimation of your Majeſty's pleaſure, ſhall 
ever have, with us, the force of a fundamental 


When James made an | alteration'i in moſt of he j 


charters in the kingdom, the like attempt wet 


made on the city of Cheſter: but the independant 


citizens, conceiving that this offer was only made 
to ſeduce them into a reſignation of their religious 
liberty, unanimouſly refuſed its acceptance, and 
deſired to have their ancient charter of Hen. VII. 


reſtored. Thus, through the diſmiſſion of the 
corporation created by Charles's charter, and the 


non-acceptance of that of James, the city was 
deſtitute nearly three months of magiſtrates, and 


the election=day paſſed without any officers-being 
The king, indeed, was at that time bu- 


choſen. 
fily employed in endeavouring to repair the wrong 
ſteps which were effecting his ruin, by particu- 
larly replacing all the corporations on their for- 
mer footing: the greateſt care was taken, that no 
force might be wanting to reſtore the ancient fran- 


chiſes to Cheſter. On the 18th of November, after 
the Prince of Orange had landed on the 4th, 


the corporation re- aſſumed its ancient privileges. 
8 In 
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In 1692, it was acknowledged by all, that the 
charter of reſtitution had, to every intent and 
revived the ancient franchiſes; among 
which, that of electing aldermen and common- 
_ councilmen, by the citizens at large, Was as. 
expreſely granted as any other; and as it pre- 
ſented a probable remedy againſt the encroach- 
ments of ariſtocratic power, it was reſolved that 
it ſhould be adopted. 

In October, 1692, Colonel Whitely was choſen 
mayor; and ſo pure and patriotic was his con- 
duct, that he was continued in the mayoralty 
four years ſucceſſively. Being obliged to retire 
from the fatigue of his office, he convened, a 
few days before this event, the corporation, and 
preſented them a ſet of regulations for their 
future choice of aldermen and common-council- 
men: theſe were ſo excellent, that they were 
unanimouſly received, and deſerved the appro- 
bation of every honeſt and ſenſible mind. This 
worthy citizen, being ſucceeded by one of op- 
polite principles, the freedom of the corporation 
was again ſubverted, by cauſing the elections of 
the city-officers to be made by a ſeleQ body. 
This was oppoſed by the citizens at large, in a 


9 by „ and ten others; 
which, 
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ineffectual. -:. - 
In 1698, ths; citizens were Aw "ok bs 7 
ſome artful means, perſuaded to elect the whole 
body, and then to vote, that they ſhould continue 
in their offices according to ancient cuſtom. Thus 
was entirely deſtroyed the ancient n * 
annual elections in the corporatio. 

A general election approaching in 1734, 3 
parties began to muſter their forces. This 
proved to be one of the ſevereſt conteſts which 
the city had ever experienced. Their paſſions 
already inflamed, and conſcious of the enor- 
mous weight of influence againſt them, the 


Whigs were driven into exceſſes which would 


have been inexcuſable on any other occa- 
ſion. It was apprehended that the corporation, 
having the power of making freemen in their 
_ own hands, might procure as many votes as 
they wanted. Some of the aldermen, having 
met in the Pentice at a late hour, on the Tueſday 
preceding the election, ſuſpicion aroſe, that the 
whole night was to be employed in admitting to 
the freedom of the city as many of their party 
as they could conveniently introduce. A mob 
** aſſembled about the Pentice, where 
they. 


„% ener err. 
out the aldermen, and damaged conſiderably the 
windows and furniture. Their adverſaries, feel- 
ing their inferioricy in this kind of conteſt, re- 
folved to call in foreign aſſiſtance : the following 
Gay, therefore, a large body of collicrs, and 
ether countrymen, were brought-from the neigh- 
bourhood of Wrexham, by the direction and 
under the influence of Mr. W. W. Wynne, 
The citizens, hearing of their approach, retired 
into the caſtle, and there armed themſelves with 
old fwords, helmets, and breaſt-pieces; and, 
thus formidably accoutered, ſallied forth to meet 
their focs. A bloody encounter enſued in Bridge- 
firect; and the Welchmen, after ſeveral of them 
were dangerouſly wounded, were ſoon routed and 
put to flight. It was now agreed, that hoſtilities 
ſhould ceaſe, and Tome plan ſhould be ſettled 
Friday to Monday ; and both parties ſo cxerted 
themſelves, as to bring votes from the moſt 
diſtant parts of the kingdom, and even from 
Ircland, in dire& contradiQtion to the charter, 
which limits theſe elections to be made by com- 
morant citizens. The majority, as might be 

expected, 
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expected, was in favour of the corporation mem- 
ber; but no ſooner were the books cloſed, and. 

the mayor and his attendants: retired from the 
© _ huſtings, than they were obliged to retreat into 


the Exchange coffee-houſe. They were, how 
ever, not here ſecure; for the mob broke in, 
ſeized the ſword and mace, and, chairing their 
favourite candidate, bore him before n to his 
houſe in triumph. 5 | 


As the Corporation ſtill exerciſed ths: over- 


bearing influence, recourſe was had to the only 
remedy againſt exorbitant power, which is that 


of recurring to its original and conſtitutional 


ſource the people. Informations were accord- 


ingly brought againſt Johnſon the mayor, 10 


aldermen, and 18 common. council, for uſyrp- 
ing the privilege of electing aldermen, excluſi ve 
of the commonalty. Aſter a conſiderable con- 
teſt, the Tories prevailed; and the Whigs, from 
diſappointment and exhauſted finances, ſeemed 
to have been, for that time, N e 
and diſunited. | 

An attempt was made to 5 a in 1747, 


aller auſpiees which ſeemed to inſure ſucceſs. 


It appeared that, at the election of 1734, the right 
of non-reſident freemen to vote had been queſ- 
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tioned ; and it was now reſolved to try the ĩſſue. 
The miniſter, to whom the Groſvenor family was 
duced to this from the hope that, if the queſtion 
concerning non-reſidents ſhould be agitated, his 
fupport would not be wanting. The election was 
carried on with all the heat and violence of for- 
mer times ; and the Tory party, counting non- 
A petition was prefented, and the enquiry com- 
menced, which clcarly rended to eſtabliſh the 
right of election in refident freemen only. And 
now Sir Robert Groſvenor found himſelf in a 
very diſagreeable dilemma : he confidered that 
his intereſt in Weſtminſter muſt be devoted tothe 
miniſter, or he would be obliged to reſign one re- 
preſentation for his hereditary borough, to which 
he could by no means conſent. But, as it was no 
novelty in his family to change principles, for the 
. purpoſe of preſerving the ſuperiority in Cheſter, 
a compromiſe was made the evening before the 
Final iſſue of the petition : and, notwithſtanding 
. the reſolutions of the preceding day, the counſel 


for the petitioners were inſtructed to ſay, © that 
* they would give the houſe no farther trouble.” 
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Thus was the baron made the victim of miniſte- 
rial duplicity. We may therefore rejoice at the 
day that Mr. Grenville's act has placed the ifſue 
of conteſted elections in more impartial hands 
than thoſe of an influenced majority of the houſe 


of commons. | 
From the above and hos ſi ucceeding ci circum- 


ſtances, ref] pecting the conduct of the corporation 
and their opponents, it is evident that the former 


| have always endeavoured to preſerve their power 
by abridging and extinguiſhing the liberties of the 


people as much as they poſſibly could, while the 
latter have always endeavoured: to found their 
pride and diſtinction on the defence of the rights 
and privileges of their fellow-citizens, 


ANCIENT ReegesenTATION—This city being 


the capital of a county pala tine, did not ſend 


members to the national parliam ent before they. 


.were granted the JI by act 34 and 35 Hen- 


ry VIII. c. 15. 

Rich ro EITC TIC — Vas determined, Feb. 2, 
2747, to be in the freemen. 

NouzkR or VorzkSs—are 1000. 
RrruxxI No Orrickxs— the ſheriff. 
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| POLITICAL INFLUENCE. 


Tas county is not entirely under the in- 
Hence of the nobility. The Duke of Leeds, the 

Earl of Mount Edgecombe, Lord Viſcount Fal- 
mouth, Lord Camelford, and Lord Eliot, indeed, 
command a moſt powerful intereſt : but when 
oppoſed by the Prince of Wales, as ſovereign of 
the county, the Duke of Bedford, and the Duke 
of Northumberland, the independence of the 
county has had an opportunity of exerting itſelf. 
The firſt of theſe parties, however, prevailed at, 
the laſt election ; but the majority w was not very 
conſiderable. 

Nunuztr or Vortze—in this * are 2700. 
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"FIR CHARACTER —— in- 

| fluence has been an objeR of legal contention in 
this borough for near twenty years. The queſ- 
| tion has been, whether the right of election was 


in the corporation, conſiſting of twenty. eight | 


members, or in the freeholders of ancient houſes 
or their fites, held by burgage-tenure, of which 


es and all the property of Mr. 
| I. Buller, 


«*& 


— 
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J. Buller, enden to the judge, and one of the | 


Commiſſioners of the Exciſe. 


This queſtion has been four times conteſted at 


different elections, and brought to iſſue by com- 
mittees of the houſe of commons ſince the paſſing 
of the Grenville act. The determinations were, 
in the three firſt, nes to the corporation; 
but the latter decided the right to be in the bur- 
gage-holders. This produced an occurence that 
muſt convince more ſtrongly than any hypotheti- 
cal argument can inform the mind, that the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem of repreſentation muſt remain incom- 
plete until its innumerable imperfections are 
forced to yield to a radical reform. The Right 
Hon. Charles Jenkinſon, and Charles Ambler, 


were returned by the corporation at the general 


election in 1785, and reſolved, by a committee, 
on Monday, the 25th of April, 1785, to be duly 
elected. A vacancy happened in October, 1786, 


by Mr. Jenkinſon being created a peer, when 
the Earl of Mornington was returned by the 
corporation in his room; and Mr. Lemon pe- 
titioned againſt the ſaid return, on the right of 


the burgage-holders. The committee appointed 


to try the merits of the petition met on the agth 


of N 1787, and, on the 6th of May following, 
WO 


e eee eee 
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reported to the houſe, that Mr. Lake nc 
duly defted. Thus two members were ſitting 
in the Houſe of Commons at the ſame time for 
the fame borough, upon the right of a different 
deſcription of electors, who had, each of them, 
been deemed ineligible in the ſame Parliament. 
But what is till more remarkable, and derago- 

tory to all principles of conſtitutional conſiſtency, 
s, that this error in the repreſentation for Saltaſſt 
ſhould remain yet uncorrected. Indeed the 
right is Ml diſputed, and is therefore to be aſcer- 
tained. The committees have three ſeveral 
times ſeated the members choſen by the corpora- 
tion, and once determined in favour of the perſon 
who had the ſuffrages of Mr. Buller's thirty- 
Eight burgage-tenures ; but neither of them are 
final. By the amended Grenville att, the parties 
have yet the chance of two more petitions on 
this queſtion of elective right, which may proba- 
bly be as oppoſite in their decifions to each other 
as thoſe which have been already determined. | 

With regard to the influence over this bo- 

rough, the preſent members were returned by 
the burgage-tenures of Mr. Buller. They had 
the good fortune to preſerve thejr ſeats without 


Tn aan Should the 
right 
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right be finally adjudged to be in theſe burgage 


tenants, the property, and conſequently influence 
= the borough, will be transferred entirely. from 


the corporation to Mr. Buller; but, on the con- 


trary, ſhould the corporation of -Saltaſh gain 
the ee the influeuce will then, 4s 0 the 
| treaſury. . 1001 169 92 

This borough is os in his PR dif 
Sande and obſcurities as moſt of the other 


boroughs in the kingdom. Having: deſtroyed 
that ſimple but general right of all tithings, 


which /, were originally boroughs, having a 


ſhare in the legiſlature, ſucceeding charters 
have been made by ſucceeding kings, accord- 
ing to their ſeparate views and intereſts, 


ſo as to have deſtroyed even the tenor and 


principle of each other. Endeavouring to limit 


a privilege that, by nature and juſtice, was and 
ſhould be a common inheritance, has involved 


the municipal conſtitution of our boroughs i in ab- 
ſurd perplexities, as well as expoſed them to 
arbitrary encroachments. It was firſt chartered 


as a borough ſo early as Henry IV. by its Lord 


Reginald Valletort, who was lord of the houſe of 


Trematon, within which Saltaſh is ſituated. A 


. ſecond charter was granted by Richard II. a 
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third by Elizabeth, i in which were recited the 
two former; and two others, which were granted 
by Edward IV. and Henry VIII.: in theſe were 
 gramted the town with all its members and appur- 
zenances, the ferry of the river, rents of aſſize, 
tolls, Sc. and to be yielded to her heirs and 
fucceſſors, Dukes of Cornwall, for £.18 per 
annum, as fſee-farm rent: And that there 
_ © fhould be in the fame borough two burgeſſes 
* of the parliament ;. and the mayor and free 
* burgeſſes for the time being, as often as a par- 
* lament ſhould be fummoned, ſhould have 
* power and authority to chooſe two diſcrete and 
® honeſt men to be burgeſſes of the parliament 
* for the ſame borough.” This charter of Eliza- 
beth was ſurrendered to Charles II. Jan. 1683-3, 
who, in conſequence, granted another to them, 
dated Nov. 27, 168g, * r 1 

Awciexr RrrazszNTATIOY.— Although this 
wwn was chartered as a borough ſo early as 
eee e eee 
Conronartox.—It was firſt cape by 
Charles II. who granted the inhabitants the pri- 


 vilege of being governed by a mayor, fix alder- 
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men, and thirty-three burgeſſes although the 
number is now indefinite. Theſe may chooſe a 

recorder, and ele& members of parliament. The 
manor of the borough is veſted in the corporation, 


who, upon the payment of £18 annually, enjoy 


the tolls of the markets; fairs, &c. as above ob- 


ſerved. A power was reſerved in the crown, as 
in all other charters, granted by this monarch, to 


diſplace at pleaſure any mayor, alderman, bur- 
geſs, town-clerk, &c. This was the tenure by 
which the electors in theſe places held their fran- 


chiſe; ſo that, by khis mode of incorporating 
moſt of the boroughs in the kingdom, Charles 
poſſeſſed himſelf entirely of the elective influence. 


He was certain. of having none but his friends 
choſen by theſe dependent boroughs, whoſe in- 


habitants had no other ſecurity for their tenures 4 
but obeying the dictates of his pleaſure. It is, 


however, proper here to obſerve, that this arbi= 


trary principle, which had ſubjefted the freedom 


of election in all ſueh boroughs as were thus 
chartered by Charles II. to miniſterial influence, 
_ was, in a trial reſpecting Cheſter, | decided abou, 

four years ſince to be nugatory. As, therefore, 


this city has thus emancipated itſelf from the fet- 


* of court * it ma be obſerved that 
315 | every 
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every other. borough, in the ſame nen 
has the ſame means of redreſs. 
| On the 21ſt May, a the 
corporation, whoſe whole number at that time 
was lefs than twenty, petitioned his preſent ma- 
jelly for a new charter: they ſtated the diſſolu- 
tion of the old charter, and their incapacity to 
continue it. A new charter was accordingly 
granted 5th June, 1774, in principle ſimilar to that 
of Charles II. for it reſerved the ſame power of 
diſplacing corporators at- pleaſure. The mem- 
bers named in this charter were moſt of them 
placemen in the dock-yard at Plymouth, or per- 
fons holding offices under government. Thus, 
by the creatures of corruption, the town of Sal- 
tal was again rivetted to a ſervile depen- 
dence on every adminiſtration for the time being. 
Unlek the corporation chooſe members in fa- 
vour of government, they are liable to loſe their 
civil diſtinQions and national privileges. When 
ſovereign authority diſpenſes a corporation-right 
on the conditions of ſervile dependence and 
obedience, to what ſource of political integrity 
e a people to look for the reſtoration of 
faſpended privilege? when every avenue of 
freedom is thus cloſed by the bar of arbitrary 
diQtation, 


L — 
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dition, the people can bave no hopes to 
ſee their government reſtored. They may 
be as loud in complaining: as they have been 
patient in ſuffering, without: having their grie- 
vances heard, or their oppreſſions even lamen- 
ted; for, while they have been remonſtrating 


againſt their loſs of privilege, the fetters of their 
bondage have been more cloſely rivetting. Surely 


if any infringement of the conſtitution calls aloud 


for redreſs, it is that which corrupts and controuls - 


the very ſource of privilege. It is in vain to 
guard againſt the venal practices of repreſentation, 
when every member is thus liable to be the crea- 


ture of a court, returned by the ſervile depen- 


dents of every intriguing and ambitious miniſtry. | 
When boroughs are therefore chartered, and, 


by their own ſolicitations,” on the condition ok 


having the members of the corporation diveſted 
of elettive independence, all ſecurity of free- 
dom. is loſt; and nothing can poſlibly reſtore 


the conſtitution to its primitive integrity, but 


the unanimous ſacrifice of all perſonal intereſt, 
. whether of preſent poſſeſſion, or future expec- 


tancy. Reform muſt not be ſought, for the pur- 
poſe of ſupplanting one patty, in order to ſeat 


J ; for the lame, principles of influence 
remaining, 
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| remaining, rotten boroughs will again be obliged, 

on forfeiture of their offices, to chooſe venal re- 
preſentations, to ſupport the ſame attacks on a 
_ nation's right in one miniſtry that have been re- 
probated as the practice of others. Miniſters, 
whoever they may be, according to the preſent 
Rate of corrupt repreſentation, have, as we have 
already mentioned, no ſeeurity for their ſeats but 
the moſt venal arts of influence. They dare not 
depend on the integrity of their meaſures, - leſt 
others, as ambitious as themſelves, ſhould ſurpriſe 
them, ungarded by their broad ſhield of influ- 
ence, and caſt them headlong from their heights 
of power and preferment. It is therefore ſeen, 


dat every miniſter, whatever may be his pro- 


Feffions when in oppoſition, avails himſelf of all the 
patronage and variety of influence to ſecure him- 
elf againſt the attacks which be has before levied 
again his predeceſſors in office: for this pur- 
poſe are boroughs chartered on the principle of 
Salktaſh; and thus is corrupt influence extended, 
not only in the petty juriſdiction of a town-hall 
or market-place, but even into every avenue, 
great or {mall, divine or human, where the paſ- 
Bons or ſenſes of man are to be rendered. fub- 
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0 The Ahe therefors of repreſentation muſt be 
in general reformed, before the people can poſ- 
ſibly be free. No conftitution can be reſtored 
by one ſet of men being in place, without it is 
the joint effort and' inclination of the reſt. to 
aid them in the laudable deſign: no perſons 
poſſeſſed of power can reſtore this country to 
liberty, unleſs the principles: of that power are - 
firſt purified from ambitious influence and venal 
corruption. While the ſource of oppreſſion re- 
mains, every perſon poſſeſſed of power. muſt be 


more than human to reſiſt. the temptation of exert- 


ing an arbitrary. authority. Hiſtory ſcarcely 
affords an inſtance of any ſet of men, in the me- 
ridian of luxury, venality, and influence, ſacri- 
ficing their power to patriotiſm. Even the 
revolution of France was the general act 
of a nation; not the facrifice of a few in- 
dividuals. All ranks, degrees, and profeſſions, 
united in the _ univerſal ſacrifice of deſpotiſm, 
on the ſhrine of liberty: the ſoldier, lawyer, 
divine, ſtateſman, and artizan, all conjoined in 
one unanimous effort to be free. Emancipation, 
was the univerſal ſentiment which animated the 
breaſt of the nation, and thus broke the bonds of 
llavery. It was a deed that required the whole 
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Rrength of a peoplet o perform; and riothitig 
tort of the conſolidated power of a nation could 
have effcQcd the grand deſign. Lge: 
Rrear or Exzerion—is in the burgage- te- 
Nunzztz or Vorers—38. | 
Tas Reruaxxixc Orricex—the mayor. 
Patzon or rut BorouGn—Mr. Buller. 


Sr. MICHAEL, OR MITCHELL. 


| This borough is fo deſpicable a town, that it 
does not conliſt of above 30 thatched houſes and 
one inn. It ſtands in the two pariſhes of New- 
yu and St. Enedore; which laſt is a valuable 
vicarage, in the gift of the biſhop of Exon. It 
is one of the oldeſt boroughs by preſcription in 
| the county. It is governed by a portreve, cho- 
ten annually, by a jury of the chief inhabitants, 
out of the fix principal tenants, who are called 
deputy lords of the manor, from poſſeſſing lands 
in the borough. Theſe fix lords are Sir Carew 
Vyvyan, Bart. Sir Francis Baſſet, Mr. Hugh Boſ- 
cawen, Sir Thomas Carew, Mr. William Court- 
ney, and Mr. Gully. The manor belonged to 
the Arundels of Llanhern : one of the anceſtors 
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_ 
of this family procured for this place the privi- 
leges of a free borough, with a market and fair; 
both of which are now diſuſed. In 30 Edw. I. 
this little town was called Modiſhole, from which 
it may have derived its preſent name. I 

Ancient REPRESENTATION.—lt ſent mem— 
bers to parliament 6 Edw. VI. in which retura 
it is called Burgus et Villa Mychel, Mitchel, or 
| Modiſhole. It is no where called Ko kN 
until of a later date. | 

Patronacs.—This borough is now the joint 
property of Lord Viſcount Falmouth and Sir 
Francis Bafſet, between whom a ſtrong conteſt 
for ſuperiority aroſe at the general eleQion in 
1784. At this conteſt, David Howel and Roger 
Wilbraham, eſqrs. were candidates, on the in- 
tereſt of Sir Francis Baſſet; and Chriſtopher 
Hawkins, eſq. and Mr. Boſcawen, on that of 
Lord Falmonth. The numbers on the poll 

weres {2 + WET a 
David Howell, elq. | 27 
Roger Wilbraham, eſq. 21 
Chriſtopher Hawkins, ela. 21 

Mr. Boſcawen, 15 
A committee was however choſen, on the 1 g 
Ss 87882 following, to try the merits of this double 
| return, 


ay 
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n was made/in confequenceof the 


- equality of numbers polled for Mr. Wilbrabam ' 


and Mr. Hawkins. The counſel for the former 
firove very hard to invalidate the election of the 
latter on the plea of bribery committed by Mr. 
Curgenven, Reward to lord Falmouth. . It was 
ined, that Mr. Curgenven refided with Mr. 
Hawkins, in the houſe of one of his lordſhip's 
agents, during the election; and it was proved 


that they canvaſſed the borough together, andthat 
Curgenven aſked the vote of one of the witneſſes 
_ for Mr. Hawkins in his preſence, and jointly 
opinion. that the agency of Mr. Curgenven 
was not ſufficiently proved, to admit this evidence 


of bribery being a plea to invalidate the election 
of Mr. Hawkins. Being therefore relieved 
from this accuſation, his counſel.:propoſed to 
firike of four votes from the poll of Wilbra- 


ham, which had been admitted by the returning- 


officer, and to add one to that of Hawkins, 


which had, by the ſame authority, been rejefted. 


Upon the evidence adduced in ſupport of this 


propofition, the committee decided, that Kr. 
Hiwkins was duly eleQted. _ 


| Since th above dterminnion, Lord F Falmouth | 


-= and 
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and Sir Francis Bafſer, whoſe 8 are o muen 
upon an equality, have avoided the cauſe of fu- 
ture : conteſts, by each CORO en and ""_ 
ſending one member. | 

\RIicur or ELxerIon—has: been a de- 
| mine In the firſt caſe which appears upon 
the journals, the members were choſen by burg- 
hers; a name which does not, at preſent, exiſt 
in the borough. To this report, it is alſo added, 


* ©« the inhabitants condeſcended; which proves 8 


that the right being thus coneeded by the inhabi- 
tants at large, in favour of the burghers, they 
originally poſſeſſed the privilege as it was anciently ' 


enjoyed by the inhabitants of every borough in 


in the kingdom, before the right was excluſively 
granted to cities, towns, and boroughs, that were 
more immediately in the intereſt of royalty. 
The next caſe, which was in 1660, the members 


were .choſen by two elizors, who were them 


ſelves choſen. by the lord of the manor, and 
twenty-two of the freemen choſen . theſe two 


elizors. 
The 1 of . was on: diſputed be- 


tween them and the commonalty at large, which 


was decided by the houſe in favour of the for- 
mer. Thus was the right of repreſentation 3 in- 
n E b 'S | this 
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this borough transferred from the people to the 


lerd of the manor. Another conteſt did not 
ariſe for twenty-nine years afterwards. At this 


decifion the rights of the people ſeemed to have 


been fo little underſtood, that neither the lord 
of the manor, nor the commonalty, appear to 
have aſſerted the leaſt claim to the privilege. 
The difpute at this conteſt in 1689, was between 
_ the inhabitants paying ſcbt and lot, and the houſe- 
keepers at large. The determination of the houſe 
of commons reſpecting this borough, varied con- 
fiderably, for on the ach of December 168, they 
determined the right of election to be in the lords 


_ ofthe borough, and the houſckeepers not receiv- 


ing alms; but on Marck 20, 1700, it was deter- 
mined to be in the portreves, andlords of the 
manor capable of being portreves, and the inha- 
bitants of the ſaid borough paying ſcot and lot. 


Consrrrurion—of Mitchell, is that of a ſupe- 


rior or high lord, and five meſne or deputy lords, 
who hold of him; the portreve, who prefides in 
the borough, is one of the deputy lords, annually 
choſen to that office at the court-leet of the high 
lord. Although the words frremen and commonaliy 
are uſed in the firſt reſolution, yet Mitchell is 
not, nor ever has been, a corporation. 5 
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" Parnons=—Lord Falmouth and Sir Francis 
Baſſet. 
" Nomzrr or Vorz 25—42. 2 


HELSTON. 5 


| This Borough has been the object of e 
litigation for ſome years. The conteſt here was 
between a corporation acting under a charter 
granted by Queen Elizabeth and confirmed by 
Charles the firſt, and another corporation aQting 
under another charter granted by his preſent 
majeſty. The right of election was the great 
object of contention. Each corporation aſſerted 
their claim to it, the new one ſupported by the 
late Lord Godolphin, and the remaining mem- 
bers of the old one under the ſupport of the late 
Mr. York and the late Mr. Cuſt, two gentlemen 
for whom they tendered their votes at the gene- 
ral election in 1774. This queſtion was brought 
before a committee of theHouſe of Commons in 
1775- The corporation acting under the new char- 
ter by Mr. Rogers, their mayor, returned the Mar- 
quis of Carmarthen and F. G. Owen, eſq. The 
corporation acting under the old charter by Mr. 
- Johns, theirmayor, returned Philip Yorke, eſq, and 

G 2 Francis 
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Francis Cuſt, eſq. The committee, after a moſt 


daborate inveſtigation,* determined in favour 


of the old charter, and that Mr. THO. #00 Mr- 
Cuſt were duly elected. 


At the laſt general election in 1790, the ſame 


comeſt was renewed, when the Rev. John Paſ- 
more, mayor, under the new charter, made a 
return of Sir Gilbert Elliot and Sir Stephen Luſh- 
ington ; and Richard Penhall, who united in his 
on ſolit ary perſon the whole corporation under 
the old charter, all the other members of that 
body being dead, conceived himſelf inveſted, 
under the laſt determination of the houſe, vith. the 
fole power of cleQting two members to repre- 


ſent the people of England in Parliament, returned 


James Bland Burgeſs, eſq. the under Secretary of 
State, and Charles Abbot, eſq. This double re- 


turn was brought to a hearing before a commit- 


tee immediately upon the meeting of the new Par- 
lament, who decided (contrary to the former com- 
mitte) in ſavour of the corporation acting under 


the ur charter, by which deciſion Mr. Burgeſs 


and Mr. Abbot loſt their ſeats, and Mr. Penhall 
me corporate right at leaſt for the preſent Parlia- 


. See Douglas' Reports, 


ment, 


n 1 nn 1 N 
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ment, of baving two members to repreſent his 
individual peg in the 'Britiſh FR of n 


* 


Mons. 40 34 714 TY 2379+; 59 els * 1 ob 
The Duke of Leeds whoſucceeded to Weeds 


of the late Lord Godolphin, was the Patron of 
thenew ED * whom he had been returned 


1774. but e. conceiving 8 che; ee the firſt 
committee that the right was in Penhall only, and 
that the new corporation would never be able to 
eſtabliſh their right to the election of members 
for this Borough. his grace abandgned his old 
friends and paid his court to Mr. Penhall, who, 
teturned Mr. Burgeſs, and Mr. Abbot under bis 
Grace's patronage, but having this time been as 
unſucceſsful with the old charter as he was be · 
fore with the new one, it is ſaid that a reconcilia- 
tion has taken place with the latter, and that the 
members will in future bereturned by them un- 
der this noble influence without r further op- 
poſition from Mr. Penhall. : 
RIGHT oF: Erxcriou—in the corporation. 
NuMBER or VoTERS—36. N 
RETURNING OFFICER—The mayor. 
PaTrzon—Duke of Leeds. 7 
83 Sr. IVES. 


Sr. IVI. 
Sr. IVES. 


Acme Srarz.—Tbe e 
longed to the Ferrers family, from whom it came 
by marrage by the Champernoons; and from 
them, in the ſame manner, to Sir Robert Wil- 
loughby, Baron de Broke, whoſe co-heireſſes 
marrying Blunt, Lord Mountjoy, and Mr. Pow- 
Jett, anceſtor to the preſent Duke of Bolton, it 


nobleman 


Ancrzwnt — —This bovine 


firſt ſent members to n * of 
Queen Mary. | 


by Charles I. and is governed by a mayor, recor- 
der, and twelve capital burgeſſes, with twenty- 
four inferior burgeſſes, and a town-clerk; of 
whom the mayor, while in his. office, and a 
year aſter, as well as the recorder and ſenior 
burgeſſes, are always juſtices of the peace. 
RrenT or ErtscTiIon—is in the inhabitants of 
the faid borough, paying ſcot and lot. 
CASE OF BRIBERY. 


On che 25th of April, 1775, a committee being 
met, two petitions were read, ſtating that, during 
the time of canvaſſing and at the eleQiion, the two 


came, on a diviſion doe ro woken latter 


Conrokarton.— The town was incorporn 
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fitting members, and Mr. Praed's father, by 


themſelves and their agents, gave and lent ſeveral 


large ſums of money to ſeveral of the eleQors, in 
order to corrupt and cauſe them to vote for the 


ſaid two fitting members; that they were guilty 


of other modes of bribery; that the returning 
officer had acted partially, by admitting voters 


/ 


who had no right, and rejecting others who had; 


and that, by theſe and other undue means, the 
fitting members had been choſen and returned. 
The reſolution of the houſe, reſpecting the 
right of election, was then read, and the follow- 
ing numbers of the 1 885 were nn by the 


town-=clerk ; 


For Praed ew: "ew {0} ret 98 


For Drummond.— — 78 

For Stephens, the petitioner 1 
The evidence proved; that the Wee money 
advanced by Mr. Praed the father, to the voters, 


on their notes, payable with intereſt at the bank 


of Truro, were only colourable loans; that the 
voters received the money on condition that 
they ſhould vote for his ſon and a friend; and 


that they were cauſed to underſtand that, on this 


compliance, the payment of their notes would 
never be demanded; and that Mr. Praed, ſen. 


was conſidered as the agent for both his ſon and 
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Mr. Drummond. The petition therefore con- 
— 7 bn: AGE 
of fitting for the faid borough. 
Evidence was S that 

fo many of the voters for the fitting members 
had been bribed, that the petitioners would be 

found to bave evidently the majority of legal 
votes. It was likewiſe ſtated, that Mr. Stephens 
ought to have had 40 more votes, of which: he 
was -unjuilly deprived, by this number of. voters 
im his intereſt not being rated, although they 
had ratcable property. But to this evidence 
being given, the counſel for the fitting members 
objefted ; for they offered to prove that all the 
perſons rated for. St. Ives, during the laſt five 
years, were ſo on the laſt occaſion. of making 
the rate, except two, who had been ſtruck off in 

conſequence of their own application, ftating the 

narrowneſs of their circumſtances, and begging 
to be relieved from the land and window tax; 

that none of theſe 40 perſons, except two, had 

_ appealed againſt the rate of January, 1774; and 
that, on their appeal, the rate. was confirmed; 
that the determination in the caſe of Milborne 
Port, which had been quoted by Mr. Stephens's 
counſel, was, that when a man has been de fatla 
rated, and is * rateable property, and 


has 
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has paid the rate, ſuch perſon is within the de- 
ſcription of one pay ing ſcot. and lot, although the 
overſeers may have been illegally appointed. 
But it never had been pretended before, that 
men, circumſtanced as thoſe propoſed to he 
added top the poll, could vote as ſcot and lot 


men; nor could it be imagined mat the com- 
mittee would transform themiclyrs, into the over- 


? f F * 


| borough of 8. Ives. This power ns 55 
and ſo diſcretionary, in the pariſh officers, that 
even the Court of King's Bench would not at- 
tempt to controul it, unleſs on the plea of groſs 
miſcondu& and partiality. 8 

-./+COUNSEL FOR, THE PETITIONERS, | 
Anſwered, that it could be proved ſome of 
the perſons in queſtion had applied to be rated, 
and had been refuſed, and therefore they had 
acquieſced in this conduct of the overſeers. And 
as it could alſo be proved. that the four juſtices 
who appointed the overſeers were in the intereſt | 
of the Praeds, they | did not. appeal, from being | 
convinced they would have obtained no redreſs. 
It was likewiſe ſtated, that the Gtting. member 
himſelf was one of the four juſtices; 5 and that the 
appeal which had been brought by the two. was 
only colourable f from theſe perſons being the 
partiſans 


=_ a. Ives. 
partiſans of Mr. Pracd, and the appeal being 
only made as an advantage to be taken on the 
preſent occaſion. 
The committee, aſking if it was meant to prove 
any miſconduR or criminal partiality in the over. 
fſeers, were anfwered in the negative. The chair- 
man then declared they were of opinion, 
* That perſons, though poſſeſſed of rateable 
property, if they have not been rated, and can- 
_© not prove miſcondutt in the overſeers in not 
* rating them, are not entitled to vote.” - 


| COUNSEL FOR THE SITTING MEMBERS, 


Brought witneſſes to prove, that the petitioner 
himſelf had endeavoured to gain his election by 
giving or promiſing money to the voters. 
In the courſe of the evidence one Wallis 
proved, that one Noell ſaid, in the preſence and 
bearing of Mr. Pracd's father, that Mr. Praed 
knew that he (Noell) could not take the bribery- 
oath, which was not contradicted by Praed. 
This queſtion was objected to. 
__ # was ſaid to be an eftabliſhed rule, that no cvi- 
dence ſhall be admitted upon oath of whit a man ſaid 
wen he was no? wpon anl. To break this rule, 


would be — with che worſt conſequences; | 
"NE" 


2 1. l | 9 


for many men, who would not take s falſe oath; 
might be drawn to ſay things that are falſe in 
converſation, in the preſence of a perſon placed 
on purpoſe within hearing, in ordez to relate 
afterwards, upon oath, what the other had ſaid. _ 

This rule was admitted by the counſel for the 
petitioners ;' but they, at the fame” time, ſaid it 
did not apply to the evidence then offered; for 
that the witneſs meant to prove a declaration of 
Noell, and a charge brought by him againſt 
Praed, and which was not contradidted by Praed, 
although declared in his hearing: it had there- 
fore every appearance of truth. This kind of 
evidence was ane taken i in 6558 | 

of juſtice. 

The committee e the een 

May 8, 1775, the committee, by their chair 
man, e * houſe that . 20 1 7 
1 

That Mr. Droviegiil was du clefied; 1 0 
s that the election of one of the burgeſſes to ſerve 
« in parliament for the 2 of St. * was 
« yoid.” 

And accordingly a new writ was dat +: 
 Nvuuzrx or Vorras—yerc, ce 


= | 2arzvont. 
Will, 150; but the have nenn 


8 
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a> +4 . TREGONY. _, hs 
1 6 is an n 
Ederable village, without trade, commeree, or 
manufaftory. The eleſtive influence was ſome 
time conteſted between Lord Falmouth and Sir 
Francis Baſſet, as were the boroughs of Mitchell 
and Truro ; but the parties having agreed to 
end one member each for the former, Lord 
Falmouth, who was lord of great part of the ſoil, 
In this borough, ſold his property, and with it 
transferred- his intereſt to Sir Francis Baſſet, 
conditionally that Sir Francis, ſhould withdraw 
bis oppoſition, and transfer his intereſt at Truro. 
wo his lordſhip. Matters being thus ſatisfaRorily. 
arranged, Sir Francis diſpoſed of the whole to 
Mr. Barwell, the nabob, who is now the ſolo 
proprietor of the borough. 
 AnctexT — this 
wwn is now fo inſigniſicant, it was formerly of 
fome conſequence ; for it mage two returns to 


parliament ſo early as 23 and 25 of Edward I. 
| Farm 


2» 
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From this time Tregony was not repreſented 
until the firſt year of Elizabeth, when it returned 
two members, and has nee to do o ever 
ſince. „ Bek 5 

| ecken an e 30 Edward I. „ de | 
Pomeroy, then lord of che town, certified his 
right to'a market, fair, and other privileges; 
which were allowed. In 19 James I. it was by 
charter incorporated. It is now governed by a 
. ſeven capital burgeſſes, and a recorder. : 

RicRT or ELECTIOV—is in all the houſe- 
dens who boil the pot, or, in other words, 
provide for themſelves, whether they live under 
the ſame roof or not. (March, 1695.) 
The Nuß ER or VoTERS were fluctuating 
when Lord Falmouth and Sir Francis were in 
oppoſition; for then every poor wretch who be- 
longed to the pariſh was ſought, and cauſed to 
boil a pot in the borough, in order to qualify 
'them as voters. By this means 150 were brought 
to poll at the general election in 1584 ; but fince 
Mr. Barwell has poſſeſſed the ſole influence, and 
oppoſition is at an end, the number diminiſhed 
- to 100, which are now decreaſing by degrees. 

RETURNING Orriczxs are the mayor and 
portreve. 


Prornizron—Richard derweil Eſa. | 


94 TRURO. 

KEE TRURO, 

PotrTrcat, Craractix. The influence in 
this borough was, for ſome years, warmly con- 
teſted between Lord Falmouth and Sir Francis 
Baſſet : the latter gained the viQtory by one vote, 
in 1780; and the former, by the ſame majority, 
in 178g; but, in conſequence of their agree- 
ment refpeQting Tregony, Sir Francis diſcon- 
tinued his oppoſition in this borough ; and it is 
aa 
his lordſhip. 

Ancient Conmevence AND REzPRESENTA- 
ton. Truro is one of the moſt conſiderable 


towns in Cornwall. The quarter-ſeffions for the 
Eaſtern diviſion of the county being held here, 
bring a reſort of company.- Its great antiquity 


| appears from its being called Truergeu, in 


doomſday-book, and having had a fair and 
market fo long fince as go Edward I. and, from 
that period, it has regularly ſent members to 
1 5 5 
Conronarro . Truro was firſt incorporated 
in the reign of John, and afterwards by Eliza- 
beth. It is now governed by a mayor, four alder- 
men, twenty capital burgeſſes, and a recorder. 
| The 


* 
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The mayor has great privileges: he claims | 


being alſo mayor of Falmouth,' the port-dues of 
which belong to this corporation. On the elec- 
tion of a mayor, the town-mace muſt, by cuſtom, 
be delivered to the lord of the manor, until 
fixpence is paid for every houſe in the town, 
conſiſting of 400, as an acknowledgement. 
_ RicnT or ELtcTi0N=--In 1660, this queſtion 
was ſtated :--- Whether the mayor, and four and 
e twenty, or all the freemen of this borough, have 
« the right to ele&.” The houſe decided in fa- 
your of the ſelect number. The diſpute being 
[revived in the year following, received the ſame 
determination f. In 1689 the ſame diſpute aroſe, 
and was ſtated in the journals T: the queſtion 


was, © Whether the right of election was in the 
« gopuluce or ſelett number.“ The houſe decided 
that the word populace meant the greater body of 


the freemen, in contradiſtinction to the ſelect 


number. Their deciſion however was, like the 


others, in favour of the ſelect number. 
 NumMBER or VOTERS---25. Ih 
RerurNinG OrriczR—--the mayor. 


PaTRON or THE BoRO ucr---Lord Falmouth, 


PEN- 


* 
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PENEYN..: 
6 
of Exeter, of which it is held by the corporation, 
who pay the biſhop a quit-rent for the toll of the 
markets and fairs ; we preſume no very large 
fam, as the borough conſiſts but of one indiffe- 
rent rect, compoſed of leſs than two hundred 
houſes. The property belongs to Sir Francis 
Baſſet, the Duke of Leeds, the Earl of Mount 
Edgcombe, and Mr. Trefuſis. The preſent. 
members were elected under the influence of 
_ the two former, but we underſtand that an 
agreement has taken place between Sir 
Francis Baſſet, who owns the largeſt property 
in this borough, and the Duke of Leeds, 
who has hitherto poſſeſſed the patronage of 
the borough of Hellſtone, not to oppoſe each 
_ other in their reſpective intereſts; in conſequence 
of which, Sir Francis Baſſet may be in future 
conſidered as the ſole patron of this borough. 
The mode of election here was ſomewhat 


curious, and ſeems well adapted to ſuit Mr. 


Burke in his next panegyric on the ſtate of our 
repreſentation. The ſteward of the lord of the 
manor ſent his mandate to the mayor or por- 
treve, to return two elizors, or chief men of the 

8 | | borough, 


1 


. orough, who vere to chooſe, twenty-two more, 


to make up a jury to try all offences, and elect 
the. members; this. is actually the conftitution of 


chis borough, and though the houſeholders claim 


the right of election, we underſtand it will be 
diſputed if they preſyge. to reſit the nomination 


of their (( ² aq dl area re ttite et 


\ CorroraTION FE was not e any 


"4 


= James I. who appointed it to be governed by 


one mayor, eight aldermen, twelve comm̃on- 
councilmen, a recorder, a ſteward, and other infe- 
rior officers. It is now, however, aned by 
a mayor, four aldermen, and a a town-clerk. 


Ri or or ELzcTion—At: pleated. by 
| the mayor, portreve, is inhabitants 


at large who pay ſcot and Ie. 


883 


NuuzR or VoTERS—are er, 140. 
RETURN ING Or FicER— the mayor. 


Paros s—Sir Francis Baſſet, and the Duks | 


— 


0 Wii eile a is one af the 


Feudal tenures belonging to the Prince of Wales, 


as Duke of Cornwall. The influence is in the 
Earl of Mount Edgecumbe, and Philip Raſh- 

leigh, eſq. who are under the neceſſity of uniting | 
Vol. . „ their 


— 
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98 | | FOWEY. 
made to their joint intereſt at the luſt general 
diction by Lord Shuldham and Sir Ralph Payne, 
who were ſuppoſed to have the good wiſhes of 
the Prince bimſelf; but, uſter ſeveal law-ſuits 
en abstract points, it was finally determined, by 
teen, in favour of lord Valltort, ſon to the 
Earl of Mount Edgecumbe, oh 
teigh, ey. 
A number of ſurreptitious votes were polled 
at the laſt election. The parties each ſet up a 
returning officer, who admitted all the votes ten- 
dered in favour of their principals reſpeQively ; 
| but the committee reduced the number to 63, 
and reported ſpecially to the. houſe, under the 
authority of the amended gang 
*»th of March, 1791, 

= That the portreve of the borough of Fowey 
| © is the returning officer for the ſaid borough ; 
® and that it is neceſſary that ſuch returning 
* officer ſhouldbe choſen or preſented by aho- 
ba mage-ury of princes tenants, duly admitted 
= on the court-rolls of the manor of the ſaid 
| * borough ; and that princes tenantsadmitted by 
5 | the 


* the ſteward, or deputy ſte ward, at the-court 
* holden n che faid manor, are duly admitted: 
and chat the OR e e ee 
neceſfary to ſuch admiſſion. 
A fecond committee n 
March 27, 19592; upon an appeal againſt the for- 
mer deciſion— That the perſons entitled to elect 
the portreve of the borough of Fowey are thoſe 
who are capable of holding that office, cliat is, ſuch 
princes tenants only as have beeti duly admitted 
on the court rolls of the manor of the faid borough, 
and have done their fealty, and ſuch perſons only - 
are duly admitted whoſe lands, being freehold, 
were anciently, and continue to be, held imme- - 
diately of the Duke of Cornwall as pareel of his 
ſaid manor of the faid-borough, and whoſe titles 
to thoſe lands have been preſented at a court ba- 
ron by a ſworn homage or jury of the freeholders 
oft the ſaid manor. 


Auerur 


2k e eee according to Lyttyl- 
ton, the 9 bononrable and moſt humble'ſervice of reverence that 
free tenant can make to his lord: for, when the tenant ſhall 
do homage, be ſhall come ungirted, and his bead nncovered, 
while his lord is ſitting; and the tenant ſhall. kneel before him 
H 2 e 
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- AnwciznT 1 not deter- 
mined when this town was made a borough ; but 
i is well known, that it returned no members 

until 13 Eliz. But in the time of Edward III. 
Fowey and Eaſt Looe, ſent a merchant to a coun- 
cil at Weſtminſter, to conſult on Sea affairs. 
The laſt-mentioned prince alſo gave the town the 
privilege of being a member of the cinque ports, 
for affording affiſtance to certain ſhips in diſtreſs, 
belonging to Rye. . 

ConroratION.---Fowey is r 5 a 
— eight aldermen, . a recorder, and two 
- alliftants. The mayor, while in office, and the 
next year, with the ſeven * . 
juſtices of the peace. wh 

RienT or Ex rerton. May 5, 1701. Re- 

Folved (by the Committee) Thatt he right 
of electing burgeſſes to nn. 


for 


en and thus ſhall Tay—* MS ans, | 


from this day forward, of life, and member, and of earthly wor- 
ſhip; and unte you I hall be faithful and loyal, and owe you 
ith for the tenements I claim to hold, ſaving the faich I owe 
ws my king.” And then the lord, ſo fitting, ſhall kiſs him 
Rat How low was the natural dignity of man reduced 
by this abjeRt ſubmiſſion, cauſed by the feudal ſyſtem ! But how | 
mult the mind of the ſabje have been debaſed, when ſuch ſervi- 
Hity-could have been deemed the moſt honourable ſervice that 
e eee RE 


'BOSSINEY; —_ 


for the borough of Fowey, in the county of 
Cornwall, is in the prince's tenants,“ who 
are capable of being portreves of the ſaid 
borough, and in ſuch inhabitants of the 


ſaid borough only as pay ſcot and lot. 


* does not appear, by the printed votes, * the . 


. agreed to this reſolu tion] 
Richr or ELECTION, is underſtood to en in 
pw” the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. Foe 
| NumsER or VoTers---63. 1 5 
RRE TURNINOG OrrICER— The portreve, (choſen 
by a jury of the Prince's tenants: _ 
ParRONS-—Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, and 
| p. Raſhleigh, eſq. | 


' BOSSI NEY, alias TINTAGEL. 
22 PorITICAL Cu ARACTER.-— The burgeſſes or 
freemen are the eleQors in this borough. Mr. 
Crewe's bill diſqualified all the eleven voters, 


who happened to be then revenue - officers, except 


one, who, being of ſuch ſingular importance as 


actually to have ſent a member for this town to 
parliament in , demands that his name 


Hg: ii | ſhould, 


* 


NS Prince's + tenants were dfiied on the th of March, 1701, 
* be ſuch only as have been duly admitted upon the. cout 
rplls.of the manor, and have done their fealty. 


— 
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ſhould be known to have been Artur Wade. 
Three or four more have been fince added to 
ali this folitary cleftive individual in che ar- 
duous taſk of member-making. Theſe were ad- 
ded under the direction of the Earl of Bute and 
the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, who poſſeſs the 
patronage of this borough. It is not however 
certain that the intereſt of theſe noblemen is 
ſecure. Certain individuals, claiming a right 
to be admitted to the franchiſe of boroughmen 
or freemen, under the charter, ſometimes threaten 
aun oppoſition : and the late amendment to the 
Grenville act, which opened a new avenue to 
the inveſtigation of borough-right, may induce 
fome parliamentary adventurer to riſk a trial 
upon this chim. 

Acer Raraszwur arion. This town ne- 
ver ſent to parliament until the 9th Edw. VI. 
It was made a borough by Richard Earl of Corn- 
wall, the brother of Henry III. Although it has 
a titular mayor and burgeſſes, it was never in- 

Rricnr or Ertecrtion.-—All who have free 
hnd in the borough, and live in the pariſh, are 
deemed freemen, and have votes at the elections 
of members and magiſtrates. 


 NunBER 


LHR t : 193 
| Nunata og Vor 


| hamlet of only about —_— in the pariſh, of 


| Tinnagel, the yumber of vorgrs have ſeldom 


reached ta the number of dwellings. At this 
— preſent time, they, are ſaid to be not ore four | 
or five. | 

" RevunninG, Orx1cer—The mayor. 
 Paogazgrons—Earl of Mount Edgeumbe and 
the Counteſs Dowager of Butte. 


LESTWITHIEL. 


 PoLtTICAL CHARACTER,——-The mode of elec- 
lion in this borough is ſuch as dupes the eleQtre 
out of privileges with which their repreſentative 
charter affects to inveſt them; for the ſeyenteen 
common-council, who have a right of voting, 
being annually choſen by the ſeyen aldermep, are 
ſure to be ſuch as will conform to-the dictates of 
_ thoſe by whom they are appointed: thug, limiting 
the right of this elektion in this manger, ſeems 
as if it were done to excite the contempt of the 
electors themſelves againſt their own frapchiles. 
To be veſted with power without a will, is ag 
great an inſult to the underſtanding, as it is an 
injury to the intereſts of mankind : nothing can 
more effeQtually tend to induce the people to 

H 4 abandon 
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abandon even their claims to the firſt privileges 
of nature and ſociety, with diſguſt. . The king to 
appoint ſeven men, who were to nominate ſeven- 
teen others, to chooſe two repreſentatives of the 
| people; or the lord of the manor to appoint two 
dlizors, whowere to nominate twenty-two others, 
to exerciſe the ſame powers; is ſuch a burleſque 
dn repreſentation, as ſeems only intended to 
laugh mankind out of rights they might other- 
wiſe too ſeriouſly. endeavour to claim. 
This is the county town,andp oſſeſſes a popu- 
lation, which, like Launceſton, Bodmyn, and 
Leſkard, would reſcue them from the appella- 
tion of Bolton boroughs, if the right of eleQion 
was not confined to their reſpeQive corporation 85 
whoſe limited number will always expoſe them 
to corruption, and ſubjeQ them to influence and 
< AncrexT Rtynzstn TATION. This town was 
of fuch conſequence as to have been the reſidence 
of the dukes of Cornwall, after their removal 
from Reſtormel caſtle: This place ſent firſt to 
parliament, A. 33 Edw. I. and then 1 D 
until Edw. II. | 
"ConronatiON.—-It was firſt incorporated s 
3 Earl of . when be was king of 
88 | the 
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the Romans; and is now governed- by a mayor, 
| fix capital burgeſſes, and leventcen common- 
councilmen. e 5 
Rirehr or ELzcTI0Nn;---Dec. 20; 1769, Re- 
_ *- folved, That the right of elekting burgeſſes 
to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 
Leſtwithiel, in the county of Cornwall, is 
in the mayor and ſix capital burgeſſes, 
together with ſeventeen aſſiſtants anhually : 
| Choſen, and who had a right to vote at the 8 | 
preceding election of a . ; 
 NumzrR or VoTERsS---24. | 
REruxxINc Orricer-—the mayor. 


| ParRo Earl of Mount Edgcumbe. 


Sr. MAWES. _ 


Poriril Cnanacram.— The e E 
this borough was in the late Lord Nugent, and 
Hugh Boſcawen, elq. But the Marquis -of 
Buckingham ſucceeding to the eſtate and patron- 
age of Earl Nugent, has fince had the addreſs 
to poſſeſs himſelf of that 85 Mr. W 
N | . | Sl 

- ANCIENT RzynnsnnTATION. This: place,” 


Vhich js only a hamlet, confiſting ofa few houſes,” 


chiefly inhabited by fiſhermen, ſent nomembers 
FS 3 | » . i 7 - | until 


wb. | CAMELEORDS: 


s Elia. n i the vita: 


„ 
Ricar or E orton—is in the portreve, 


who is the chief magiſtrate, and is complimented 


dem in the place. 
Nous or Vora vere twenty-two, but 


nden of them having obtained revenue offices 
under government, the number is reduced to 
| Reroaninc Orricar— the portreve. 
CAMELFORD. 


rica Cnatacrir. This is a corpora- 
tion-borough. Sir Jonathan Philips is the 
leader or patron. The Duke of Bedford has 
allo fome pretenſions (to family intereſt) in this 
borough, but the reverend patron contrives, with 
_ the alliſtance of government, whoſe good things in 
this place and neighbourhood are only to be 
acquired through the medium of his intereſt, to 
have the members of his recommendation re- 
turned. - 8 

_ Ancrexr ReenmanTATION.-—This borough 


_—_— burgeſſes ref 
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began to ſend members. to packament in the 
_ reign of Edward VI. and this TE was con- 


firmed by Mary. 

| Conronation,—Although this is a poor 3 
(not containing more than a hundred houſes, 
badly built) yet it is an ancient borough ; for it 
vas ſo made by a charter from Richard Duke 
of Cornwall, when he was king of the Romans, 
who granted them a market and a fair. Theſe 
privileges were afterwards confirmed by his 
brother, Henry III. It was incorporated by 
Charles I. and is governed by a mayor and eight 


burgeſſes or aldermen. ' The corporation enjoys 


the toll of the markets and fairs, which, with an 


eſtate of C. 15 per annum, afford C. 80 for che | 


| ſupport of the magiſtrates. ' 
RIohT or ELtcTION, Willis Rates, i is in the 


mayor, eight capital burgeſſes, and ten freemen; 
but, according to Simeon, it is in the freemen and 


inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. (3 Aug. 1660.) . 
NUMBER OF Vorers---19.- | 
RetTuRNING Ors1ictR-—the mayor. 

. PaTRoN=-Sir Jonathan hilips. 


# 
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This borough was the property of the late 
Earl of Orford, at whoſe deceaſe it deſcended, 


with half of the borough of Aſhburton, and the 
Corniſh and Devonſhire eſtates of that noble- 
man, to Mr. Trefuſis, now preſumed to be 
Lord Say and Clinton. The right of election is 
in fixty-two burgage-tenures, the major of 
which belong to Mr. Trefuſis, alias Lord Say 
and Clinton, and the remainder to Mr. Buller, 
and Mr. Coryton. 
 Anciuxt Rrrarskxra Ion. This was the 
laſt rown in Cotnwall that was admitted to the 
right of ſending members to parliament; it re- 
turned no repreſentatives until 27 Eliz. 1585. 
: CorroraTion— None; a portreve is choſen at 
tte court. leet of the lord of the 9 
eee 
Ricur or Exxcrion—is indefinite. The cuſ. 
rom, at preſent, limits it to burgage-tenures pay- 
ing ſcot and lot, or, as it is explained, in the free- ' 
| holders and beneficial leaſcholders, being rated; 
but the right of the frecholders is doubted, and 
that of the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot pre- 
famed to be good. | 
None ot VorzRs—19. 


Pnoratrron. Mr. Trefuſis. 


EAs r 
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n „ is another of 
thoſe boroughs which exerciſe their elective pri- 
vileges, not at the free will of its inhabitants, but 
at the dictates of perſonal influence. 

This place and Weſt Looe are but one mall 
town or rather village, divided i into two boroughs 
under different names. The injuſtice of ſuch A 
deſpicable hamlet ſending four members ro par- 
liament while the moſt populous manufacturing 
towns in the country are unrepreſented, is too 0 gla- 
ring to need any comment. TG 

An ENT RxPRTSENTATIOx. —Although this is 
an ancient borough, it was not admitted to a 
hare of the legiſlature, if it may be ſo called, be- 
fore 13 Eliz. But the inhabitants, in conjunttion 
with Fowey, ſent once before a merchant to a 
council of trade at Weſtminſter. | 5 

Coxrox AKTION. — This inſignificant village: was 
firſt incorporated byQueen Elizabeth, A. D. 1587. 
The corporation conſiſts of nine burgeſſes, one of 
whom i 18 annuallychoſen a mayor; and they have 
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ration has the toll of the market, and holds the 
manor of the town from the duchy of Lancaſter, 
at a fee-farm rent of 208. per annum. 
wee Exzerion—is inthe mayer, baren 
and freemen. 
Nunzzz or Vortzs—is abont 30. 
Paorricror. Mr. J. Buller, who is a proprietor | 


fon to the late John Buller, eſq. one of the lords 
ef che treaſury: but chis gentleman being at pre- 
Fent in the Eaſt Indies, the influence is under the 
direction of the Rev. Dr. Buller, Biſhop of Exeter. 
AncimxT Rararsswra ron. This town is not 
of any great antiquity: it firſt ſent members to 


parliament 6 Edward VI 
— Leoe, which is ſeparaed | 
from-Eaſt Love, by a ſtone bridge of 1g, arches, 
over the river Looe, was incorporated by Queen 
Elizabeth. It is governed by a mayor and 12 capital 
burgeſſes. The nianor of the town belongs to 


sr %% wr 


the crown; alu wen'by Hig vn. annexed to 
the duchy; of which it is now held by the corpo- 
| ration, at the yearly rent of 241. It is obſerved 
that Eaſt and Weſt Lobe, are ſo ſingular as to 
be the only two boroughs in the kingdomthat are | 
governed by the ſame municipal fyſtem. This | 
aſcertains, in part, the Juſtice of the Marquis uf 
Lanſdown's remark, That the boroiigtis, accor- 
ding to their preſent eſtabliſhment, are uo fart 
of the conſtitution, but the mere children of in- 
trigue, which brought them into exiſtence. Thoſe 
who brought them into their preſent wretched 


| tate of parliamentary exiſtence, have not even 
condeſcended to aſcertain their pretended exctufive 


rights, limit their powers, or eſtabliſh them on any 
rational or conſiſtent ſyſtem: on the cbntrary, their 
pretended rights are ſo vague, indefinite, ant con- 
tradictory, that they are, and will be, the fubjects 
of continual litigation, until the cauſe of 'contelt 
is removed, by an ehtite reftorarion of nn 
tional privilege. 2 
Riour or Etecrion—is, Is OE Aber m 
the mayor, 2 capital birgeſſts, and freemen. = 
NuuzzR or VoTtrs,—The number Was 60 
dut they are now reduced to 50. 
RxruRNIxG OreeiceR— the mayor. 
PRorRIZroR— Mr. J. Buller. | 
LE. Lux 
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by 137221778  LAUNCESTON. 


8 8 8 of 
this town have the peculiar privilege, if it may 
be ſo called, of having the corporation ſejefted 
from among themſelves ; but, as they have no voice 
in electing them, and as a corporator may become 
an inhabitant forthe purpoſe of being inveſted with 
this franchiſe, and ceaſe to be one the moment 
he i is admitted into the corporation, it canonly be 
conſidered as a form without an eſſence. This bo- 
rough is ſubjett to the influence of the Duke of 
Northumberland, under whoſe direction every 


member of the corporation is admitted, and upon 
whoſe patronage they are all dependent. 

The Alles are held alternately at this own 
and at Bodmyn. 

. AnciznT narben This ' borough 
— ever fines 25. Edward I. It 
had a mayor in the time of Edward IV. Eg 
 ConronarTion.—lt was incorporated by Mary 
anno 1555, according to its preſent eſtabliſhment ; 
which conſiſts of a * and * 2 


germen. 


\ 


Rieur 


= A 


NeEWRoOkT. 1713 


Rigar or ELEcTION,— March 1723. Reſolved, 
That the right of election of the borough 
of Dunheved, alias Launiefton, in the county 


of Cormuall, is in the mayor, aldermen, and 


f freemen, being inhabitants at the time they 


were e made free, and not receiving pay of the 


March 24, 1734. 2. Reſolved, That the alder- 


men of the borough of Hunbevedꝭ alias Loun- | 


cefion, in the county of Cornwall, ought to be 


elected out of the legal en of the faid 


borough only. 


NumBEs or VoTER8—20. | 
ö RxruRx ING Orrice—the mayor. 
| PaTrzon—Duke of Northumberland. 


PFolrricar AxxcporꝝE.— George Roſe, ſecre- 
tary to the treaſury, being, in 1788, obliged to 


vacate his ſeat for this town, in conſequence of his 


being appointed clerk to the houſe of ar was 


refuſed his re-election. 
_ NEWPORT. 


| This borough is in fact a ſmall part of the town 
of Launceſton, but not within the limits of that 
corporation, TIO ſeparated by a river. The 


* * 1 right 


ing. | NaWPpoOoR?T, 


right of voting here is different to Launceſton, | 
it being there confined to the corporation of 


ee gn OO 


Tus xrrvaninG Orricers are two vidders, ; 
appointed by the fleward of the lord of the ma- 
nor at his court leet. The Duke of Northumber- 
. land is lord of the manor, and owne the greateſt 
| piusrt of the borough ; the remainder of it is the 
property of the Duke of Bedford and Sir Jona- 
F than Phillips. This place, under the names of 
| Newport and Launceſton, ſends as many members 
to parliament as the city of London. Like Eaſt 
and Weſt Looe, in this county, Weymouth and Mel- 
combe Regis in Dorſetſhire, Aldborough and Bo- 


| 4 roughbridge, in Yorkſhire, and Bramber and Stey- 

F ning, in Suſſex, they are only different names for 

1 the ſame places, ſplit into two boroughs each, to 
1 anſwer the corrupt purpoſes of the times they _ 

| 1 ee elch of Tybeſtre, 
1 belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall, of which the 
corporation holds its charter on paying a fee farm 


* 


F 
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ö rent of ral. 11s. 4d. per annum. It is, in the 
true ſenſe of the word, a Corniſh borough, where 
the electors, who are about fifty in number, diſpoſe 
of their ſuffrages as they are directed by their 
patron, without having the leaſt knowledge of the 
repreſentative they ſend to parliament, his charac-" 
ter, qualification, or is his name even communicated 
to theſe conſtituents, till the curtain is drawn up for 
the attorney to perform the farce of the election. 
This borough was formerly under the manage= | 
ment and direction of Lord Mount .Edgcumb, : 
but a diſpute ariſing between his lordſhip's ſteward 
and the voters, reſpecting the payment of gratuities 
| before or after an election, the latter not thinking 
it ſafe to give credit, went in a body and offered 
the command of the borough to Lord Eliot, who 
continues to be their political CINE at the -_ 
ſent moment., | 
| Moſt of the electors are 3 provided for in Og 
the dock-yard at Plymouth, which, together wit OUR 
all the Cuſtom Houſes in Cornwall, is ſupplied 
with officers from theſe immaculate boroughs. _ 
ANCIENT REPRESENTATION.—[t was made a 
| borough in the reign of Edward III. but ſent no 
members of parliament until the rei 180 of Ed- 


ward IV. x on | | 2TH 
12 r 


. 
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Con rox a ro. This being an ancient manor, 
belonging tothe duchy, was by a charter of Edward 
III. endowed with the privileges of a market, 
fairs, and exemption from tolls throughout the 
county: theſe privileges the burgeſſes ſtill hold 
in fee-farm, at the rent of 121. 118. 4d. per annum. 
The above charter was confirmed by Henry VIII. 
The town is governed by a mayor, eight aldermen, 


a recorder, and a town-clerk. 


Nentor ELecrion—is in the mayor, recor- 
der, aldermen, and inhabitants paying ſcot and 
Noumwztr or Vorzxs—5g. 

RzTuxxixc Orricex—the mayor. 
PaTtzon—Lord Eliot. | 


Sr. GERMAIN's: 


Potrticat Cnakacrax.— The pariſh of St. 
Germain's is the largeſt in the county, it being 
above 20 miles in compaſs, and contains more 
gentlemen's ſeats and lordſhips than any other in 
the kingdom. The town, while it was the refi- 
dence of the biſhops, was very conſiderable : it is 
now, however, a mean place, conſiſting only of 
about 50 or 60 fiſhermen's huts, placed near the 

| church. 


sr. GERMAIN'S | VV 


church. It has however a free E chool, endowed' 
' by the Eliot family, who poſſeſs the elective pa- 
tronage in this borough, as well as in ae 
and Liſkeard. 1 5 K 
Axcizxr Rar sUTAT Ion. — The firſt return 
of members to parliament for this' ame was 
. Elizabeth. © | ö 
Coxrok Arrow. None. There is however, a 
portreve elected annually at the lord's court. leet. 
This portreve is alſo bailiff of the borough, and 
may make any houſe in it the Pun of the ue 
he arreſts. - ; 
Ricur or Ex 2010 The members are cho- 
ſen by the houſeholders who have lived a year 
within the borough; which contains only the huts 
above mene the yang of the n —_ ex- 
cluded. 
'NoMBER or VoTERs—20. 
RRTURN ING Oryicer—the portreve. 7 
ProyrItToR—Lord Eliat, whoſe family Packs 
| ſed your Eliot from Mr. e's prangnt | 


LISKARD, OR LESKARD. 


* 


 PotTICaL Crakactin—This borough f is, one 


of the largeſt towns in Cornwall; and the market i is 
1 IS one 
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11d LISKARD, OR BDESKARD. 


one of the moſt conſiderable in the county. It 


is calculated to contain 1000 houſes. The 
_ right of election is however confined to a mayor, 


eight capital burgeſſes, and fifteen aſſiſtants, toge- 
ther with as many freeman as theſe twenty four. 


_ corporators may think proper to create. The 
number ofthis laſt deſcription ſeldom exceeds thir- 


ty, who are ſelected from amongſt the friends of 
Lord Eliot in different parcs of the county ; very 
few of them are taken from the inhabitants of the 
town, though it exceeds in 8 * 
any other in Cornwall. 

Axcrexnt Ratrrskurariox. a ſent | to 


parliament 23 Edward I. 


Conroxati0N,—This town was incorporated | 
July 6, 1580, 29 Elizabeth ; and the government 
conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, eight capital bur- 
gelfes, and 1g aſſiſtants. 

Ricar or Eiscrion, —The members of pax. 
liament are Choſen by the corporation and free- 


men. 
Nunatt or VoTzrs—50. 


Rervanine Orriesx—the mayor. 
Parzon—Lord Eliot. 


Aucttur Reyne TATION. This town firſt 
returacd members in Edw. VI. laſt parliament. 


| Rint 
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'Rreur or 'ElzcrtouwIn two vianders, and: 
ſixty burgage tenements, . 5 
NUMBER or VorgRs—- Go. 
Rxru nix O#x1czr—-two vianders. XZ 
Fan ron Duke of Northumberland.” 


+ - BODMIN. 

Tax Ricur or Elzcriox in this Town, 
being confined to a corporation of thirty fix, it 
is, like all the other corporations in this county, 
under the controul of a ſuperior influence. Sir 
John Morſhead, Bart. and George Hunt, Eſq. 
have the command of this ſelect body of conſti- 
| tuents, who are generally repreſented by thoſe 
gentlemen or their relations. The aſſizes for, 
the county is held here alternately with Laun- 
ceſton; the town is much decreaſed from its for- 
5 mer dimenſions and population, and conſiſts now, 
of no more than one ſtreet. | | 

PArRONS.—-Sir AK Morſhead, Bart 20 z 
George Hunt, Ef. DTS 

_ ANeienT Raus e 0 0 was 1 a 
borough tempore Hen. und has ſent nn 
ab origine. | 

| CoxPoraTION.-—This town was * go- 
verned by a mayor and 36 burgeſſes; but at 


Fa b a mayor, 13 aldermen, 24 common 
I 4 e | council, 


CUMBERLAND. 


council, and a town-clerk. 10 privileges "were 
confirmed by ee eee 


agth of his reign. 
Rronr or neunen. 0 


corporation. 


Numa or ORE HY | 
Rzarvanine Orricex—the mayor. 


PoLiTICAL CHARACTER. | 


Tan county is completely ariſtocratic. An elec- 
tion conteſt which is ſaid to have coſt . 100,000, 


| happened in 1968, between the intereſts of 


the Duke of Portland and thoſe of the Earl of 


_ Lonſdale, in which the former was ſucceſsful. 


To prevent expences, theſe noblemen have agreed 
to fend each one member.—Sir Henry Fletcher 
repreſents the Duke of Portland, . ppm 
Cumberland contains one city, Nai 
ket towns, e i REI 

— — N sd 
DITA CARLISLE. 1 
ee every king of England, 
from William 1 beſtowed ſome 
3 
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1 pibltehwon this ten city. Richard T. granted 
the burgeſſes their liberties for the annual pay- 
ment of ten marks: Henry III. granted them 
à coroner for the like ſum. Edward II. befide 
exempting them from toll, allowed them ſeveral 
immunities, on a fee-farm rent of . 80 per 
annum; and, by ſome ſubſequent charters, they 
vere excuſed from this feudal burthen. All the 
above liberties, with a manor, are poſſeſſed by 
the corporation, confiſting of a mayor, recorder, 
eleven aldermen, two ſheriffs or baliffs, and twen- 
ty-four citizens or common-councilmen. - e 
RI HT or EI ECTIONV.— There was no deter- 
mination in parliament upon the right of election 
at Carlifle, previous to the late important deci- 
ſion of the committee, under the amendment of 
the Grenville act, on the third day of March laſt. 
In the only material conteſt mentioned in the 
journals in 1712, it was agreed to be in the 
mayor, aldermen, bailiffs, and ! . 
or non-reſident. 169558 
c the FOE 
charters; the corporation is now deemed pre- 
ſcriptive. Its preſent form is derived from a 
charter of Charles I. in che "OR 1637, CON 
— fe 4 ETD S627 ovine: af 


a \ CARLISL2. 


ofa mayor andeleven other aldermen, two bailiffs, 
and twenty-four capital burgeſſes, forming the 
common-council;. and an indefinite number of 
freemen. The capital burgeſſes are choſen by 
the aldermen out of the freemen. There are 
likeviſc in the corporation, eight trading com- 
panics or guilds, whoſe privileges are preſcrip- 
tive; namely, the merchants, tanners, ſkinners, 
butchers, taylors, weavers, ſhoemakers, and 
finiths. Perſons born the ſons of freemen, or 
having ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip to freemen, 
and having been admitted to the brotherhood of 
any of theſe guilds, are entitled to the freedom of 
the city, and the privilege of voting for the 
members of parliament. _.. .. 
Toric G The. . of 
geftors in this city are fix, hundred and fifty. 
The corporation, and about a hundred and thirty | 
of the freemen dependent on them, are in the 
intereſt of the Earl of Lonſdale: but che majority, 


| forming a body of near five hundred, are in the 


imereſt of the Duke of Norfolk, and the inde- 
| pendence of the city. The influence acquired 
by his Grace in this inſtance is not that of a feu- 
dallord, or an arbitrary land-owner, who derives 


EI court-baron, ar his poſ- 
- — 


| CARLISLE. — oo 


ſeſſions in the neighbourhood of Carliſle; but 
from a firm and manly oppoſition to a moſt un- 3 | 


conſtitutional and deſperate attempt to overturn : 
the rights of election within this city, and to over- | 
- whelm the eleQors with an army of what are call- 
ed honorary freemen, or faggots, in order to out- 
number the legal eleQors on a poll. No leſs than 
fourteen hundred of this *deſcription, moſtly ſe- . 
lected from the collieries and eſtates of Lord 
Lonſdale, were admitted by the mayor to their 
freedom, without any one of them having either 
the claim of birth or ſervitude to ſanQion their 
right, or having obtained admiſſion to the brother- 
hood of either of the guilds, as the charter and 
: preſcriptionof the city direas. | 
| Theſe ſurreptitious freemen were three ent | 
times petitioned againſt tothe houſe of commans; 
firſt, by J. Chriſtian Curwen, eſq. who became a 
candidate for the repreſentation of the city, upon 
the vacancy occaſioned by the death of the Ho- 
nourable Edward Norton ; ſecondly, by Rowland 
Stephenſon; eſq. who became acandidate uponthe 
Duke of Norfolk ſucceeding to the peerage, in 
1786; andthirdly, by Mr. Curwen and Mr. Brad- - 
dyll, at the laſt general election: and in all theſe 
inſtances they were declared, by the ſeveral com- 
9 ; | : ; mittces, ; 


124 An 81 f. 
mittees, illegal. The laſt committee who were 
balloted under the powers of the amended Gren- 
vie at, reported ſpecially to the houſe, * That the 
right of election for the city of Carlifle, in the 
_ © county of Cumberland, is in the freemen of the 
* faid city, duly admitted and ſworn freemen of 
* the ſaid city, having been previouſly admitted 
® brethren of one of the eight guilds or occu- 
 * pations of the faid city, and deriving their 
* title to ſuch freedom by being ſons of freemen, 
or by ſervice of ſeven years apprenticeſhip to 
a freeman reſident, during ſuch apprenticeſhip, 
ha within the ſaid city, and in #0 others.” March 
3» 2791+ 30 

— — 
before the Court of King's Bench in Michael- 
: mas term, 179 . ** . 
— — — Mr. 
Garforth, a member of the late and preſent par- 


Lament, and Reward and agent to the Earl of 


| Lonſdale, with che Place of collector of the 
cuſtoms in the city of Carliſle, Mr. Garforth, 
on account of his fituation, was incapable of 
| haliing the elite; andthe place yur given is 
traft for kim to Mr. Fearon: Mr. Pearſon afted 


as deputy to Mr. Fearon, and performed the duties 
S 
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of the office Go him. A diſpute, which was ſuc- 
ceeded by a law-ſuit, happened between Mr. 6 
Garforth and Mr. Fearon; and it was decided in 


the Common Pleas, * That holding places in 


te truſt was illegal.” The defendant had paid 
over the profits of the place to Mr. Garforth : 
and this action was brought by the plaintiff to 
recover the amount of the profits from Mr. 
Pearſon, the acting 8 and receiver of * 
dues. 5 
| Lord Kenyon ſaid, the conduR of the parties 


was ſuch as not to. entitle them to any indul- 


gence; and therefore would not grant the appli- 2 


| : cation. 
 RexURNING CN mayor. 
| Farmen of N . 


a COCKERMOUTH. 
Pol tricat CARAT ER. — The elective in- 
fluence of this town is poſſeſſed by the Earl of 
Lonſdale, who is proprietor of the town, and, 
of courſe, not to be offended in his dictation. 
The Earl of Egremont is lord of the manor and 
caſtle of this town, by deſcent from William de 


 Meſchines, who firſt poſſeſſed the - honour of I 


Cockermouth by gift & bis brother Ranulph, 


1 ee 


1 

* 5 
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3 E 


nn 


* 
CORERMOUTH. 


Earl of Cumberland. From him it deſcended, 
for want of male iſſue, to Gilbert Pipard ; and 
from him, for the like cauſe, to Richard Lucy, 
by whoſe male iſſue it became veſted, in the reign 
of Richard III. in the year 1384, in the family 
of the Percy's, Earls of Northumberland. It 
continued in this family until Joſceline, the laſt 
earl, who left only a daughter, married to Charles 
Seymour, the laſt Duke of Somerſet but three, 
from whom it deſcended to the preſent Earl of 
Egrement. The Earl of Lonſdale, having pur- 

Chaſed a majority of the houſes in this borough, 
at a moſt enormous price, is careful that they are 
tenanted by ſuch only as will obey his recom- 


 mendation as implicitly as the fourteen hundred 


— Oy 


of Carliſle. 

Ancient Rarzzszurarron.— This town * 
only enjoyed the privilege of repreſentation 
— add. chat it made 23 
dw. I. 

Conrona row. None. The town is, 3 
ever, governed by a bailiff, choſen annually by a 
jury of fixtecn burgeſſes, at the court of the lord 
of the manor. The town was anciently a ham- 


let to Brigham, a pariſh about a mile diſtant ; but 
; it 


* 
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it has been a diſtin pariſh ever ſince the 888 SY 


of Edward III. 
Rlohr or Aid riab — The members of par- 
liament are choſen by the inhabitants at large. | 
Nun ER or VorzRs— 166. no 
 ReruxninG OrricER— the bailiff. 

PRorRI Fron Earl of Lonſdale. 


- DERBYSHIRE. | 


11 PourrIcat. ne” 


Awrzovon: Derbyſhire contains fix hun- 
dreds, eleven market-towns, one hundred and 
ſix pariſhes, twenty-one thouſand one hundred 
and fifty houſes, and twenty-ſix thouſand nine 
hundred inhabitants, it ſends only two members 
_ to parliament for the county, and two for Derby. 
The ariſtocratic influence prevailing in this 
county-is that of the Duke of Devonſhire, whoſe 
family contrived to ſecure the election of one of 
the knights of the ſhire for this laſt century ; and, 
until the two laft parliaments, Lord Scarſdale 
ſucceeded for the other. The county is now 


however conſidered as being half independent. 
3 IR : DERBY. 


mne was cen 5c x Eos £ 
P e WY hes * £6 " 8 


1 
9 : 
* 


_ ons 


DERBY, 
= 
PoLITICAL Cnanacren, —The mayor, alder= 


| men, brothers, and capital burgeſſes who form 


the common-council, are all in the intereſt of the 


| Duke of Devonſhire, who, from their conſe- 


quence, poſſeſs alſo great influence in the borough. 
They attach this intereſt to the above nobleman 


dy the exerciſe of that power which they aſſume 
| ef making honorary freemen, or, as they are moſt. 


uſually termed, in this and every other place, 
faggots; theſe are made from among ſuch per- 
fons as have neither the claim of birth nor ſervi- 


| tude. By virtue of this power the aldermen 


can, at any time, create a number of freemen 
from among the Duke of Devonſhire's tenants 
and dependents, in various parts of the county. 
Such faggots will. conſequently out-number the 
legal freemen of the borough ; an theſe hono- 
rary freemen want no qualification but the fiat 
of the aldermen, and to have been one whole year 
inveſted with their nominal franchiſe, agreeably 
to the letter of the Durham att; and they are 
gualified to come into the town on the day of 
eleQtion, and to eaſe the reſident freemen of all 
* inconveniences of a conteſt, by chooſing 

WF 
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l Mite Sed for them. Derby; therefore; 
though a very large and opulent town, cannot 
maintain its independence, as it would, if the 
right of voting was in the inhabitant houſeholders, 
where it ought to be, or if it were relie ved from 
the tyrati y of a corporation, under Which no 
town can be free, unleſs it is conſtituted as that 
of London. In the caſe of Carliſſe, making this 
deſeription of freemen was deemed illegal: but 
in the caſe of Bedford and Derby, the reverſe has 
been determined. If, therefore; Mr. Grenville 
had introduced a clauſe into his excellent bill, to 
afcertain the qualifications of voters, and to abo- 
liſh honarary freedoms, and wch ſurreptitious 
qualifications, he would have done more to have 
prevented expenſive licigation, than the com- 
mittees will ever be able to accompliſh ; for they 
are only competent to decide upon the evil when 
committed, without pollbiling i ** leaſt. power of 
preventing it in future. | 
_ AxcienT RuPkeSENTATION .— This town has 
returned from the firſt ſummons 23 Edward I. 
 Conroxation,—Derby, which is a place of 
great antiquity, was a royal Borough in the reign 
of Edward the Confelfor, at which time there 
were 143 burgeſſes; but when the Norman ſur- 
Vot. I, | — vey 
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— they were Kn, It 
was afterwards incorporated by a charter from 
king Charles I. This borough: ſurrendered all 


| prior charters and grants, and all its liberties and 


privileges, into the hands of the crown. Upon 


cis, a new charter was granted, on the 5th of 
September, 34 Charles II. By this charter the 


corporate name is, * The mayor and burgeſſes 
« of the borough of Derby, in the county of. 


__« Derby.” The corporation conſiſts of a mayor, | 
2 high-ſteward, nine aldermen, à recorder, a 


xown-Clerk, fourteenbrethren, ſourteen common- 
council, and an indefinite number of freemen. 
The mayor is choſen every Michaelmas-day, 
from among the aldermen, by a majority of the 
aldermen and brethren. The aldermen hold 
their office for life, unleſs removed for ill-be- 
baviour or non-relidence. If by death, or any 
ether removal, a vacancy happens, one of the 
brethren is choſen to fill it by the majority of 
the mayor and remaining aldermen. The 
brothers and capital burgeſſes are, in like man- 
ner, choſen for life, but liable to removal, like 
the aldermen. A vacancy among the brothers 
is ſupplied from among the capital burgeſſes, 
by the clection of the majority of the mayor, 

; aldermen, | 


WF”; 


* 


— 


 aldermen; brothers, und remaining rapital-bur; 


geſſes. The recorder is choſen by the majority 
of the mayor, aldermen, common clerk, brethren, 
capital: burgeffes, and muſt be vir probus, deſcretus, 


et in legibus Anglia eruditus. His office continues 


during the pleaſure of the mayor, aldermen, 
brothers, and capital burgeſſes; and the voice 
of the mayor is neceſſary for his removal; as it is 
for the removal or disfranchiſement of all other 
officers or members of the corporation. The 

eommon'clerk, who is alſo, ex cio, coroner, and 
clerk of the peace, is choſen by the majority, 
conſiſting of the aldermen, brothers, and capital 
burgeſſes, the mayor or recorder being one, and 


continues in office during their pleaſure. The 
aldermen, brethren, and capital burgeſſes, muſt 


be conſtantly reſident in the borough. The 
mayor, aldermen, brethren, capital burgeſſes, 
recorder, and common clerk, all take an oath of 
office: the mayor (either on the day of election, 
or, if abſent, within one month after the elec- _ 
tion) before his predeceflor, or, in his abſence, 
before the recorder, or one of them, takes an 


oath ; the aldermen, brethren, and capital bur- 


geſſes, and the recbrder, all take their oaths be- 
fore the mayor for the time being; and the 
. /%/ͤ 8 


132 | DERBY, 
common clerk takes his oath before the mayor 
and recorder, or either of them, and as many of 
the aldermen, brethren, and capital burgeſſes, as 
clerk cannot enter on their offices, until approved by 
the king. The mayor and recorder have power 
10 appoint deputies ; the mayor's deputy to be 
corder's deputy to be ſkilful in the laws of Eng- 
land : theſe deputics muſt likewiſe take an oath 
 beforethe mayor. The aldermen, brethren, and 
capital burgeſſes, form the common council; and 
the majority of them, together with the mayor, 
have power to make bye-laws, impoſe fines, &c. 
The mayor, the biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, 
kis chancellor, the recorder and town clerk, the 
mayor of the year preceding, and the four ſenior 
 aldermen, are the lacal juſtices of the peace, but 
removable at the king's pleaſure. 
Ricur or Exzerion.— The OPT ang are 
choſen by the corporation, freemen, and ſworn 
burgeſſes, by charter 14 Charles I. 
Nunazz or Vorzxs—655. 
| Rerunninxc Orricex—is the mayor. 
PaTtzons—Duke of Devonſhire, and T. W. 
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DEVONSHIRE . 
POLITICAL CHARACTER, ; 


3 7 1 E political ſituation of this county is 5 
. dire& oppoſite of rotten boroughs. Like York- 
ſhire and Lincolnſhire, the extenſiveneſs of its 
territory, the number of its inhabitants, and its 
weight of property, give it a capacity for the im- 
portance of a ſtate equal to ſome of the Ameri- 
can governments, rather than a poiſe in the 
repreſentation with Old Sarum or Gatton. 
According to the ratio of its taxes, its propor- 
- tion of repreſentatives in the legiſlature of the 
kingdom would be twenty-one out of five hundred 
and fifty- eight. Yet we ſee the united boroughs 
of Weymouth: and Melcombe with a hundred 
electors, and which is only a ſmall portion of the 
eſtate of an individual, ſend twice as many mem- | 
bers as this extenſive county. | 
| The freedom of election is likewiſe as much 
_ deſtroyed by i its extended limits, population, and 
opulence, as it is in a rotten borough by the tota] 
want of theſe qualitics, Fhe-expences attending 
a conteſted election for ſo large a diſtri, effec- 


tually prevents an oppoſition. The two moſt 
Ky: 4 _ 
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opulent gentlemen in the county have therefore 


only to perform the ceremonies of an eleQion, 
and they are inveſted with the legiſlative charac- 
ter as ſecurely as if the right of election was in 
their own perſons. The grievance therefore 


| b not lefſencd by going into oppoſite extremes. 


A perſect equality in diſtrit and population can 
alone form that ſyſtem of beauty and perfeRQion, 
which an equal repreſentation would * to our 


__ admired conſtitution. 


Devonſhire is divided into 33 hundreds, and 
contains one city and thirty-ſeven market- towns. 
It is ſeated in the province of Canterbury, and 
dioceſe of Exeter. It ſends twenty-ſix members 
to parliament ; namely, two knights for. the ſhire, 
two citizens for Exeter, and two burgeſſes for 
each of the following towns :--Aſhburton, Barn- 
Rtaple, Bearalſton, Dartmouth, Honiton, Oak- 
hampton, Plymouth, Plymton, Taviſtock, Th. 
verton, and Totneſs. 

In a penſion-liſt that . in the reign 
of Charles II. is this whimſical charafter of one. 
of the members for this count: 

Sir Gopelflon Bampfield, bart. much addicted to 
rippling, preſented to the king by his pretended 


Vile. Betty Roberts, in Pall-Mall. 


 BXETER. EE. 


Porrrrear CHARacTER—- This city, which is 
a city and county of itſelf, is very ancient, and 
boaſts of having had a mayor before even the 
city of London. Its extent is about a mile in 
compaſs ; and it has fifteen pariſhes. _. 
This is one of the few places in Great Britain 
which, in parliamentary language, is called an 
open city, from its not being under the influence 
of a nobleman, or any other individual. Were 
this the caſe in every city and borough, however 
_ imperfe@ the organization of their reſpeftive 
conſtitutions, our greateſt complaint, that of baſe 
inequality, and individual influence, would be 
removed. Twelve hundred freemen are a num- | 
ber that command a powerful claim to repreſen- 
tation; but, where the right is veſted in twenty- _ 
four, thirty-ſix, or fifty-four corporators, as in 
moſt boroughs, and even the populous cities of 
Bath, Wincheſter, and Saliſbury, it becomes a 
_ grievance of ſuch a magnitude, as to be coun- 
tenanced and ſupported only by the poſſeſſors of 
that deſpotic influence, wann entails ſlavery on A 
people. 
ANCIENT ReynrsrxrariOn,—Excter ſent 
| 3 members 


_— . EXETER, 


members from the firſt demand of them after the 
conqueſt. | 
ConroraTiON. lt is a county of itſelf, and is 
governed by a mayor, 24 aldermen, a recorder, a 
chamberlain, a town<clerk, a ſheriff, and four 
Rewards, and has a ſword-bearer, four ſergeants 


at mace, and four ſtaff-bearers. The incorporate 
body of this city is divided into companies, and 
esch company is governed by officers annually 
choſen from among them. Civil cauſes are tried 
dy che mayor or his officers, who have cognizance 
of all pleas, and hear all cauſes between party and 
party, and determine them with the advice of the 
recorder, aldermen, and council of the city; but 
criminal cauſes, and breaches of the peace, are 
determined by eight aldermen, who are juſtices 
of the peace. 
ner or Etacrion—is underſtood to be in 
the magiſtrates and freemen, there never having 
been any determination of the houſe on that 
Nunztr or Vorzurs—may be aſcertained from 
the following poll „ EIT nt-6 
exceed 1200: Y 


James Buller, ela. 1206 
John Baring, eſq. 588 
| Sir C. W. Bampfylde, bart. 550 
Rerunxixc Orriczx— the ſheriff, 
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TIVERTON. 
Po LITICAL CHARAC TER. The elective intereſt 
in this borough is entirely poſſeſſed by Lord Har- 
rowby, who nominates the members. The fol- 
lowing names of the whole conſtituent body will 
beſt explain the motives which n their poli. 
tical attachments. Ea 3 
| LIST, 
No. 1. Benjamin Dickenſon, mayor. -—This gen- 
tleman's independence may be eſtimated by 
the circumſtance of his brother being a ſuper- 
viſor of exciſe, and his brother-in-law being 
employed i in the cuſtoms. _ DOCS 
No. 2. John Dayey.--The PREME chartered Is 7 
tice of the town. 
No. 3. David Gorton.---Both of theſe worthy 
electors are employed in the ſervice of the 
& mayor in no very enviable ſituation ; added to 
which, the juſfice lately PRION a commilifon 
for his ſon. | RE 
No. 4. Henry Ofmond. | 
No. 5. Henry Oſmond, jun. ſon to the above 
and clerk to Sir John, and dent at Exeter. 
No. 6. William Wood. An extra- officer in the 


ſampealſice, ts in London. 
Na. 
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No. . Bevis Wood. Town-clerk, receiver of 
the crown rents for Devon, Cornwall, and Somer- 
et, an attorney at law in genteel practice. 
No. 8. Barnard Befley, now comptroller of the 
cuſtoms at Exon, and refident there. 
| Neo. 9. John Beſley, his brother, a dyer it in a re- 
ſpectable line. 
No. 10. William Beſley, his ſon, in nn 
with his father. 
No. 11. Thomas Enchmarſh, ), 
No. 18. Richard Enchmarſh, bone 
No. 13. Philip Parkhouſe. -A good-natured ho- 
neſt bookſeller, whoſe principal trade is with 
: the ſcholarsof the grammar-ſchool, and among 
the neighbouring gentry, by whom he is de- 
fervedly held in eſteem. He is diſtributor of 
A. 
No. 14. William Martin. A plain country 
farmer, who rents a ſmall tenement in the pa- 
riſh, cats his mutton, and does as he is bid 
without grumbling. 
No. 15. A merry baker, two of whoſe brothers 
arc employed by government. 
No. 26. George Cruwys. The ſapient veſtry- 
clerk of the pariſh. 
No. 17. William Horabin..—.This man was born - 
in 


? 
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in London; but being by trade a hot-preſler, 
| he was ſent for by the late Oliver Peard, 
and made one of the corporation ef the town. 
He refides at Exeter, and works for Sir John. 
No. 18. Rev. William W alker, couſin of Sir 
John, through whoſe means he obtained a go- 
vernment-living near Bath, which he fcarcely 
ever viſits, except to receive e the e of Chriſt's 
vineyard, © 
No. 19, John Webber.---In this good man's caſe 
there is ſomething like a diſplay of juſtice; for 
it is commonly reported he is ſaddled upon the + 
above learned and reverend Sir, for an ny 
of 40l. per annum. | 
No. 20. William Lewis.---A Tiverton merchant, 
and a near relation to Sir John. | | 
No. 91. John Govett. 
No. 22. William een neee and 
maliſter. | 
No. 23. John Owens. —A reputable manufac- 
turer. | | 
No. 24. Henry Dunsford. STII. of turn- 
Pikes. | 
ANcikxr — — borough 
never ſent members to parliament until the year 
1615, when it was ſo imprivileged by charter of 


7 
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| James I. whoincorporntedit by the name of ma- 
vor, twelve principal burgeſſes, and twelve aſſiſ- 
tants, who compoſe the whole conſtituent body of 
this branch of the democracy of Great Britain. 
The reaſon affigned by the above monarch 
for enfranchiſing this borough, in the preamble to 
the charter, is ſomewhat curious, and what, in our 
opinion, would have juſtificd at leaſt a ſuſpenſion, 
if not a removal of that privilege, ſuppoſing the 
borough to have poſſeſſed it before. This pre- 
amble begins with reciting, that Tiverton was an 
ancient town ; and that it had lately been burnt down, 
thirty-five thouſand pounds worth of property 
having been deſtroyed. And the king, perhaps 
thinking it would never be built up again, deemed 
it a proper place to balance the influence of Dun- 
wich, which had been ſwallowed by the ſea, and 
Old Sarum, which had been totally deſtroyed. 
Aker this, Tiverton became a large populous 
place, and carried on a conſiderable trade. But, 
on the gth of June 1731, another terrible fire 
| happened here, which deſtroyed 200 of the beſt 
houſes in the place, and moſt of the manufac- 
tures. „ 150,000: on 
| | which 
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'which the ling paſſed an act, is EN 
year, for rebuilding the town, in which it was 
enjoined that the new-built houſes ſhould be 
covered with tiles or lead, inſtead of thatch ; that 
no trade, likely to occaſion fires, ſhould be exer- 
ciſed in the public ſtreets, nor any ſtacks of 
corn or ſtraw erefted there; that fire- engines 
ſhould be provided, and the ſtreets and paſſages | 
_ widened. | | 
In 1723, the mayor of the bowwagh of Tiver- 
ton having abſented himſelf -on the charter-day : 
for eletting his ſucceſſor, no new mayor could 
be choſen. The year following, the crown was 
applied to for a new charter; and the buſineſs 
was referred to Sir Philip Yorke and Sir Cle- 
ment Wearg, then attorney and ſolicitor general, 
for their opinion. In this report they ſtated the 
caſe” of Banbury; and, after obſerving that the 
deciſion there had not been contradifted by any 
: ſubſequent opinion of the court where it was 
made, nor of any ſuperior court, they ſay, © That 
ce they apprehend it comes up to the caſe before 
10 them, and is a clear authority in law, that the 


e corporation of Tiverton is at an end.“ They 
| therefore - 
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therefore adviſed the king to / grant a new 
charter. 

To prevent the inconvenience 83 the 
pover which the preſiding officer of corporations 
had of diſſolving them, by beingabſent on the day 
appointed by their conſtitution, for the election 
of magiſtrates, it was afterwards enaQted by the 
| Rat. 11 Geo. I. c. 4. That, for the future, the 

corporation, in ſuch caſes, ſhall not be deemed 
or taken to be diſſolved.” It is likewiſe pro- 
vided, that the perſons entitled to choofe the ma- 
 giltrates, ſhall proceed to make the election on the 
day immediately following the charter day, with- 
out the mayor or other preſiding officer; and that 
the perſon next in office ſhall hold the court, and 
be the prefiding officer for that purpoſe. - 

CorroraTion—confiſts of a mayor, twelve 
burgeſſes, twelve inferior aſſiſtants, a recorder, 
and a derk of the peace. This charter of 
James I. empowered the mayor to be gaol- 
keeper, and ordered that the gaol-delivery ſhould 
be before him and the recorder. 

| Rienr or Exzcrio— The choice of repre- 
banner is veſted in the corporation only. 
NUMBER 
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Numzres or Vorras—- 24. 
RerurNInG Orxicex—the mayor. 
PaTtron—Lord Harrowby. 


r= 


devil or 'VOTES. 


December 1, 1710. —The return for- this bo- 
rough being read, it appeared that T. B. R. M. 
and J. W. eſqrs. had all an equal number of | 
voices. | 

| Reſolved, —* That the late election of diſcs 
c to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the 

m borough of Tivertos, is a void election. 5 

Ordered, — A new writ to iſſue, &c. 


DARTMOUTH. 


— - - 


PoLtTICAL Saane rin Enis is anc 
Antics; like Tiverton, in this county, of a large : 
and populous town ſuffering the moſt invaluable 
privilege of man to be affumed and exerciſed 
by a corporation, conſiſting of forty freemen, or; 
as they ought with juſtice and propriety to be 

Dr: dondmen! ? "TW forty ſeleQ gentry, 
| conſtituted 
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conſtituted to legiſlate for 2 community, are 


again circumſcribed,. by the operation of Mr. 


Creweꝰs bill, to leſs than half of even that nutn- 


| ber. The governor of Dartmouth, the colleQor, 


compttoller, and all the officers of the cuſtom- 
houſe, are taken from this immaculate body ; 
and the remainder are moſtly under the employ- 
ment of government, as gunners, and other 
officers, which Mr. Crewe's bill does not diſqua- 
lify. 

This is one of thoſe hopeful places termed 


government-boroughs, from the Treaſury and 


Admiralty taking to themſelves the exerciſe of 
that influence which might, with more eafe, and 
equal propriety, be exerciſed by the clerks at the 
delk, in either of thoſe offices. One of the 
members recommended by government to this 


| borough, is generally a neighbouring gentle- 


man; the other is always a ſtranger, who ap- 

pears to have no other intereſt with the voters, 

than that of completely intoxicating them at an 
Since the death of the late Arthur Holdſ- 


worth, eſq. member for this town, Mr. Edward 


Baſtard, of Sharpham, near this borough, brother 


to 


% 


7 - 
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to the member for the county, has + taken the 
lead of this corporation. 
ANCIENT. Reraz52NTATION.——This 8 
ſent only once to 5 viz. * Beard I. 
before 24 Edward III. . 5 
ConronATIO—was granted by E Edvard III. 
It conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, two bailiffs, and 
twelve common-councilmen. They 1 a court 
of ſeſſions, and a water-bailiwick court. 4 
RIchr or ELSCTION. Nov. 21; SR 
I. The committee reported, that it appeared, the: 
right of election for the borough of Dartmouth, 
alias Clifton Dartmouth Hardneſs, in Com. 
Devon. was wo the * of e bo- 
rough. 7 £ 
II. 1 nemine e « That — 5 
0 five new freemen, made 8 the writ bore 
e teſte; were not duly nor legally r 
.< Apreed to by this houſe.” . 
UI. Ordered That Mr. Whitrow, ths 1 
. « mayor, be taken into euſtody, for his miſ-, 
_  « deameanours in making the ſaid freemen.“ 
NumMBER or VorERS—-20ͤkĩ7ẽd 
 ReruRNING Orr1cex—the mayor. 


ParRON Edward Baſtard, = 
Vow Bb - 6 ASHBURTON, ' 
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ASsH BURTON. 
PoLITICAL nase This being a bur- 


gage · tenure borough, was the joint property of 


the late Earl of Orford and Sir Robert. Palke ; 
but, by the deceaſe of the former, his ſhare of it 
deſcends to Mr. Trefuſis. 

Ancient an... Ald "IR 


members to parliament the-26th of Edward I. 
and again the 8th of Henry IV. fince which time 


i never made any more returns before the 15th - 


of Charles I. anno „ 2 


© with other boroughs. 


CorronaTtion- None. It is however governed 
by a AP EARL at the court of the 
lord of the manor. 

Rrenr or — Willis ob- 


ferves, that all the houſekeepers voted in this 
borough until the year 1707, and that the number 


upon dhe poll were 196: ſo that its perſonal pro- 
. perty in repreſentation has not been of more. 


than 85 years duration. The members are eho- 
ſen in a place that is now uſed as a ſchoolhouſe, 
and which was formerly a chapel dedicated to St. 
Lawrence 


Feb. 


2 


ASHBURTOX, _ 


Feb. aki 1707, Reſolved---* That the right of 
* ejection of members to ſerve in parlia- 


* mentfor the borough of A/hburton, in the - 


k county of Devon, is in the freeholders 
7M having lands or tenements holden of the 
. borough only.” . ©; | 

March 17, 1701, Reſolved-— That the free. 

«holders of the lands and tenements called | 
* Halſhanger and Holwell lands, lying within 

© the borough of Aſhburton, and ſubjeQ to 

% pay a borough-rent, have a right to vote 

4 for members to ſerve in parliament for the | 

mid borough of A/bburton. | | 

' NuMBER or VoTERS.---This is of very little 

_ Hills from the majority of the freeholds, | 

which gave a right of ſuffrage, being the joint 

2 property of Mr. Trefuſis and Sir Robert Palke ; "Ie 

and as the freeholds. are only divided at their | 

= diſcretion, for the purpoſe of complying with the 


forms of an eleQion, the number of voters is 


virtually only two, although they have been 
reckoned by Willis and others to be 200. 
RruxxvINd Orricer-—the portreve. | 

| PRoPRIETORs---Sir Robert Palke, bart. and 7 


Mr. Trefufis. . 
L2 . OAKHAMTON 


Ss 


— 
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OAKHAMPTON, or OKEHAMPTON. 

Fortrieat Cnanacrer.—The ſtate of this 
borough is fingular: its conſtitution is partly 
acceptance of the charter, the portreve of the 
borough had always made the return; but, from 
the date of the charter, 162g, the mayor has al- 
ways taken upon himſelf that office. A Mr. 
Hawkes, an ingenious attorney of this place, choſe 
to revive, in his own perſon, the office of por- 
treve at the laſt general election, which had lain 
dormant for 167 years, and in that capacity to 
take the poll, and made a return to parliament 
of John William Anderſon, eſq. and John 
| Townſon, eſq. as being duly eleQted to repreſent 
the borough. The portreve had formerly been 
choſen by the homage of a court-leet of the 
lord of the manor, at Michaelmas in every year; 
but the charter giving the corporation a power 
to make bye laws, it was cautiouſly and cunningly 
provided, by one of the firſt acts of the corpora- 
tion, that the mayor for the time being ſhyuld be 
preſented to the homage, to be choſen phrtreve 
allo for the year of his mayoralty. 7 
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2 the feudal and corporate offices united in one 
perſon. The junction of che offices took place 
in 162g, and has continued with but one excep- 
tion ever ſince. Mr. Hawkes was duly choſen 
by the homage, at the Michaelmas court-leet of 
1789, and appeared to have a very ſtrong claim 
to exerciſe the powers of returning officer. The 
mayor alſo choſe to act the ſame part with Mr. 
Hawkes the portreve: he took a poll, admitted 
votes which Mr., Hawkes rejected, and rejected 
votes which Mr. Hawkes admitted, and con- 
cluded by returning Colonel St. Leger, and Ro- 
bert Ladbroke, eſq. to parliament. By this laſt 
return, the numbers. were ſtated to be, HW 
3 St. A OOF EG 168 


1 Tounſon — = „ 2 
Mr. Anderſon — = OT 


Although, by the return of Mr. Hawks "0 
ſon appeared to have 102,. and Anderſon Tor, 
and St. Leger and Ladbroke ta be i in a . 
with both, e SYPIC RSIN 
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: | This Aube return came to a bearing 0 
2 committee of the houſe of commons, on Friday 
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the 4th of February, 1991 ; when the queſtion 
t iſſue, between Thomas Bridgman Luxmore, 
the mayor, and John Hawkes, the portreve, as 
do the right of exercifing the powers of return- 
ing officer, came firſt to be argued, The com. 
mittee, aſter hearing the evidence, determined, 
Firſt—* That the portreve is t the proper 
returning officer for the borough of Oke- 
* hampton.” 
Secondly “ That the mayor i the proper re 
turning officer.” 
By this dicifion, St. Leger and Ladbroke be- 
came the fitting members, and Townlon and An- 
The counſel for the petitioners then proceeded 
to give their clients a majority, by objecting to 
four votes which the mayor had admitted for the 
fitting members, who were bad votes, and ſeventy 
two others, who had frecholds conveyed to them 
by the Duke of Bedford, Earl Spencer, and a Mr. 
Harris, for no equitable conſideration, only a few 
weeks before the election; and the conveyances 
were made to perſons collected from every quarter 
of the kingdom. It appeared in evidence that 
thirty-one of thoſe grants were made by Earl Spen- 
cer, en- one by the Duke of Bedford and Mr. 


Palmer, 


" 
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Palmer, and the remainder by 8 in 

the intereſt of the aboye noblemen. After hear- 
ing arguments of counſel pro and con. and ſeveral 

evidences, whoſe examination laſted ſeyeral days, 
the committee determined on each of the ſeyenty- 
two votes ſo munufactured; and their op pinion 
was, that every one of them was bd. : 
The counſel for Townſend and Anderſon then 
proceeded to adduce evidence againſt the other - 
voters, to whom they objected. | 

Theſe were four, viz. Robins, Lethbridge 
Henley, and Ford. The firſt was objected to on 
the ſcore of inſanity; but the counſel failing in 
their proof he was declared goed. 

The ſecond was objetted to as a diſtributor of 
ſtamps, and of courſe diſqualified by Mr. Crewe's 
bill; but it appearing that he was appointed oy: 
dhe diſtributor of ſtamps for the county, and not 

by government, he was adjudged goed. Eos 
| + The third was objected to on the ſame ground, 
he being employed in the collection of the exciſe: - 


burt it appearing that he had been diſcharged by 


the board for more than five years, and that he : 
was only employed occaſionally by the collector 
of the diſtrict, during the abſence or. ſickneſs of 
| ne exciſe officers, for which he received at the 
„„ ns. 


% 


A 
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rate of 7.40 per annum, by the collector, to be 
aſterwards allowed by the boart) at their diſcretion, 
— 

| The fourth was obje®ted to, as not having been 
admitted to his freedom until after the election. 
He was entitled to his freedom, by birth; but not 
arriving at Oakhampton until the Sunday before 
the election, which happened the next day, the 
mayor not being bound to hold a court on Sunday, 
— tra doors 
the vote was deemed good. 

R of the 

., petitioners, 


— took place in to count. of Bing» Bench, 
* Miichaclmas term. Two aftions were brought by one Evans, 
a tuir dreffer, of Brighthelmſtone :—one againſt Richard Stevens, 
the other againſt John Ockenden, electors of Seaford, for the 
penalties of C. 00 exch, under Mr. Crew's bill; the ſaid Stevens 
and Ockenden having been employed within the laſt year, pre- 
vious to the eleftion at which they gave their votes, in the capacity 
_ ef what ixtermed hop-affiftants, to collect and manage the receipt 
of the duty on hops, during that ſeaſon in which hops are gather- 
od. The cauſes were tried at the laſt ſummer-afſizes for the coun- 
ty of Suſſex, when the jury found ſpecial verdicts in each cauſe, 
hett to the decifion of the court of King's Bench, in which 
if wor come under the deſcription of revenue-ofticers, and, of 


% 
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: petitioners and * rejected, as Was RET VE 
tune of the fitting members: at length the com- 
mittee having finiſhed the evidence, there appeared 
a majority of tuo votes for St. Leger, and on- for 
Ladbroke, who were thereupon declared to be duly 
So little do the rights of election ſeem to have 
been underſtood, until very lately, in this'coun- 
try, that, at an election for this borough in 1660, 
the freeholders, who firſt aſſerted their right to 
vote, aſſembled in a tumultuous manner to oppoſe 
the mayor, and made a return of one member only, 
contrary to every idea of right; for they muſt have 
been entitled to the election of two members, or 


none. However, the houſe recognized their right 


the enſuing year, 2 oy have N to ex- 
erciſe it ever finee. ; 
Ancient REPRESENTATION. —This i is an an- 
N cient borqugh and barony ; ; and we find in doomſ- ; 
day-book, that there were then four burgeſſes and 
a market. This town was again raiſed to a bo- 
rough, acc ording to the modern acceptation of the 
word, by James I. In 1648 i it was again admitted 
to ſend members to parliament, as it had formerly 
done i in the — of Edvard I. and II. 
M1 | 3 N Coxron ano: 
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burgelſes, from whom the mayor is annually 
choſen; and as many affiſtants, from whom the 
principal burgeſſes are elected. 
eee EuitcTion. —Feb. 24, 17 10, Relalved, 
* That the right of electing members to 
* ſerve in parliament, for the borough. of 
*® Oakbampton, in the county of Devon, 
_ * ir in the freeholders, and. freeman being 
e made free according to the charter and | 
bye: lavs of the ſaid borough.” 
Nonsens or VoTtrs---I82. | 
 Reronnine Orricex—the mayor, who Nas: 
great influence at elections. 
Parzons—Duke of Bedford and Earl Spencer. 


BEREALSTON. 5 
PoLrTIcat Cuakacrxx.— This being a bur- 
gege- tenure borough, and the property of the 
Earl of Beverly, to whom it was bequeathed by the 
will of bis father, the late Duke of Northum- 
berland, its repreſentation upon the will 
of that nobleman. 
Anwcumxt RePRESENTA TION, — Ae this 
down ĩs ana ncient borough by preſcription, the 
N 5 
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n er ſending members was” not reſtoted to 
them until 27 Eliz. 

| CorrorartION.—None. It is however gover- 
ned by a pris. choſen oe Nh at the lord's 
court. 

Ric or Else res- in thoſe who have 
land in the borough, and pay chree· pence ac- 
knovledgement to the lord. The whole number 
of houſes, or rather cottages, for they are all of 
the meaneſt and moſt miſerable OS do 


not exceed forty. - 


I. 26 Mar. 1729. | Reſolved, nemine contra- 
> dicente, That the right of election of bur- 
« geſſes to ſerve in parliament for the bo- 
rough of Berealſton, in the county of De- 
« yon, is in the freehold tenants of the ſaid 
« borough, holding by burgage-tenure; and 
paying three-pence per annum, or more, 
<« ancient burgage-rent, to the lord of the 

« ſaid borough, and in them only.” : 

II. The houſe being acquainted, that an in- 
denture of return, ſigned by the freehold 
© tenants of the ſaid borough, had been ten- 

, (ered to the portreve of the ſaid borough, 
at the time of the election, ben chat he 
8 ” ITY to accept the ** and that one 
3 
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| * of the perſons who had figned and ten- 
dered the ſaid indenture to the portreve, 
® was at the door; 

The faid perſon was called in and axuniocd, 
und delivered the faid indenture in to the clerk 
of the houſe; and the ſame was read at the 
And the clerk of the crown attending the 

houſe in his place, according to order, vith the 
return for the ſaid horough ; | 
Ordered, That the clerk of the crown do 
* take off from the writ the indenture by 

* which Philip Cavendiſh, eſq. is returned 

.* toferve for the ſaid borough.” . 

g. Ordered, * That the portreve of the ſaid 
* borough of Berealſton do execute the in- 
* denture of return, figned by the freehold 
* tenants of the ſaid borough, which was 
* tendered to him at the time of the elec- 

| * tion; and that, when the ſaid indenture is 

* {© executed, the clerk of the crown do 
3 receive the ſame, and annex it to the writ 
Mi * direQing the ſaid election.“ bo 
4 Nou or Eixcrors—Depend entirely upon 
the will of the lord, who, by granting burgage- 


xenares, which are uſually reſigned, in this and 
5 all 
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all other fimilar boroughs, to their legal owners, 
immediately after the election is concluded - The 
number therefore of voters may be ſaid to be 
efficiently but one, although the * tenures 


have ſometimes amounted to 100. 
RerurninG OrricER— The lords portreve.”. 


 PrRoerIETOR—Earl of Beverly. 


POLITICAL ANECDOTE. 


The following ane cdote i is worth relating, in 


the hiſtory of this borough :—The Earl of Mor- 
nington was one of the members returned for this 


borough at the general election in 1784, in ie 


time of the late Duke of Northumberland; and 
his lordſhip vacating his ſeat in December | 
2 1786, by. being appointed a lord of the trea- 


ſury, the Earl of Beverley, who had then ſuc- 1, 


ceeded his father in this eſtate, had taken offence 
at ſome condutt in the preſent adminiſtration, 


and therefore refuſed the * his x re- 


i. 


IJ : 


e | 


At the eleftion for this e 4 A. D. 1725, 


| Eliot, a « commiſſioner of exciſe, had taken upon 
himſelf ' 
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himſelf to be the returning officer, contrary to 
law, which forbids any perſon belonging to the 
exciſe to meddle with elections. A motion made 
w addreſs the king, was, by this virtuous par- 
liament, ſet _ by moving che- previous 
queſtion. 


PLYMOUTH. 


Poirticat CararactiR.---This town, which 
is as large and populous as the city of Exeter, 
affords a moſt convincing proof of that want of 
reform in our repreſentative ſyſtem, which has 
been the objeR of our greateſt men and beſt pa- 
triots, and which it is the deſign: of this pablics- 
tion to promote. 

This is one of the places CY" Admiralty 
boroughs, from that board taking upon itfelf the 
nomination of the members. It is generally 
repreſented by a lord of the admiralty, and an 
admiral or captain of the navy: and the admi- 
ralty always diſplay the eſtimation which this 
place, Portſmouth, or Chatham, hold in their 
favour, by the good behaviour of the reſpective 
corporations, as the ſhips are uſually.paid off at 
—_— which manifeſts the moſt political ſub- 


_ miſſion. 
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miſſion. Rocheſter, the politics of which form 
the barometer of court-favour for Chatham, | 
experiences but half the civility it might other= 
wiſe expect, from Mr. Beſt, one of their mem 
bers, being in oppoſition; and Portſmouth is 
_ deemed mes con from having both in chat 
predicament. 
Axctine RepntsenTaTION.—This borough, 
anciently known by the name of Sutton, having 
- ſent, 26 or 33 Edward I. the 4th and 7th Ed- 
ward II. and to a council, 14 Edward III. inter- 
mitted returning until 20 Henry IV. WAS rot | 
porated it in the 18th year of his reiggg. 
CoxyoraTION—confifts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, and forty-cight common-coun- 
cilmen. | 
Richror Eizerion—-Of member to repre- 
? fent twenty thouſand inhabitants, who are calcu- 
lated to be in this town, is inveſted in a felf- 
created corporation: but the right i in this place, 
as in all others, was originally in the people at 
large, until the ingenuity of power defined com- 
monalty to mean corporation, populacy to mean 
tax-payers, and, by a ſyſtem of political logic, : 
proved a part to be the whole. 


Jun. 15s FOO The AY order, made 
| I6 Jan. 
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16 Jan. 1735, for reſtraining counſel from offer. 
ing evidence touching the legality of votes con- 
wary to the laſt determination * che houſe of 
commons, was read; _ P 

And the laſt determination of the houſe con- 
cerning the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid borough, made the gth 
of June 1660, which was then reſolved to be in 
the mayor and commonalty of the ſaid borough, 
 wasalfo read. 

Then the counſel for the petitioner were heard, 
and infiſted, that the word commonalty, in the 
faid laſt determination, extended only to. the 
freemen of the ſaid borough, excluſive of the 
frecholders thereof. 

Which being denied hte counſel for FA 
ning member, who inſiſted that the ſaid word 
c y includes the freeholders of the ſaid 
borough ; | 
Meny pieces of evidence were given on each 
fide (which are ſtated in the votes of this day, 
and on the day next hereafter-mentioned) con- 
fiſting chiefly of charters, indentures of return, 
u parliament-roll, and witneſſes to prove the 
Dec. 14, 1739. tf. Ordered, © That the com- 

1 miſſioner, 
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« miſf oner, and clerk of the cheque; of his 
* Majeſty's dock-yard near the borough of 
Plymouth, do permit John Rogers, eſq. 
* (againſt whom a petition is depending 
© before the houſe, touching the laſt elec- 
tion of a member to ſerve in parliament 
& for the ſaid borough) or his agents, to : 
| © inſpe@and take minutes of the muſter- 


1 e rolls and books, wherein are contained 


, the time of entry and diſcharge of all 
« ſhipwrights, labourers, and other artificers 
belonging to the ſaid dock.” | 
. Ordered, « That the agent, Mane and 
« clerk of the checque, of his majeſty's vic- 
« tualling-office at Plymouth, do permit 
« John Rogers, eſq. (againſt whom, &c.) 
or his agents, to inſpect and take minutes 
« of the muſter- rolls and books, wherein 
are contained the time of the entry and | 
e diſcharge of all perſons employed.s in the | 
« ſaid office." 

Jan. 17, 1639. I was reſolved, 25 That i in the | 
« laſt determination of this bouſe, of the 
« right of ele&ion of members to ſerve i in 
s parliament for the borough of Plymouth, 
in the county of Devon, made the gth of 
Vor.I. © M oo 5 June, 


"pf 
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«* June, 1660, which is as follows:“ That 
the mayor and commonalty of Plymouth 

_ © have a right tocleQ members to ſerve in 
* parliament for that borough” it appears 
* to this houſe, that the word commonally 
therein mentioned extended to the free- 
men only of the ſaid borough.” 

The fitting member acquainted the houſe, that 


the word commonalty, mentioned in the laſt de- 


termination of this houſe, of the right of election 
of members to ſerve in parliament for the bo- 
rough of Plymouth, being declared by this houſe 
to extend to the freemen only of the borough, he 
would not give the W ore trouble ; 
and then withdrew. 


And the queſtion being put, that John Rogers, 


efq. is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this pre- 


ſent parliament for the a 
the county of Devon; 

It paſſed in the negative. 

Reſolved, * That Charles Vanbrugh, eſa - is 

* duly elected.“ &c. 


Nous or Vorzrs—i1bo. 


RrrTuzxinG Orricex—The mayor. 
Parzox—the admiralty. 3 
2 Tors. 
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 PotIticat CHARACTER.— Here exiſts an he- 


_reditary claim to a burgeſsſhip, which we men- 


tion on account of its ſingularity. The Earl of 
Mount Edgcumbe exerciſes the corporate powers 


of a burgeſs, in right of his anceſtor, Richard 
Edgcumbe, eſq. who, in the ſecond year of 


Queen Elizabeth, conveyed the manor of the 


| borough of Totneſs to the corporation, on a 


Teſerved rent of twenty-one pounds per annum, 
payable to the owner of the caſtle, reſerving with 


this alienation the right of a nn. to his 


heirs for ever. | 
The influence had been for many years in is 
family of the Duke of Bolton; but it is now 


partly poſſeſſed by Mr. Juſtice Buller, whoſe an- 


ceſtor repreſented the borough at the Revolu- 


tion. 


Ancer Rrennarxration—This borough 


ſent to parliament as early as 23 Edward I. 


CoreorRATtION.—This town was incorporated 


by charter of Elizabeth. It is gaverned by a 
mayor, recorder, 13 capital members or aſſiſtants, 
two tente a 20 burgeſſes. 


NM 3 Rronr 
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Rieur or Etecrion.— —Altbough this town is 


far lefs populous than Plymouth, yet, like that 
| Place, che tight of ſending members to parliament 


is in the corpygation. 
Mar. 4, 1695. Reſolved, © That the perforis 
made free by the late King James's char- 
ter, to the borough of Totneſs (in com. 
Devon) have no right to vote in eleQting 
* members to ſerve in parliament for the 
fad borough, by virtue of ſuch free- 
* | 
Reſolved, © That the right of electing — 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid bo-— 
rough of Totneſs, is in the freemen not 
oc inhabiting, as well as in the freemen in- 
„ habjting, within the ſaid borough of Tot- 
* neſs.” 
Reſolved, That Sir Richard Gipps, beg 
«preſented to the houſe a frivolous, vexa- 
* tious, and groundleſs petition, relating to 
* the election of members to ſerve in par- 
 « liament for the ſaid borough of Totneſs, 
pe taken into . of Me 78 at 
„„ 
Reed, That Sir Richard Gipps do make 
* ſatisfaction to the members of this houſe, 


c ; * Ws 


PETIEF TO 165 


* * 
* 


e as 2s petitioned againſt, for the coſts and ex- 


te pences they have been put unto, by reaſon 
« of ſuch petition.” | 
NulfBER OF Vorzxs—34. 
RETURN ING OpricexR—the mayor. 
ParRoNs— Duke of Bolton, and Sir Francis 


1 Bart. 


PLYMTON. 


- Pottticat, CRARACTER.— This is a ſmall 


town, conſiſting of about 200 ordinary . houſes, 


forming two irregular ſtreets, in the form of a 
Roman T. The chief influence being in the Earl 


of Mount Edgecumbe, this borough may be ſaid 
to be under the ariſtocratical controul which has 
ſubverted that freedom of election, containing 
the eſſentials of liberty. . 

ANcIENT REPRESENTATION.—This borough 
ſent, like Barnſtaple, members to parliament as 
early as 23 Edward I. | . 

CorPoRaTION.---It was made a mayor- town by 
John. The corporation conſiſts of a mayor: and 
eight aldermen, or principal burgeſſes, who are 
called common council, and an indefinite number 
of freemen. It was 8 according to 
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Dr. Brady, by Baldwin de Redvers, earl of De- 
vonſhire, in the thirteenth year of Edward III. 
whoſe charter was afterwards confirmed by Ed- 
ward III. Richard II. Henry V. and Henry VI. 
The ſyſtem of modelling the charters, exerciſed 
in the arbitrary reigns of Charles II. and James 
II. was practiſed in this borough : but the char- 
ter of James II. was, at the Revolution, voted 
deſtructive of the conſtitution and government; 
and the freemen claiming under the former char- 
ters, were re- admitted to their franchiſe. 
RienrTor ETxcrion—is in the mayor, bailiffs, 
and freemen of the ſaid borough, and in the 
fons of freemen, who, although they have a right 
todemand their freedom, have been refuſed the 
Nous or VoTaRs---44. | 
PaTtxon---Earl of Mount Edgcumbe. 


TAVISTOCK. 


Porrrcat CnaracTtazr —This borough was | 
formerly the ſeat of Orgar, earl of Devonſhire, _ 


whoſe fon, Ordulf, built an abbey here anno 
9681 the revenues of which were valued, 26 of 


Henry 
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h thaw VII. at Zo 902 58. 70 per annum. At 
the diſſolution of the abbeys, 1539, the thirty= | 
firſt of Henry VIII. that king, by letters-patent, 
dated July 4, gave John Lord Ruſſell, afterwards 
created earl of Bedford, the fite of this monaſtery, 
with the borough and town of Taviſtock, and bur- 
gage thereof, with the rectory and advowſon of the 
vicarage; in which family it has ever fince con- 
tinued: and it is now ns by- the . 
Duke of Bedford. | | 
ANCIENT REPRESENTATION——WAS Exerciſed as 
early as 2 3 and 33 Edward I. and 19 Edward II. 
It then intermitted until 4 Edward III. from 
which time it has conſtantly ſent to parliament. 

CoRPoRATION—none, For this borough was 
never incorporated, although it has ſent members 
to parliament ever ſince 4 Edward III. 

RI chr of ELECTIOV.— The right of election 
is veſted in the freeholders, who, at the laſt poll 
taken, were one hundred and ten in number. 
Thoſe freeholds however being the property of the 
Duke of Bedford, there cannot be ſaid to be more 
than one actual elector. 

Here is an inſtance of a very large and popu- 
lous town, whoſe repreſentatives are choſen, not 
by a hundred and ſixty ſelf. elected corporators, 

| Ms: | like 
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Like Plymouth, or by twenty-four, which is the 


caſe at Tiverton, but by one hundred and ten 
frecholders, who hold thoſe freeholds under the 


conveyance of an individual, for the purpoſe of 


making an election of two peprefentatives, 


Nous or Vortrs—110. 
Rervanixe Orriczx— the portreve, annually 


choſen at the lord's court by twenty-four free. 


holders, appointed by the ſteward for that pur- 

poſe. | 

Pornmron- Duke of Bedford. 
BARNSTAPLE. 


Pot tricat CruaracTtrtr.---T his borough ap- 


pears, like Oakhampton, to have been partly 
feudal, and partly corporate, in its conſtitution; 


and there have been anciently many attempts of 


the inhabitants to obtain charters of the kings 
to exonerate them from the juriſdiQtion of their 


Beſide the mayor, two aldermen, and twenty. 


: two common=council, conſtituted by the ſeveral. 


charters, there are near two hundred and fifty 
common burgeſſes, who aſſume that right by pre- 


a which they carry as far back as king 
| | . Athelſtone, 
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. Athelſtone, when the term burgeſs implied the 
inhabitant. of a tything or borough ; and the 
rights of which they ſtill exerciſe, indepopfie of | 
either of the above charters. 

+ "mY theſe partial remains of its W * 
ratter the borough perhaps owes its preſent inde. 
pendence; for it does not, as we can underſtand, 
acknowledge the influence of a patron. 

ANCIENT REPRESENTATION. — This, which 
Vas a borough before the conqueſt, ſent members 
on the firſt ſummons, 23 Edward I. 
CogpORATTON.—It appears to have been firſt 
| incorporated by Henry I. and King John gave 
it a mayor and two bailiffs. Queen Mary added 
two aldermen and a common council. of twenty 
two; and James I. ratified and confirmed all 
theſe privileges in the eighth year of his reign. 

The manor of Barnſtaple has deſcended through 
a number of families, from the firſt grant of it, by 
the Conqueror, to Judhael de Totnais, to the 
preſent time; but, as nothing ſufficiently - re- 
markable to attract the notice of our readers oe- 
curs in the apa we omit deraling the par- 
ticulars. | 

Ricur or ELtcrion---is in | thi corporation, | 
conſiſting of a mayor, two aldermen, and twenty- 

_ two 


of the conteſt. 
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. two common council, and in the common bur- 


Noms or VortErs---450. 
Rerunninc Orricir---the mayor. 
Parzon—nme. 


An attempt was made, at the laſt election, to 
introduce a member on the intereſt of Mr. Rolle, 
the repreſentative for the county ; but it did not 
fucceed; the numbers upon the poll being, for 
John Cleveland, eſq. 162 
William Devaynes, eſg. 160 
Richard Wilſon, eſq. „ 1 

A petition was preſented to the houſe of com- 
mons, by Mr. Wilſon, againft the return of the 
other two; and, upon the hearing, ſome ſtrong 
prook of bribery were produced, and ſupported 
by cleven witnefſes : the committee, howeverg ſo 
far from giving any degree of credit to them, 


voted the pation frivolous and vexatious. Mr. 


Wilſon complained heavily of the deciſion in the 
public papers; but we have fince heard no more 
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HONITON. 

PoxrrIc AL CuAnACcrER.— This is a borough 

by preſeription. Having negleQted its right 
from about the latter part of Edward the Firſt's 
reign, it was not reſtored to its legiſlative pri- 
veleges until William Pole, eſq. by his ſtrenuous 
efforts, regained the right, 16 Charles I. 1640. 

Sir George Yonge has an hereditary family 
' Intereſt, in conſequence of having conſiderable 
property in the pariſh and its neighbourhood. 
This intereſt began ever fince the town was re- 
ſtored to its privileges in 1640, when his an- 
ceſtor, Walter Yonge, eſq. was eletted. The 
family have, almoſt without intermiſſion, ſuc- 
ceſſively been returned for this borough. This 
natural affeQion of the people, the confiſtency 
of principles, and the general condu@ of the 


Vonges, have confirmed: for the preſent Sir 


George Yonge has the intereſt of about fix parts 
in ſeven of the voters in his favour. 

The other member is generally a ftranger, 
who is ſought out by individuals, properly de- 
nominated borough-mongers, who poſſes a perfeft 
knowledge of the lower claſſes, whom, by various 
arts, they retain in attachment to them. Pre- 

vious 
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vious to a vacancy, theſe dealers in corruption 
endeavour to find a candidate ſuited to their pur- 
poſe, as rich and unexceptionable as poſſible, 
who depoſiting a certain ſum of money, is 
certain of having every art and effort exerted in 
his favour, Thus bribery commences and con- 


tinucs in proportion to the activity. of the agents 
ofa third candidate, 


| BRIBING THE VOTERS. 


| The mode purſued, is that of giving each 
voter from five to fifty guineas, according to the 
emergency of the conteſt; and their wives, meat, 
clothes, &c. and alſo by opening inns, for which 
purpoſe a conſiderable number are permitted to 
exiſt, The number of votes influenced by theſe 
er other private conſiderations, are nineteen out 
of twenty. The ſum neceſſary to purchaſe a _ 
may vary from £.2000 to C. 8 oo. 

Lord Courteney is lord of the manor, and - 
exerciſes the right of appointing (by a directed 
zury) che officers of portreve and bailiff annually, 
What intereſt he has, is conferred on Sir George 
Yonge, bart. Theſe offices confer no dignity, 


nor 
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nor are attended with any conſiderable emolu- 


ment. | 
| AnctenT Krähe Ain appears, an 


above, to have been as early as 28 Edward I. 
It likewiſe ſent to parliament 4 Edward II. it 
then intermitted ſending until the right was re- 
ſtored to the borough; when Cockermouth, Oak- 
hampton, &c. were admitted to the ſame revival 
of privilege, 1640. 

CorroRATION—none ; it being governed by a 
portreve, who is annually choſen as above, at the 
court of the lord of the manor. 5 

RicuT or EEC TIN -was in thoſe paying 
ſcot and lot, and houſekeepers, pot-wallers, not 
receiving alms: the right of the latter was exer- 
ciſed and conferred in conſequence of a petition 
| againſt Walter Yonge, eſq. 1701 ; but, upon a 
ſpecial return of Sir William Drake, bart. Sir 
Walter Yonge, bart. and James Sheppard, eſq. 
the portreve referred the matter to the houſe, 
where, after diſcuſſing both Ty a great ma- 
_ jorit, = | 
Feb. 3, 1710, Reſolved —* That the right of 

© elefting members to ſerve in parliament 

for the borough of Honiton, in the county 
5 | | « of 


* aw 
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„ 
* borough, paying ſcot and lot only.” L 
But, fourteen years after, the right of voting 
was again allowed to the pot-wallers, by the fol- 
granny = | 
Dec. 18, 1924, Reſolved, —* That the right of 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the borough of Honiton, in the 
* county of Devon, is in the inhabitants, 
_ © houſckeepers, within the ſaid borough, 
* called Pot-wallers, not receiving alms of 
* the pariſh.” ; 
Nomen or VoT:aS—350. The number of 
houſes out of the borough are only twelve. 
 Rerunnxinc Or rien the portreve. 
Parxox Sir George Yonge, bart. 


 DORSETSHIRE. 
Poutricat Craracret Lord Rivers is un- 
derſtood to poſſeſs the firſt ariſtocratical intereſt | 
.inthis county. His lordſhip repreſented it until 
Ke became a peer, in 4776: he was then ſuc- 
— eg hon. George Pitt. This 
gentleman 


ETSY eg 7 


gentleman declined, in 1790, to his relation Wil- 
liam Morton Pitt, eſq. who is one of its preſent 
_ repreſentatives. The Earls of Ilcheſter, Dorcheſ- 
ter, Shaftſbury, and Digby, and other noblemen 
and gentlemen, have conſiderable intereſt, as 
muſt be the caſe in every county, but that of 
Lord Rivers preponderates; and ſuch as are in 
the court intereſt are, of courſe, underſtood to 
unite with him. | Y 
Bribery, perjury, and the horrid train of evils 
that are ſo common in the rotten boroughs, are 
precluded, by the extent of numbers, from intro- 
ducing themſelves into the conſtituent body of a 
county; but influence muſt prevail, until the right 
is changed from property to perſons, or the ſuf. 
frages of the freeholders be taken by ballot, and 
the opulent noblemen and gentlemen thus ren- 
dered incapable of diſtinguiſhing the dependent 
clector from him who exerciſes this firſt right 
of a freeman, agreeably to the dictates of his 
mind. : | 
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Porrriear CHARACTER. — Almoſt one half 
of the houſes and other ratable property in this 
; = | : | ' town 


/ 
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wwn belongs to the Earl of Shaftesbury, who 
_ conveys them by freehold leaſes to his friends and 
. dependents for the purpoſe of making votes at 
the defQion. One of theſe truſt-holders claimed 
and aQually exerciſed, the right of voting for a 
Piece of land lying near St. Peter's church, on 
which a little ſhop anciently ſtood, but which 
now makes part of the public road, and is covered 
with pavement ; many other ſmall pieces of land, 
which are entirely waſte, and covered with 
rubbiſh and weeds, have the right of ſuffrage | 
annexed to them, and are juſtly conſidered to be 
the moſt valuable voting property which the 
Earl of Shaftesbury poſſeſſes at Dorcheſter; 
becauſe they admit of no inhabitant to give his 
ſuffrage for his perſonal effects, who might be able 
to balance the vote of the noble Earl's feoffee 
in truſt. By means of this property, the Earl of 
Shaſteſbury eletis one member, who is his repre- 
{emativein the Houſe of Commons, becauſe, as he 
is choſen by means of the Earl's property and by 
hisdireQion, he cannot, by any forced conſtruction | 
whatever, be ſaid to be the repreſentative of the 
© Inhabitants of Dorcheſter, or of any part of the 
people of England. As a very conſiderable part 


of 
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ol the Houſe of commons is of this deſcription, 
the opinion of thoſe who aſſert, that, in the Eng- 
liſh Government, the monarchical, ariſtocratical, 
and democratical powers are juſtly balanced, is 
certainly fallacious; for if that opinion was true, 
the nobles could have no ſhare in the elections of 
the members of the Houſe of Commons. . 

The Earl of Dorcheſter, who is a native of 
this town, is poſſeſſed of go or 40 houſes; but 
this property will not infure the election of the 
other repreſentative, unleſs he calls in to his 
aſſiſtance the property of his ſteward and agent, 

Mr. Robert Strickland, who holds an equal 
number of houſes with his lordſhip. Indeed, at 
the laſt election, the eldeſt ſon of the Earl | 
of Dorcheſter, being in a different intereſt from 
| his father, refuſed to employ. the influence ariſing . 
from his father's property, and ſolicited the ſuffra- 
ges of theperſonal voters only ; of theſe he obtain- 


ed nearly two thirds, and was in confequence 


returned by the mayor: But a committee of the 
| Houſe of Commons was of opinion, that a de- 
cided majority of che inhabitants did not entitle 
him to a ſeat for Dorcheſter. 
Mir. Fane, the preſent member, was nie by 7 
the independent intereſt, but it is very doubtful 
VO. . 3 5 | whether 
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whether that intereſt will be ſtrong enough to ſe- 
cure him a ſeat in the next parliament, eſpecially 
ia reconciliation ſhould take place between the 
aof Dorcheſter and his ſon, and a junction 
ſhould be formed between him and the Earl of 
Shafteſbury. In this event, the two members of 
the Houſe of Commons will be choſen by two 
members of the Houſe of Lords. 

AncrienT ReyRESEN TATION. This town has 
ſent members to parliament ever fince 23 Ed- 
_ ward]. F 
|  Conroxation—confiſts of a mayor, a recor- 
der, two bailiffs, fix aldermen, fix capital bur- 
gefſes, and twenty-four common-councilmen, 
who are to take care of the liberties and trade of 
the town. This charter was granted them by 
Charles I. in the gth year of his reign. 2 

In this town the aſſizes are kept as well as the 
— ermTNEEN 
choſen at Dorcheſter. 

| Ricur or Exzerion.— Mar. 18, on Re- 
Fobved, * That the right of eleQting bur- 
* geſſes to ſerve in parliament for the bo- 

* rough of Dorcheſter in the -county of 

* Dorſet, is in the inhabitants of the ſaid 
_ * borough paying to church and poor, in 
Y . © repent 
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9 eſpe of their perſonal: eſtates, and in 
« ſuch perſons as pay to church and poor, 
© jn reſpe&@ of their real eſtates within the | 

* borough.” 
And Thomas Pitman, the mayor, was orflered 
into cuſtody for illegal and OY e at 


the election. 


May 17, 1720. Reſolved, © That that part of | 
4 the pariſh called the Holy Trinity, alias 
tte Dorcheſter Trinitatis, which was formerly = 
© the pariſh of Froome Whitfield, is no 
« part of en in the e of Dor- 
n 
Reſolved, ; © That the en of e 
b «row, within the pariſh of the Holy Trinity, 
© alias Dorrheſter Trinitatis, is no part of 
« the borough of Stoghafer in tag Sg, 
60 of Dorſet. a 
Feb. 22, 1775- Reſolved, by hs Se 
« That, purſuant to the laſt determination, 
fluch perſons as pay to church and poor, 
e jn reſpett of their real eſtates within the 
0 faid borough, though not inhabitants or 
occupiers, were entitled to vote.“ 
4prit 14. 1791. Reſolved, © That, aarſionk 5 
RM 0: | 553 


DORCHESTER, 


* to the laſt determination of the Houſe of 
* Commons, the right of electing burgeſſes 
* to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 
* Dorcheſter in the county of Dorſet, is 
in the inhabitants of the ſaid borough 
* paying to church and poor, in reſpe@of 
* their perſonal eſtates, and in ſuch perſons 
* as pay to church and poor in reſpe& to 
their real eſtates within the ſaid borough, 

* although not inhabitants or occupiers, and 
* although their names do not 2 5 Toon | 

* the poor's rate.” 

But this right of election may be fake to be 
pregnant with the greateſt political inconve- 
niences: for a perſon poſſeſſing the fee ſimple. 
of a houſe and offices may, by letting his houſe 
to one, his garden to a ſecond, his coach-houſe 
to a third, and his ſable to a fourth, qualify 
as many voters, and that without regard to reſi- 
dence, or his name ever appearing upon the 
poor's rate. We ſhould, therefore, be happy 
to be informed, by what criterion the returning 
officer is to judge of what votes he ſhould admit 
or refuſe : or, indeed, upon the view here taken 


of the inconſiſtent principles and extraordinary 
_ determinations 
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determinations of the right of voting, which 


5 this ſcene of borough election affords, on what 


ſyſtem or ſecurity of right can this country de- 

pend for a pure, free, equal, and adequate repre- 

ſentation? | 
"NUMBER or VoTERS—200. | 

: Rerurninc OrricerR_—the mayor. 

x PaTrRONs—The Earl of e and Earl 

or Dorcheſter. 
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In Camden's time, this was a ſmall inconſider- 


able place, inhabited by fiſhermen ; but towards 


the cloſe of the laſt century it was much im- 


proved, and was a conſiderable port, frequented 
by wealthy merchants. At preſent, it has little 


or no trade, and is only reſorted to by ſtrangers 
in the ſummer ſeaſon, for the purpoſe of ſea- 
bathing. \ 

PoLITICAL CHARACTER. —This may 150 deemed 
one of thoſe many dependent boroughs, which is 


wholly under the controul of an individual; the 1 
Earl of Weſtmoreland and his anceſtors having 
had the entire influence i in the corporation for the 


laſt en 125 
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The Carporaion a: preſent confts of e 


following perſons : 


1. John, Earl of Weſtmoreland, proprietor of 
the borough. 

2. Hon. Henry Fane, 4 of the Earl of 
Weſtmoreland, and one of his repreſentatives in 
the Houſe of Commons. 

3- Hon, Thomas Fane, brother of the Earl or _ 
Weſtmoreland, and his other repreſentative in 
the Houſe of Commons. (Pro curia in verſique 
mores !) 

4- John Fane, eſq. of Wormley, in Ouled- 
hire, a relation of the Earl of Weſtmoreland. 

$. Francis Fane, eſq. of Ogdon, in Eſſex, an- 
other relation, and brother of the preceding gen- 

| | : 

6. Edward Buckley Batſon, banker, in Lon- 


| don, and father - in- law of Mr. Henry Fane. | 


y. Charles Blair, eſq. a Weſt Indian gentle. 
man, now reſiding at Whatcombe, in Dorſetſhire, 
gs miles from Lyme, who married the aunt of the 
preſent Earl of Weſtmoreland. | 
8. David Robert Mitchel, eſq. of Devliſh, 
Dorſerſhire, a relation of the viſe of Mr. Henry 


$9- Sir William Lowther, of Cumberland, who 
| married 


. 5 
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married * fiſter, or ſome other relation, of che 


Earl of Weſtmoreland. 


10. John * of or near South Molton, | 
Devon. 

11. Robert Clarke, of Lyme-Regis, merchant, 
the only perſon in the corporation. that can be 
conſidered to be duly qualified, in all reſpeQs, to 
exerciſe the right of voting, in the choice of mem- 
bers of parliament for this borough. 

12. John Warren, collector of the cuſtoms, 


in the port of Lyme. 


13. Joſeph Wallis, deputy comperoller of : 
the port of Lyme. 
14. William Peterſon, farveyor of the port of 


Lyme, alſo ſuperviſor and collector's clerk. 


Theſe laſt three perſons were appointed to their 


_ reſpeQtive poſts by the Earl of Weſtmoreland, 


and may be depended on in all election conteſts; | 
for if they ſhould prove refractory, they would 


immediately be deprived of their employments: 
But the chief reaſon why theſe three perſons were 


admitted into the corporation, is becauſe there is 
a court of huſtings held in the borough every 


| Monday, where the preſence of three capital bur- 


geſſes is neceſſary, and none of the other mem- 


| bers, ace Mr. Clarke, could attend. on ac- 
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count of their diſtance from the borough, where 
they are to aft as magiſtrates. Every ſecond 
year the mayor is non reſident, and then one of 
theſe gentlemen is his deputy. | 55 
| The freemen are 42 in number, 11 only of 
which are inhabitants of Lyme, and of thoſe 11, 
two are land waiters or tide waiters, and two 
others ſerjeants at mace, under the direction of 
the mayor for the time being. The other g1 
are diſperſed from the Tweed to the Land's End, 
and particularly in London, where about one third 
of them reſides; ſo that if a conteſt was poſſible, 
the candidate muſt canvaſs his votes in every 
port of England, and it will be fortunate for him 
if he is not obliged to croſs over to Ireland, to 
folicit the ſuffrage of one of the freemen, who 
has very lately been elected biſhop of Cork. For 
the honour of religion, it is to be hoped, that 
the Reverend Prelate, as he has now a ſeat in the 
Iriſh Houſe of Lords, will not interfere in the 
elections of Engliſh Commoners, eſpecially when 
he conſiders that his only claim to the freedom of 
Lyme, aroſe from the circumſtance of his being 
the Earl of Weſtmoreland's tutor at the Univer- 
firy of Cambridge. 
R:1cuT or ELecTiONn,—In the reign of Queen 
— #> 3 
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Mary, and in moſt of che elections during the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, the returns to parlia- 


ment, were made by the mayor and burgeſles, 
with all the inhabitants and commonalty, which 
was the original conſtitution of all the ancient 
boroughs in the kingdom. After this period, 


the inhabitants at large were deprived of their 
right, and the elections were made by the free 


men and freeholders only ; but theſe two orders 
of men were required to be reſidents. * In the 


reign of Charles I. the freeholders alſo ſeem to. 
- have been excluded, and the repreſentatives ſeem 


to have been choſen by the corporation and free- 
menonly. During the protectorate of Cromwell, 


the inhabitants at large were again reftored to 
their ancient right, but have never been admit- 


ted ſince, ſo that in the general repreſentation they 


have been conſidered, to all intents and purpoſes, e 
as aliens and ſtrangers, unworthy the privileges 


of Engliſhmen. The conteſt then commenced 
between the freemen and freeholders. During 


the arbitrary reigns of Charles the IId. and his 


brother James, the freemen, who being few in 
number, were more ſubjett to controul than their 


more numerous opponents, almoſt invariably pre- 


yailed, as they had always the favour of the court: 
| e But 
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edi reign of our mel dell. | 
verer, king William, whoſe name ought always 

to be dear to Engliſhmen, the freeholders were 
again admitted in conjundtion with the freemen, 

and continued to give their ſuffrages during the 
whole of the reign of Queen Anne, and part of 
that of George the Iſt. The time at length ar- 
rived, when they too were for ever excluded, as 
their brethren, the inhabitants at large, had been 
before; for in the year 1727, the election was 
made by the capital burgeſſes and freemen only; 
but almoſt the whole of theſe were at the time in- 
habitants of the borough. Foreign freemen 
were afterwards introduced; and, as ſoon as the 
Fane family had eſtabliſhed a footing, they began 
to out- number the inhabitant freemen; and as 
the borough was more and more monopolized, 
they became, as we have obſerved before, almoſt 
the wholeconſtituent body of the corporation ; for 
ifthe inhabitants had been ſtill admitted freemen, 
in confiderable numbers, they might not have been 
fo cafily commanded as the relations and depen- 
dems of the noble Earl, who at preſent direQs 
who ſhall be the repreſentatives of what is falſely 
called the Borough of Lyme-Regis, in as abſolute 
4 Ta a manner as the moſt deſpotic 


prince 
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: prince in Aſia nominates the Cas of bis 
1 Divan 

Ancizxr REPRESENTATION=-=WaS as early as 
23 Edward J. FE - 

Dido attic Th: laſt chattes was "qv 
: by William III. by which it is governed by a 
mayor, who 1s a juſtice of peace during his mayor- 
alty and the year following; and in the third year 
he is both juſtice and coroner. Here alſo are 
a recorder, fifteen capital burgeſſes, two of 
| whom are Janice a town clerk, and other oli. 
cers. | E 

 RichT or Sacra Th beview been a 
conteſt, time immemorial, between the corpora- 
tion and the freeholders of the borough, for the 
right of election; on the 21ft of May, 168, it 
was determined to be in the corpotation and free- 
holders. On the 28th of February, 1727, it was 
reſolved to be. in the corporation. The ſame 
queſtion has been twice agitated before com- 
mittees of the houſe of commons, conſtituted 
under the Grenville act. In the firſt of theſe, 
Lionel Darell, eſq. and Henry Harford, eſq. 
were petitioners; when, upon hearing, it was 
determined by a committee of the Houſe of Com- 


W that the right * _ corporation only ; 
es | | and 
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and that the Hon. Henry Fane, and David Ro- 
bert Mitchell, eſq. the fitting members, were duly 
elected. The right of the freeholders was again 
conteſted at a general election, 1784, and tried 
before a ſecond committee, on the 15th of Fe- 
bruary, 1785, when Robert Wood, eſq. and John 
+ Cator, eſq. were petitioners, and the Hon. Hen- 
ry Fane and the Hon. T. Fane were the fitting 
The claims. of each party were the ſame in 
both petitions ; each contending for the right of 
_eleQion in the freeholders of the borough as well 
as the corporators; ſuperadding to both the qua- 
lification of refidents: but in both theſe caſes, 
as in the remarkable one of Poole, the commit. 
tees determined, that an uſage of cighty years ſu- 
perſeded the ancient right, which was proved 
to have been in the freeholders, the ſame as was 
proved to be in the commonalty of Poole. The 
capital burgeſſes make a certain number of free- 
men, reſident or non-refident, who eleQ the mem- 
bers of parliament. Ns 
Numszu or Vorzks—31. 
PaTzon—Earl of Weſtmoreland. 
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WEYMOUTH and MELCOMBE-REGIS. 


PoLiTIcat CH ARACTER.—Theſe boroughs 
vere the property of the famous Bubb Doddington, 
who was afterwards created Lord Melcombe; in 

vhoſe celebrated diary, the hiſtory of theſe places 
form a complete account of the politics of the 

Ne when Sir Robert Walpole, Lord Wilming- 
| Mr. Henry Pelham, Duke of Newcaſtle, 
Dake of Devonſhire, and the late Mr. Pitt, were 
miniſters. Theſe © boroughs then became the 
property of the late Mr. Tucker; from whom 
they deſcended to the late Gabriel Steward, eſq. 
who is lately deceaſed. Being in poſſeſſion of © 
theſe boroughs, he had the lucrative office of pay- 

maſter of marines, which is worth 6000l. a year.” 
This gentleman ſold them to W. tia 18875 
the preſent poſſeſſor, for 63,0001. 

Of the freehold houſes which give the right of 
voting, a conſiderable part are leaſed for lives, 
or for long terms of years, under ſmall reſerved: 
rents. The reverſionary intereſt is granted by 
the proprietor to truſt-holders, for the purpoſe 
oF out-numbering the votes of thoſe who have 


5 freehold 
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freehold property in poſſeſſion, in their own right. - 

This is perhaps the only inſtance amongſt all the 
contradictory rights of election, where votes are 
received and admitted in right of freehold pro- 
| perty, of which the party is not to come into 

actual poſſeſſion till after he expiration of five 
bundred or a thouſand years. 
Ancient ReenestnTATION. Melcombe ſent 
members to parliament in the reign of Edward 
III. which was before Weymouth had the privi- 
lege ; and in the reign of Edward III. it was in fo 
flouriſhing a ſtate, that it was appointed a ſtaple by 
aQtofparliament ; but, for its quarrels with Wey- 
mouth, its privileges, as a port, were in the reign 
of Henry VI. removed to Poole: they were how- 
ever reſtored to them by act of parliament, in the 
time of Elizabeth ; and in the next reign they were 
confirmed, on condition that Melcombe and 
Weymouth ſhould form but one corporation, 
and enjoy their privileges in common. | 
United CorroraTIONS---confiſt of a mayor, 
a recorder, two bailiffs, ſeveral aldermen, the 
number of whom is uncertain ; yet they ſend four 
members to parliament, as if they were diſtin 
corporations. In Melcombe there is a good mar- 
|ket-place and town-hall, where the members of 
the 
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the corporation, refiding i in Weymouth, come to 
attend on public buſineſs. 

RicuT or ELEcTION.—There has been no re- 
ſolution of the houſe as to the expreſs right ; 
but, upon the trial of a conteſted election in 1730, 
the counſel on both ſides agreed to the following 
ſtatement of the right being © in the mayor, 
_« aldermen and capital burgeſſes, inhabiting in 
« the borough, and in perſons ſeiſed in freeholds 
« within the borough, and not receiving alms.“ 
Nun ER or Vor ERS. The numbers have been 
as low as 200, and as high as 600; but as they 
are now the property of an individual, their di- 
_ viſion is entirely at his pleaſure. 

RerurninG Orricer—the mayor. 
_ Patron=-- William Pulteney, eſq. 

In the peniion-lift that was publiſhed in the 
reign of Charles II. is inſerted * en 
paragraph: 

1 Weymonth.—Sir Winſten Churchil, now one : 
A of the clerks of the green- cloth, proffered his 
© own daughter to the Duke of York, and has 
© got in boon CG. 10,000:- has publiſhed a print, 
» that the king may raiſe n without parlia- 

10 e | 
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BRI DPORT. 


The corporation, and ſome of the 8 


who poſſeſs the right of election in this borough, 


are in a great degree independent, but even here, 
corruption has too frequently prevailed. For 


poſed of men of reſpeRQability, whoſe ſuffrages 
have been never known to be influenced, yet 
the other part, compoſed of the inferior houſe- 
keepers, always expect to receive a douceur at 


every election. The gentlemen who are retur- 


ned, are obliged to ſpend fifteen hundred or two 
thouſand pounds each, in entertainments, and in 
giving fome teſtimony of their gratitude to the 
_ needy dleftors. On ſome occaſions the gratuity 


has amounted Oe aa | 


twenty to each voter. 


The memory of the late Mr. . Who was 


patron of this borough, and member for the 
county, is held in high eſteem amongſt the elec- 


tors, for though he did not ſucceed at one elec- 


tion, in getting his friend returned, he was equally 


liberal in rewarding the poor voters, whoſe fa- 
vors he had courted, as he had been upon more 
fortunate 


though about one half of the electors are com- 
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row cine Mr., Charles Stur, his 


ſon, has ſtill a partial influence in the borough, 
and may. by a little exertion. recover the whole. 
In the reign of Edward the Confſeſſor, this town 


conilbot. 120 houſes ; but 20 of theſe were 
inous in the reign, of. William the».Conqueror. . 
Leland aur was, in his time, a very large town, 


* and that its chief ſtreet lay from eaſt to weſt; and 


was croſſed by another handſome ſtreet. Brid- 
port was made a borough by Henry III. and by 
its charter was leaſed to the inhabitants in fer- 
farm, for a ſmall quit-rent in the exchequer, 
colledted by the om AY e e 


at Michaelmas. 855 a 


- ANCIENT 1 —This town ſent 


- 


members 23 Bdrard ftr bs engein 


CorPoRaTIon.—It was nid; by 
Henry VIII. and afterwards by Elizabeth. By 


a charter of James I. two bailiffs were to be cho- 


ſen annually by the capital burgeſſes, who 


vere to be fifteen in number, including the two 
bailiffs; and the corporation was impowered to 
chooſe a recorder and town-clerk, who, with the 


bailiffs in office, and the two preceding bailiffs, 


f were to he juſtices of the peace. By this charter, 


the corporation were n to build a priſon, o 


Vor. I. ** 5 have 


St 
| 
3 
met 
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15 
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have « common ſeal, and to hold lands and tene- 
ments. The- bailiffs were to have all fines; to 
n . ee xp 
Krone or Etzcrton.—April 3, 1628. Re- 
e That the commonalty in general 
ef the borough of Bridport, in cm. Dor= 
. er eee LE 
* burgeſfſes for parliament.” 
2 a void Pang in re- 
ſpelt of the want of warning to the com- 
* monalty” SES 1 6 e e. 
May g, 2715. Reſolved That it is in all the 

inhabitants not receiving alms.  / 
May 7, 1715.—On the further hearing the 
merits of the election for the wege ag 
port, in the county of Dort. 
eee That the petitioner bis was 
to give evidence in relation to the par- 
* tiality of the bailiff in the late election 
r eee eee 
* borough of Bridport.” | 
Me. Arthur Pain being called, 
The petitioner's council objected againſt his 
being examined, for that he had been charged 
by the petitioner's evidence with having (as agent 
| 4 for 


A. 


— 
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| far Mr. Strangeways) diftributed money and 
corn to voters. 

And the queſtion being put, that the counſel 
for the fitting member be admitted to examine 
Arthur Paine, touching William Pierce being of 
full age, at the time of the . for the | 
borough of Bridport ; 25 M 

It was paſſed in the negative. 11 
The counſel for the ſitting wind examined 

ſeveral witneſſes, in. relation to wheat given by 
the family of Strangeways, whether the ſame was 
an, uſual charity as they inſiſted, or. bribery, as 
the petitioner's'counſel infiſted? - 
And John Tucker being called, &c, _ 
And the queſtion being put, that Tycker ha- 
ving been concerned in the diftributing of wheat 
to the inhabitants of Bridport, before Chriſtmas 
laſt, be admitted to be examined ae, 
in this cauſe ; . % 

It paſſed in the negarive. e | 

' March 2, 1762. Reſolved —** that abt i 
e commonalty in general, extend oY to inha- 
e hjtants paying ſcot and lot. | 
70 Wet or VoTER&—are about has, 
E ReruaninG C Orriezra—the bailiffs.. 


= "> nn Sturt, eſq. one member. 
02 | SHAFTES- , 


19%  2unarrusn ray. 


% 


mn. 


' This boreugh conſiſts 1 
houſes, two hundred of which are the property 
of Hans Wintrop Mortimer, eſq. ſixty belong to 
Mr. Bryant, Clerk of the papers at the King's 
Bench Priſon ; thirty to Paul Benfield, eſq. and 

about one hundred are divided amongſt indi- 

viduals in the town. This borough has diſ- 
| played the ſyſtem of corruption in high colouring, 
not that we believe it more guilty of bribery and 
illicit practices, than every other borough in the 
kingdom, but that it has been leſs cautious ik 
carrying thoſe meaſures into execution. 5 
The hiſtory of Punch, which we ſhall report at 
large from the Journals of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and the ſcenes of perjury and corruption 
which it developes, are but innocent levities 
when ſet in oppoſition to the enormities which 
prevailed at the laſt eleQion. = 

Mr. Mortimer, who owns tine 
borough, has, for the laſt twenty years, been con- 
 fidered as its Patron, and had of courſe the 
common application from the Treaſury for the 

E 3 purchaſe 


% 
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: petit of the borough previous to the laſt 
election, but not accepting the terms which were 
offered him, two miniſterial candidate; were ſent 
down to oppoſe his intereſt, and Mr. Whitaker, 
the late Recorder, who is an attorney in Shafreſ- 
bury, and had hitherto acted as Mr. Mortimer's 
agent, was prevailed on to undertake the manage- 
ment of the oppoſition 10 phe intereſt. oh; his. late 
empor: De N 
Mr. Mortimer ne Ain n a Mr. 
Bryant, and oppoſed this miniſterial nomination; 
but when the election came on, he had the mor- 
tification of ſeeing moſt of his tenants had beeu 
perſuaded by Mr. Whitaker to vote againſt. him. 
At the cloſe of the poll the e were, for 


Charles Duncombe, wa 924 
William Grant, elq. 0 wo: 224 
H. W. Mortimer, eſq.. vet 67 


William Bryant, eſy. 1 < "TE + : 
"Mx Whitaker, in reward for the ſerviced he 
rendered government upon this occaſion, was, 
very ſoon aſter the election, appointed Receiver- 5 
General of the Stamp- duties for the county of 
Dorſet, a place worth C600 per annum. | 

CoryoRarION—confiſts of a mayor, twelve 
aldermen; by charter of Elizabeth, and confirmed 


by James I. and Charles II. a | 
0 4 Rlanr 
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Rrenr 6r HRrerton.— Feb. 29, 169;. Ne. 
Fe That the right of eletting mem- 
* bers to ferve in parliament for the bo- 
rough of Shafteſbury, is not only in the 
* mayor and RENT of the ſaid bo. 
© rough.” 
I. Refolved— That the right of electing 
* members to ſerve in parliament for the 
„ ſaid borough of Shafteſbury, is only in 
eee AN 
n 


WITNESSES, 
| 4pril 28, 1915.—At the further hearing of the 
merits of the eleſtion for the borough of Shafteſ- 
bury, the counſel for the petitioners proceeded 
to give evidence, touching the corruping of votes 
for the ſiting members, and alſo touching ſuch 
perſons as had a right to yote, but were retyled 
to be admitted for the petitioners. 

Aſter which, the fitting members 3 pro- 5 
ceeded to call witneſſes to juſtify the voters ob- 
jefted againſt by the petitioners counſel. 
And Edward Grimſtead, ſen. being called in to 


prove the qualification of Richard Hayter, who 
bad 


— a- 
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bad Sib objefted againſt by the petitioners 
counſel to vote at the ſaid eleQion; 

And the petitioners counſel objefting againſt 
his being examined as a witneſs, in regard that 
the ſaid Eduard Grimftead was Charged by th 
petitioners evidence with having endeavoured to 
corrupt ſome perſons to vote for "WE _ 
members; TP 

Ned That che counſel for the fitting 

« members be admitted to examine Edward | 

. &. Grimflead, ſen. as to Richard Hayter s being 

qualified to vote at the laſt election of 
1 « members to ſerve in parliament for the 

| 0 borough of Shafteſbury. 

Robert Brickle being called to prove the quali- 

Baabe of 5 Buckland, who had been ob- 
| jected againſt by the petitioners counſel, in regard 
that he had been charged by the petiotiners 
evidence with having endea voured to ſuborn a 
perſon to give falſe evidence to this houſe; 
And a motion. being made, and the queſtion 
being put, that the counſel for the fitting mem 
bers be permitted to axamine Reber} Brickle a as 
to Abraham. Bucklang's being e to vote in 
the late eleQon ; 5 e ee 

It paſſed i in the negative. 8 PL 8 | 
A 904 | 4A CASE 
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A CASE OF BRIBERY. 
Ai the general election, 1774, the late Sir 
Thomas Rumbold, bart. and the preſent. Sir 
Francis Sykes, bart. being returned to repreſent 
this borough in parliament, a petition was pre- 
ſemed by Hans Wintrop Mortimer, eſg. com- 
plaining that the two fitting members, by them- 
ſelves and their agents, had been guilty of many 
groſs and notorious acts of bribery and corrup- 
gion, and that the returning officer had admitted 
perſons not duly qualified to vote for che fitting 
members, and had rejefted the legal votes of 
others who had tendered them for the peti- 


f EVIDENCE WAS GIVEN. 


| That money, to the amount of ſeveral cb 
pounds had been given among che voters, in ſums 
of twenty guincas a maß; and the perfons who 
were intruſted with the diſburſement "of this 
money, and who were chrefly the magiſtrates of the 
town, * very fingular — very abſurd con- 


trivances, 
» © 


* 
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Aten in hopes ol Being thus able to conceal © 
through what channel it was conveyed to the 
electors. A perſon concealed under a ludi- 
crous and fantaſtical diſguiſe, and ca led by 
the name of Punch, was placed in a ſmall apart- 
ment, and through a hole in the door delivered | 
out to the voters parcels,” containiug twenty 
guineas each: upon which they were conducted 
to another apartment in the ſame houſe, where 
they found a perſon called Punch*s ſecretary, who 
required them to ſign nates for the value re- 
ceived: theſe notes were made payable to an 
imaginary character, to whom was given the 
name of Glenbucke!. Two of the witneſſes ſwore 
that they had ſeen Punch through the hole in the 
door, and that they knew him to be Mr. Mat- 
thews, an alderman of the town, and, as the 
counſel for the petitioner bad endeavoured to 
prove, an agent for the ſitting members. > 
| The counſel for the ſitting members. propoſed 
to call Matthews himſelf to prove an alibi; but 
the committee reſolved not to admit the' evi- 
gence, + 3 | 
On ihe part of the 1 petitioner, ſeveral withelles 
were called to prove declarations of voters, who, 
; 0 4 | at 
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The whate of het evidunce.map be.ſeen-im rhe 
report, as it was printed far the: uſe of the houſe. 

On Tecſday the 25th of April, 1575, the com- 
minee, by their chairman (Sir Geo. Yonge, bart.) 


Second, That Hee Winthrop Mortimer, eſq. the 
petitioner, was duly elected, e to have 
deen returned. | 
Sir George Yonge allo a 3 the 
 commintee, that they had come to ſeveral reſo- 
lutions, which they bad dircQed him to re- 
port to the houſe; and he accordingly read the 
report in his place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at che table, where the ſame was read.” The 
_ refolutions of the committee were as follow; _ 
Refolved, That it appears to this committee, 

members to ſerve in this preſent parliay 

— 8 

* county of Dorſet”. - G 
| Rod" That is the opinion of this com- 


« mittee,” 
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En} . mittee, that 8 Sid nnz wk cor- 
eruption require the moſt ſerious . 
_« deration of parliament.” + 2 

S8 
| l Thurſday the 4th of May; and an order 
made, that the ſpeaker ſhould not iſſue his war- 
rant e the 3 __ after 
that dap. * 

On the 4th of May ſeveral p . 7 
of the evidence taken before the committee Being. 
read, both of the reſolutions of the commit- 
tee were unanimouſly agreed to by the houſe; 
and it was ordered, that the ſpeaker ſhould not 
iſſue his warrant for a new writ until the hoſe. 

: had proceeded to take the minutes of the exami- 8 
nation before che committee into furthur conſi- 
deration. Then N HEINE . reſo- 
Jutions > ES! So EAA 

* "Refoboed, That it NE NOUN oute that 
4 it is too late to proceed: to take the ſaid 
e minutes into further conſideration in this 

 * ſeffions of parliament.” · | 
"RP "whanawen/y,* That it will be highly 
dient that the houſe do proceed to 
„* * take the kame into Conſideration as early 


[3x2 N 5 
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* az poſſible in the nexe ſeſſion of Per- 
* lament.” 
And it wwas ordered, = That icbe an infireRticn 
* to the gentlemen who arc appointed to 
| © prepare and bring in a bill to explain and 
* amend an a& made in the 10th year of 
* the reign of his preſent majeſty, entitled, 
* An act to enable the ſpeaker of the houſe 
« of commons to iſſue his warrants. to make 
* out new writs for the choice of mcmbers 
| * to ſerve in parliament, in the room of 
© ſuch members as ſhall die * the 
* receſs of parliament,” 
* That they do make rie in the faid | 
_ * bill, that no writ be iſſued for the borough 
of Shafteſbury by virtue of the ſaid act 
during the next receſs of parliament. 
That very day leave had been given to bring 
in a bill, which was afterwards paſſed into an 
3 2 . 
vided 
That, if a vacancy happen for Shafteſbury 
during the receſs, the ſpeaker ſhall not be 
enabled to iſſue a new writ; © becauſe that 
might tend to defeat thoſe meaſuxes which 
9 take in conſequence 
PE Wd 


0 
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ok the 41d notorious: bribery and cor- 

0 <-ruption.”, 528 

On the 2d of N ovember polling which was 
the 8th day of the enſuing ſeſſion, all the reſo- 
lutions of the houſe. relative to this cauſe were 
read. The houſe then came to 4 reſolution, 
that they would, on the iſt of February, 1776, 
take the minutes of the examination' before the 
committee into conſideration. 

At the ſame time orders were made ſeverally, 
that thirteen perſons therein named 3 attend 
We houſe on that dax / » 

And the following order was mike, « that Mr. 
M0 orgs do not iſſue his warrant for the making | 

out à new writ befo _ ft e of F FOE 85 
by 1 e 
The above ende was lber unde PER | 

for taking the ſame into eee on 125 8985 
of the ſame month. ee 5 

And a ſimilar order was made for the atten. 
dance of the witneſſes on that day. | 

- After a great debate, on the appointet- day, 
« the houſe proceeded to take into conſideration 
ee the minutes of _ hen me nh It was 
then, 3 gs ? Eby 3» 

_ Refotwed, nemine — 8 wy That it. ap- 

* pears 


— 
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* pears to this houſe, by the minutes of the 
* ſele& committee appointed to try the 
merit of the election of members to ſerve 
* in parliament for the borough of Shaftes-. 
« bury, and which have been laid before 
* torious ſubornation of perjury praQtiſed, 
© and the moſt corrupt and wilful perjury 
committed, at the laſt election for members 
2 the bowngh of 
* © Shafteſbury.” 9 85 
A motion was made; and the a wi 
propoſed, * That it appears to this houſe, from 
* the ſaid minutes, that Francis Sykes, e/q. was a 
principal promoter and ſuborner of the ſaid 
* corrupt and wil ful perjury: 
amn eden 
put, © That the further conſideration of thè ſaid 
minutes be adjourned until this day fortnight, 
the 28th day of this inſtant February; 
It paſſed in the negative. | 
Dykived, — houſe, from 
the faid minutes, that Frunris Sykes, e/q. 
«* was a principal promoter and: fuborner of 
* the faid corrupt and wilful perjury.” * 
0 m net from 


« the 


: 5 Ar r SSN v. 20% 


— minut. lat Thovias Rembold, efq. 
Hein NOT eee promoter and ſuborner of 
186 the ſaid corrupt and wilfub perjury.” _ 
| The ſame reſolutions 2 OY e 
Naben Morel, Willien Poe, and Thomas 


| Ordered, «Thar the — forth . 


* vet proſecute the ſaid Francis Sykes, 
„Thomas Rumbold, John Good, William 
ale <a William Armſtrong, Matthew 
- 1<;Merefidd; William Pope, and Elbows 
e beads 

_ Ordered; That leave be given to bring in a 
bill to disfranchiſe and incapacitate certain 
e perſons, therein to be mentioned, from 


Re voting in elections of members to ſerve in 


62-12 © parliament, and for preventing bribery 


© to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 


_ « Shafteſbury, in the county of Dorſet; and : 


* that Sir George Yonge, Mr. Hungerford, 


Ap % Mr: W. Drake, jun. Mr. Daſhwood, Mr. 


Anneſley, Sir George Robinſon, Mr. Geo: 
* V. Vernon, Mr. Abel Smith, Mr. Aſheton 


ce n Mr. Sutton, Mr. Holt, Sir Geo. 
« Duntze, 


V and corruption in the election of members 


e 


ky. 
6 

| 0 

not 


d Guern- 
. Richard Worſley, oy | 
mo Clive, Mr. D. "=" 
* ſep, Mir. —_ — 
Ge Gong Top pt 
Feb. 21, 1776. 155 ax nee 
TW 31 March: 
rr dm RY to be printed, 
2.—.—.— 5 for the ſecon 
to in the mean time of theonder 2 
e ck ps ve the hee of 
petition of Thomas Rum-- 
— A 
bold, 8 _ » to the houſe, 
_ nk fry il nk men. 
EE on : - 
== the. ſaid affenc | 
® the — 
- ad Sion 
F * in the * by 
After 
being it paſſed 
Put, 
inn 142. 


. A motion 
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Awad was 118 made; and the queſtion 
bind put, ** That the petition of Thomas Rum- 
bold be referred to the committee to enquire 
* into facts, and report the ſame, with Ow 

opinion thereupon, to the houſe * 
This likewiſe paſſed in the negative, "7 143 

againſt 1 8 | 
A fimilar petition from Mr. Sykes ſhared the 
fame fate, without a diviſion. : 

March 1. A petition of one Charles Pinhorn, | 
of the borough of Shafteſbury, was preſented, 
ſetting forth, that he was declared, by the bill of 
incapacitation then depending, to be difabled 
from voting at any election for members to ſerve | 
in parliament, and alledging that, in the report 
from the committee, he was not charged with 
bribery, or attempting any perſons whatſoever. 
He prayed therefore thac he might be heard by 
his counſel againſt that part of the bill reſpecting 
The ſame day was preſented another petition 
of certain perſons, on behalf of themſelves, ob- 

ſerving, that- they were difabled, by the bill, from 
ever voting for members; that they conceived 

chem ſelves to be thereby greatly * and 
8 Journals. | 
88 von. 7 „„ prajingg | 
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praying that they might be heard i | 
againſt che bill, and that it might not paſs into a 


law. 


that then the petitioners, if they ſhould think 
proper, might be heard by their counſel againſt 
it. 8 | 


Aſter ſeveral adjournments of the queſtion, 
the houſe refolved itſelf into a committee on the 


after ſome time ſpent therein, the ſpeaker re- 
famed the chair, and Mr. Vernon reported, 


__® That they eee, eee and 


* had made ſome progreſs,” 

Aker ſome adjouraments, the houſe again re- 
folved itſelf into a committee, on Friday the 34 
of May, to conſider of the ſaid bill. 


And the houſe continuing, in this manner, to | 


adjourn to the 8th of the ſame inſtant, and after 


the proceedings of that day, relative to the bo- 


rough of Hindon, the order of the houſe, to pro- 


ceed on the incapacitation bill r ee 


was ordered to be diſcharged. 


As ſoon as the order for further proceeding | 


4 | wag 


| It wav ordered, thattheſepetitions ſhould be on 
the table until the ſecond reading of the bill ; and 


the bill on the 18th of March following, the Hon: 
George Venables Vernon being chairman; and 


| . . "Wt 


was diſcharged, it was reſolved, as:in the: cas of 


Hindon, That the ſpeaker ſhould iſſue his warrants 
for new writs to ſupp'y the vacancies for both Places. | 
A ſecond petition being preſented from Mr. 

Rumbold, in the fame terms as the firſt, and a 
ſimilar one from Mr. Sykes, the oraers for n = 
ting them was diſcharoed. | 
And the orders for proſeeuting Good, Bennet, 
Armſtrong, Merrefield, Pope, _ Hannam, 
were alfo diſcharged. _ 
While theſe proceedings were depending in the 
Houſe of Commons, Mr. Mortimer, who had 
been determined to be duly elected, brought 
actions againſt Mr. Sykes on the ſtat. 2 George 
II. e. 24, for 26 atis of bribery, charged to have 
been committed previous to the election. The 
cauſes were tried at the aſſizes at Dorcheſter, on : 
the 27th of July, 1776, before Sir James Eyre; | 
and the plaintiff had a verditt for 22 penalties, | 


amounting to, 11,000. 
Mr. Paul Benfield 1 is now chofen 8 of . 


this borough, upon the reſignation of Mr. Whitas 
ker, and member in the room of Mr. Grant, and 
by uniting the lead of the corporation, his pro- 

perty in the borough, and a mortgage upon that 
of Mr. Mortimer, i is now become the Patron. 
P 2 5 NuMBER 
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None or Vorins—2g8. 
Reruaninc Orricex—the mayor. 

Paro Faul Benfield, eſq. 


Portrieat Craracttr —The honour of re- 
preſenting this borough, which conſiſts of not 
more than 120 houſes, was for a long time 
comeſted between the Pitt family and Mr. Drax, 
of Charborough, the former of whom were pa- 

trons of the living, and poſſeſſed of a conſiderable 
Part of the freeholds, the latter was lord of the 
manor. Here the modern ſyſtem of ſham con- 
veyances was praftiſed in its fulleſt extent. 
Houſes were divided into many tenements, and 
the whole market place parcelled out in different 
allotments, fo that the votes were multiplied 
without number. On one occaſion the conteſt 
was fo very violent, that all the ſtamps in the 
county, were conſumed in the mock transfers of 
property, of which a ſpaee of ground, ſcarcely 
affording room for a grave, was frequently the 
ſubjeR, and a ſupply was neceſſary to be ſent for 
from the metropolis. The expenſe of contention 
inercaſed with the votes, ſo that the fortunes of 
EE: . bot h 


WAREHAM. = = 


both parties appearedi in danger. At length, for 
the purpoſe of putting an end to ruinous litiga 
tions, the two. contending parties, either by ex- 
preſs agreement, or from an accidental concur- 
rence of circumſtances, parted with the whole of 
their voting property to one perſon. Mr. Cal- 
craft, the late army agent, an account of whoſe 
life is given inthe Memoirs of Miſs Bellamy, was 
the fortunate | purchaſer, who has tranſmitted 
his intereſt to his ſon. The inhabitants, like ſo 
many Ruffian peaſants, have quietly ſubmitted to 
the transfer, being incapable of breaking the fet- 
ters with which: A rie wanne bas . 2 
them, 115 | 555 
ANCIENT Haddad eron ee re- 
turned members to parliament, 30, 333 and 38 
Edward I. and 5 and 7 Edward II. but it made 
no other return until 2 Edward III. 
CoxponATTON.— The preſent charter, which 
was granted by Queen Anne, places the town 
under the government of a mayor, a recorder, 
fix capital burgeſſes, and twelve aſſiſtants. By 
virtue of this eſtabliſhmeat, the mayor, recorder, 
and preceding mayor, are conſtituted juſtices of 
the peace; and the two firſt being of the quorum, 


| we ne to hold their own ſeſſions. 
P 1 2 The 
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ag as ſap, that Warcham 'roſe 
| » 
The inhabitants ſay 
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now a villag | ck, 
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fide of the 
other 
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hin 
be the oſt ancient boroug 

to 

and is reputed 


hes 
no leſs than * 5 
t hadonce | 

which are 


108.—Fen. 15, 1661, Reſolved, 
Ertzcr 
Rronror 


« That the right 
1747- Reſolved, 
- Fan. 29, 


boraugh 
right of election for the fee; is in 
* hat the ee eee 
* of e ee : | 
— who pay ſcot a 


EW. reham, in 
election for the borough « hs mayor 
*of is only in 1 | 
the county 
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Nouskn or Vorens——120 nominally, baun 


only one. 
- RETURNING Orxicer—the. mayor. 


eee ue 8 
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| PbrTTTeAI easiebt reeht con- 
ſiſting of about 30 thatched cottages, is the jbint 
property of Henry Banks, eſq. of Kinſton Hall, 
and John Bond, eſq. of the Grange, both i in the 
county of Dorſet. Mr. Caleraft, the Proprietor 
of Wareham, had ſome part of this borough, | 
which he exchanged with Mr. Banks for 4n equal 5 
number ol freetiolds i in ond 6h Borough! of 
Warcham. k > TS 75 23 
When this town was made a mo ihititeer; 
tain ; dut we learn from hiffory, tharit had very 
great privileges; forthoſe who had been mayots 
were called barons. Ar preſent, the mayor for 
the time being, and of the preceding year, ars 
juſtices of the peace: 27919345 arent cot 
It never ſent members to parliament before 
14 Elizabeth, who granted it this priviſege' by 
charter. = 
Conpeta vents; e oh was incorpo- 
rated as above, by Elizabeth, who eauſed it to 
P 4 Oh be 
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be governed by a mayor, and cightburgefſes, called 

Rionr or ETZCTToY— April 6, 1669, ap- 
peared to be in leſſors for years, paying ſcot and 
lot, and alſo in ſuch perſons as had the freehold : 

in reverſion upon ſuch leaſes for years. 

Marci a, 19750, appeared to be in ſuch perſons 
as have an eſtate of inheritance, or a leaſe for 
years, determinable upon iet lives, paying ſcot 

| Fon. 21, 1718, —_ in eh 338 
as are ſeiſed in fee, in poſſeſſion or reverſion of 
any meſſuage, tenement, or corporeal heredita- 
ment, in the borough; and in ſuch perſons as 
are tenants for life or lives; and for want of ſuch 
freehold in tenants for years determinable upon 
ae oe five paying Eot and fot, ang in them and 
in no others. 

Nonna or vnn reſident, een 5 

ReruaninG — mayor.” £7 

.N— Brake r and Ib 
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POE POOLE: 
Potrivas min erbse patronage * 
r with the aſſiſtance of one or two 
jeading men in the corporation, have generally 
contrived to rank this town amongſt what are 
termed treaſury-boroughs : but the queſtion of 
right is not finally ' ſettled; for the inhabitant 
' houſeholders, claiming under the authority of 
ancient right, and the confirmation of'charters 
poſſeſſed, have ' oppoſed an uſage which has 
been exerciſed by the burgeſſes for eighty years. 
The queſtion of right, therefore, remains to be 
decided on a petition now before the bouſe, and 
_ which is . Fon to be agp on the 3d of May 
next. es oppor Loh ane ene 
Aci RrxksENTATION. This town ac 
cording to Leland, was a poor village inhabited 
by fiſhermen, and a hamlet or member of the 
pariſh-church of Canford ; but within memory 
it has increaſed i in handſome buildings, and be- # 
come a place of good trade. The inereaſe of 
this town is owing to the detay'of Wareham, 
which loſt its harbour for wantof depth of vater: 
| | in 


ed 


in conſequence of which, the ſhips 2 to 
Poole, and thus have rendered it, by degrees, 
one of the moſt conſiderable ports in the weſt of 
England; and ſeveral of its merchants have re- 
preſented it in parliament, This town ſent mem 
bers fo-carly as Edward III. and by a charter of 
Elizabeth it was made a county of itſelf, with 
the privilege of a ſheriff, keeping a court to de- 
termine all cauſes, both civil and criminal, with 
feveral other immunities ; fuch as the right of 
trying malefaftors in its own juriſdiction, by a 
commiſſion from the crown, which ſaves the 
expence of entertaining the judges on the cir- 
— ConroratioN.—This borough is governed by 
© mayor, a recorder, aldermen, a ſheriff, a co- 

_ roner, a town-clerk, and an indefinite number 
blk burgelſes. The mayor, who is admiral within 
the liberty, is choſen from among the burgeſſes: 
aſter be has paſſed the chair, he is always an 
alderman; and the firſt year of his mayoralty, be 
is ſenior bailiff, and a juſtice of the peace. From 
among the aldermen are annually choſen three 
juſtices, the mayor and recorder being of the 
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{ (genes muſt de mate by the mayor, four alder- 
men and twenty-four burgeſſe. | 
| RrenrTor ELxcroin.—Poole was olf Aled of 
the ineſtimable privilege of chooſing their mem- 
bers by the commonally or inhabitants at large, 
in conſequence of the charter granted by Eli- 
zabeth. Poole enjoyed the privilege before by 
immemorial uſuage; but by the intrigues and 
contrivance of the ſele& part of che corporation, 
5 confiſting of about one hundred reſident and non- 
reſident burgeſſes, the right has been wreſted 
from the inhabitants, and aſſumed exclufively by 
te former. It is therefore e erg 
che burgeſſes and inhabitants. „ 
The queſtion of right has been four ds. 
_ tated in the Houſe of Commons: firſt upon the 
petition of Thomas Chaffin, eſq. againſt Sir Na- 
thaniel Napper, who had been returned by the 
mayor, aldermen; and hurgeſſes; which was de- 
termined the gth of February, 1688-9, when the 
committee reported o the houſe WP their chair- | 
man, | = 
That the matter in 1 was, „ Wbecher 
. wah right of election he in the mayor and bur- 
* geſſes oni, or in the mayor, burge ſſes, and 
N who pay ſtand lot. 


_ 
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in conſequence of which, the ſhips reſorted to 
Poole, and thus have rendered it, by degrees, 
one of the moſt conſiderable ports in the weſt of 
England; and ſeveral of its merchants have re- 
preſented it in parliament. This town ſent mem 
bers ſo early as Edward III. and by a charter of 
Elizabeth it was made a county of itſelf, with 
the privilege of a ſheriff, keeping a court to de- 
termine all cauſes, both civil and criminal, with 
ſeveral other immunities; ſuch as the righz of 
trying malefaQtors in its own juriſdiction, by a 
commiſſion from the crown, which ſaves the 
 Enpence 42 2 on the cir- 
cuit. 

| ConronarioNn.—This borough is . by | 
a mayor, a recorder, aldermen, a ſheriff, a co- 
roner, a town-clerk, and an indefinite number 
of burgeſſes. The mayor, who is admiral within 
the liberty, is choſen from among the burgeſſes: 
aſter be has paſſed the chair, he is always an 
alderman; and the firſt year of his mayoralty, he 
is ſenior bailift, and a juſtice of the peace. From 
among the aldermen are annually choſen three 
juſtices, the mayor and recorder being of the 


2 — ide ele dion of the freemen or bur- 
gelles 
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7 — muſt de made by the mayor, four alder- 
men and twenty-four burgeſſe. 
' RrenrT or ELxcroin.—Poole was poll led of 
the ineſtimable privilege of chooſing their mem- 
bers by the commonally or inhabitants at large, 
in conſequence of the charter granted by Eli- 
zabeth. Poole enjoyed the privilege before by 
immemorial ufuage; but by the intrigues and 
contri vance of the ſele& part of the corporation, 
cCionſiſting of about one hundred reſident and non- 
reſident burgeſſes, the right has been wreſted 
from the inhabitants, and aſſumed exclufively by 
| the former. It is therefore eee Vive 
| the hurgeſſes and inhabitants. 
The queſtion of right has 1 
tated in the Houſe of Commons: firſt upon the 
petition of Thomas Chaffin, eſq. againſt Sir Na- 
thaniel Napper, who had been returhed by the 
mayor, aldermen; and hurgeſſes; which was de- 
termined the gth of February, 1688-9, when the 
committee reported to the houſe 1 their chair- 
man, 5 
That the matter in 8 was, ./ Whether 
* eee of election he in the mayor and bur. 
* goſſes only, or in che mayor, burgeſſes, and 
* gommonalty, who: pay ſcot and lot. | 


_ 
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And that thereupon the committee had agreed. 
to two reſolves. 


x&, ® That it is the opinion of the . 
* That the right of election of burgeſſes 
to ſerve in this preſent convention for 
* the town and county of Poole, is in the 
* mayor, burgeſſes, and commmalty of the ſaid 

nnn and county, who pay ſcot and lot, 
ad, * That itis the opinion of this committee, 

That Thomas Chaffin, eſq. is duly elected 

* a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent canven- 

. * tion forthe town and county of Poole.“ 

A debate ariſing in the houſe thereupon; the 

queſtion being put, „That this houſe do agree 

ich the committee, that Thomas Chaffin, eſq. is 

* duly eletded to ſerve in this preſent convention 

_ * for the town and county of Poole; i 

nene, ˙ A 

Need, * That Sir Nathaniel Napper, bart. 

* 25 duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this 

— SARI | 

* of Poole.” | 

Here was a poſitive reſolution of the com- 
mitte, as to the right of the commonaliy who pay 

cot and lot, negatived by the houſe ; and the ex- 
dufive right ofthe mayor and burgeſſes, only im- 

| ' plied 


— 
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15 plied by the houſe ſeating: Sir Nathaniel Napper. | 
This was not uncommon, previous to the exiſtence 


of the Grenville act. The inconſiſtent and con- 
tradictory deciſions of the houſe, and which the 


ſtatute of 2 George II. vas enacted in vain to 
prevent, were the cauſe of eſtabliſhing the preſent 


mode of trying controverted elections. 
The inhabitants of Poole thought this n new 


: judicames a proper tribunal for vindicating and 


aſcertaining their loſt right: and we accordingly 
find them embrace the firſt NORTE of ap- 
pealing to its juſtice. 8 

At the general election in 1774, Sir Eyre 
Coote; and Joſhua Mauger, eſq. were returned to 
parliament by the mayor and burgeſſes; but the 
inhabitants having tendered their votes at the 


poll for the right hon. Charles James Fox and 


John Williams, eſq. and theſe being rejected by | 


the ſheriff, they petitioned the 1 25 9 ne | 15 
return of the former. 


This petition came to be heard on the 24th of 
March, 1775, before a a committee conſtituted | 


under the Grenville act; when the counſel for the 


petitioners contended that, by the general rule 


of law, where there is no original charter, and 
no preſcriptive uſage to mw contrary, the right of 
election 
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eleftion ig te inhabitant houſcho/ders; that this 

rule is recogniſcd in a vari-ty of caſes, in Glan- 
_ ville's book ; particularly in thoſe of Cirenceſter, 
p. 107, and Pomfret, p. 142, and in Whitlock's 
Commentary, vol. i, p. 500. In the caſe of 
Cirenceſter, the entry in the journals is in theſe 
A | 

That where there is no cuſtom nor charter 
* for election, there the inhabitant n 
= ought to make the election.“ 

That the ancient and proper ſenſe of the word 

burgenſes or © burgeſſes,” is © the inhabi- 
© tamts of a borough,” is proved by the following 
authorities :—Spelman's Gloſſary, title, © bur- 
« genles;” Whidock's Commentary, vol. i, 
* 800 vol. ii, p. 95; Madox's Firma Burgi, | 
Þ- 2, No. 111. And that the houſe has fo under- 
Rood the word, both in ancient charters and in 
returns, appears from the caſe of Abingdon, 23 
May, — nnn | 
n May, 1690. 

From all che ancient charters granted to be | 
corporation of Poole, it appears, that, down to 
that of the roth of Elizabeth, © burgenſes” in 
— _thok charters means © inhabitants.” 


The ancient returns to parliament from this 
town 
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town until that period, are all in the name of 
the mayor and burgenſes. 
A complete body of evidence was u adduced in 
ſupport of this caſe, and to prove the claim of 
the inhabitants, as part of the corporation, ta 
turn out cattle, and cut turf on Carford heath, 
in right of their original charter, granted * | 
COR earl of Sarum. | 

A ſimilar claim, under a ſecond chaſe gran- 

_ by William de Montacute, earl of Saliſbury, 
10th of June, 1371; and a third, granted by 
Thomas de Montacute, earl of Saliſbury, dated 
the 8th of February, 1411, AY the two 


preceding ones. - 
Alſo a royal grant of Heniry VI. in the cleventh 


year of his reign, to the mayor and burgeſſes of 


Poole, that Poole ſhall be a free port, &c. | 
A fifth, dated the 1ſt of july, 31ſt of the ſame 
king, 1454, grants to the mayor, burgeſſes, and 
inhabitants, a weekly market, and two annual 
fairs ;—the two laſt by authority of parliament. 
A ſixth, dated 20 January, 1460, 1 Edu. IV. 
A ſeventh, dated 20 June, 3 Henry VIII. 
An eighth, dated 12 Henry „„ 
A ninth, dated 4 September, 18 Hen. VIII. 


I 1527, Arthur Plantagenet, viſcount Leſley, vice- 
| admiral 
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admiral ; reciting that the deputy admiral and 
- his commiſfary-general had inſpected all the 
foyal grants and privileges, and the former 
grants of old, and the grant of William de Mon- 
tacute, to the mayor, brethren, bailiffs, burgeſſes, 
_ and inhatitents, and alfo the late confirmation of 
Henry VIII. by which they are excepted from 
the juriſdiction of the admiral of England. 
The returns had alſo been made by the com- 
monalty upon various occaſions, previous to the 
charter of Elizabeth: that the town-arms and 
common feat belonged to the inhabitants, and 
that therefore every inſtrument ſealed with the 
common feal is the inſtrument and act of the 
inhabitants, and prove that the right of elec- 
tion, which by the common law was in the in- 
habitam houſeholders, was, in fact, enjoyed 
und exerciſed by them. 
The twelfth charter of the borough, which 
vos granted the 23d'of June, 1568, the roth of 
Elizabeth, and which is the charter under which 
the corporation now act, was produced, and 
ſeems to be deciſive as to the right of the-inba- 
em recites the charter of 3 Henry VIII. and 
* thoſe therein recited, and ratifies and confirms 
| | the 
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* the immunities granted by tem to the mayor, 
er bailiffs; burgeſſess and inhabitants, as the ſaid 
*r mayo r bailiffs, 'burgeſſes, and -anhabitants, from 
e the time of making the ſaid charters, were ac- 
e cuſtomed to hold and enjoy them. It recites 
that the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and inha- 

g tants; time out of mind, had enjoyed the 
a ſaid. privileges, &c. and; others, as well by 
preſeription, as by reaſon of the aforeſaid 
grants, but that the ſaid mayor, bailiffs, bur 

« geſſes, and inhabitants, had not enjoyed therh 
« for many years paſt, to the great detriment of 8 
the ſaid town; by which it was threatened with 

4 ruin, and the good rea, of the ſame was | 
AY almoſt extinct. - * ES 8 | 

That thereupon N and cham 
of Poole had petitioned the queen, that ſhe 
ee would make, reſtore, and create the ſaid bur- 

« geſſes and inhabitants into another body « cor- 
porate and politic. ED 
That ſhe therefore, &c. hoping that, if the 

66 inhabitants of the town aforeſaid; and their 

80 « ſucceſſors, ſhould enjoy by her grant greater 
-« honours, liberties, and privileges, they will 
think themſelves bound, &c.) grants that the 
4 ſaid town” of Poole ſhall be, for ever after, a 
0. L. VV 
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® free town of itſelf, and be incorporated; to 
nit of one mayor, two bailiffs, burgeſles, 
* and commonalty (in the original communitas) ; 
* and that they the faid mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, 
= and commonalty, be one body politic, by the 
* name of the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and 
* commonalty of the town of Poole, &c. 
Fuat the burgeſſes of the town aforeſaid may 
cet every year (on a day fixed by the charter) 
* a fit and diſcreet burgeſs to be mayor, and two 
* other burgefſes of the ſaid town to be bai- 
* lifs, &. 

That the ſaid mayor, bailiff, burgeſſes, and 

* comnenalty, and their ſuccefſors, and the inha- 
* bitants and reſidents within the ſaid town, be 
in no fort liable to be bound by any precepts 
* of the Rewards, marſhal, or derk of the mar- 
* ketof the houſehold. - 

* She grants a ſtaple tn he ſaid n mayor, bai- 
« liffs, and commonalty, and their heirs and ſuc- 
* ceffors; and that the ſaid burgeſſes may chooſe 
* out of themſelves, annually, a mayor, and two 
* conſtables of the ſtaple. 

That the ſaid mayor, bailiffa, burgeſſes, and 

* commonalty, and their heirs and ſucceſſors, 
* may 2 elect and conſtitute (on a day 

© 
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fixed) out of the inhabitants of the town and 
« ſuburbs thereof, or out of ROY dang rect 
* of brokers, &. 
* She then grants to the aid mayor, bailiffs, 
e burgefſes and commonatty, and their ſucceſſors, 
« that the town aforeſaid, with 'the ſuburbs, 

places and precincts aforeſaid, be, for ever 
© afterwards, one entire county, incorporated in 
© deed and name, and diftin, and ' altogether 
_ © ſeparate from the county of nes by wr | 
name of the town of Poole. 

That the faid mayor, bailiffs, Wige and 
« commonally, ſhall have in the ſaid town, one 
« ſheriff; the burgeſſes of the ſaid town, and 
* their ſucceſſors, in every year (on a day fixed) 
te to elect onediſcreet perſon out of their fellow- 
« burgefſes (com. burgenſes, in the original) for 
the ſheriffof the ſaid town. 

“ She grants to the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, 
« and commonalty, a weekly court to be held in 


« the guildhall, before the mayor, und ſenior 
ys bailiff | 


„Jo the mayor, bailiffs, n ad com 
* monalty, that the mayor for the time being, 
and one ſkilled in the law, and alſo four bur- 


9 | oo « gelles 
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* * of the diſereet 
© burgeſſes (on a day fixed) ſhall be eva 
* (7. e. juſtices) of the peace. 
To the mayor, bailiffs, gut, + 8 
* monalty, view of frank-pledge, Ke. 
* To the the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and com- 
* mepaity, and their ſucceſſors, that none of them, 
* nor any inhabitant or reſident within the town, 
* ſhall be impannelled againſt his will, on 
* any aſſiae, jury, or inquiſition, rs 
* town of Poole. - 
That the inkeliczncs, burgeſſes, an com- 
* monalty of the town of Poole, may have their 
* guild, and all their liberties, juriſdictions, &c. 
* by land and by ſea, in the ſame manner with 
* the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes of the town 
* of Southampton, and all other liberties, &c. 
* which the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes and inbabi- 
* tants, heretofore had or uſed to have. 
* That the ſaid mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes and 
* commonalty, ſhall have the return of all writs 
* within the town. | 
That the ſaid mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes? and 
* commonalty, ſhall create out of Re, 


®, coroners, Kc. 


= That 
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. That none of the ſaid mayor, bailiffe, bir. 
_ « geſſes, and commonaliy, inhabiting within the 
«ſaid "town, ſhall be impleaded without the 
«ſaid town, except for ſuch treſpaſſes as ſhalt be 
done againſt the queen and her heirs.“ 5 
The thirteenth charter, bearing date the 24th 
of November, 19 Charles II. contaĩns a grant 
of all former privilege snd recites that the town 
of Poole had been of old incorporated by the 
name of mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and com- 
monalty, and that the burgeſſes and ' inhabitants 
thereof, as well by that name as by ofh-r names, 
have üſed and enjoyed various privileges, Kc. 
That commonalty, in theſe charters? meant in- 
babitants, i is clear, becauſe they were' granted to, 
and at the requeſt of, the inhabitants; becauſe ir 8 
confirms all former grants to the inhabitants; "I 
and becauſe the commonalty 1 ug eue, 
diſtinguiſhed from the burgeſſe. 
In the profligate reign of Charles 11. this 
town, in common with the city of London, 
and moſt other corporations, eame under the 
: Zarbling of a Quo Warranto information, and” 
| their Frafichifes were ſeized i into the-hands of the 
01610 2 3 OY 13+ > crown 
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de zoth of Charles II. the burgeſſes and inna 
bitants preſented an addreſs and ſubmiſſion to 
che king, praying that they might be reſtored. | 

The fourteenth charter, 14th of James II. is a 
charter of releaſe and reſtoration: it recites the 
good ſervices of the burgeſſes and inhabitants, the 
judgments obtained againſt them; and it reſtores 
and grants to the ſame burgeſſes and inhabitants 
all the libertics, &c. which they had, or by right 
ought to have. Te” 

P | 
were part of the corporation, and that commone!!y 
———————— uſed, 
as deſcriptive of the ſame perſons. N 

rien 
farther back than the 10th of Elizabeth, and the 
various entries from that time to the year 1699. 
the inhabitants or commonally were always men- 
tioned as part of the corporation. 

The corporation petitioned the bouſe of com- 
mons fo late as the year 1758, in the name of 
the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and commonalty. 5 
Deeds of mortgages between the corporation 

| and 


and other parties, dated ſo late as 1756, were | 
produced, in which the commonalty were wen- 


tioned as part of the corporation. 
Thomas Shepherd, an inhabitant, of they age of 


ninety-eight, remembered Mr. Aſhley to have 


| ; been choſen member for Poole by the commonaliy, | 


and he voted as an inhabitant in the year 1698 . 


. returns of members were made by the 
mayor, bailiffs, al and INES anti 


the year 1695. 


To the above proofs the See for the W 


members only oppoſed an uſage of cighty years, 


proved by parole: evidence in fayour of tht: ex- 
dluſive right of the þurgeſſes. „ 23 
The committee determined, that the fitting 


members were duly elected. 
Mr. Douglas, in his nates upon the hs 


deciſion, obſerves, that a cantrary determination 
took place upon Gmilar evidence in the caſe of 


Colcheſter, 28th of March, 1628. 


The like in the caſe of Boſton, 8th of May, 


1688. 


election. . 
The caſe of Bridport is der for, on | the 


24 : 28th 


 _ Theſe caſes exactly ſhow, ther: 10 uſage, Finn 
time of memory, ought to narrow the right of. 


% 
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ach of April, 1688, the explanation of the wot 

* commonalty”* by the houſe, was the fame ea 
that for which the inhabitants of Poole con- 
tended. 

Caſe of Warwick, 6-4 of May," 1688, „ 
dueſtion was, Whether the election was in the 
mayor and common-council, - or in the com- 
monalty. Upon the queſtion, it was reſolved 
w be in the commonalty; and the inhabitant 
houſeholders have enjoyed it ever fince in con- 

I is curious to remark, that Mr. Mauger, | 
who obtained his ſeat by the above deciſion in 
favour of the burgeſſes of Poole againſt the inha-., 
bitants, was ſo far convinced of the juſtice of 
the inhabitants claim, that he became a candi- 
date for their ſuffrages ar the enſuing general 
dection in 1780, againſt the burgeſſes, and ac- 
tally petitioned the houſe for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of that right, of which he had been the 
cauſe of depriving them the preceding parlia- 
The peticion of Mr. IRE was heard before 
a committee of the Houſe of Commons, upon the” 
very ſame ground he had oppoſd it in the former 


ws a. 


parliament ;' when the decifion was, agrecably 0 
the above, in favour of Joſeph Gulſtone, ef and 
William Morton n e were ele ted by 
. the burgeſſes. © © in ON ee 
At the laſt ster dba n the bible made 
another attempt to recover their loſt rights, by 5 
tendering their votes for Lord Daer, ſon to the 
Earl of Selkirk, and the late Lord Haddo, ſon to 
the Earl of Aberdeen. There were alſo, at the 
ſame time, four other candidates on the right of 

the burgeſſes, viz. Benjamin Lifter, «ſq. a wer⸗ 5 
chant of Poole; the Hon. Charles Stuart, 

| youngeſt fon to the Earl of Bute; Michael An- 
gelo Taylor, eſq. and Capt. Kingſmill, of che 
navy. The election was condufted with muck” 
eagerneſs on all fides: the burgeſſes were equally” 
divided, until Lord Hood, whom Mr. Taylor pub. 
lickly accuſed of à breach of promiſe to him, arri- 

ved and gave the caſting- vote for Mr. Stuart: 
the numbers upon the i e poll, at tthe cloſe” 

of the eleQtion, bevy, for - - | 

| 2 ee W 20 8 * bb _— 855 1 


— 


MI. A. Taylor, elqg. * 5 | 48 Mo | 
- | War rt Kingſwill, elq. 2 4. 5 


eh. 
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would have been finally equal; but one of the 
| burgefſes in the intereſt of the latter was arreſted 

for debt, as be was going up the ſieps of tho 
town-hall, to give his vote. Bail was offered, 
and even payment of the debt; but the ſheriff 
and his deputy were too much engaged upon 
the election, to be interrupted by ſo trifling'a 
concern as the liberty of 4 Britiſh ſubject; and 
the ele lor was ſuffered to remain in the cuſtody 
of an officer until the poll was cloſed. 

Lord Daer and Lord Haddo, being candidates 
| on the right of the commonalty, the inhabitants 
rendering their votes for thoſe noblemen, were 
rgeticd by the ſheriff, two petitions were ac- 
cordingly preſented to the Houſe of Commons, 
at the meeting of parliament in 1790, againſt 
the return of Liſter and Stuart; one by Lord 
Dacrand Lord Haddo, in ſupport of the claim 
ofthe commonalty; and another by Michael An- 
gdo Taylor, eſq. and Robert Kingſmill, eſq. on 
' the claim of the minor part of the burgeſſes, 
againſt the majority. | 
Theſe petitions won dens che fora ſellion; 


when it was agreed by all, the parties, that the 
petition of Lord Daer and Lord Haddo ſhould be 
determincd firſt ; for, if the committee ſhould be 
of opinion that the right was in the inhabitants, 
| the 
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tte other four candidates vere ſo inferior in poĩnt 
of numbers, that they intended to * their 

_ reſpeQtive claims. 

The committee 3 3 wich the 
petition of Lord Daer and Lord Haddo; when 
nearly the ſame caſe was opened, as we have 
reported upon the petition of the right hon. 
Charles James Fox and John Williams, eſg. in 
1975, and which had been repeated on - ſimilar 
grounds by Joſhua Mauger, eſq. in 1781. The 
committee confirmed the determinations of the 
preceding ones by deciding, that Lord Daer and 
Lord Haddo were not. duly eleFed,.and reſolved 
upon a ſpecial report to the houſe, _ 

5 That the right of election, in the town and 

c county of Poole, is in the mayor, bailiffs, 
and burgeſſes only.”  _ 

This petition being diſpoſed of a 838 
took place between the contending parties, on the 
poll of the burgeſſes. The vote of the burgeſs 
who had been arreſted and detained in cuſtody, 
during the election, was added to the poll of Mr. 
Taylor, and another ſtruck off from that of Mr. 
Bas The numbers chen _ ot 


_ Liſter 


s | root. 


—— accordingly repored to the 


houſe, 5 4 
* "That Benjamin Lifter, eſq. and | Michael 
* Angelo Taylor, eſq. were duly elekicd 
The ſucceſs of Mr. Liſter was, 8 
dered abortive. The oppoſite parties had all diſ- 
covered that he had been u contractor within the 
year preceding his election; and that the taking 
his ſeat would be attended with the diſagreeable 
conſequence of his being liable to a penalty of 
five bundred pounds every time he — 
his vote in the Houſe of Commons. 
| This incapacity was only to be removed by Mr. 
Liſter vacating his ſeat, and, as the twelve months 
fince 26 „ 
pired, to get re- elected. | 
Chobe ceteraedindy . 
him, and a new writ was [iſſued for another 
eleQtion; when the inhabitants of Poole, with that: 
fervour and love of liberty which nature has 
implanted inthe human mind, and which, al- 
though Tc by temporary miſcarriages and 


inconveniences 
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incon veniences, willomit no opportunity ofaſferts 
ing its owndignity, recurred to their original claim 
of right, and with a zeal and firmneſs which the 
writer, who was preſent at the moment, will 
never -recolle& but with a glow of admiration, 
again beſtowed the nobleſt gift of freemen, their 
unbiaſſed ſuffrages, on Lord Daer. 

The ſtatute of the twenty-cighth of George: II. 8 
chap. 52, allows them one more chance, and that 
a finalone, of regaining that right which they had 

enjoyed for centuries, and which their charters 
clearly entitled them to poſſeſs. The deciſions of 
three committees have certainly been againſt 
them; and we wiſh to be underſtood as ſpeaking 


with the greateſt deference, wben we mention the, 


_ verdiQs of ſo reſpectable a judicature. But the 
| borough of Saltaſh has encountered the ſame 
difficulty and. ſucceeded; three ſucceſſive com- 
mittees had determined the right of election there 
to be in the corporation; the fourth gave it to che 
freeholders. The committees on the Hellſtone 
conteſt, in the year 1775, determined the ſame 
right to be in the corporation, under the old 
charter; the ſecond committee, in 1791, deter- 
mined it to be in the corporation, acting under 
the new charter granted * his preſent majeſty. 
| | And 
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And, when it is recolleQed that, in the caſes 

of Colcheſter, Boſton, Bridport, Pomfret, and 
Warwick, the determinations were different to 
thoſe of Poole ; and that the doQtrine of eighty 

years wrage, however corrupt or inconſiſtent with 
right, is neither ſanctioned by act of parliament, 
nor conſidered as the common law of committees, 
and has been followed only in one ſolitary inſtance, 
that of Lyme-Regis ; we truſt the inhabitants of 
Poole may yet look forward to the final deciſion 


wich wdllfounded hopes of ſucceſs. 


The corporation of Poole are divided, as may 
be feen from the ftate of the poll, into two 


parties, ſo nearly equal in number, as to render it 
difficult to determine which will preponderate. 
Mr. Liſter, the preſent member, is at the head of 


_ the miniſterialparty ; and Mr. John Jeffery, a moſt 


reſpeQtable and opulent merchant, of this town, 
is at the head of oppoſition. The recorder and 
wwn-clerk are in the intereſt of the latter. The 
aldermen, who acquire that fituation by ſerving 
the office of mayor, are moſtly in the miniſterial 


party : and as a bye-law is ſtill in force, allowing 


them to nominate two of their own body to the 
burgefſes, one of whom the latter is bound to 
chooſe for mayor, there is lice chance, unleſs that 

| bye- 
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* is deemed illegal, or repealed, which is 
now attempting to be accompliſhed, that the 
CPE I" G n their _ 
riority. Fe 
NUMBER OF Vorens,—IF the committee he 
cide, on the preſent petitions, that the right is 
in the burgeſſes, the number of voters will be 
only 100: but, ſhould they determine it to be 
in the inhabitants, there will be 600. 5 FE. 
RNxTURN ING Orric ER the ſheriff. 
| PaTRONns—Mr. Lifter, and Mr. Jeffery. 
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Th HIS maritime county takes its name from | 
the city of Durham. It is commonly called the 
biſhopric, and ſometimes the county palatine of 


Durham, from its having been formerly a kind of 


royalty, under the juriſdiction of its —_ ow 
ſubordinate to the crown. 


Soon after the converſion of the Sic the 
| 3 0 county 


— 
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county of Durham was given by their kings t6 
St. Cuthbert, biſhop of Lindisfern, an iſland be- 
 Jonging to Northumberland, and which is now 
| known by the name of Holy Iſland: this county 
was, therefore, called by the Monkiſh writers, 
the patrimony of St. Cuthbert, in the ſame man- 
ner as the Roman eccleſiaſtical - ſtate is ſill 
called, the patrimony of St. Peter. This grant 
of the Saxon kings was confirmed by the Danes 
and Normans, who added ſeveral other liberties ' 
and privileges to the church of St. Cuthbert. 
In the reign of William the Conqueror, one 
Walcher, a native of Lorrain, being biſhop of 
Durham, bought the earldom of Northumber- 
land of the king, and then, aſſuming the office 
of a ſecular judge, fat in court, and, with un- 
limited authority, determined all cauſes at his 
pleaſure. This is ſuppoſed to have been the 
origin of the temporal powers of the biſhops of 
Durham: and upon this purchaſe, it is thought 

w have been made a county palatine. From 
this temporal power, the biſhops bore in their 
Seals a knight on horſeback, armed with. a ſword 

in one hand, and the arms of the . in 

the other. 


. The common rere. jealous of their privi- 
leges, 
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leges, have even refuſed to march into Scotland 
in time of war, from the pretence of their being 
Halwerkmen, i. e. men bound to perform none 


but holy-work, as they held their lands to defend 
the body of St. Cuthbert, and were not to ſerve, 


either for the king or the biſhop, beyond the 
confines of the biſhopric. The prerogative of 


one of theſe prelates was ſeized by Edward I. 
who deprived the ſee of many privileges; ſome 
of which were, however, recovered by ſucceed- 
ing biſhops, whoſe power was ſo great, even 
after its abridgment, that it became a maxim— 
„Whatever prerogative the king has without 
« the county of Durham, the biſhop. has within 


„ it; unleſs there be ſome conceſſion or preſcrip- 


* tion to the contrary.” 

Although clergymen were forbid by the 
_ canons to be preſent when judgment of blood 
was given, yet the biſhop of Durham fits in court 
on theſe occaſions in his purple robe. He had 
| the power of calling parliaments, and creating 
| barons as their members. He alſo raiſed taxes, 


and coined money. The courts were kept in 


his name; he appointed all judges, and all 
writs were made in his name: all recognizances 
entered upon the biſhop's rolls in bis chancery, 
Vol. I. r and 
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and made to him, were as valid within' the 
county, as thoſe made to the king were in others. 


Thoſe who alienated freehold lands without his 


leave, were obliged to ſuc to him for pardon, 
which he might grant, not only for treſpaſſes and 
intruſions, but alſo for rapes, felonies and other 


crimes. He had, alſo, power to grant charters 
- for boroughs, corporations, fairs, and markets; 


grant licences for building chapels, founding 
chanterics and hoſpitals ; and create officers for 
life, or during pleaſure, by patent. But theſe 
grants were no longer .valid than the life of the 
biſhop who made them. He was alſo lord admi- 


ral of the ſeas, and other waters, belonging to the 


palatinate ; had his vice-admirals, his courts of 
admiralty, commiſſioners of water-paſlages, and 
officers of beaconage. He owned a great part 
of the lands in the palatinate, which were held of 
the ſee in capite, He had likewiſe ſeveral foreſts, 


waſtes in this county ; the lands, goods and chat- 
tels of all convicted of treaſon eſcheated to him; 


and the biſhop ſtill claims all forfeitures upon out- 


lawries and felonies. Such were the privileges 


of the biſhop of Durbam, when they were a- 


bridged by 27 Henry VIII. which ſtatute ſtripped 


chaces, parks, and woods, befides all moors and 
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them of the palatinate power of granting pardons, 
- creating judges, and making out judicial writs 
and indictments. But the biſhops and their 
temporal chancellors were ſtill allowed to act as 
| Juſtices of peace. In the reign of Edward VI. 
this biſhopric was diſſolved, and all its revenues 
and immunities were given by parliament to the 
crown; but Queen Mary repealing this act, re- 
ſtored the ſee to the ſtate in which it had been 
left by her father Henry VIII. Hovever, as the 
county was a kind of principality diſtin&t from 
the reſt of the kingdom, 1t never ſent members 
to parliament until the reign of Charles II. 
The county of Durham is in the province of | 
York, and is a dioceſe of itſelf. - It is not divided 


into hundreds; but, like Cumberland, into wards _ 


or wakes. It has one city, only ſeven. market 
towns, and 113 pariſhes. It ſends to parliament 
but four members, two of whom are choſen by 
the county, and two by the city of Durham. 

_ Porrricar CHARACTER.— The ariſtocratical 
intereſt that prevails in this county, is that of the 
earl of Darlington and the biſhop of Durham. 
An union of their intereſts is conſidered as deci- 
ſi ve againſt the moſt formidable oppoſition. 


*O DURHAM 


„pon nA CITY. 


DURHAM CITY. 

Fortricat Cuanxacrzx.— I his city is ſo for- 
tunate as to have preſerved its independence, ex- 
cept an eſtabliſhed attachment to the reſpe&- 
able families of Tempeſt and Lambton, who 
have repreſented it for many years, can be in- 
cluded under the name of influence. The cor- 
poration have, however, been inimical to the in- 
tereſts of theſe families, and the weight of eccle- 
fiaſtical controul, which, under a biſhop of Dur- 
ham, can never, from what we have obſerved 
reſpeQing the county, be inconſiderable, have 
| joined in vain to oppoſe them; but the vox populs 
Corroration. This city is ſaid to have 
| been firſt incorporated by Richard I. when it 


was governed by bailiffs appointed by the biſhops, 
and afterwards by 
geddes 


an alderman and twelve bur- 


Queen Elizabeth gave it a mayor, aldermen, 
and common-council; but it has ſince been go- 
verned under a charter, procured by iſhop 
Crew, of Charles II. by twelve aldermen, a re- 
corder, twelve common-council, a town clerk, 
and 
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and other officers, who could hold a court-lect 
and court-baron within the city, in the name of 
the biſhop for the time being. They alſo keep 
a Pye- powder court, inſtituted to enn AI 


orders at fairs. 55 
The biſhop being earl of Sadberg, a ſmall 


town near Stockton, is a temporal prince; he 
holds the title by barony ; he is a ſheriff par- 
amount for the county, and appoints his deputy, 
| who makes up his audit to him, without account- 
ing to the Exchequer. He is alſo, as count pala. 
tine, lord of the city, and appoints all civil offi= 
cers, and other inferior magiſtrates. 

The corporation of Durham had been guilty. of 
ſo many illegal praQtices, as at laſt to be ſeveral 
years without a mayor, and in that imperfe& 
ſtate of not having it in their power to elect one 
according to the conſtitution of the city. A new 
charter was repeatedly applied for, but the biſhop 
and the old corporation differing about its prin- 
ciples, it was not obtained till within theſe few 
| years, when Dr. Egerton, the laſt biſhop but 
one, granted them a new charter, under which 


DURHAM CITY, 


oy at preſent act. 
The want of a mayor, did not prevent the 
election of members of parliament or the admiſ- 
| ſion 
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fion of freemen, nor was the charter forfeited by 
that imperfeQion in their body. 


Ricur or Etzcrion.—The choice of mem- 


bers to ſerve in parliament is in the aorpormion 
and freemen. 

By ftat. 25 Car. II. c. 9. The county pa- 
latine of Durham may have two knights for the 
county, and the city of Durham two citizens to 
be burgeſſes for the ſame city to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, to be elected by writ awarded to the lord 
biſhop of Durham, or his chancellor of the 
county, and precept thereupon by the lord bi- 
ſhop, or his temporal chancellor, to the ſheriff; 
the election of the knights to be made by the 
greater number of freeholders, as in other coun- 
ties, and the election of burgeſſes for the city of 
Durham to be made by the major part of the 
mayor, aldermen, and freemen; which knights 
and burgeſſes ſhall be returned by the ſheriff into 
the chancery, upon the like pains as the ſheriffs 
of any other county.” See ſtat. 18 George II. 
c. 18. feR. 18. 

Honorary FREEMEN.: 


—A conteſt W 


between the corporation who adopted Mr. 
Ralph Gowland, and the city who ſupported 


Mr. — in the year 1762, when the latter 
preſented 
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preſented a petition againſt an undue eledion of 
the former. The petition ſtated that, when 
Mr. Lambton and Mr. Gowland offered them- 
ſelves as candidates to repreſent the ſaid city, 
« that John Drake Bainbridge, eſq. was, toge- 
ther with ſeveral other aldermen, very ſtrenuous | 
and active in ſoliciting votes for Mr. Gowland: 
and that they and their agents corruptly proſti- 
tuted a-public charity to the purpoſes of influ- 
.encing ſeveral indigent freemen; and that find- 
ing the inclinations of a large majority of the 
legal voters were in favour of the petitioner, 
they concerted a ſcheme of overpowering that 
majority by fititious votes; and that, for this 
purpoſe, the ſaid John Drake Bainbridge, and 
ſeveral other aldermen of the city, long after 
Mr. Gowland and the petitioner had declared 
themſelves candidates, and within a few weeks 
of the late election, took upon themſelves ille- 
gally to diſplace out of the common council of 
the ſaid city ſeveral of the moſt ſubſtantial and 
reſpeRable inhabitants, and to ſubſtitute other 
| perſons of inferior character and ſtation, whoſe 
only recommendation: was their known attach- 
of ment to Mr. Gowland; and that on the 4th 
October laſt, the ſaid- JO. Drake Bainbridge 
procured 
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procured himſelf to be appointed mayor of the 
faid city, and after his appointment to that 


office, continued the ſame zeal and activity 
in foliciting votes for the ſaid Mr. Gowland ; 
and that the faid John Drake Bainbridge, and 
| ſeveral of the aldermen of the ſaid city, having 
unduly garbled a common council for their 
purpoſe, they proceeded, on the 13th of October 
laſt, ro make a pretended bur illegal repeal of an. 
ancient by-law, by which none could be ad- 
mirted freemen until their claim had paſſed. 
three quarterly guilds; a regulation that was 
made for the better ſecurity of the legal freemen 
and trading companies of the city, and to pre- 
vent a precipitate admiſſion of improper and 
unqualified perſons; and that having thus re- 
ſeinded and got rid of the aforefaid by-law, 
which would have prevented the execution of 
their ſcheme, ſome of the aldermen above men- 
. tioned, on the ſecond of November, which was 
mat a month before the writ of election iſſued, 
illegally, and againſt the conſent of a large ma- 
joriry of trading companies, admitted upwards of 
200 occaſional freemen, for no other purpoſe 
but to increaſe the poll for Mr. Gowland ; and 
that the perſons ſo admitted were ſtrangers to 
| I -.. 2a 
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the ſaid city, reſiding at a diſtance, and moſt of 


them unknown to the wardens of the companies, 
bu ſtrenuous partizans of Mr Gowland, and 


under the influence of the ſaid mayor and his 
confederate aldermen; and alledging that, even 
after the teſt of the writ of election, and during 


the very time of the poll, the aforeſaid mayor un- 
duly admitted a great number of perſons to the 
freedom of the ſaid city, in order to procure, at 
any rate, a,majority of votes for Mr. Gowland; 


and that, notwithſtanding repeated applications 


vere made to the mayor, by the petitioner. and 


| his agents, for an inſpection. of the corporation 


guild-book, and for a liſt of the pretended free- 
men ſo made and admitted as aforeſaid; he, the 
ſaid mayor, refuſed both; and that, at the late 


election, which began on the 7th of December 
laſt, the aforeſaid mayor illegally, and contrary ' 


to his duty,” as returning officer, admitted the 
votes not only of the occaſional freemen above 
mentioned, but alſo of many other. perſons who 
offered, and ought to have been admitted to vote 


for the petitioner; and that, notwithſtanding the 


number of ſuch occaſional voters amounted to 
upwards of 200, yet the. pretended majority for 
Tn 2 5 the 


Pre 
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the fitting members upon the cloſe. of the poll, 
was no more than 2g; and that, to complete the 
defign of theſe unwarrantable practices, the 
aforeſaid mayor hath unjuſtly, and contrary to 
the duty of his office, returned the ſaid Mr. 
| Gowland as duly elected repreſentative for the 
ſaid city, notwithſtanding the petitioner had a 
clear majority of 192 legal votes in his favour, 
and ought to have been returned accordingly ; 
andthat the conduct of the mayor and his confede- 
rates, is a manifeſt injuſtice to the petitioner, an 
open violation of the rights and franchiſes of the 
legal freemen and voters of the ſaid city, and 


2 daring infringement of the orders of this 
houſe, &c. 


Tur petition ſigned by the OR was alſo 
read, and alledged, that by thoſe proceedings 
of the ſaid mayor and his confederates, the peti- 
tioners, and the reſt of the legal freemen of the 
aid city, are groſsly injured, and their rights, li- 
berties and franchiſes were groſsly violated and 
- invaded, &c.”+ 
Tursx petitions being referred to a hearing at 


* Journals, Vol. XXIX. 10% ]nQ + Ibid. ibid. 
the 


D R AN OJ. ogs 


che bar of the houſe, upon the 4th of May follow- 
ing, a motion was made, and the queſtion being 
- propoſed, that 215 perſons made, or pretended 
to be made, free of the city of Durham, fince the 
death of Henry Lambton, Eſq. late member of 
parliament for the ſaid city, had not a right to 


vote in the late election of a citizen to ſerve in 


Ee for the ſaid city. 
Tux houſe, on the wiping Gelbes, d deter- 
mined i in che affirmative. 


 Yeas 88 
Noes pe 


Major fo for the nes 16 


— ———_—__ 
i a LIES 


| Ms. Gowland Was next, « on a motion, | declared 
not duly cleQed. + I 
Ab it was afar that major bk John 
Lambton. was duly elected to ſerve in I | 
liament for the city of Durharh. 
- Ir was then ordered, that the deputy clerk of 
the crown ſhould attend the houſe as the next 
morning to amend the return for the ſaid city 
of Durham, by razing e out the name of Ralph 
1 Sowland 
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Goviand, Eſq. and inſeriing the name of John 
Lambton, Efyg. inſtead. - 
— 
over the illegal and arbitrary influence of eorpo- 
rative authorty. And to prevent the poſkibility 
off fuch an abuſe of municipal power in future, 
the famous Ratute, known by the name of the 


Majeſty. By this ast no perſon has a right to 
vote, who bas not been paſſeſſed of their fran- 
chiſe twelve calendar months before the firſt day 
of the election. This act does not extend to per- 
fons who are entitled to their freedom of right 
by the cuſtom of the borough ; for fuch may be 
admitted at any time previous to an eleQtion, or 
Is Durham, perſons acquire their freedom ei- 
ther by ſervitude or cleQion into companies at 
certain guilds, holden by thoſe companies. The 
admiſſion by the mayor is a mere ceremony ; for 
| when there was no mayor, they were entitled to 
vote formembers of parliament. 
Nomen or VoTERs, I200. 
Reroxxnxc Orricah, ——. 


* Journals, Vol. XXIX. 337. 


Durham AR, was paſſed in the gd of his preſent 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER, 


Since the expenſive conteſt of the late ME: 


Luther, for the repreſentation of this county 
the opulent gentlemen amongſt the whigs and 


tories have contented: themſelves, in order to 


avoid the ruinous expence of a county conteſt 


with each ſending one member. Eſſex, hike - 


three fourths of the Engliſh counties, is by this 


compulſory coalition deprived, de facto, of any | 


repreſentation ; for, upon every political diyi- 
ſion, the members, by dividing againſt each other, 


| Preſerve ſo nice a balance, as to give the whole 
weight to the nominal repreſentatives of the 


immaculate boroughs. But when it is confidered 


that all the counties in England ſend but eighty 
repreſentatives, and the decayed botoughs upwards 
of four hundred, they could give no effectual ſup- 
port to the cauſe of the people they repteſent; 
_ were their elections ever ſo pure, or their union 
ever ſo. complete. | 


This county hes in the ptovince df Cid 


bury and dioceſe of London. It is divided into 
20 hundreds; and contains 24 market towns; but. 
no city, 34.800 houſes, 208, 800 inhabitants, and 

Vox. I. „„ | 415 


— 
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415 pariſhes. Ir ſends 8 eben to parlia- 
ment; two knights for the ſhire ; two burgeſſes 
for Colcheſter, two for Harwich, and two for 
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Potrricat CnaRAc TER. This borough hat 
derived a diſtinguiſhed character in the annals of 
_ controverſy and corruption. The ſeveral conteſts 
berween Mr. Rebow and Mr. Fordyce, the once 
eminent banker ; Mr. Chriſtopher Potter, the 
contractor, with the late Sir Edmund Affleck; and 
the more recent oppoſitions between Mr. Tiernay 
and Sir George Jackſon, have produced ſome very 
curious anecdotes, which, if the compaſs of our 
work would admit us to relate them, muſt create 
a bluſh even on the face of political profligacy. 
Sir Thomas Webſter, having repreſented this 
town, in what was called the penſioned parlia- 
ment of Charles II. became fo diſguſted with the 
parliamentary depravity of that body, as to take a 
reſolution to abandon them and the cauſe of the 
people in that houſe, where he ſaw no poſſibility 
of either oppoſing the deſpotic meaſures of the 
court, or ſupporting the liberties of his country. 
He wrote accordingly a letter to his conſtituents 
on the election of the firſt parliament of James II. 

which 
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rer, met on the 21ſt of March, 168 9 . 
the repreſentation of a people, whoſe delegated 
legiſlature was converted into an engine of deſpo- 
tiſm, by the corrupt miniſters of an arbitrary 
king, and requeſting them to chooſe another 
repreſentative; he then abſented himſelf from 
the town and its connexions. On the day of 
election, however, his former conſtituents, with 
a virtue and manlineſs of conduct peculiar to 
real independence, and which we are ſorry they 
have not imitated upon more recent occaſions, 
reſolved: to re- elect their old member, whoſe 
integrity they had tried, and whoſe attachment 
to the cauſe of liberty was not to be ſhaken. 
Without ſolicitation, therefore, or expence, and 
even without his ownacquieſcence, Sir Thomas was 
again deputed the aſſertor of their rights in par- 
liament. The court candidate, in whoſe favour 
every exertion of influence had been made with- 
out + ſucceſs, had 'recourſe to the ſtratagem, ſa 
frequently practiſed before the eftabliſhment of 
the Grenville act, of petitioning parliament, and 
procuring himſelf to be voted into his ſeat by the 
ſtrength of the miniſter in the houſe. This 
petition was accordingly brought to hearing; and 
Sir Thomas Webſter, who had been elected by - 
We N majority, without expence or ſolicita- 
N R 2 tion, 
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tion, and even without his knowledge or conſent, 
was voted guilty of bribery and corruption, and * 


courtly opponent voted into his ſeat. 
We are ſorry not to be able to trace the con- 


duct of theſe electors by ſimilar acts of patriotic 
fortitude down to the preſent moment. One 
inſtance indeed occurs of a choice, that reflects 
ſentative. Sir Robert Smyth, Bart. was ſtopped 
in his carriage, as he was paſſing through this 
town, at the general election in 1780, and elected 
by a very reſpectable majority, out of the fame 
reſpett to his private and public virtues, they had 
Webſter. They however tarniſhed the applauſe 
_ & liberally obtained, by ſuffering the ſame gen- 
tleman, at the ſubſequent election in 1784, after 
an independence and integrity of conduct which 
ought to have endeared him to his conſtituents as 
it has done to his country, not only to be put to 
an immoderate expence, but to be obliged to 
apply to a committee of the houſe. of commons, 
do recogniſe his claim to that ſeat to which their 
undue return of his opponent, Mr. Potter, com- 
pelled him. 
Pp am 


NE IO RI Es 
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1 Riten Fordyce, Eſq. againſt Mr. Gray and 
Mr. Rebow, in 1768 ; the ſecond, of the ſame 
gentleman and Robert Mayne, Eſq. in 1780, 


againſt Sir Robert Smyth and Mr. Rebow ; and 


the third in 1781, between Chriſtopher Potter, 
Efq. and Sir Edmund Affleck Mr. Fordyce, 
Mr. Mayne, and Mr. Potter, the unſucceſsful 
candidates, all appeared in the liſt of bankrupts 
within a very ſhort time of their reſpective. de- 
feats; and the ruinous expences of a Colcheſter 
conteſt was ſuppoſed to have contributed, in no 

ſmall degree, to their misfortune. 
The influence under which this town has the 
miſery to labour, in common with moſt. others, 
although in different degrees, is that of the 
corporation, who poſſeſs the abſurd power of | 
making foreigners, by which it is undetſtoed, 
non-reſidents, and others; who have no natural or 
legal claim to ſuch a right, freemen of the ſaid 
borough: This will always enable them to m. 
facture a majority in favour of any candidate whale 

_ they may chooſe to eſpouſe. 
No leſs than four petitions from this borough 
have been tried ſince the exiſtence of the Gren- 
ville act, viz. Affleck verſus Potter, Smyth verſus 
Potter, Tiernay verſus Jackſon, and Tiernay + 
verſus Thornton and Jackſon; and from the 
R 3 : com- 
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complicated nature of their conſtitution there 
are likely to be ten times as many more. The 
only remedy for this expenſive evil is the eſta- 
bliſtunent of the right of election where the 
conſtitution originally veſted it—in all the houſe- 
keepers, without diſtinction, throughout Great 
Corrorarion.—This town is governed by a 
mayor, high-ſteward, a recorder or his deputy, 

11 aldermen, a chamberlain, a town = clerk, 
18 aſſiſtants, and 18 common-council. The 
mayor and aldermen for the time being, with 
48 guardians, are alſo a corporation for the 

benefit of the poor. It was next incorporated 
by William III. and afterwards in 1763. It is 
a liberty of itſelf, containing 4 wards, and 16 
- ConroraTIONn Cazt.—In 1735 one William 
Seaber executed a bond to the mayor and com- 
monalry. In 1740, judgments of ouſter were 
pronounced againſt all the perſons acting, de 
Fache, as mayor and aldermen in Colcheſter : all 

thoſe perſons were dead before 1763: and on the 
och of September, 1763, the preſent charter was 
granted and accepted. In Eaſter term, 1766, 
the new corporation brought an action of debt 
on Seaber*s bond againſt his executor, 


The 
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The queſtion was, therefore, whether the W 
corporation could maintain the action? This was 
involved in another queſtion - whether the old 
corporation was diſſolved in 1763? _ 

On this the opinion of Lord Mansfield was, 

«© The corporation is not diſſolved by the judg- 
* ments of ouſter, and ſubſequent deaths of the 
te mayor and aldermen, though they are without 


5 their magiſtrates. Their conſtitution is not 
& deſtroyed and gone; their former rights remain. 
« Would not a freeman of Colcheſter ſtill con- 
« tinue to have @ right to common, or to. vote for 


ce members of parliament ?” 


«I am clear, upon principles of wa that the 


a old corporation was not ab/olutely diſſolved and 
« annihilated, though they had loſt their magiſ- 
« trates. Where there is a judgment againſt the 
_ « corporation itſelf, the caſe would W. of a dif- 
« ferent conſideration.” 
The other juſtices, Wilmot, Ye and Aſton 
concurred with his lordſhip. 
Rr or ELgcTION—28 March . The 
Committee reported, That the right of election for 
Colcheſter, in Eſſex, Was agreed to be in the 
ſworn burgeſſes, not receiving alm. 
27 Jan. 1710. Reſolved, That the mayor of the 
borcugh of Colcheſter, in the county of Eflex, 
R 4 F 
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cannot make foreigners free of the faid borough, 
without conſent of the majority of adermen and 
common=council. 

6 May 1714. n n het ride ene 
tion is in the mayor, aldermen, common- council, 
and free burgeſſes, not receiving alm. 

Kefobved, That the right of making foreigners 
{not having a right of freedom by birth or ſer- 
vice) freemen of the borough of Colcheſter, in 
the county of Eſſex, is in the mayor and free 

burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, in common hall 

NvunNBER OF VOTERS—T400Q. 

ReronnIxc orrrcer—The Mayor. 


PaTron—None. 
n 


2 Nov. 1702. Reſolved, That the agents of 
Sir Jeac Rebow have been guilty of treating, and 
other corrupt practices, in order to procure the 
faid Sir Ifaac Rebow to be elected a burgeſs to | 
{erve in parliament for the borough of Colcheſter, 
in the county of Eſſex. 
© Ordered, That Juin Weel, agent for Sir Jace 
Rebow, for his corrupt practices, in endeavouring 
0 de doe Sir Jet Rejow to be clefted 


B * 
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F PN for the ebase * i 
* 


on Conrzupr or PRIVII POE. 

* © Wars. A complaint being made. to 
the houſe, that the town clerk of the borough of 
Colcheſter, haying been ſerved with an order of 

the committee of a hors a For 
permitting” Nicholas „ Efq. and his 
agents, to inſpect the Free-ſchool book, and any 

public books, charters, papers, or records, in 

order to the preparing for the hearing of the 
matter touching the election for the ſaid borough, 
before the faid committee, n Ts. 
had refuſed the fame, : 

_ __ WarREvPON one obs Bide, arm wids 2 
faid Mr. Corſellis, was called in, and examined | 
777700000000 A ONE | Tz 
complaint. | 

Ax then he nn * | By 
. "Reſolved, That Thomas Glaſeack, rown clerk 1 
of ths borvügh of Colcheſter, in the county of - 1 
Eſſex, having refuſed to obey the order of the | 
committee of privileges and elections, for per- 
mitting Nicholas Corſellis, Eſq. or his agents, to 
inſpect the public books and records of the ſaid 
þorough, be, for the faid contempt, taken into 
e | Sep the 
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Barsrar and DisQyALIFICATION. | 


4 April, 1784. Sir Robert Smith, Bart. preſented 
a petition, alleging, that at the laſt election for 
the borough of Colcheſter, Sir Edm. Affleck, Bart. 
Chriſt. Potter, Eſq. and the petitioner, were can- 
didates ; that the petitioner had the majority of 
legal votes; but that the mayor, from partiality 
to Mr. Potter, illegally rejected rightful votes 
for the petitioner, and admitted illegal votes for 
Mr. Potter; that Mr. Potter, by theſe means, 

and alſo by bribery, had procured himſelf to be 
unlawfully returned— And that a commiſſion 
of bankruptcy was iſſued againſt the ſaid Chriſt. 
Potter, on the 17th of April 1783, and he was 
therefore found and declared a bankrupt; and 
. on the ſecond day of the month following, an 
aſſignment of all his eſtates and effects whatſo- 
ever was made for the benefit of his creditors ; 
and that at ſuch time the faid Chriſt. Potter 
had no frechold eſtate whatſoever ; and from the 
eſtate and effects of the ſaid Chriſt. Potter, the 
| petitioner is informed, no more than two ſhil- 
lings and fixpcnce in the pound has been paid 
— — the peti- 
tioner 


= ce 
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: "ER begs leave to repreſent to- the houſe, that 
the ſaid Chriſtopher Potter had not, at the time of 
the faid election, ſuch an eſtate, in law or equity, 
for his own uſe and benefit, of and in lands, tene- 
ments, or hereditaments, as qualified him to be 


elected and returned to ſerve as a member for 
the ſaid borough, according to the law in that 


behalf made and provided; and that the faid 
Chriſt. Tune, was not. HOI of being elected 
and return e 
Upon W the petition, both parties ad- 
mitted that Sir Edmund Affleck, according ta 
the following poll, was duly elected. _ * - +; 
For Affleck 665 ao 
Potter 425 
Smyth 416 1855 
At the Siesta Mr. Potter being called upon, 


delivered i in an affidavit, ſworn. before the mayor, | 


of his having a ſufficient eſtate. | 

The counſel proceeded to invalidate FR + hay 
tion of Mr. Potter, on the ſubject of diſqualifica- 
tion They alleged, that he had not complied 
with 33 George II. c. 20, which requires that 
all members of the houſe of commons (with 
ſome exceptions), before they preſume to vote, 
or ſit in the houſe, ſhall publicly deliver i in at the 
table, while the houſe is ſitting, a ſchedule of 


their 
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their qualifications, ſpecifying the ſituation, &c. 


and ſhall take and ſubſcribe an oath of the truth 


of the ſchedule. The oath is to be enrolled, 
and the ſchedule filed by the clerk; and the 
election of a member not complying with this 
act, or not being duly qualified, ſhall be deckured 
void, and a new writ iſſue, 

The counſel then referred to the inſtances of 
Honiton, Weymouth, Malden, and Boſſinay, as 
- The counſel for the fitting member anſwered, 
that Mr. Potter had complied with the ſtatute of 
9 Anne; which requires an oath of qualification 
at the time of election, or before the meeting of 
parliament, by ſwearing to his qualification when 
requeſted. And the ſtatute of 33 George II. 
only requiring members, when they take their ſeats, 
to give in and ſwear to the ſchedule of 'their 
qualifications, he was free from the penalty of 
that act, from not having yet taken his ſeat, 
Wich reſpect to his being diſqualified by his 
| bankruptcy, this was ſufficiently anſwered, from 
his having obtained a certificate that might ſince 
have enabled him to acquire ſufficient property 
faid, ought to have been ſuch as, if true, would 

| have 


— 
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have convicted the fitting member of petjury in 
his affidavit ; for that alone would n the 
| incapacity. 1 

Suppoſing the fitting member to have diſobeyed 
the ſtanding order, the point . contended. for 
would not be the - conſequence of this conſtruc- 
tion; for the counſel obſerved, that the houſe 
of commons could not make a legal diſqualification; 
this was only to be effected by the whole legiſla- 
ture. He contended, that the caſes adduced 


were not in point; they were only juſt examples 
of practice reſpecting the order they depended on, 


and no more. It was impoſſible, be ſaid, to find 
2 caſe fo applicable to the preſent, as to enable 


the committee to follow, en bu from 


Mr. Potter. 

After a Mort reply from the counſel fo the 
petitioner, the committee _ 

| Reſolved, That the petition 8 by Sir 
Robert Smith, Bart. does contain an expreſs 


charge of want of qualification againſt the arne 


member. 


Reſolved, That Chriſtopher Potter, Efq. bas 
not complied with the ſtanding order of the 


houſe of the 21ſt November 1 717. which re- 


* quires that the qualification expreſsly objected to 
mn any petition to his election, ſhall, 
2 
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within 15 days after the petition is " give 
to the clerk of the houſe of commons a paper, 
figned by himſelf, containing a rental or par- 
ticular of the lands, tenements, and heredita- 
wents, whereby he makes out his qualification.“ 
* Determined, That the laſt election of members 
wo ſerve in parliament for the borough of Col- 
cheſter, in the county of Eſſex, is, ſo far as re- 
lates ro Chriſtopher — Efq. a void elec- 
gon.” 

| Theſe reſolutions being 1 to the 
bar, the counſel for the petitioners reſumed that 
part of their caſe by which they claimed the ſear 
for their client ; and propoſed to ſhew that he 
| had a majority over Mr. Potter, by diſqualify- 
ing ten of his votes, which would leave the 
numbers for Mr. Potter 41 5, and for IO 
Smyth 416. 
After a few more obſervations from the counſel 
or the fitting member, the committee, July 5, 
„ Refoived, That the election of Chriſt. Potter, 
Eq. for the borough of Colcheſter, having been 
declared void, the counſel be reſtrained from 
entering into any examination relative to the 
diſqualification of votes on the _ for the fag 
| 4 as | 


I corcurgres. 247 
; On the ſame day the chairman reported to the Y 
houſe, © That the committee had determined, as 
before ſtated, that the election for members to 


ſerve in parliament for the borough of Colcheſter, 


in the county of Eſſex, is, ſo far as relates to 


| Chriſtopher Potter, Eſq. a void election. 
A new writ was in conſequence ordered to be 
iſſued.” 81 5 


MALDEN. 
PorLrTicar ChARACTER.— The influence in 
this borough, if a poſitive one may be ſaid to 


exiſt, is betyeen Joſeph Holden Strut, Efq. and 
Charles Callis Weſtern, Eſq. the preſent mem 
bers. The houſe of commons having, with great 
2 juſtice, determined, that honorary freemen; and 


| freemen claiming their right by purchaſe, have 
not a right to vote for members to ſerve in par- 
liament for this place, effectually prevents the 
fabrication of votes for time- ſerving purpoſes, 


which has been practiſed at Durham, Carliſle, 


Seaford, and other places. The number not ex- 
ceeding 200, is too ſmall to place them beyond 
the graſp of venality and influence, as we have 
ſeen experienced by the conviction of the late 
Bamber Gaſcoigne, Eſq. for bribery, and cor- 
rupting the electors of this borough. 


— . — 
8 


— _ rated i Philip and Mary, 1554+ 


f 266 MALDEN. 

— _ Conporarion.—lt is at preſent governed by 
2 bailiffs, 8 aldermen, a ſteward, recorder, and 

x8 capital burgeſſes. It is a liberty within itſelf, 

and has a convenient harbour. It ws i 


Bonoven Enoure. "Iv 
b chat when a 
man dies inteſtate, his lands and tenements de- 
Wend to his youngeſt ſon ;; or, if he dies without 
Abe, to his youngeſt brother. This cuſtom is 
_ exrmed Borough Engliſh, and is ſaid to have ariſen 
from the lewdnefs and tyranny of the ancient 
feudal lords, who, when any of thoſe who held 
under them married, claimed the firſt night with 
the bride: as ſome doubt, therefore, naturally 
_ aroſe, whether the firſt-born child was legitimate, 
this cuſtom was eſtabliſhed to exclude. fuch child 
ferred, as being the moſt diſtant from ſuſpicion. 

Ricar or Ettcrtion, May 20, 1715, Mr. 
-- -—_ — IO 


CE com- 
mirree, that the right of election of metnbers to 
| ſerve in parliament for the borough of Mal- 
den, in the county of Eſſex, is in ſuch free- 
8 | men 


PPP 
men as do not receive alms, and are entitled 
to freedom by birth, marriage, or ſervitude. _ 
2, Resolved. That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that ſuch perſons who derive their 
right to freedom from honorary freemen of the 
borough of Malden , In the county of Eſſex, 
have not a right to vote in the election of 

members to ſerve in OO for the ſaid 

borough. 
A Refolved—That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that perſons claiming their freedom by 
purchaſe, and exerciſing trades within the 
borough of Malden, in the county of Eſſex, 
have not a right to vote in the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for the faid 
borough. 

4. Reſolved That i it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that John Comyns, ſerjeant at law, 
having, at the late election of members, to 
ſerve in parliament for the borough of Malden, 
in the county of Eſſex, wilfully refuſed to 
take the oath of qualification, as is directed 
by an act of parliament of the gth of Anne, 
entitled, An Act for ſecuring the freedom 
« of Parliaments, by the further qualifying the 
Members to fit in the Houſe of Commons,) 
though duly required ſo to do, and not having 
at any time before the meeting of this parlia- 
Vor. 88 c 5 ment 
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ment taken the ſaid oath, his election is there- 
by void. 

The faid reſolutions being feveratly read a 
| ſecond time, and the queſtion being ſeverally put 
upon the three firſt of the ſaid reſolutions, That 
the houſe do agree with the committee in the 
ſaid reſolutions ; ; 

It paſled in the negative. 

The reſt of the reſolutions being ſeverally 
read a ſecond time, were, upon the queſtion ſeve- 
rally put thereupon, ee eee eee 


Numztr or- VorzRs—19 5. 
Rzerenxxino Orric kus The two bailiffs. 
Patrxons—Mr. Strut and Mr. Weſtern. 


| Pzxs1oN. . 

In the penſion-liſt of Charles II. Sir Richard 
Wiſeman, one of the members for Malden, had 
— —·1 In gee 27 es of 


4 HARWICH. 
PoLItTicat CnaracttrR—This was formerly 


a treaſury borough, and numbered amongſt the 


appendages to the influence of government. But 
the celebrated John Robinſon, eſq. of parlia- 
mentary notoriety, - managed with ſo much dex- 
terity its political attachment, while he was in 

| . | 22 — 


IESTon.. - an; 
the employment of a late adminiſtration, as to 
| ſecure to himſelf that patronage, which * had 

before exerciſed officially. 

The right of election being in thi irty-two indi- 
viduals, moſt of whom are, by themſelves or their 
relations, in poſſeſſion of thoſe favours which the 
ex· ſecretary had ſo amply the power of diſtribu= 
ting, nothing but an oppoſition to a future admini- 
ſtrat ion can poſſibly ſhake the omnipotency of 

his influence: but as he poſſeſſes the lucrative 
office of ſurveyor- general of the crown lands, 
and a penſion of 1o00l. per annum, we preſume, 
upon his well-known attachment to good things, 

that ſuch an act of tergiverſation is not * to 

happen. | 
; CORPORATION. — This town was feſt made a bo- 
rough, and incorporated, in the reign of Edw. II. 
by Thomas Brotherton, earl of N orfolk, and 
marſhal of England. It received a new charter 
in the time of James I. by the intereſt of the 
learned and celebrated Edward Coke, the attor- 
ney- general, and afterwards recorder of this town 
for life. This charter, and all other i immunities 

belonging to the town, were, through the media- 
tion of Sir Harbottle Grimſtone, their recorder 
at that time, and maſter of the rolls, confirmed 
by Charles II. The corporation at preſent con- 
fiſts of: a mayor, choſen annually on St. 2 


8 Ts day, 


252 . HARWICH, 


day, out of eight aldermen. There is alſo a 
recorder and twenty-four capital burgeſſes. The 
mayor has the power of keeping admiralty 
courts, which have a- juriſdiction over all naval 

Rienr or ELtcTion.—April6, 1714, Reſolved, 
That the right of election to ſerve in parliament 
for the borough of Harwich, in the county of 
Eſſex, is in the mayor, aldermen, and capital 
| burgeſſes, or headboroughs of the ſaid borough, 

Nowstr or Vorzns—32. 

Reruaninc Orriczxx—The mayor. 

Paro John Robinſon, eſq. 

Pznsion. 

In the penſion-liſt of Charles IT. it appeared 
that Thomas King, eſq. a member for Harwich, 
kid a penſion of col. a ſeſſion, beſides meat, 
drink, and now and then a ſuit of clothes. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


"Tres couny is in the province of Canter- 
bury, and is a dioceſe of itſelf. It is divided 
into 30 hundreds, and contains one city, and 
25 market towns, in which are 280 pariſhes, 
26, 700 houſes, and 162,568 inhabitants, who 
| are 


" 
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are repreſented in parliament by eight members 
choſen as follows: Two knights of the ſhire for 
the county; two citizens for the city of Glou- 
ceſter; two burgeſſes for the borough of Ciren- 
ceſter; and two burgeſſes for the borough = 
| VII 


| GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 


PoLITICAL CranacrER The predominant | 
influence in this county is that of the Duke of | 
Beaufort, and the Earl of Berkeley. There was, 
indeed, a powerful. conteſt in 1776, upon Mr. 


Southwell being called to the houſe of peers, in 


which the numbers upon the poll were nearly , 7, 
. _- equal; but it was a conteſt between the intereſt 
of theſe two noblem n for ſuperiority : W. B. 


Cheſter, eſq. being ſupported by the former, 


and the Hon. George Cranfield Berkeley by the 


latter. Mr. Cheſter obtained the majority upon 
the poll: a petition was preſented and tried 


againſt his return, in which he eventually ſuc- 


ceeded. This was the firſt county petition tried 
under the Grenville act. The above noblemen 
are now coaleſced, and each has his friend in the 
repreſentation. 


83 A MEMBER 


— — — — —ũã—E⁊„-— —ü—ä— 
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284 GLOUCESTER. 
A MEMBER CHOSEN WITHOUT HIS CONSENT. 


It is fo far unneceſſary to be a candidate in 
order to be a member, that a perſon may be 
Choſen and returned without either his knowledge 
or conſent, This is proved by a circumſtance 
which happened at an election for this county, 


as reported by Glanville. The committee and 


the houſe determined, April 9, 1624, that Sir 
Thomas Eſtcourt, having a majority of votes on 
the poll, was duly elected and returned, although 
be bud declared, at the eleien, that be defrred not 


to be choſen. 

GLOUCESTER. | 
Poirricat Craractir — This city is at pre- 
ſent independent ;. a remarkable inſtance of which 
was given upon the death of Sir Charles Barrow, 
in 1789, when the citizens oppoſed the intereſt 
df the duke of Norfolk, and, after a poll of fifteen 
| days, obtained a victory by a majority of one 
The Duke of Norfolk is an alderman and.re- 
corder of this corporation, and moſt of the body 
corporate are in his grace's intereſt. Lord 


Viſcount Sydney has an intereſt in the city, ariſing 
: from 
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Re hes property he inherits of the late George 
Selwyn, elqg. _ 
| CorPorRaTIOn.—According to Sir Robert 
Atkins' Hiſtory of Glouceſterſhire, this city was 
incorporated by Henry III. when he was crowned 
there. It was then governed by a mayor, alder- 
men, &c. But the inhabitants reſigning their 
charter, in 1672, to Charles II. he granted them 
another'in the 24th of his reign, by which the 
city and county is governed by a ſteward, mayor, 
12 aldermen, a recorder, two ſheriffs, 26 com- 
mon council, a town clerk, a ſword bearer, and 
four ſerjeants at mace. For the better regulating 
the trade of the city, there are twelve companies, 
_ -whoſe maſters attend, in their gowns, the mayor, 
i on all public occaſions : theſe are the mercers, 
in which are included the apothecaries, grocers, 
and chandlers; the weavers, the tanners, the 
butchers, the bakers, the ſmiths and hammer- 
men, among whom are the goldſmiths, iron- 
mongere, coopers, and joiners; the ſhoemakers, 
metal-men, taylors, barbers, and glovers. 
-- Ricur or ELecTIon—ls in the inhabitants 
and freemen. TE | 
NUMBER OF VoTEeR8—3000. 
RETURNING Orriezxs— The ſheriffs 
Paro None. | 


. „% ũ ꝶ1 em. 
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CIRENCESTER. 


THIS borough has been form any years at the 
diſpoſal! of Earl Bathurſt, who has a feat in the 
neighbourhood, and poſſeſſes a conſiderable pro- 
perty in the town and its vicinity. His lordſhip 
is alſo lord of the manor of this borough, and his 
ſteward aſſumes the powers of returning officer, 
the charter having been forfeited ſo long fince as 
_ the reign of Elizabeth. 

There have been many reſolutions of the com- 
mittees of the houſe on the right of election for 
this borough, but none of them have received the 
ſanction of the houſe of commons; the ricur 
is conſequently undefined. The only reſolution 
upon the journals is, the general one of the 1ſt of 
May, 1624, which neither excludes any part of 
the borough, nor any deſcription of its inhabi- _ 
zants : but the ſteward of Earl Bathurſt, who acts 
as returning officer, rejects the votes of the 
Abbey, the Emery, and the Springate - lane, 
which he juſtifies under a reſolution of a com- 
mittee of 1709, though that reſolution . 
tived by the houſe of commons. 

Mr. Creſwell made a ſucceſsful oppoſition to 
' this intereſt in 1768, and Mr. Preſton did the 
*** 1790, at the riſk of 


a peti- 


CIRENCESTER, ä 


a petition, which” coſt foveral bend pounds, 
to aſcertain. a right of election, where compli-— 


cCated errors have rendered the taſk impoſſible. 


CoRPoRATION. — This town being incorpo- | 


rated, as above, by Henry IV. it was governed by 


a a mayor, two conſtables, and the commonalty, 
| who were deemed part of the corporate body : | 


but this charter was cancelled in _ reign of 
Elizabeth. 

 Rricur or ELtcrrion.—May 21, 1634. That 
where no cuſtom nor charter for election, there 


the inhabitants houſeholders ought to Ow the 


election, 


Nov. 4, 1 690. Nebel by the e t 
that the inhabitants of the borough of Cirenceſter 
(i in com. Glouceſter.) receiving a charitable dona- 


tion, commonly called Se- money, have not a right 


to vote in electing OE to ſerve in par- 


Liament. 


Reſolved, That as inhabitants of the vio 5 


of Cirenceſter being inmates, have no right to 
vote in electing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament. 
Upon the queſtion, the houſe did not agree 


upon the firſt reſolution, but _— unto the | 


| ſecond, 
Dec. 8, 1709. The queſtion being put, tat 
the Inhabitants of the Abbey, the Emery, and the 


Sprite 


„ 
* » ; 
Py 
» 
— — : 
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Springate-lane (not receiving alms) have a right 
to vote in electing members to ſerve in parlia- 
—— (com. Glou- 
ceſter); 3 
: A 
The ſtate of the poll at the laſt election was, 
For Lord Apſley =: aL 
Riciard Maſter, eſq. 262 
Robert Preſton, eſq. 254 
Nomen or VorTtr&—boo. —_ 
RerTurnixc Orricer—The ſteward, 
Parxox—Earl of Bathurſt, 


TEWKESBURY. 


Potiricat Cnaractir —This borough is not 
under the immediate influence of any individual. 
Its independence is evinced by the honour it 
derives from ſo exemplary a repreſentative as 
Mr. James Martin, whoſe integrity has mani- 
feſted that rigid virtue, which ſo deſervedly 
ennobled the Grecian and Roman character. 
To the honour of the Britiſh ſenate it ſhould 


be recorded, that being offered a ſhare in the 
very advantageous loan of 1783, to a very great 
amount, he diſplayed the true dignity of parlia- 


—_— EIN by communicating to the 
houſe 
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| houſe the inſult that he conceived to be offered 
to the legiſlative aſſembly of the nation. 
| ANCIENT REPRESENTATION.—This town re- 
ceived firſt its privileges from Edward II. which 
were confirmed by ſeveral of his ſucceſſors ; but 
it did not return to parliament 8 88 the Ith of 
James the Firſt. 
| CorpoRaTION.—Tewkefbury being re- incor- 
porated by James I. it was then governed by 
24 burgeſſes, from whom are choſen annually two 
bailiffs, who are the ruling magiſtrates, and have 
juriſdiction within the borough, excluſive of the 
Juſtices of the peace for the county. 
Ricar or ELECTION.—Is in the magiſtrate 


and inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 


NUMBER OF e TIO to be about 


500. 
Rerunnme renten —The bali, 


— - 
—_—  —— | * — ” —— 


HAMPSHIRE. 


'Tras county, excluſive of the Ille of Wight, is 
divided into 39 hundreds, containing one city, 
20 market towns, and 253 pariſhes. It lies in the 
province of Canterbury, and the dioceſe of Win- 
cheſter. It ſends 26 members to parliament, 
returned as follows: Two knights by the county, 


280 | POR18MOUTH. | 
and two burgeſſes by each of the following towns; 
Southampton, . Portſmouth, Newport, Yarmouth, 
and Newton in the Iſle of Wight, Lymington or 
— Chriſtchurch, Andover, Whitchurch, 
PorTicat Cnaracter.—This county has, 
from its maritime fituation, many ports in it, 
where a great aumber of cuſtom-houſe officers, 
and others, umer the immediate controul of 
government, reſide. The intereſt ariſing from 
this connexion, as well as from the dock-yard at 
Portſmourh, is ſo great, as to ſuperſede ariſtocracy 
Irfelf; and the adminiſtration for the time being 
« have generally the nomination of its members, 
which may be caſily evinced by the laſt _— 
when the numbers were, for 
Sir W. Heathcote, bart. 2013 
William Chute, eſq. - 1805 
Lord J. Ruſſel. — 1290 
Te ln ly — 1232 


PORTSMOUTH. 

Porrricat Craractir —The right of elec- 
ton in this town being excluſive in the corpora- 
tion, conſiſting of a mayor, recorder, 12 aldermen, 
und an indefinite number of burgeſſes, like that 
of Plymouth, the ſame influence prevailed here 
for a great number of years, and the admiralty 
SO Es was 
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was Jad ee to have the Ates bb : 


members. This corporation, however, being 


chiefly compoſed of men of independent fortunes, - 


and inimical- to the American war, and to the 
unconſtitutional meafures of Lord North's admi- 
niſtration, refuſed to accept the miniſterial nomi- 


nation of the late Peter Taylor, eſq. the army 
commiſſary, upon the death of the late Sir Mat- 


thew Featherſtonhaugh, in 1774, and invited 
Joſhua Iremonger, of Wherewell, in this county, 
a a gentleman of great opulence and independence, 
to oppoſe the government intereſt. The patriotic 
party had not yet acquired a, ſufficient ſtrength - 


to overcome that influence which had uſually 
prevailed here, ſo that Mr. Taylor carried his 


election by a majority of three votes. 
This oppoſition to government irritated them 


to ſuch a pitch, as to cauſe them, the enſuing. 
term, to move the court of King's Bench for in- 


formations in the nature of Quo Warraxto, againſt 
the mayor, ' ſeveral of the aldermen, and 63 of 
the burgeſſes. Theſe informations having been 
ſeverally obtained, and trials had thereon, judg- 
ment of ouſter was iſſued againſt the whole 
number. Similar informations were then moved 
on behalf of the patriotic againſt the miniſte- 


— 
* \ 


262 PORTSMOUTH. 

rial party, and 29 of the latter were likewiſe. 
Theſe judgments left the corporation without 
a mayor or recorder: only four aldermen remained 
in their offices, and a few of the burgeſſes. Admi- 
' niftration had now ſo far ſucceeded, as to have 
a dear majority in this garbled corporation; but, 
of the four remaining aldermen, Wm. Carter, 
en. cfq. Mr. White, Mr. Linzee, and Mr. Var- 
toe, the two former being in the independent 
intercſt, and the two latter in that of government; 
and as the power of making aldermen, and nomi - 
nating candidates for the office of mayor, is veſted 
by the bye-laws of the corporation in the court of 
aldermen, no election could legally be made for 
either. The majority of burgeſſes who were in 
the intereſt of government, however, aſſembled, 
and aſſumed to themſelves a power of chooſing a 
mayor, and elected Mr. Monday, an officer of the 
cuitors in this port, and one of the burgeſſes, 
into that office. This election being illegal, 
judgment of ouſter was ſoon obtained againſt 
him; but the burgeſſes ſtill perſevered in the ſame 
mode of election ; and as often as judgment of 
ouſter was obtained againſt one, they ſet about 
electing another of their own party, and continued 
this practice for nearly nine years, at the expira- 


tion 
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tion of which time, Linzee and Varloe, the two 
miniſterial aldermen, died, and left the corporate 
power in the hands of their opponents. The Earl 
of Sandwich, who had been confidered the patron 
and ſupporter of the miniſterial party in this bo- 
rough, being about this time removed from the 
office of firſt lord of the admiralty, they loſt that 
ſupport by which they were enabled for ſo OY" 
years to carry on their oppoſition. 

The two remaining aldermen, Carter and 
White, having now the ſole command of the 
corporation , and the election of mayor of neceſ- 
ſity falling upon one of. them, Mr. Carter was 
accordingly choſen on the Michaelmas my fol- 
lowing. | 

The corporation Ke once more i "= 
legal form, a court of aldermen was held, the 
vacancies were- filled up, and a number of new 
burgeſſes elected, of ſuch a character and inde- 
pendence, as placed them beyond the reach of 
improper influence. Sir John Carter, eldeſt ſon 
of the above- named alderman, has ever fince been 
. conſidered the leader and patron of this corpora- 
tion. The conſtitutional objections which we 
have to make againſt them are, that the majority 
of them are non-reſidents ;.and that by their 
conſtitution "oY elect each other, without the 

ſuffrages 
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fulfrages of the inhabitants, who are thereby not 
only ſecluded from their natural right of their 
choice of magiſtrates, but alſo from the more im- 
portant one, of delegating their repreſentatives to 
the legiſlature, in whom is the diſpoſal of their 
liberty, life, and property. 
Rienr or ELecT1ion is in the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes of the faid borough only, 1695, 
Ancitxnt STATE AND REPRESENTATION. — 
This town, which may, from having the only 
regular fortification in the kingdom, be termed 
the Key of England, was burnt by the French in 
the reign of Richard II. At firſt, the town was 
fortified by a timber wall lined with earth; but 
Edward IV. built two forts of free-ſtone at the 
entrance of the harbour, and Henry VII. made it 
a garriſon. This town ſent members as MW 
Wincheſter did, which was 23 Edw. I. 
Ooarona ct N. Portſmouth was laſt incorpo- 
rated by Charles I. It is governed by a mayor, 
recorder, 12 aldermen, «—ͤ—é.k.. —„ 
of burgeſſes. | 
RicnT or Euacrion,— an. 24, 1695, Re- 
felved, That the right of election of burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament for the borough of Portſ- 
moth (in Com. Southampton) is in the mayor, 


alderman, and burgeſſes of the faid borough on'y- 
Feb. 


— 
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Feb. 3, 1710, Reſolved, That Poſepb Whiteborng \ 
0 who was elected mayor of the borough of 
| Portſmouth on the roth day of December, 1709. 
and had not duly qualified himfelf for that office 
according to law, by taking the Sacrament of the 
7 Lord's Supper according .to the rites of the 
church of England, within one year next before 
his election, was not legal mayor of the b 
borjogh. Yo 
_ + Reſolved, That the: W elected aur ring 
che faid. pretended mayoralty of the ſaid Mr. 
MWbiteborn, are not legal aldermen, and the bur- 
geſſes elected during his pretended mayoralty, 
have not a right to vote in elections of members 
to ſerve in e _ the ſaid e of 
Portſmouth. - EE | 
_" NuMBER or 3 


| RerTurNING OrriceR—The mayor. 
ParRON— Sir * Carter. 


SouTHAMP TON. Fact 
ee CHARACTER.— This Wen which | 
is a county of itſelf, is remarkable for the-reſpec- ; 
tability of its corporation, which, like that of 
Poole, to which it is nearly fimilar in its conſti- 
tution, is denominated the mayor, bailiffs, and 
burgeſſes, though it is is cuſtomary; as at Poole, to 

. 83 


0 
* * 
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compliment ſuch of its a 
_ the office of mayor, with the title of alderman. 
The late Hans Stanley, of famous memory, 
repreſented this town near thirty years, and was fo 
profuſe in the diſtribution of court favours, which 
it is well known were at his diſpoſal, as to bring 
it into the vortex of government boroughs. So 
unſtable, however, is gratitude thus procured, ' 
that they turned his nephew, the preſent Hans 
— Er CIT « very few 
years after his death. 
| The influence in this town is principally, in the 
corporation, although the right of election is in 
the inhabitant houſcholders paying ſcot and lot, 
and their number is near ſix hundred. The cor- 
poration have the power of making non-reſident, 
or honorary burgeſſes; but * have not yet 
abuſed it to any extent. | 
Conrrorarion,—This is the county town, and. 
was incorporated by Hen. II. and John. It was 
next made a county of itſelf, by Hen. VI. who 
thus rendered it independent of the Lord-licu- 
tenant of the county. By its laſt charter, granted 
by Charles I. the corporation conſiſts of a mayor, 
recorder, ſheriff, and two bailiffs : all thoſe who 
have ſerved any of the foregoing offices, conſtitute. 


the common-council, which conſequently are 
| unlimited 
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Unlimited ; but the corporation have a power of 
_ chooſing burgeſſes, who, although not members of 
the common-council, are yet of the corporation, 
and have therefore votes. There are eleven juſ- 
tices of the peace; namely, the mayor for the 
time being, the biſhop of Wincheſter, the recorder, 
the laſt mayor, five aldermen, and two burgeſſes. 
All who have paſſed the chair are aldermen. The 
corporation have ſeveral officers, as, a town-clerk, 
four ſerjeants at mace, þ town-crier, &c. The 
mayor and bailiffs have a court for the recovery 
of ſmall debts. All cauſes are tried in the 
Guildhall, where the quarter ſeſſions are alſo held. 
The mayor is admiral of the liberties, from South- 
Sea Caſtle, near Portſmouth, to Hurſt Caſtle, 
which is ſeated on a neck of land that runs fo far 
into the ſea as to form the ſhorteſt 8 to the 
Iſle of Wight. | 
It was here that bite rid jculed his fartering 
C.ourtiers, by fitting crowned, and in his royal* 
' robes, on the bank of the river, forbidding the 
ride to approach his foot-ſtool ; bur the ſea, deaf 
to his commands, and regardleſs of his threats, 
continued its wonted courſe, and wetting his ma- 
Jeſty's feet and robes, he ſtarted up, and upbraided 
thoſe ſycophants with the groſſneſs of their flar- 
our in precencing that all nature obeyed him. 
MW * Le 
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« Let this convince you, and all the world,” added 
be, * that the power of the greateſt monarch is 
poor and weak, and that none is truly worthy of 
the title of king, but he, whoſe will being an 
eternal law, the heavens, the earth, and the ſez 
obey.” 

Mont or Eurcrion.— Dec. 31, 1689, Re. 

ed, That the right of election of burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament for the town and county of 
Southampron, is in the EC LANG 
of the ſaid town. 
Aarch 17, 1695, Reſolved, That the colin 
burgeſſes, as well as the burgeſſes inhabitants, 
and other inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, have a 
right to vote for electing members to ſerve in par- 
liament for the town, and county of the town, of 
Southampton. 

RerurxinG Orricers. April 3, 1735; Re. 
ved, That the mayor and bailiffs of the towns 
and county of the town of Southampton, are the 
— | 


A SHERIFF RETURNED 10 PARLIAMENT. 


The inhabitants of Southampton having pre- 
ſented a petition againſt the .return of Mr. Fle- 

ming to ſerve them in parliament, in conſequence 
'of his being ſheriff CORY: the time of 

his- 
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his election, a committee was appointed to take 
the ſaid petition. into their conſideration. The 
committee met on the 1oth of Feb. 1777, and, 
after hearing counſel and evidence, determined 
on the 12th Feb. that the fitting member (Mr. 
Fleming) was duly elected. The chief ground 
of their deciſion was, that this town, being a 
county of itſelf, and that the mayor and bailiffs 
proceeded to the election by virtue of a rit from 


the crown, and not under the authority of a pre- 


cept from the ſheriff of Hampſhire, it did not 
incapacitate the fitting member. . 
NuMBEr'or VoTeRs—About 600. 


| ' STOCKBRIDGE. 


Por rrI CAI. CnaxAcrER.— The right of election 
in this borough is in the inhabitants houſe-keepers, 


>; paying ſcot and lot. The frequent petitions which 


have been preſented to parliament on the ſcore of 
bribery, ſhew, either that this borough is more 


than ordinarily open to corruption, or that it is 


more ſhameleſ: s in the exerciſe of it. The peti- 
tion of Mr. Barham and Mr. Porter, againft 


Major Scot and Mr, Cator, the ſitting members, 
has * brought a ſyſtem of bribery before the . 


72 ne 


 ReTurNING api DM and bai- 


— 
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houſe, more diſgraceful than even thoſe which 
have been related of Shafteſbury, Hindon, Crick- 
lade, or Shoreham, and cauſed a bill to be brought 
into parliament for the disfranchiſement of the 
borough ; but, by the uſual management prac- 
tiſeu upon theſe occaſions, it was diſpoſed of by 
a tfide-wiad motion. Mr. Barham is now pur- 
chafing up tac houſes in the borough, and is 
likely co become ſole proprietor of it. | 
The bailiff, who is generally an inn-keeper, or 
one dependant upon an inn-keeper, is the returning 
olg At elections: for it is ſaid that the inn-keeper, 
in order to have an opportunity of receiving bribes 
upon theſe occaſions, without being liable to the 
penalty, has frequently procured one of his own 

hoftlers to be elected bailiff, and has himſelf care. 
ried the mace deſore him. 2 
The ingeniovs Sir Richard Steele, who repre- 
ſented this borough in the reign of Queen Anne, 
carried his election againſt a powerful oppoſition, 
by the merry expedient of ſticking a large apple 
full of guineas, and declaring it ſhould be the 
prize of that man whoſe wife ſhould firſt be 
brought to-bed after that day nine months. This, 
we are told, procured him the intereſt of the 
women, who are ſaid to commemorate Sir Rich- 
ard's bounty to this day, and once made a ſtre- 
| nuous 
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nucus effort to procure a ſtanding the of the 
corporation, that no man ſhould ever be re- 
ceived as a candidate who did not offer him- 
ſelf on the ſame terms. 


BRIBER Y. 


November 1 «th, 1689, 1. Upon ſpecial report 
from the committee of priv ileges and elections. 
of groſs and notorious bribery at an election 
for the borough of Stockbridge, in com. South- | 
ampton, 

Reſolved, That W. ede eſq. is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough of Stockbridge. 

2. Reſolved, That W. Strode, eſg. is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, &c. | 

3. Reſolved, That the ſaid election is a void 
election. 
> - Ordered, That Richard 1 the bailiff, ; 

P. Robinſon Gatehouſe, and S. Hall, be ſent for 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, for giving 
and taking bribes at the ſaid election. 1 
5. Reſolved, That W. Montague, eſq. be 
diſabled from being elected a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for the faid borough of 


| Stockbridge. 8 
W 6. That 
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65. That a debate ariſing touching the dif- 
franchifing the ſaid borough for ever hereafter 
from ſending burgeſſes ro parliament, and that 
inſtead thereof two more knights of the ſhire be 
choſen for the county of Southampton. 
Rabe, That the debate be adjourned till 
Monday morning next, at ten o'clock, 
Nevember 27th, 1789. 7. A petition of 
R. Hewes, &c. inhabitants of Stockbridge, that 
they were very ſorry they had incurred the diſ- 
Pleaſure of the houſe by diſcouraging the giving 
money, and. by other irregularities at the late 
election there, which they had not done, but that 
they were ſo near ruin by the late king's army 
continually quartering upon them, and praying 
the conſideration of the houſe, and to be dif. 
carged from their confinements. The petitioners 
being called vp, and ſeverely reproved by Mr, 
— . 
Paying their fees, 
8. Reſolved, That the ſaid election for the ſaid 
— TOP A 00s 
election. - 
„ Reſolved, That the bill be brought in for 


| Gilabling the ſaid borough of Stockbridge to 
ſend burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the 


And 
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And the ſaid bill was brought in the ſame 
ſeſſion, and 855 a firſt and ſecond time, nn. 
mitted. 
Ith 8 8 10. A petition of the 
bailiffs and inhabitants of the ſaid borough of 
Stockbridge was preſented to the houſe and read, 
praying that the bill may be withdrawn, and that 
the ancient frame and conſtitution of the faid 
borough, in ſending members to amen may: 
not be altered. 

Reſolved, That the aid petition be rejected. 

Eodem die, 11. Another petition of the bailiff 
and inhabitants of the town of Stockbridge, pray- 
ing to be heard by their counſel * the ſaid 
bill, was alſo rejected. 
12. And the bill was afterwards engralſed, an] 
read a third time; but on the third reading the 
queſtion being pur that the bill do paſs, 

It paſſed in the negative; and afterwards, @_ 

April 19th, 1694, A motion being made, and 
the queſtion being put, that a warrant be now 
directed to the clerk of the crown to make out 
a new. writ for the electing a burgeſs to ſerye ig 
this preſent parliament for the borough of Stock 
bridge, in the county of Southampton, in the 
room of Richard Whitbread, eſq. | 


1 paſſed i in the 8 


22 f. 
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22*® Februarii, 1793. 

The Hon. Edward James Eliot reported from 
EM tag, ERIE 
merits of the Stockbridge petition ; - 5 

That John Cator, eſq. I Scot, were 
nor duly elected; 
= That Joſeph Foſter Barham, eſq. and George 
Porter, eſq. were duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned ; 

= Thas Wilton Newman was the proper e. 
turning officer at the laſt election for the ſaid 
borough of Stockbridge ; 
« That it appears to this committee, That 
there was the moſt notorious bribery and corruption 
at the laſt election of members to IVE Tn this 

= That it is the opinion of this committee, 
That the faid bribery and corruption require the 
mof ſerious confideration of parliament. 

That the faid report be taken into further 
conſideration on the th day of March next.” 
—  Aﬀeer ſeveral adjournments, it was ordered, on 
the 1$th day of March following, That leave 
de given to bring in a bill for preventing bribery | 
| and corruption in the election of members to ſerve 


— rr rec 
| 20 Marti. 


\ 


N 
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220˙ Marti. 7 
1 E. J. Eliot preſented to the houſe a bill 
for the preventing bribery and corruption in the 
election of members to ſerve in parliament for 
the borough of Stockbridge, &c. | 5 
A motion being made, That leave be given to 
bring in a bill to incapacitate William Bern, 
John Horner, William Horner, James Cooper, 
William Eles, William Thomas, Thomas Hamer, 
John Hulbert, John Hulbert ſenior, James Gor- 
nal, George Woodford, Thomas Major, John 
Abbot, Thomas Mabberley, William Beaumont, 
John Goddard, John Bern ſenior, Joſeph Nicho- 
las, Benjamin Rogers, Charles Stanbridge, Tho- 
mas Cooper, John Elton ſenior, William Elton, 
Richard Geary, John Ventham, William Briant, 
Edward Hayter, William Cooper, Charles Blun- 
den, John Woodley, Robert Gatehouſe, William 
Tonge, John Hulbert ſenior, Charles Salter, Ibn 
Pither, Job Darnford, John Boſcall, William 
Tibble, Hugh Goddard, Edward Bartley, Hugh 
Cooper, John Saunders, John Edmonds, James 
Harris, Thomas Haines, John Elton ſenior, James 
Elton, Joſiah James, Joſeph Coles, John Arlett, 
William Haines, George Sainſbury, Edward Wigg, . 
William Spencer, William Stacey, William Hal. 
bert, Samuel Cole, William Hayter, George 
| Reekes, 
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88 Solomon Bedford, Thomas Miller, Joon 
Bixey, and John Tultley,* electors of members 
to ſerve in parliament for the borough of Stock- 
bridge, from voting hereaſter at elections of 
members to ſerve in parliament. 

Petitions were preſented and heard againſt the 
above bill, which were productive of various 
- adjournments; til an adjournment: beyond the 
 felfion, as in the caſe of Hindon, n 
took place, and the bill was loſt. 

Theſe worthy clectors are Shades il at 
liberty to return two members to the houſe of 
commons every ſuccecding parliament, to repre- 
ſent ſeven millions of people in the Britiſh 
ſenate ! » 


- 


PoLrTicat Anzcpor. 

In a penſion-liſt publiſhed in the” reign of 
Charles II. there appears the following extraor- 
* Ginary paragraph: 
| * Sir Robert Howard (member for Stockbridge) 
auditor of the receipts of the exchequer, £.3000 
per annum. Many great places and boons he has 
| Had; but his wh—uphil, ſpends all, and now 
_ refuſes to marry him.” 


Newdas 


. majority of th 
— | | 


roc K BRIO. = 
"NUMBER or VoTrrs 1702. 
CoxronATIO None. ä 
Rronr or ELecTion—lIs in all the inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot. | 
ReTurnixG Oerrcnn—A titular bailiff. 
Pars on—l. F oſter Barham, eſq. 


| CHRISTCHURCH. | 


-PoLtTicat CnAxAerkk. — There does n not ap- 
: par upon the journals of the houſe of commons 
any reſolution reſpecting the right of election in 
this borough ; but Brown Willis, and every other | 
parliamentary writer, ſtates it to be in the inhabi- 
tants houſeholders, paying ſcot and lot. The 
corporation have, however, aſſumed to themſelves 
the excluſive right, for a number of years, without- 
any oppoſition from the inhabitants, and exerciſe 
it at preſent with wonderful addreſs and e 
ment. 2 
Edward Hooper, eſa. of: Herne Courts near 
this borough, ſenior commiſſioner of the cuſtoms, 
has for near fifty years had the controuling intereſt 
of this corporation, the direction of which he has 
lately ſurrendered to Lord Malmeſbury. But 
Mr. Roſe, of the treaſury, in ĩmitation of his pre- 
deceſſor, John Robinſon, at Harwich, has, ſince 
his purchale of the eſtate at Cufnells, in the New . 
"FN le . — 
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Foreſt, conceived it convenient to realiſe a ſimilar 
Influence, and has accordingly directed the tre- 
fury artillery againſt the electors of Chriſtchurch 
A furrender was ſoon obtained, and a capitulation 
agreed on, by which Mr. Roſe is allowed the 
nomination of one of its members. Should any 
two gentlemen, however, think it proper to offer 
themſclves at a future vacancy on the right of the 
inhabirants, and take the ſenſe of a committee 
of the houſe of commons by petition, on the 
validity of their claim of ſuffrage, there is the beſt 
founded preſumption of ſucceſs, as they have not 
contrary reſolutions of former committees to 
Combat, as in the caſes of Pomfret and Poole, 
but a clear and diſtinct right eſtabliſhed by pre- 
Ecription, and oppoſed only by an arbitrary mo- 
mopoly, ſanctioned by a corrupt uſage of a ſhort 
_ Rronr or Erxcrion—In the inhabitants 
houſcholders, paying ſcot and lot; but at preſent 


— — be. Salons maavemd ex- 


clufively. 
Ma Gi Gras; 
aldermen, bailiffs, and a common-council. 
Nun or Vorzas—24 
Reruaxixc Orricex—The mayor. 
 Parzons Lord Malmeſbury, * George 
Maron 


„ 
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 Maror or CHRISTCHURCH. | = 
It was determined in the caſe of the mayor 

of Chriſtchurch, in the King's Bench (Stra. 

1090) that a bare ſwearing in, and acting, does 

not make a man an officer, de falko, and that, 

unleſs there is ſome form of election, he is a 
mere uſurper. 


LYMIN GTON. 


PoLtTIca eus corporation in 
this borough, conſiſting of the mayor and bur- 
geſſes, have the excluſive right of the election of 
members of parliament, and are all under the 

influence of Sir Harry Burrard, bart. by whoſe 
means the majority of them have obtained a 
number of thoſe benevolences, which render 
them indeed obnoxious to Mr. Crew's bill; 
but are, notwithſtanding that, liberally diſtri- 
buted by the treaſury amongſt the immaculate 
boroughs. | | 
 Corrorarion.—This ancient borough is a 
corporation by preſcription, conſiſting of a titular 


mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, without  limita- _ 


tion; the mayor is annually choſen by the bur- 
geſſes within and without the borough, and fworn 


at the court-leet of the lord of the manor. 
; Rronr 


aw TYMINGTOS. 


Ricur or ELzcron. 


Osler 29, 1691. Refolved, That the mayor 
and burgeſſes of Lymington only have a right 
welt a burgels to ſerve in parliament for that 

Fan. 18, 1695. Reſolved, That the right of 
clecting burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the 
borough of Lymington is not in the mayor, bur- 
Sela, and commonalty of the ſaid borough, 
paying ſcot and lot. ; 

Reſolved, That the right of eleing members 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough of 
| Lymington, is only in the mayor and burgeſſes of 

Lymington, excluſive of the commonalty, paying 

Jan. 11, 1710. Keſobved, That the right = 
Section of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament ſor 

the borough of Lymington, in the county of 
Southampton, is not in the mayor, burgeſſes, 
und inhabitants of the faid — not re- 
_ cciviag alms. - 

a r 
geiles to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 
Lymington, in the county of Southampton, is 
in the mayor and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough 

ealy. | 


No ta 


* 
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 Numszr or VoTers—18. - 
ReruzninG Oericex—The mayor. 


YARMOUTH, ISLE OF WIGHT. 

Pol ITIcAL CHaracTter.—Contains about 50 
houſes, cottages included. The right of election 
is in the capital and free burgeſſes. The free bur- 

geſſes are choſen from the capital burgeſſes; and 
are unlimited by the conſtitution of the 3 3 
* at preſent there afe only nine. : 
r. Holmes, and Mr: Jervois Clarke Jetvois; 
13 each their friends and dependants as bure 
geſſes ; and by mutual compact have agreed that 
each ſhall nominate one of the two members. The 


capital burgeſſes are equally ane between the 
two parties, as follows 5 


No. 8 Mr. Holmes. 


/ 


2.— — - His brorher-in-aw. 
3. ([ “?— His own brother. 
* e — His brother-in-law. 
| 5. = — — His ſon-in-law. : 
6. ——— The recorder of Newport, 
7. Mr. Jervois. 3 
8. F 8 has good 5 


. preferment by incaus of 
3 „ Jervois's intereſt, : 
. 


22 YARMOUTH. 
Mr. Jervis's friends liv 


9, 10. 
in London. 
11, 12. Live in or near Havant. 


| Fart Bunckss zs. 
No. 1. A near relation of Mr. Holmes. 

2. A gentleman of Wiltſhire. 

3» 4+ Doubtful if _— —_— with 

No. 2. 
5. Formerly a tenant to Lord © Day 
6. Ditto, and now to Mr. Holmes. 

F. Ditto. 

8. A barber and ſlopſeller, the only 1 

9. Collector of the ſalt duties in Cheſhire, 

formerly in the Iſle of Wight. 
Theſe free burgefſcs are of old ſtanding, and 

will not be made capital. Formerly they were 
many (the number being unlimited) ; but in the 
ver 1756, after a diſpute between Mr. Holmes 
and Mr. Jervois, and the Leigh family of North 
Court, in the iſland (of which Mr. Jervois's lady 
was a part), a compromiſe took place, by which ir 
was Rtipulared, that a great number of free bur- 
geiles, then newly made, ſhould be disfranchiſed, 
which was accordingly done ; that each party 
ſhould thenceforth name one member; and, to 
keep the intereſts even, whenever a capital burgeſs 
mould die, the fide to which be belonged ſhould 


1MMe- 
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immediately nominate another perſon to be a free 
burgeſs, and then make him __ as n 5 
i: this Rate of fats, i it i plain has 5A - 
members of Newport and Yarmouth are returned 
by only two perſons; three by Mr. Holmes, with 
the miniſter's aſſiſtance, and one by Mr. Jervois. - 
The members for Newton ate choſen at preſent 
by four perſons; in all, ſix members, by fix clector 
only: and this ſmall body may be further dimi- 
niſhed by an union of intereſts in the boreugh 
of Newton, between the Worſley family and 
Mr. Holmes; in which cafe four men would - 
return ſix perſons to repreſent them in parliament. 
If this unadorned recital does not impreſs on the 
mind the fulleſt conviction of the abſolute neceſſity 
of ſome reform in the repreſeritation, it is ſurely | 
fair to conclude, that the utmoſt power of reaſon 
and elequence would be exerted in vain. c 
Cokrox Aron confiſts of a mayor and twelve 
burgeſſes, according to a 22 e in the 
Ith of James I. 
Reicht or ELECTION. April 1175, 1717, Re- 
| ſolved, That the bye-law made the 21ſt of Sept. 
1670, by the mayor and five chief burgeſſes of 
Yarmouth in the Iſle of Wight, being the major 
part of the chief burgeſſes then exiſting for 


2  clecting | 


e 
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eloing fre burgſſs by the mayor nd five chi! 
burgeſſes, was a good bye-law. 

| 19 Fas. 1769, Reſolved, That Thomas Grimes, 
eq. being elected a chief burgeſs during the pre- 
tended mayoralty of John Leigh, eſq. whom the 
Houſe reſol ved was not legally elected a chief 
burgeſs of the ſaid borough, was therefore inca- 
| pable of being clected mayor of the ſaid borough, | 
on the 21ſt of September, 1765. 

Refolved, That the Rev. Dr. Walker, and the 
Rev. Mr. John Oglander, being elected chief 
burgeſſes during the pretended mayoralty of the 
faid Thomas Grimes, were not legal chief bur- 
gelles of the ſaid borough. 

Reſolved, That the election of the emp. ve 
fee burgeſſes, objected to by the counſel for the 
petitioners, elected during the preſent mayoralty 
of the faid Thomas Grimes, eſq. at an aſſembly, 
in which the faid Dr. Walker and Mr. Oglander 
attended, and voted as two of the five chief bur- 
delle in the clection of che ſaid twenty burgeſſes, 
was illegal and void. 

Nunztr or Vorzxs— 21. 

Rzruxxixe Orricex—The mayor. 


NEWTON, oz NEWTOWN. 
| PoteTicat, Cuaractrs. It is a decayed place, 


eontaining only about ro cottages, and of courfe 
7 very 
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very ber inhabitants. The right of election is 
attached to 39 borough lands, or burgage tenures. 
One elector only reſides in the place; the burgage 
tenures are in the following hands: the real 
owners convey them to their relations, friends, or: 
 dependants for life, but in confidence to vote as 
directed by them. The number has been in- 
creaſed to 39 by ſplitting 3; which are therefore 
conceived not to be good yore: =: 


Sir Richard Worſley (of theſe, 2 are li) - 
Sir John Barrington : 8 yo 
Mr. Holmes (of theſe 1 are folic). 7 
Sir William Oglander, as truſtee for William 
the ſon of Edward Meaux . eſq. 


3 ſplit) 3 
Sir William Oglander 2 
John Urry, eſq. = 
The co-heirs of John Leigh, eſq. 3 
Maurice Biſſet, eſq. 1 
The heir of Robert Pope Blachford, , e. 45 

William Hill, eſq. 1 

| William Wy a huſbandman | I 

20 
U 3 Prom 


8 „ Twoof thee were fald by Loed Edgecumbe to Sir Richard | 
Worſley in 1782 for 1000 3 N only two decayed 
collages, 


* - 


= NEWTOWN. 
From whence we may ſee that the number of 
actual voters is about 33. The revenzo-olicers | 
bill has taken off one vote only). | 
Sir Richard Worſley and Sir Fitz-William Bar- 
rington are at preſent united; and it is evident, 
Chat with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Blanchford, who 
is fon-in-law to the latter, and any one other per- 
fon, they have a deciſive majority. bh 
Conronarrox. — None. It has however a 
titular mayor, and 12 burgeſſes, choſen by the 
lord of the manor. | 
Ricurt or Erection. April 22, 1729, Re- 
fotved, That the right of election of burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament for the borough of Newtown, 
in the Ille of Wight, in the county of South- 
ampton, is in the mayor and burgeſſes of the 
aid borough, having borough. lands within the 
Non or Vorzxs—39. | 
Rervanixc Orricex—The mayor. 


PoLiTiCcAL ANECDOTE, 


' Inthepenſion-liſt of Charles II. this benen 
appared—* Sir John Holmes, Sir Robert's bro- 
ther, and member for Newtown, a cowardly, baffled 
fea-captain, twice boxed, and once whipped with 
* dog-whip, was choſen in the * without 

the 


| NEWPORT, „ 


the head officer of the town, and. hte one bur- © 
gels preſent ; yet voted this * eden and will 
be re- elected. 
NEW PORT. : 

PoLITICaL CHARacTER,—This borough was 
formerly under the influence of the father of the 
preſent Duke of Bolton, at whoſe deceaſe the late 
Lord Holmes, of the kingdom of Ireland, took 

the lead of the corporation, and held it during his 
life. Upon the demiſe of that nobleman, the 
_ Intereſt deſcended with his eſtate to his nephew, 

the Rev. Leonard Troughear, who has ſince taken 
the ſurname of Holmes, and is the preſent patron 
of the borough. This borough contains abaut 
$00 houſes, and between 2 and 3000 inhabitants; 
out of the moſt diſcreet and ſubſtantial of hum 
the charter directs, that the corporation, conſiſting 55 
of 12 aldermen and 12 burgeſſes, ſhall be choſen 
in the following manner; viz. That when a 
vacancy happens in the court of aldermen, one of 
the 12 burgeſſes be elected to ſucceed him; and 
that his place be filled by taking a new burgeſs 
from among the inhahitants. In this corporation, 
conſiſting of 24 members, the right of electing the 
members of parliament for the town is veſted. 
One who was an officer in the cuſtoms was dis- 

„ U * franchiſed | 
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franchiſed by a late a&t; and 17 only, at molt of 
the electore are reſident. - 


The following is | a liſt of the members of the 
Corporation. 
— 12. 


1. The mayor. 
2. The recorder. A maſter in chancery, and 
_ commiſſioner 2 a place worth $ool, per 


_ 


3. An aporhecary inthe town en be 
terms with the mayor. 

4- An attorney; A 
but not at preſent on his ſide. 

5- Broeder yo the mayor 3 a commiſſioner of 
the lottery. 

6. Has a gunner's pay in one of the caſtlcs on 
the iſland. 

1 7. A clergyman ; chaplain to the goyernar; a 
8. Amercer in Newport, 
9. Has a gunner's pay, 
10. The fame. 
21. Nephew to the mayor. 
32. A brewer in the town. 

Bonckssks, 12. 

1. A land-furveyor in the Cuſtoms at Cowes, 

2. A captain nnn CRE ; 
| 3: A 
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. A relation of the mayor's ; captain in the 
South Hants militia. | 
4. A carpenter, . „ 
5. An inn-keeper in the town. „ 
6. A taylor in ditto; deputy-keeper under the 
mayor of the foreſt of Parkhurſt, in the iſland. 7 
7. Late a ſchool. maſter in the town. : 
8. Has a gunner's pay. ä 
9. Captain of the Iſle of Wight militia. 
10. An apothecary. 
11. Son to the alderman, No. 8 
12. Son-in-law to the mayor, and ſteward to 
the governor of the Iſle. 3 
The aldermen, No. 1, 2, 5, & IT; and the bur- 
geſſes, No. 1. 2, 3, 4, & 12, do not at preſent live 
in Newport; nor did they, but for a few months 
previous to their ſeveral elections, when, by taking 
houſes, and paying to the rates, they made them 
ſelves inhabitants, ſuch as the charter deſcribes; : 
viz, the moſt — and ſubſtantial. | 


Ax Anzevors 
-Ovkars in-the hiſtory of this borough, which . 
rden to be recorded in characters of gold.— 
On the death of the late Lord Holmes, a very 
powerful attempt was made by Sir William 
Oglander, and ſome: other neighbouring gentle- ' 
8 5 | men, 


- 


290 NEWPORT. 2 


men, to deprive his lordſhip's nephew and ſue- 


- ceffor, the preſent Rev. Mr. Troughear Holmes, 


of his influence over this corporation. The num 
ber of that body was at that time #wenty-thbree, 


there being one vacancy amongſt the aldermen, 


occaſioned by the recent death of Lord Holmes. 
_ Hieven of them continued firm to the intereſt of 
the nephew, and the ſame number was equally 
eager to transfer that intereſt to Sir William 


Oglander and the Worſley family. A Mr. Tay- 
lor of this town, one of the burgeſſes, withheld 


his declaration; and as his vote would decide the 
balance of future influence, it was imagined that 
he only ſuſpended it for the purpoſe of private 


| advantage. Agreeably to that idea, he was 
eagerly ſought by the agents of cach party. The 


firſt who applicd is faid to have made him an 


offer of 2000]. Mr: Taylor had actually made up 
his mind to have voted with his party; but the 
moment his integrity and independence were 

attacked, he reverſed his determination, and re- 


folved to give his ſuffrage on the oppoſite ſide. 


Tut party, however, like their opponents, being 
ignorant of the favour deſigned them, and of the 


nocident to which they owed it, aſſailed him with 


* @ more advantageous offer. He informed them 


| ate had but juſt formed the ecolution, in con 
| ſequencp | 


mw Why =» meas 


may 


el 
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ſequence of a ſimilar inſult from their adverſarics, e 1 N 
of giving them his ſupport ; but ſince he had _ 1 
diſcovered that they were both aiming at power 
by the ſame means, he was determined to vote for 
neither of them: and to put himſelf out of the 
power of further temptation, he reſolved to reſign | 
his gown as a burgeſs of the COFPOralien x which 
he accordingly did the next day. | 
CorPoraTiON.—By charter of the RR of E 
Charles H. Newport is govefned by a 2 = 
eleven aldermen, and twelve burg eſſes. ; 
RIchT or ELecTion—ls in the mayor, eleven, 
aldermen, and twelve burgeſſes. | 
NUMBER or VoTERS—24. EL a : 
ReruRninG OrricER— The mayor. 
Patron — The Rev. Leonard [Trougheas | 


Holmes, 


of ad, , 


WINCHESTER. i 
PorLITIcAIL un ens this city | 
has above a thouſand, houſes, its repreſentation | 
does not extend beyond the corporation, whoſe 
number is indefinite; but they ſeldom exceed 
four ſcore, the majority of whom are non-reſident, 
This ancient and opulent city may therefore be 
ſaid to be repreſented by two members, choſen 
by fifty individuals collected from various parts 
of the country, whoſe only connexion with the 
Place: 


—_— WINCHESTER. - 
place is that 'of having obtained the name of 
Freemen, from the fiat of the mayor and alder- 
The influence was formerly with the Duke of 


aſſumed by the late Duke of Chandos, and Henry 


Penton, eſq. letter-carrier to his Majeſty. Since 


the death of the Duke of Chandos, his ſhare of 
the influence has been directed by Mr. Gamon, 


brother of the Ducheſs. of Chandos, and Mr. 


Penton, the preſent recorder. 
CorroraTION. Here are, by Queen Eliza- 
beth*s charter, a mayor, recorder, . fix aldermen, 
two bailiffs, and twenty-four common council- 
|  Rronr or ELxcrion. —The members are 
elected by the corporation. 

© NunBtr or VorgRs—60. 

R:runmmxe Orriczxs— The bailiffs. 


Gamon, eſlq. 


PoLITICAL — 


In = penfion-liſt of Charles II. the following 


anecdote appears : © Sir Robert Holmes, member 


for Wincheſter, * an Iriſh livery boy, ig 
| gi 


Bolton ; but for the laſt twenty years it has been 


Parzons—Henry Penton, 255 and Richard 


[ _—y mated fn ES Ce"? 1 * 


6 
] 
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highwayman, now. baſhaw of the Ille of Wight, 
got in boons, and by rapine, 100,000/.—The - 
eurſed 9 of the two Dutch wars. 5 


ANDOVER. 


PoLITIcal Cnaracrer,—The corporation of | 
this town, like that of Chriſtchurch, have aſſumed 
the excluſive privilege of election, but with much 
better pretenſions than the latter, as they have 
the ſanction of a reſolution of the houſe of com- 
mons, of the 1ſt of April, 1689, and again con- 
firmed the 28th of January, 1702. The corpo- 
ration conſiſts of twelve capital burgeſſes, from 
amongſt whom a bailiff and two other magiſtrates 
are annually choſen, and twelve aſſiſtant burgeſſes. 
They have alſo a high ſteward, 2 and 
town clerk. | 
The inhabitants of this town, who are nume-. 

rous, there being upwards of ſix hundred houſes, 
have never ſubmitted but with regret, and the | 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition, to the deprivation of their 
rights, which they had exerciſed till 1689, and 
were then disfranchiſed by one of thoſe arbitrary 
reſolutions of the houſe of commons, which 
brought their deciſion into ſuch general dif- 
Es as to give life the Grenville act, which 
is a * to the country againſt future en- 

| croachments 
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„ rights; det 
it does not remove from the journals thoſe nu- 
merous reſolutions of disfranchiſement, which 
affect not only this town, but the towns of Ban- 
bury, Beaumaris, Bewdley, and above a hundred 
more, together with the populous cities of Bath, 
Saliſbury, Wincheſter, &c. &c. &c. Had the 


acts of the tenth, eleventh, and twenty-cighth 


of George III. better known by the name of the 
- Grenville acts, repealed, or cauſed to be expunged, 
all the reſolutions of the houſe of commons, re- 
Tpefting the right of election in cities, towns 
corporate, boroughs, cinque-ports, &c. and then 
leſt the queſtion of right open to a committee of 
| The houſe of commons, conſtituted as that act 
directe, and ſubject to an appeal, as is enacted 
in the laſt-mentioned ſtatute, this intolerable 
grievance might in time have been corrected, 
and the large and popular towns and cities; at 
leaft, have been reſtored to their natural and 

The political annihilation of cities and towns, 
foch as Ely, Mancheſter, Leeds, &c. which for- 
merly ſent members to parliament, and the li- 
mitation of the right of Fanchiſe to the corpora- 
tions of others, has reduced the conſtitution to a 
wreck, the repreſcntation to a form, the ſubſtance 


to 
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| to a ſhadow; and it is now impoſſible to reſtore 
it to its eſſence, vigour, and purity, bur by a 
radical, effectual, and univerſal reform. 1 
The patrons of this corporation, who have 
the nomination of their members, are the Earl 


of Portſmouth, their high ſteward, and Joſhua 


Iremonger, of Wharewel, = 
CoryoraTiOn.—This town, it is faid, had its 


firſt charter from King John, but was laſt inceor- 


Porated by Queen Elizabeth, and is governed by 
a bailiff, a ſteward, a recorder, two juſtices, nine 
; capital burgeſſes, and twelve affiſtante, who an- 


nually chooſe the bailiff, and the bailiff appoints 


two ſerjeants at mace to attend him. 


Rican or Ertcrion—In the bailiff and ſele& : 


pumber of burgeſſes only, Iſt April, 1689. 
Fan. 28, 1702, Reſolved, That the right of 


election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament ſor the 


borough of Andover, in the county of Southamp- 
ton, is in the bailiff, and ſelect wunder of bur- 


geſſes only. 


March 7, 1727, Reſolved, That the ns 


IJ men and burgeſſes of the borough of Andover 
(in com. Southampton ), who have petitioned 


this houſe, complaining of an undue election and 5 
. for the laid * an their votes | 


: were 


ry 


. 
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were refuſed by the bailiff, be a libre u vi. 
draw the ſaid petition. | 
Nomen or VoTtrs—24. | 
Reruanixc Orzicer— The bailiff. | 
Parzons—Earl of Portſmouth, ond Joſhua. 
lremonger, cſq. 


— 


- | Barptxy. 2 

Merch 17, Reſolved, That the electors of the 
borough of Andover (in com. Southampton), 
have endeavoured corruptly to ſet to ſale the 
r 


for the ſaid borough. | : 
Reſolved, That the lending of money, upon 
any ſecurity, to a corporation which' ſend mem- 
eee we and remitting the intereſt of 
the fame, with intent to influence the election of 
fach corporation, is an unlawful and dangerous 


WHITCHURCH. 


Pourrrcat Cuanacren. —This borough is the 
joint property of Lord Viſcount Sydney and Lord 
Viſcount Middleton, of the kingdom of Ireland; 
the frecholds which give the right of voting, 
being conveyed by thoſe noblemen to their re- 
ſpeRive friends, for the purpoſe of performing | 

| ” * 


| ficcholds are About ſeventy, but * actual num 
ber of electors « cannot be ſaid to 15 more than 
two. | I 

. Th is, 1 ©; 
titular, mayor, annually choſen at a court -leet of 

the dean and chapter of eee who are 
lords of the manor. 

RIGHT or ee nic 21, al FR 
ſolved, That the right of electing burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament for the borough of Whit- 
church, in the county of Southampton, is in the 
freeholders only of lands and tenements, in right 
of themſelves or their wives, not ſplit ſince the 
act of the ſeventh and — years of the reign 
of King William. 

NuMBER or Vork o. 

RETURNIN G Orricer— The mayor. 

ParTRONs—Lord DIO and Lord Viſcount 
Middleton, „ 


PETERS IELD. | | 
' PoLITicAL Craracrer,—The right of elec- 
tion in this borough being in the frecholders of 
lands, or ancient dwelling-houſes or ſhambles, 
built upon ancient foundations within the ſaid 


borough, being all the property of W. * 
Vol. I. A eſq. 


298  PETERSFIELD. 


eſq. the nomination of the members is ſolely in 
himſelf; — This gentleman's political character 
is too well known IP animadverſion 
from us. 
by Queen Elizabeth, and governed by a mayor 
and commonalty : yet it has given up all its 
privileges to the family of the Hamborrows, now 
deſcended to Mr. Jolliffe, who is lord of the 
manor, and at whoſe court the * is now 
annually choſen. 
. Riour or Ertrxcrion. May 5 1727, Mr. 
Gibbon (according to _y reported * 
_ ommirtce: f 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this com- 
© mittee, that the right of election of burgefles 
to ſerve in parliament for the borough of Peters- 
Held, in the county of Southampton, is in the 
frecholders of lands, or ancient dwelling-houſes 
or ſhambles, or dwelling-houſes or ſhambles 
built upon ancient foundations, within the ſaid 
Nous or VortR&—15;4 - 
Rrrunntxo Orricex—The titular mayor: þ 
Parzon—William Jolliffe, eſq. 


Casx 85 
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:  Cass or BRIBERY. 
on Thu rſday the 16th of November, the com- 
mittee being met, the petition of Mr. Luttrell 
was read, the entry of which in | the JON 
| Is, verbatim, as follows : * OY 
 _dy 31, 1775. A petition "of the Hon. John 
Luttrel was read, ſetting forth, that at the laſt 
election of members to ſerve in parli iament, for 
the borough of Petersfield, Sir Abraham Hume, 
baronet, high ſheriff for the county of Hereford, 
William Jolliffe, eſq. and the petitioner, were 
candidates; and that the ſaid Sir Abraham Hume 
and William Jolliffe, by themſelves and their 
agents, after the diſſolution of the laſt parliament, 
and the iſſuing of the writ for the election, and 
previous to and during the poll, by themſelves 
and their agents, and by other ways and means, 
on the behalf and at the charge of the ſaid Sir 
Abraham Hume and William Jolliffe, did give, 
' Preſent, and allow to the electors of the faid 
borough, and to ſeveral perſons who had or claimed 
a right to vote in the election for the ſaid borough, 
money, meat, drink, reward, entertainments. and 
: proviſion, in order to procure themſelves to be 


elected for the faid borough, in open defiance of © 


-. ne law ; and that - the ſaid Sir Abraham Hume 
= RY. fo ts =: 27 ng 
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and William Jolliffe, previous to, and during 
the poll, were guilty of bribery and corruption, 
and attempting to bribe and corrupt thoſe who 
had a right to vote in the faid election, in order 
to procure themſclves to be returned as perſons 
duly elected; and that James Showell, pretending 
to be the mayor of the ſaid borough, acted 
partially and unfairly in the execution of his 
office, as a returning officer, during the ſaid poll, 
in rejecting good votes for the petitioner, and 
admitting bad ones for the faid Sir Abraham 
Hume and William Jolliffe, and in many other 
reſpects ; and that, by the ſaid and other undue 
- means, the ſaid Sir Abraham Hume and William 
Jolliffe obtained a majority of votes on the poll, 
and were returned accordingly to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the faid borough, in prejudice of the 
petitioner {who was duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned), and the legal electors of 
the faid borough, and in open defiance of the 
law and freedom of elections; and therefore 
praying the houſe to take the premiſes into con- 
fideration, and to grant him ſuch relief there- 
in as ſhall, upon examination, appear to be 
The counſel for the petitioner opened the caſe, 
by objecting to Sir Abraham Hume, that, being 

| high 
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high ſheriff. for the county of Hertford at the 


time of the election, he was incligible ; and that 
notice thereof haying been given to the returning 


offiter and to the electors, the votes given to 
him were thrown away : 


To both the ſitting 8 That they had 


been guilty of corrupting the voters by gifts 
and promiſes, aſter the vacancy and iſſuing out | 


of the writ, by which means the election of them 
was void by virtue of the, ſtatue of King Wil. 
liam®. 


Afﬀter ſome converſation, between the coun- 
ſel of both Pornics on the above ſubject, the 


committee 


Reſolved, That the counſel be not W | 


ta argue the point of the ineligibility of Sir 
Abraham Hume as high ſheriff of the county of 
Hertford, the ſame ineligibility not being an 
- allegation in the petition. | 


The counſel for the petitioner then called. 


three or four witneſſes to prove that gifts and 
promiſes had been made by Mr. Jolliffe, -in the 
preſence, and with the concurrence. of the other 
fitting member. In their opening, they did not. 


allege that they could on this ground bring the 


9 of votes againſt either of the ſitting 


X 3 members: . 


* 7 William III. . 4. 


. — —ů — 
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4 to be in favour of Mr. Luttrell ; 1 
object, therefore, of the evidence, was to make 
the election void as to one or both. In the 
courſe of this evidence one John Newman was 
called, to prove a declaration made to him by 

| one John Blackſtone, a voter, about having the 
promiſe « a houſe from: Mr. Jolliffe for his 

On the part of the fitting members this evi- 
dence was objected to. 

It was ſaid, that although the declaration (not 
upon oath) of a perſon who cannot be obliged to 
be a witneſs on the ſubject himſelf, is admiſſible 
in evidence to aſſect ſuch perſon, yet it is nor 
admiſſible as againft a third party; and that, as 
the counſel for the petitioner had not faid that 
they meant to diſqualify voters, but only to affect 
the fitting members perſonally by promiſes, gifts, 
&c. which they had made, the ev idence would 
not be admitted for that purpoſe. 5 

It was anſwered by the counſel for the pcti- 
tioner, that they were not obliged to anticipate 

| the intent and purpoſe of the evidence they 

produced : that what they now. offered, was cer- 

tainly competent in an election cauſe ; and that 

the committee, after they ſhould hear it; would 
Judge to what uſe it ought to be applied. 

D ; | ” 1 8 8 © The 
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The committee, after deliberation, 5 
Reſolved, That the evidence offered could not 
be admitted in ſupport of any charge againſt Sir 

Abraham Hume or Mr. Jollitfe. | 
The counſel for the petitioner then aid, they 
would aſk the ſame queſtions with : a view to diſ- 
qualify Brackſtone ; | 

Which they were allowed to do. 

On Thurſday the 16th of November, being 
the ſame day on which the cauſe was heard, the 
committee, by the chairman, Tree the houſe | 


that they had determined, | 
T hat the two e members were duly elected. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 


" Porrricat. Cruanacrer, 


Tur ariſtocratic influence which prevails in 
this county, is that of the Earl of Oxford, who. 
ſends one of the members to parliament. James 
Walwyn, eſq. one of the members for the city 
of Hereford, in conjunction with Sir George 
Cornwall, bart. nobly attempted, in the year 
1775, to get the better of that intereſt ; but 
they were ſucceſsful, only in part: Sir George 
„Cornwall was elected by the independent inte- 

| X + DS 7 reſt, | 


AEREFORD, 
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reſt, and Mr. Harley by the interet er the 
Earl H Oxford, | 
| This county contains eleven hundreds, in which 
are one city, and ſeven market towns, viz. the 
city of Hereford, Bromyard, Leominſter, Led- 
— bury, Kington, Pembridge, Weobly, and Roſs. It 
is in the province of Canterbury and dioceſe of 
Hereford, and includes 176 pariſhes, 15,000 
houſes, and 95,600 inhabitants, It ſends eight 
members to parliament, two for the county, two 
for the city of Hereford, two for the borough of 
Leominſter, and two for that «RC 


HEREFORD. 


PoLITicai Cuanacrem. This city, like the 
county, is divided between ariſtocracy and in- 
dependence. The Duke of Norfolk's intereſt 
returns one member, and the independent part 
the other. The influence which the Duke has 
in this borough, ariſes from his marriage with 
the heireſs of the Scudamore family, (by whom 
his Grace is put into the poſſeſſion of an eſtate 
of ten thouſand pounds per annum, and Holme 
| Lacey, the ancient family-ſeat near this city) 

and from that popularity to which his eminent 
_ talents and affable manners ſo juſtly entitle 


— 
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Con ronATTOConſiſts of a mayor and 
ud ve aldermen, a high ſteward, a deputy 

| Reward, a recorder, and town clerk, with 31 
common-councilmen, among whom are reckoned 
the mayor and five of the aldermen, by charter 

of 17 James I. | 5 
RIGHT or ELzerion—lIn the freemen, 

_ Numstr or VoTtrs—Above 1200. 
RETURNINOG Orrices.—The mayor. 
r of . e. 5; 


LEON NS TER. 


Pol fTIcAL CHaRAcTER, This borough, du- 
ring the lifetime of Chaſe Price, eſq. of conviyial 


memory, was entirely under his influence and : 


management. He always contrived to get him- 
ſelf, and a colleague in the intereſt of govern- 
ment, returned, from whom he procured not 
only a large douceur for himſelf, but alſo a 
few trifling gratuities from adminiſtration, for 
thoſe who were the moſt zealous in his cauſe. 


After his deceaſe, Lord Bateman, who has been 


the adherent of every adminiſtration; became the 


| patron and manager of this borough, which 


character he has now reſigned to Mr. Alder- 
man Harley, when the Duke of Norfolk firſt 
attem PR the cſtabliſhment of an intereſt ; and 


Richard 


e 1 Nr as wil we ths 4 
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406 | LEOMINSTER:; - 
Richard Beckford, eſq. was introduced by his 


- The corporation magiſtrates, having the ap- 
pointment in themſelves of the overſcers, took 
cure that that office ſhould be filled with their 
own creatures; and thoſe men thus appointed, 
refuſed, as in the borough of Seaford, to rate 
any inhabitant who was adverſe to their own 

party. The perſons who had been thus treated, 
appealed to that tribunal which had been the 
primary cauſe of an attempt to deprive them of 
their votes, and they of courſe could meet with 
no redreſs. They however derived, from this 
appeal the privilege of proving their rate- 
ability to a committee of the houſe of commons, 
who have, upon the petition of Mr, Beckford, - 
admitted every perſon, ſo omitted by the over- 
ſeers, to the full, enjoyment of their political 
franchiſe. But unleſs there be a law, prohibit- 
ing the magiſtrates and overſcers from acting in 
this ſcandalous and partial manner, or com- 

| maixrees of the houſe of commons will inflict ex- 
emplary puniſhments, the evil will not be done 
away, and thoſe unfortunate men, whoſe intereſts 
or inclinations may induce them to claſh with 
thaſe of the magiſtrates, will {till be left without 


3 a 


* 


any mode of redreſs, except that of petitioning the 
Houſe of commons. 

The numbers upon the pat at the laſt clec- 
tion were, Tr | 
: John Hunter, eſg· | 121 
3 John Sawyer, eld. 247 

Richard Beckford, elq. 23 5 

Conrorarion,—This town was incorporated 
by Queen Mary, and is governed by a high ſtew- 


ard, a bailiff, a recorder, and twelve capital bur 


N who chooſe a bailiffand'a town clerk. 


Richr or ELzcTIONn.—March 4, 1716. A pe- 
tition of divers of the inhabitants of the borough 
of Leominſter, in the county of Hereford, was 


preſented to the houſe, and read, complaining o 


an undue election for the ſaid borough. And a 
motion being made, and the queſtion being put, 
th at the ſaid petition be referred to the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections, and that they do 
examine the matter thereof, and report the ſame, 
w ith their opi nion thereu pon to rhe houſe, 

"Tt paſſed i in the negative. Gy 

Reſolved, That the ſaid petition be rejected. 


April 6, 171 7. A petition of the inhabitants 


and bu rgeſſes of the borough of Leominſter, in 
l the county of Hereford, who have a right of vo- 
tin 'S for electing members to ſerve i in parliament 

: | for 
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for the ſaid borough, was preſented to the houſe, 
and read, complaining of an undue election and 
_ return for the ſaid borough. 
Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to 
_ the conſideration of the committee of privileges 
and elections, and that they do examine the mat- 
ter thereof, and report the ſame, — 
nion thereupon, to the houſe. 

April 16, 1725. Reſolved, that the right of 
election is in the bailiffs, capital burgeſſes, and 
inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot. 

Noms or Vorzxs— About 500. 

Rerunxtwo Orricers—The bailiffs. | 

Pa rows Duke of Norfolk, and Mr. Alder- 


man Harley. 


| WEOBLEY. | 

Potrricat Cnaractier. The right of elec- 
tion in this borough being very ſingular; «in 
the inhabitants of the ancient vote-houſes of 
208. per anmum value and upwards, reſiding 
in the faid houſes forty days before the days 
of election, and paying ſcot and lot; and 
alſo in the owners of ſuch ancient vote-houſes, 
paying ſcot and lot, who ſhall be reſident 
in fuch houſes at the time of election, hath 
given riſe to very expenſive conteſts. The Mar- 
quis of Bath, then Lord 3 and the 
1 pariſh 
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pariſh officers in his intereſt, refuſed to rate 
any perſons who preſi umed to oppoſe” his lord- 
ſhip's nomination ; upon which the' aggrieved 
perfons applied to the court of King s Bench, 
for a mandamus to oblige the partſh officers 
to put them in the poor rates; when the court 
came to the following very extraordinary deciſion, 
19 George II.. « The court refuſed to grant a 
mandamus directing to inſert particular perſons 
in the poor rate, upon affidavits' of their ſuffi- 
ciency, and being left out, to prevent their having 
votes for parliamentary men; for that the remedy | 
was by appeal: and this court never went fur- 
ther, than to oblige making the rate, without 
meddling with the queſtion, who is to be put 
in or left out, of which the pariſh officers are the 
proper Judges, ſubject toan appeal.” The above 
nobleman has, however, to avoid all future ex- 
pences ſince that time, bought up All the ancient 
vote-houſes, ſo that this borough is now en- 
| 1 at his own diſpoſall. 5 
Rerohr or ErzcTion. March 3,1736, Reſobved, 
That the right of burgeſſes for the borough of 
Weobley, in the county of Hereford, is in the 
inhabitants of the ancient vote-houſes of twenty 
millings per annum value, and upwards, reſiding 


# See Burn's uſtice, 
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in the fald houſes forty days before the day of 
election, and paying ſcot and lot; and alſo in 
the owners of ſuch ancient vote-houſes paying 
Dot and lot, who ſhall be reſident in ſuch houſes | 
at the time of the election. ; 
June 18, 1715. The queſtion bring put, that 
Simon Gough and John Moore, having ſigned 
the indenture of return, by which Charles Corn- 
wall, eſq. is returned a burgeſs to ſerve in this 


preſent parliament for the borough of Weobley, i in 
the county of Hereford, the houſe will proceed on | 


the petition of the ſaid Simon Gough and John 
Moor, complaining of an undue election of the 
mid Charles Cornwall, eſq. 
It paſſed in the negative. 
None or Vortrs—45. 
Rzeruaxixc Orriczxs- The conſtables. 
Parzon—Marquis of —_ 
In a penſion liſt publiſhed in the reign of 

Charles the Second, there appears the following 
inſtance of court corruption: 

Sir Thomas Williams, king's chemiſt 2 
member for Weobly), has got 49,0001. by making 
provocatives, 8c. &c. 111 | 
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HERTFORDSHT 225 PE 31 
UERTF ORDSHIRE. 
Pourricat CHARACTER: 


Tri 18 county "oF the ſingular 3 of 
maintaining its independence, which it has neg- 


| lected no opportunity of exerting, when its own: 
dignity, or the intereſts of the country, demanded 


a diſplay of it. A noble inſtance of attachment 
to the cauſe of liberty, and to thoſe who had the 
zeal and integrity to ſupport it, occurs in their 


conduct to Mr. Cæſar. This gentleman had uni- 


formly oppoſed the deſpotic meaſures of Sir Ro- 


bert Wal pole, and, having deranged his private for. 
tune, was arreſted and impriſoned for debt i in the 
King's Bench, immediately upon the diſſolution of 
parliament. Theday of election, however, no ſooner 


arrived, than the independent freeholders repaired 
to Hertford in bodies, and, at their own expence, 


| propoſed Mr. Cæſar, and elected him by a great 


majority. An expreſs was inſtantly diſpatched 


| to releaſe him from his confinement ; and he was 
the next day reſtored to his liberty, and to the 
ſervice and affections of his patriotic conſtituents. 


An attempt was made, at the laſt election, to intro- 


duce Mr. Hale to the repreſentation of the county, 
. Bo. under 


1 
4 

| 
'| 


. CCS — 
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in  mntxrrond Town. th 
under the patronage of the Marquis of Saliſ- 
bury and Lord Viſcount Grimſtone, but with very 
little ſucceſs : the numbers upon the poll being, 


for 

_ William Plumer, eſg. 183t 
Wilkam Baker, eſg., 1302 
William Hale, eſq. 103 


HERTTORD TOWN. 
PotrTicat Cuaaaer tz. The right of elec- 
tion in this borough differing with all others, it 
being in the inhabitants houſcholders, the free- 
men refident, and in the freemen nex-refident, (but 
#hree), it becomes neceſſary to remark theſe ſingu- 


weten, becauſe they point out an incurable de- 


let in the prefent ſyſtem of parliamentary repre- 

ſentation. What conſtitutes a good vote in one 
borough, makes a bad one in another. In one 
place the freemen muſt be reſident ; in another, 
non-rclidence gives the ſame qualification. In 
enc borough, a man obtains his freedom by 
marriage; ina ſecond, by birth; in a third, by 
 fervitude ; in a fourth, by purchaſe ; in a fifth, 
by gift of the mayor or aldermen. Burgage- 
holds differ as widely in the nature of their te- 
nure z and even inhabitants arc defined as vari- 
| | ouſly 
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oully. In one borough, paying” ſcot al lot, 
and being a reſident houſekeeper, is an indiſpen- 
ſable qualification; in another, paying ſcot and 
lot without reſidence, 6r being a houſekeeper, 
conſtitutes eligibility for voting; in a third, rea 
ſidence, without paying ſcot and oh, «© or r keeping 
a houſe. . In ſhort; the whole repreſentative ſyſ- 
tem is ſo intricate, inexplicable, contradiftory; 
and ridiculous, that we believe it would puzzle 
the whole tribe of quibblers in Weſtminſter-hall 
to render it more confuſed and unintelligible. 
Baron Dimſdale poſſeſſes the principal inte- 
reſt in this borough; and can ſectire the election of | 
one member; the other is generally conteſted 
between Mr. Baker, the member for the county, 
and Mr. John Calvert, the preſent member for 
this town, who have been alternarely fucceſsful. 
Nen or ELterron—1701, Far. 27. Is not in 
_ perſons ſuch only as are inhabitants houſtholders, 
not receiving alms, and in fuch freemen who, at 
the time of their freedom granted to them, were 
inhabitants of the ſaid OT or of the patiſhes 
a 

Is in alt the fernen, and alſo in all the inha- 
bitants, being houſchelders, and not receiving 
Vox. I. 1 


17%. 


| 
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1705, Dec. 8. Is in the inhabitants: not 'te« 
ceiving alms, and in ſuch freemen only as, at the 
time of their being made free, were inhabitants 


of the faid borough, or the pariſhes thereof; the 


number of freemen living out of the — not 
cxceeding three perſons. 
The number of voters may be aſcertained from 
the laſt poll, 1790, viz. 
John Calvert, eſqg. 319 
Baron Dimſdale, 290 
William Baker, eſg. 223 
 Numntr or Vorzxs— 570. 
Rxrun xine Orricex—The mayor. 
Paraon— Baron Dimſdale. 


TV om 
PotrITrIcaL Cnanracrtrr. — The influence in 


this borough is divided between Earl Spencer 
and Lord Grimſtone, each of whom returns 


one member to parliarkent. Theſe two noble=- 


men have long contended for the ſuperiority, but 


neither of them has as yet an intereſt ſufficient to 
obtain a majority over the other. 


 Conrrorarion.—This town ſent members to 
parliament as carly as any borough in the king- 
dom. It is incorporated by charter, and go- 
verned by a mayor, 9 ſteward, recorder, 


twelve | 
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twelve Ann a town clerk, and twenty-four | 


aſſiſtants. This borough his a diſtri, called a 


liberty, which has a juriſdiction both in civil and | 


eccleſiaſtical matters peculiar to itſelf, including 
the pariſhes of Barnet, Sandridge, Redburne, 


Cudicot, Shepehele, Buſhy,” Elſtree, Langley 


Abbot, Sarret, Walden Abbots, Hoxton, Ridge, 
Norton, Rickmanſworth, and Watford. This 
liberty has a gaol, and à gaol delivery at St. 
Albans, four times a year, on the Thurſday after 
the quarter feſſion at Hertford: ' St. Albans is 
divided into four wards, in each of which are 
4 conſtable and two churchwardens. c 


Ricnt OF ELxcTIon—1700, 1otb March, 
Is in the mayor, aldermen, and freemen, and | 


ſuch houſeholders only as pay ſcot and lot. 


1705, 24th Nov. In the mayorg aldermeny, 


ſuch freemen only as have right, by birth or ſar- 


vice, or by redemption, to trade or inhabit. in. 


the ſaid borough, and houſcholders paying ſcor 
and lot. | 


* 


1714, 27th. April. In the mayor, aldermen, 


and freemen, and ſuch houſeholders only as pay 
cot and lot. 

Number of voters may be alcertaided from che 
laſt ppl, I 799. 


Tr For 
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For the Hon. Richard Bingham - 263 
Juohn Calvert, jun. efy, 209 
Thomas Chutterbuck, eſq. 117 

— Orricza— The mayor. Ez. 
Patrzons—Earl Spencer, and Lord Grime 


a | | | c 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


Dees Rn acrmn- 2 


'THis fan county is as much under the i in- 
Auence of two individuals as any borough in the 
Kingdom the Duke of Mancheſter and the Earl 
of Sandwich, united, always return the two mem 
bers; and ſo powerful was this ariſtocratic junc- 
Won, chat even the oppaſition of the late Sir 
Robert Bernard, who was the particular friend 
of Mr. Wilkes, in his days of well-carned popu- 
rity and the cauſe of liberty, was not crawned 
with that ſucceſs which it ſo highly merited. 
Huntingdonſhire lies in the province of Can- 
terbury, and dieceſe of Lincoln.. It is divided 
into four hundreds, in which are fix market 
towns, but no city, and ſeventy-nine pariſhes, in 
which. are * only about 8200 
houſes, 


| RUF SBONVs HII. F677 
Houſes, and 49,320 inhabitants. It ſends Buy 
four members to parliament-; two knights of the 


tire for the county, and two! as 1 toun ol 
| Huntingdon. © "390 


 QuatrereaTION. — 74, 27 39. „ On Anaridg | 
for the county of Huntingdon, the counſd for the 
petitioner inſiſted that the fitting” member (Mr. 


Clarke) was not qualified to be elected, according 


to the act made in the ninth year of the reign! or 
Queen Anne, entitled, An As for ſeturing the fre- 


dom of parliaments by the further qualifying the —— 

hers to ſit in the houſe of commons. a 
Fnhen the counſel for the petitioner, in Wuppbrd 

of one of their objections, offered to prove (which 


the counſel for the fitting meinber admitted), 


. that the copyhold lands and tenements at Ham- 
merſmith, in the pariſſi of Fultiam, in the coun- 
ty of Middleſex, which the fitting member, in 
the rental, or particular, by him delivered in to 
the clerk of the houſe (purſuant to the ſtanding 


order of this houſe made for that purpoſe), claims 


in fee, according to the cuſtom of the manor of 
Fulham, under a mortgage ſurrender, and an 


admiſſion thereto; and a releaſe of the equity of 


ge, were ſubject to a 


_ redemption from this m 


ſubſequent mortgage me by the ſaid mortga- : 


»F 


. ger, 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


aL 
ger, previous to the debt of the ſaid releaſe of the 
equity of redemption. 

| Then the counſel for the petitioner having ob- 
jected to the conſideration given for the eſtate 
which the fitting member, in the ſaid rental or 
particular, claims for his natural, life by deed of 
feoffinent, and livery and ſeizin thereon, given by 
John Clarke, of Huntingdon, gent. they offered 
to prove (which the counſel for the. ſitting member 
admitted), chat the ſaid eſtate was all the, real 
eſtate, except about three pounds per annum, 
which the faid John Clarke, the, grantor, was 
ſeized of at the time of the date of the faid 
deed. | t | : 
| Then the ccunſel for the petitioner baying op- 
jected to the annuity of 200l. which the ſitting 
member, in the ſaid rental or particular, claims 
for life, by grant from Charles Bernard, eſq. they 
offered to prove (which the counſel for the fitting 
member admitted), that the eſtate charged with 
the ſaid annuity does not exceed the yearly value 
«wal. 

Then the counſel for the petitioner having ob- 
jeRed, chat the fitting member, in the oath by 
him taken at the time of his election, purſuant 
to the direction of the MF act of the gth of Anne, 
Ad not particularly enumerate all the ſeveral. 
pariſAsz 
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pariſhes out of which the ſee-farm rents, men- 


tioned in the ſaid particular, are iſſuing; 


The inſtrument of the ſaid oath, . by 
the ſitting member, was produced by the 5 
who took the ſame, and read. "et Toe 


And the firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, and Sf = 


ſections of the ſaid act, made i in the hs of Mn 

were read. 

And the counſel he's the fitting 3 were 
heard; and one of the counſel for the RE 
was heard in reply. | 

And the counſel on both ſides were ace to 

withdraw. 

Mr. Clarke was heard in Ks plc, and the 
he withdrew. . . 
Reſolved,” That Charles Clarke, eſa. is duly 
elected a knight of the ſhire, to ſerye in this 
preſent | for the EY of Hun- 

. | 


HUNTINGDON. 
Pol IIA ChARACTER.— There is no reſo- 
lution of the houſe commons xeſpecting the right 
of voting in this borough ; but it is gene- 
rally underſtood to. be in the freemen and inha- 


bitants houſeholders paying ſcot and lot. The 
intereſt of the Earl of Sandwith is ſo powerful, 
| | Y 4 a 
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ax always to return two members; and this he 


effects, not by weight of property, for his Lordſhip 
has but one houſe in the whole town, but by his 
popularity, and the obligations which he was 
enabled to confer upon ſome of his principal 
friends during his connexion with Lord North's 
zminiſtration. | 2 S 
Con ron a ro. John granted to this town, by 
charter, a coroner, a recorder, a town-clerk, and 
two bailiffs : but Charles I. made it a mayor- 
town, anno regni 6, 1630. It has had, therefore, 
ever fince, a mayor, recorder, and twelve alder- 
men and burgeſſes. The aſſizes are always held 
here, and in this town is the county gaol. 
Ricnr or ELecTion—ls in the inhabirants 
and freemen. 
NumatR or VoTER&—200. 
Rrrunxixd Orricza— The mayor. 
Patzox—The Earl of Sandwich. 


'K ENTF.., 
PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


Tu ES; abe and flouriſhing e; has 
the happineſs of maintaining. its independence. 


The Duke of Dorſet poſſeſſes the firſt indivi- 
dual intereſt, but the nobility and gentry are too 


numerous to ſuffer it to gain an aſtendaney. 


The dock-yards of Deptford, Woolwich, Chatham, 
and. Sheerneſs, aided: by. the eccleſiaſtical-influ.. 


ence © of: the. clergy of the two cathedrals of 
| Rocheſter and Canterbury, give the government 


a. moſt powerful controul in the election; and, 


united to that of the Duke of Dorſet, and 
the other connexions of the miniſter, in this 


county, were ſucceſsful in 1790 in bringing in Sir 
Edward Kuatchbull; but this was owing more 


to the want of a junction of intereſts between Mr. 
Honey wood and the Hon. Mr. Marſham; the 
independent candidates, than to the weight of 
all this influence united. 

This county is chiefly indebted for the indo. 
pendence which it poſſeſſes, to that noble relick 
of Saxon inſtitution, the Gavel-law, by which all 
the ſons, in equal ſhares, are e of the 
father's 
” fimilar 


- 
- * * 
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A ſimilar law prevails in France, under the 
new conſtitution, but with this diſtinction, that 
the daughters as well as the ſons are inheritors in 
an equal degree. The French have certainly, 
in this inſtance, with great juſtice and liberality, 
peculiar to themſelves, much improved upon this 
equitable fyitem of our Saxon progenitors. . 
P 
Kent are: 
That the huſband, aſter his wife's death, en- 
Joys a moiety of her ipheritauce in gavel-kind by 
counely, whether he has children by her or not, 
until he marries again. 
The wiſe, after the death of her huſband, TY 
for her dower, a moiety of his lands in gavel- 
kind, for ſo long time as ſhe ſhall continue un- 
married, and in chaſtity. fo 
Tue tenant of gavel-kind lands is kepe in 
ward one year longer than is permitted by the 
common law, that is, till he is fifteen years of age, 
COT AIR anne, 
eſtate by feoffment. 
Lands in gavel-kind, if the tenant commits 
{ony, and ſubmits to the judgment of the law, 
are nos forfeited ; nor do they eſcheat to the king, 
er other lord of whom they are holden ; nor has 
F 
* N holden 


8 * r. a 27 


Polten af a common perſon, when the renany © is = 


executed for felony. 
The tenant had a power of deviſing lands by 


will, before the ſtatute for that purpoſe was made, 


in the 3ad year of King Hen. VIII. 


Lands in gavel-kind defcend to. all tht tht _ 


alike ; in equal portions ; and if there are no ſons, 
then equally among the daughters: and as to the 
_ Chattles, it was formerly part of the cuſtom of 
this county to divide them, after the funeral and 
debts of the deceaſed were diſcharged, into 
three parts, if he left any lawful iſſue behind him; 
of which three, one portion was to the dead for 
the performance of legacies, another to his chil. 


dren for education, and a third to the wife for her 


| ſupport.and maintenance. 
Furthermore, - if the tenant of n lands 


withdraws from his lord his due rents and ſervices, 


tte cuſtom of this gives the lord a ſpecial and 
5 ſolemn kind of ceſſavit, called gavelet, by which, 


unleſs the tenant redeems his lands by payment 
of the arrearages, and makes reaſonable amends 
for with holding the ſame, they become forfgited 
to the lord, and he enters into them and OY 
them as his own demeſnes. = : 

The tenants in gavel-kind in this ZE 
claim the F that where a writ of right is 


brought 


OY 
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brought concerning gavel. kind lands, that the 
grand affize ſhall not be choſen in the uſual man- 
ner by four knights, but by four tenants in gavel- 
kind, who ſhall not affociate to themſelves twelve 
Knights, but that number of tenants in gavel- 

kind ; and further, that trial by battle ſhall not 

be allowed in ſuch a writ for theſe lands. 
The numbers upon the poll were, for 

Sir Edward Knatchbull 428; 

Fumer Honeywood, eſq. 3ror 

Hon. Charles Marthem 2724 
| William the Conqueror having fought the 
bantle at Haſtings, in Suſſex, was marching to- 
wards London, When he was met by a large 
| body of the men of Kent, each carrying a bough 
er limb of a tree in his hand. This army, which 
had the appearance of a moving wood, boldly 
marched up to him, and demanded the preſerva- 
tion of their liberties, and informed William 
they were determined to die before they would 
be deprived of them, and ſubmit to bondage: 
but if he would grant them their equitable 
requeſt, they would ſubmit to his govern- 
ment. William, being ſo much ſtruck with 

the fpirit and juſtice of their demand, wiſely 

. what they aſked; and thus were they 


ſuficred ro retain thoſe ancient cuſtoms for which 
- . . this 
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this county has ever fince been nee, aii 


guiſhed. 


This county is divided into fre Ray 


which are ſubdivided into 14 bailiwicks, and 
theſe again into 68 hundreds. A lathe is a 


diviſion pecpliar to this county; and conſiſts 


of two or more bailiwicks, as a bailiwick does 
ot two or more hundreds. Kent contains 2 cities, 


29 market towns, and 408 pariſhes. It lies 


in the province of Canterbury, and. partly in 
** and partly in the dioceſe of Rocheſ+ 


It ſends 18 members to parliament; two. 


knights of the ſhire for the county, two mem. 
bers each for the cities of Canterbury and Ro 


cheſter, two for the borough of Maidſtone ; two 
for that of Queenborough, and two for each of 


the four einque- ports in this . Dover, 
Sandwich, Hithe, and Romney. 


Many lands in this county are ftill held by 
the ancient tenure of caſtle- guard; that is, upon 


condition that the tenant, in his turn, ſhould 


mount guard at the caſtle ; but a compoſitian 
is taken for this fer vice, which the tenants are 


obliged to pay ; for, upon the day appointed, 2 
flag is hung out from that part of the caſtle which 
is ſtill kept in repair, and ſuch of the tenants as 


liable 


de not chen appear and pay their quit- rents, are 


4 * 
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Kable, at Rocheſter, to have them doubted | at 
— 5:12 95 


df | 


nnen e This city; owing 
to its being in the vicinity of Chatham, feels the 
| Influence of the admiralty, dock-yard, cuſtom- 
houſe, and revenue officers, too powerfully, to aſ- 
tert & claim to actual independence. The num- 
ber of clectors not being, like Plymouth, li- 
mited to a ſelf- elected corporation, prevents their 
repreſentation from being entirely at the diſpo- 
fal of rhe admiralty; ewe p ee wee Yon Gat 
tomary to compliment that board with the re- 


commendarion of one of them. 
| eee eee at the laſt _ 
dcRtion were, for | | 

George Beſt, efq. — 36g · 

Sir R. Bickerton, — 322 


Marquis of Titchfield, 243 

ConrorarrIon.—Rocheſter was made a mayor 
wwn : Edw. IV. Here are, by its incorporation 
161%, a mayor, recorder, 11 aldermeh, and 12 
common=council, a town-clerk, 3 ſetjeants at 
mace, and a water=bailiff. Once a year, or of- 
tener, the mayor and citizens of Rocheſter hold 
what is called an admitalty- court, to appoint _ 


tines. when oyſters ſhall be taken out of thefr 


fiſhery, and ſettle the quantity each drudger ſhall 
take in a day. 


Ricur or ELecTion—ls in the 5 
NUMBER OF Vorexs—630. 


| RerunninG Orrieꝝnx— The mayor. 
PaTROns—Ordnance and Admiralty. 


CANT ERBURY. | 


"Pens, Cuaracren—This 2 entirely 
independent i in its election of members of parlia- 


ment, and is neither under the influence or con- 
troul of any patron or leading man. 
CorroratION.—It i is governed by a mayor, a 

recorder, 12 aldermen, a ſheriff, 24 common- 
council-men, a ſword-bearer, and four ſerjeants 
at mace. A court is held every Monday in the 
Guildhall, for civil and criminal cauſes ; and 
every other Thurſday, for the government of the 


city. It is divided into ſix wards, At the be- 


ginning of Hen. III. it was governed by bailiffs; 
but in the 26th of Hen. VI. it was changed i into 


the above mayoralty anno 1449, which may be 
ſeen i in Sommer's hiſtory of this city. 


men. 
| Nu uu BER 


FTETTETTYS | 325 


Rront OF + Exzcrion—Is veſted in the free- | 


"of 
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Nennt or Vortas— 10 0. 


Porrricat Cuaxacrün.— This borough was 
formerly at the diſpoſal of the Earl of Ailes. 
ford ; but it has emancipated itſelf from that in- 
Auence, and his ſince been divided in two par- 
tics, the one attempting to compliment the minif= _ 
ter with the norhination of its members, the other 
equally zealous in maintaining the K 
of its conſtitutional rights. 

Mr. Brenchly, a brewer of dis town; and one 
of the partners in the Southwark bank, who is 
Jately deceaſed, was at the head ere 
party ; and Mr. Taylor, an eminent paper-ma 
mufacturer, and one of its preſent repreſentatives 
takes the lead of the latter. 
The death of Mr. Brenchly has conſiderably 
| weakened the miniſteria] intereſt ; and it is not 

improbable but, at another election, it way ſhake 
off the trammels of government dictation en- 
tirely. | 
The manor, which extends over the whole 
Hundred of Maidſtone, belongs to Lord Romney, 
who has a ſcat near this borough, 


Rich 
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'F 


- Ricnr or neren in the freemen not 


receiving alms or en 7 N 1701. 8 Dec. 


1702. 
. NUMBER Or Vor ERS GO. 
ReTurNING OFFICER— The mayor. 


Cast oF BRIBERY. 


Dec. 8, 1702. Reſolved, That the late election 


of burgeſſes for the ſaid borough of W 
a void election. 

Reſolved, That no warrant do iſſue during this 
ſeſſion of parliament, for the making out a new 


writ for the electing burgeſſes for the ſaid bo- 


rough of Maidſtone. 8 


Reſolved, That Gervas Hely is guilty of in- 


direct and corrupt practices, in order to the pro- 


curing members to be elected to ſerve in parlia- 


ment for the ſaid borough of Maidſtone. 


Ordered, That the ſaid Gervas Hely be, for his 


ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody. 


VrxXATIOUS PeTITION.—Peb. 7 1701. Re- 
ſolved, That Tho. Colepepper, eſq. who was one 


of the inſtruments in promoting and preſenting a 


ſcandalous, inſolent, and ſeditious petition, com- 


monly called the Kentiſb petition, to the houſe of 
Vor. I. . | commons, 


_— QUEEN BOROUGH. 


commons, hath been guilty of corrupt, ſcanda- 
lou, and indirect practices, in endeavouring to 
procure himſelf to be elected a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for the borough of 
There is another reſolution, That he is guilty of 
alperſing the laſt houſe of commons. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Tho. Colepepper, eſq. 
be, for his ſaid offence, committed to Newgate. 


| QUEENBOROUGH. 
PotrtTicat Cnaracter. This borough has 
been very juſtly conſidered for many years as a 
government borough ; for there has been no in- 
Nance, fince 1727, although there has been many 
conteſted elections, of any member being re- - 
turned in oppoſition to adminiſtration. From 
1727 to 1754, the elections were carried on by 
the united intereſts of government and Capt. 
Evans, who reſided in this place, and had the lead 
for many years in the corporation. From 1754, 
until the preſent time, the intereſt has been divi- - 
ded between the boards of ordnance and admi- 
ralty ; each has conſtantly carried a member; and 
for the laſt ſixteen years, by the mere power of 
office, 
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n in eb to the bat and to 
the influence of the Evang's family. 

The ſyſtematic application of the. n | 
of the board of ordnance to the purpoſes of ae 
quiring an influence in this borough, has been 
attended with a progreſſi ve increaſe of their efta- 
bliſhment on the Thames and Medway, anda very 
large addition to the expence of carrying on the 
ſervice by veſſels employed on thofe rivers. It ap- 
pears from official documents laid before the houſe 
of commons, that it amounted in 1754 to 7421. 
But it now amounts (excluſive of the wear and 
tear of veſſels, the property of government), to 
21901. 8s. 3d. How far the real exigencies of the 
public ſervice may require and juſtify ſo, confi= - 
derable an augmentation, we cannot pretend to- 
decide ; as thoſe who are moſt competent have 
fo widely differed in their opinions on the ſubjech; 
On the concluſion of the laſt war, Lord Fown- 
ſhend, the maſter-general of the ordnance, ordered 
the eſtabliſhment (the expence of which was then 
25o0l. per annum leſs than at preſent), to be re- 
duced. But it has ſince, by his ſucceſſor, the 
Duke of Richmond, vans W neceflary to 
be increaſed. 

This town ſeems to have been one of thoſe 5 


chat were not ſuffered to exerciſe the firſt right of 
| | 2 1 1 citizens 
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liament, until royalty choſe to extend to them 
the privilege. And this effential franchiſe to the 
eee oat 
bitants until the 12th of Eliz. 
—_ Conroxation.—The burgeſſes were firſt in- 
corporated by Edw. III. who granted to them 
the privilege of choofing, annually, a mayor and 
two bailiffs. The preſent corporation was eſta- 
bliſhed by a charter of Charles I. and confiſts of 
a mayor, four jurats, and two bailiffs, a conſta- 
| ble, town-ſerjeant, and a water-bailiff. It has 
likewiſe the cognizance of pleas. | 

Nor or Ettcrrion, The right of election 
has never been diſputed in parliament. But in 
1729, it was agreed to be in the mayor, yours | 
bailiffs, and burgeſſes. 
 _ Reronninc Orricex—The mayor. 
Parrzoxns—Ordnance and admiralty. 

Nous or Vortrts—Before Mr. Crewe's bill, 
there were 152; but 21 being diſqualified by 
that hill, there are only 131. At preſent, out of 
131 perſons entitled to vote for this borough, 23 
| Hold places under the ordnance, and 11 under 
the admiralty, of whoſe ſituations . and emo - 
laments we have here annexed a correct ac- 
count. There are alſo 7 officers in the navy, 


1 in 
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1 in the artillery, and 14 or 15 ordnance la- 

bourers on the gun-wharfs at Sheerneſs and 

Purfleet. In time of war the ordnance inte- 

reſt is conſiderably encreaſed by the employ- 

ment of Queenborough DO” and OY 
for . 8 


——— — 
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LIST or PLACES 
Under the Ordnance and Navy Bords, held by 
| Freemen of Quzznzozoven, with. their An- 
mal Salaries, and the Number of Freemen 
holding them reſpeQively under the Ordnance. 


Ann. Salaries. 


. 
170 00 


— 


of the Survey at Woolwich 100 © o 

of the Checque at Sheerneſs 80 o © 

| of the Survey at Chath oo. 
Aerk in the Clerk of the Checque's| 

— — -=-=-=-=-- 50 00 
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. 


— 
= 


* 


Brought over = = = 


Maſter of a Sloop, at 270 J. per 
ann. for himſelf and ſeven men 

Maſters of Powder-Boats, at 168 J. 
per ann. each, for himſelf, and t 
find two men and a boy whe 
on ſervi ce 


Mates of Sloops, Woch 


or Gun-Hoys, at 48 J. per ann. 
each = = - = = - = = = 


| Names of Par. un. Salaries. 
| 7 1 


938 100 


270 O0 0 


672 o O 


235 0 0 


UNDER ruz NAV. 


Maſters of Tranſports, Lighters 


or Long-boats, at about 40 J. 
per ann. each = = = = = o 


Quarterman in Sheerneſs Yard - 
{Ship Carpenter 


BOWEL - = <= <= >< Sas 


CCC 86 3 
Gunner : 


| 2168 IO O- 


200 eo 
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LANCASTER COUNTY. 


PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


18 of the Earl of 
Derby, together with his lordſhip's perſonal influ- 
ence, always ſecures the election of one of the re- 

preſentatives for this county. The * of the 


other is independent. 
King Edward III. made it a county picks, 


in favour of his ſon John of Gaunt; and it has 


ill a court, which fits in the duchy chamber at 
Weſtminſter, and takes cognizance of all cauſes 
that any way concern the revenue belonging to 
that duchy ; the chicf judge of which is the chan- 
cellor of the duchy, who is aſſiſted and attended 
by the attorney-general, the receiver-general, the 
_ auditor of the north and ſouth parts of the duchy, 
the king's ſerjeant and council, the fecretary, 
deputy clerk and regiſter, an uſher, deputy uſher, 
and meſſenger ; as alſo a court of chancery, ap- 
pointed to hear and determine all cauſes, accor- 
ding to ſome peculiar cuſtoms uſed among them- 
ſelves, which is held at Preſton. The chancellor 
is chief judge of this court alſo, and has proper 
officers under him, ſuch as a vice-chancellor, 
| an 
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an e chief erk, 1 and 
examiner, five attorneys and clerks, a protho< 
notary and his deputy, and clerks of the crown 
and peace. 
From the time chat 1 was made a 
county palatine, the town of Lancaſter gave the 
title of duke to a branch of the royal family, till 
the union of the houſes of York and Lancaſter, 
by the marriage of King Henry VII. of the Lan- 7 
caſter line, with Elizabeth, heireſs 9 the houſe of 
York. x 
' This county is divided into fix hundreds, has 
no city, and only twenty-ſeven market-towns. It 
lies in the province of York and dioceſe of Cheſ- 
ter, and contains ſixty-three pariſhes, which are, 
in general, much larger than thoſe of any other 
county in England, and very populous ; for which 
reaſon there are many chapels in the county, 
ſeveral of which are as large as pariſh churches. 
It ſends fourteen members to parliament, two 
knights of the ſhire, and two repreſentatives for 
each of the following 5 boroughs, Lancaſter, 
Liverpool, Preſton, 8 * and Cli- 
thero. : 


8 


he 


| LANCAS- 


—x —¾ 
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LANCASTER. 

Portricat Cuakacrzx.— The Earl of Lonf. 
dale has attempted, for theſe three laſt parlia- 
ments, to bring this town within the vortex of his 
parliamentary intereſt, but he has been always foil- 


ed by a great majority. It contains, at this time, 
about 1160 houſes, and ſomewhere about 1600 


families. At the laſt election 1800 voted, 700 of 


whom only live in Lancaſter. By the charter, 
freemen only have a vote; but the moſt glaring 
corruption lies in making thoſe freemen. A 
freeman's ſon, or a freeman's apprentice, with- 
in the borough, is entitled to take up his free- 
dom whenever he pleaſes, on paying into the 
hands of the mayor or bailiff 11. 7s. 6d. This 
ſum is moſt generally paid by the oppoſing can- 
didates, and the greateſt number of freemen, thus 


' made, turns the ſcale of the election. Hence, as 


ſhip-building and the cabinet buſineſs are the only 
manutactorics there, he who has moſt ſhips to 
build or repair, or he who will lay out a few hun- 
dreds in mahogany furniture, is moſt likely to 
carry his election. The journeymen are at the 
command of their maſters; they get intoxicated 
during the canvas, and having 58s. to eat and 
drink on the day of election, they give a ſhout, 


and 


LANCASTER, 3 


and go quietly to work again. The revenue 
officers are about twenty-five; but many of them 
are not freemen, and therefore had no votes. The 
numbers at the laſt election on the poll were, 
for : | 


Sir G. Warren, bart. 1015 


John Dent, eq. == . row 
Richard Penn, eſq. WF 


This borough, which was ſo made in the 4th 
of Richard I. having ſent members the 23d, 26th, 
33d, and 35th of Edw. I.; 8th and 19th of Edw. 
II.; and iſt, ad, 3d. and 4th of Edw. III.; 
ceaſed ſending till Edw. VIth's time, when it 
was reſtored, with Preſton, 1 and 8 8 
: " Golnotarion--Cabflle- of a mayor, a re- 
corder, 12 aldermen, two bailiffs, 12 capital 
burgeſſes, 12 common burgeſſes, a en 

and two ſerjeants at mace. ö 


EKing John confirmed to the burgeſſes all the 
liberties he had granted to thoſe of the city of 
Briſtol; and King Edward III. granted to themayor 
and bailiffs, the privilege of having the pleas and 
ſeſſions held here, and no where elſe in the coun- 
try. This town has given the title of duke to 
many branches of the royal family. 

22 o[⅕ 


* 
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"Rrcur or Ezecrion—by the charter, is in 
rhe freemen. | 
Nous or VorzRSs—I 800. 
RxrunxtNxG Orricex—The * 4 two 
dailiſſs. 
PRESTON, | 
PottTicat Cuaracrter, —A queſtion has been 


at ifſuc for near a century and a half, Whether | 
the right of election for this borough was in the 


| in. burgeſſes of the laſt guild, and thoſe admitted 
mice by copy of court-roll, or in the inhabitants 
Pot-wallers? 5 


— fangs before the houſe 
of commons, previous to the paſſing of the Gren- 
ville act ; firſt on the 18th of December, 1661; 
ſecondly, on the 29th of November, 1768; and 
twice more fince the paſſing of that act. Firſt, 
upon the petition of John Fenton Cawthorne, 


eq. againſt Licutenant-general Burgoyne, and Sir 
HH. Houghton, in 1780; and again, upon the peti- 


tion of Michael Angelo Taylor, eſq. againſt the 
ſame fitting members, in 1784; in all of which 
— ATI WIT 

was in the inhabitants at large. 
This is a large and populous town. The Earl 
of Derby has a very hand ſome houſe here, and has 
ſyfficieny 


LIVERPOOL. 5 * 


ſu Keient influence to return one of its members; 
the other ſeat 1s NN carried NY _ diſſenting | 
intereſt. - 

This borough, which was ſo made by Hen. II. 
having ſent members to parliament in the 23d, 
2öth, 33d, and 35th of Edw. I. and in the iſt of 
Edw. IL intermitted I till Edward VI. 
when it was reſtored. ng 

CorPoRATION.—Tt is Seen by Wag | 
recorder, aldermen, four under- aldermen, feven- 
teen common-councilmen, and a town-clerx. | 

Ricur or ELxcTIon.—1661, 1875 December. 
All the inhabitants have voices in the election. 
1768, 29th November. Not to admit counſel 
to produce evidence, in order to ſhew thar the 
right of election for the faid borough was in all 
the inhabitants; according to the laſt determina- 
tion of the houſe, or that the words, all the in- 
« habitants, mentioned in the ſaid determina- 
tion of the houſe, mean only, © ſuch in- burgeſſes 

« of the laſt guild, or thoſe admitted fince by 
ec copy of court-roll, as are inhabitants of the | 
« place; but all the inhabitants at large. | 

| NUMBER OF VOTERS—b60O0. A 

RETURNING orricers—The mayor and two 
bailiffs. 

"TA rR04—The Earl of . = 
LIVER- 
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LIVERPOOL. 

PotrrTicar. Craractir.—This great com- 
mercial town is entirely free, both from ariſto- 
cratical and miniſterial influence. Previous to 
the reign of Charles II. the freemen at large 
exerciſed the right of chooſing their own mayor, 
aldermen, and common=council, as in the city of 
London; but fince that time the body corporate 
have aſſumed the power of filling up all vacancies, 
without their will and approbation. They have 
now, however, reſumed their right, which had 


| been fo. arbitrarily and illegally withheld from 


them, and have, on St, Luke's day laſt, choſen 
their own mayor. At the laſt general election, 
adminiſtration and oppoſition united their forces 
in the perſons of Lord Penrhyn and Mr. Bamber 
Gaſcoigne; but the independent freemen beheld 
this unnatural union with that deteſtation which 
it deſerved, and reſolved inſtantly ro cruſh this 
monſtrous production at its birth. The gallant 
Colonel Tarleton was, in his abſence, propoſed - 
by them as a proper perſon to ſupport their own 
dignity and real conſequence, and to withſtand 
the formidable juuction; and the ſucceſs which 
be 
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he met with at the poll, ſhewed him not unwor- 
thy of the 2 Honour e 
him: 
The numbers on the peil were, for 
Banaſtre Tarleton, eſgqſ. r257 © 
Bamber Gaſcoigne 887 
Lord Penrhyn 716 
Henry Blundel, efq. the late mayor, who was 
elected to that office by the frexmen at large, took 
poſſeſſion of the town treaſury, and thereby pre- 
vented the corporation from ſupporting their 
aſſumed claims at the expence of the public 
chamber. The legal deciſion of this queſtion 
is of the firſt importance to every corporate city 
and town in the kingdom, as it will determine 
whether a large community is to be governed 
by a ſelf-elected junto, or by a magiſtracy, who 
are to deri ve their W from the voice of 
the people. | 
Within theſe fifty years, this town hath in- 
creaſed fo prodigiouſly in trade, that it is now 
ſaid to be the greateſt ſea-port in England, except 
London, it being thought to exceed even Briſtol. 
The merchants here trade to all parts, except 
Turkey and the Eaſt-Indies; but their moſt 
beneficial trade is to Guinea and the Weſt- 
Indies, by which many have raifed great fortunes. | 
The 
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The increaſe of its trade for near a century paſt 


. cannot be better aſcertained, than by a view of 
the great number of ſhips belonging to the town, 


or which have been cleared out at the port, for 
any two years, at ſome conſiderable diſtance of 
time. In 1565, the trade of the place ſeems to 
have been carried on ſolely by their own ſhips 
and boats, of which they had twelve, that in the 
whole amounted to no more than two hundred 


and twenty-three tons, and employed but * 


five ſcamen. 
A ate 


on the ſpot where the town-houſe ſtood, at 
the top of Water-ſtreet, and is a grand edi- 


fice of white ſtone, built in the form of a ſquare, 
round which are piazzas for the merchants to 


walk in. Above ſtairs are*the mayor's offices, 


the leſſions-hall, the council-chamber, and two 
elegant ball-rooms. 

The cuſtom-houſe is a nx: bnidling of: brick 
and ftone, fituated at the head of one of the 
docks. There are three large and commodious 


| docks, ſecured by iron gates, through which 


ſhips fail on their coming to the town. In theſe 
docks they lie cloſe to the ſhore, and land 
their goods with the greateſt facility; and the 
— ras 


ſtorms. 
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ſtorms. There is alſo a new playhouſe in 
Drury. lane, where players perform in the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon. | 
This town, which contains four men va was 
once in the pariſh of Walton, but is now ſe- 
parated from it by act of parliament ; notwith- 
ſtanding which, it pays to the rector forty ſhil- 
lings per annum. Two of theſe livings are in the 


git of the corporation, and thechaplains have each 


1201. a year; the other two are a joint rectory, 
alſo in the gift of the corporation, with: two rec- 
tors, who have each 1501. per annum, and offi- 
ciate at them alternately; they have likewiſe 
| ſurplice fees 'of the whole town; fees are alſo 


| . Paid to the miniſters who do the duty of the 


other churches. An act was paſſed a few years ago, 
to enable the inhabitants to build two churches 
more, one of which was ſoon after begun near- 
the Ladies Walks, a very pleafant place, which 
commands a fine view of the river and the 8 
ſhire ſhore. | 
| This town ſent members 23. and 35 Edward I. 
but made no other return till the * of — 
word VI. 
CokpORATTION.— It Is at by a mayor, 
annually choſen on St. Luke's day, a recorder, 
IT 8 . and 
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and common - council of forty-one, inchuding the 
mayor, recorder, and town clerk. | 
Whoever has borne the office of mayor is 
afterwards ſtyled an alderman. 
_ Ricur or Etecrion—1 729, 575 March. Was | 
agreed by the counſel on both ſides to be in the 
mayor, bailiſſs, and freemen of the ſaid borough, 
not receiving alms. 

Nun Or VOTERS—2300. | 
RerunxING Orriezx.— The mayor and. two 


CLITHEROE. 


Portrical S reſolution of the 
houſe of commons having veſted the right of 
election for this borough in a peculiar kind of 
burgage tenure, the real number of which is 
not more than forty-two, a conteſt has ſubfiſted 
for many years between Thomas Liſter, eſq. 
who is in the intereſt of Oppoſition, and Aſheton 
Curzon, eſq. who eſpouſes that of Adminiſtra- 
tion : the former was ſucceſsful at the elections of 
1780 and 1784 but the parties have ſince found 

it convenient to compromiſe their intereſts, and 
each to ſend one member. | 

The electors of this borough have che name of 
burgeſſes, though it has no corporation, 


Ricur 
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Rich or ELzcTIon—1661, 445 February, is 
in ſuch freeholders onl 5. as have eſtates for life, | 


or in fee. 
NuMBeR or VoTER8—42. . 
ReTurNING Orric ERS Two bailiffs. 


PRoRIEToRS — Thomes Liſter, eſq. and 
Aſheton Curzon, eſq. | | 


WI GAN. 


no determination of the houſe reſpecting the 
right of election, but it is underſtood to be pre- 
ſcriptively in the free burgeſſes. It has two 


the other by Charles II. which empowers it to 
chooſe a mayor, recorder, twelve aldermen, and 


two bailiffs, and to appoint a ſword and mace 


of Portland, and Sir Henry Bridgeman. The 


and not exacting payment, with any extreme ſe- 


legiance. Inſignificant as this borough may ap- 
rs (the number of voters not exceeding 20d), 


- Forrricas, F 18 of this 
pariſh is always lord of the manor. There 1s 


charters, one given it by Queen Elizabeth, and 


bearer. The influence at preſent is in the Duke 


mode of fecuring the electors is by lending each 
individual a limited ſum of money upon bond, 


verity, while they preſerve. their political al- 


MES | it 


- 
- 
4 
1 
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a \ | 
it coſt the late George Byng, eſq. 20,000l. in 


oppoling the intereſt of the Earl of Lonſdale, | 


whoſe candidate, at that time, was Sir Fletcher 
Norton, afterwards Lord Grantley. | 

Corrornarrion.—lt is governed by a mayor, 
recorder, twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, and a 
ſword and mace bearer, by charter of 27 Eliz. 
and 18 Charles II. 

Ricur or Ertcrion.—There is no reſolution 
of the houſe reſpecting the right of election, but 
it is ſuppoſed to be in the free burgeſſes. 

Nonnen or VoTers—About 200. 

RrerurxnincG Orricexs—The mayor. 

Parzons—Duke of Portland, and Sir Henry | 


" Brig 


* 


| NEWTON. 


Wesens Cnaracter.—The right of * 
tion in this borough is in the ſteward of the lord 
of the manor, the bailiff and burgeſſes, who de- 
rive their privileges from preſcription. The 
lord of the manor is Thomas Peter Legh, eſq. 
of Lyme, in this county, who has the abſolute 
controu! of theſe electors, as well as the appoint- 


ment of the returning Os - | 5 
ConrokATTOx. 
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Ct} is governed by a ſteward, 
bailiffs, and burgeſſes. 
RNichr or ETECTTox.— There is no reſolu- 
tion of the houſe reſpecting the right of election. 
but it is ſuppoſed to be in the free burgeſſes. 

 Numser or Vork About 36. 

| ReTuRNING Orc ERS. Steward of the lord 
of the manor, and the bailiff. . | 


3 1:T70R— Thomas Peter 1 cl. 


| LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Torre Cnaxkerza. 


TE Duke of Rutland; fes his 8 
Perty, and perſonal connexions in this county, 
returns one of its members. —His Grace at- 
tempted to bring in both; but in this he was 
defeated by the independent party, who at that 
election ſucceeded in the choice of their on 

repreſentative. The Duke” s intereſt returned one 
of the members, and that of the- e 

| party the Oy at the laſt apes election. 


"A+ 3 i ILEIcES- 


( 350 * 
TEIcESTER TOWN. 


Porirrcar Cranacren. This town, having 
derived great advantages from the ſucceſs of its 
— manufactures, and the right of election being in 
the freemen at large, and inhabitants paying ſcot 
and lot, is therefore neither under the immediate 
influence of ariſtocracy nor -adminiſtration. A 
violent conteſt happened at the laſt general clec- - 
non in 1790, in which Samuel Smith, eſq. of 
Nottingham, and Nathaniel Braſſey Halhead, eſq. 
the preſent inember for Lymington, were candi- 
Gates on the court intereſt, and Thomas Boothby 
Parkins, eſq. eldeſt ſon of Sir Thomas Parkins, 
bart. and Lewis Montilieu, eſq. on that of Oppo- 
fition. After a poll of ſeveral days a coalition 
took place between all the parties; Mr. Halhead 
and Mr. Montilicu agreed to decline, that one 
af each party might be choſen without farther 
conteſt. Such an attempt to intrude upon them 
two repreſentatives, in open violation of the free- 
dom of election, had nearly proved fatal to the 
town. The populace began to commit depre- 
ations ; and had it not been for the timely inter- 
ference of the military, their proceedings would 
— vx aac 
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In the doomſday book this town is ſtyled a 
city, and had the title of mayor given to its chief 
magiſtrate 1248, 32 Henry III. Edward IV. in 
the 4th year of his "ou 1464, appointed i it a 
recorder. 

It had its charter from King John, and its 
fremen are toll-free at all — and markets in 
England. 
Conkroxk Ar TON. —It is governed by a mayor, 
i recorder, ſteward, bailiff, 24 aldermen, 48 com- 
mon- councilmen, a town clerk, and other of- 
ficers. n 
| RricnT or ErtcTion, 1705, 8th Feb. Such 

freemen as were made free at the charge of any 
of the candidates, had not a right to vote at the 
laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 
for the borough of Leiceſter. - 

Agreed to be in the freemen not receiving 
alms, and in the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot; 
but perſons living in the borough of Leiceſter, 
by certificate, not having gained a ſettlement by. 
renting ten pounds per anium, or ſerving in an 
annual office, are not entitled, by paying ſcot and 
lot, to vote. 

NuuzkRx OF Vorers on the poll at the laſt 
election ; | 
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For Thomas B. Parkins, eſq. 986 
Samuel Smith, eſq. 803 
N. B. Halhead, eſg. 551 
Rrrunxxixd Orricex—The mayor. 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 
PotITIcal Cruaracrts. 
Tus county, ranking with Devonſhire, in 
point of extent, opulence and territory, is not 
to be influenced by any individual. The obſer- 
vations which we have made with reſpect to that, 
will, in all its points, be applicable to this. We 
ſhall therefore refer the reader to the political 
character which we have given of that county. 


LINCOLN CITY. 


Potrricat Cuakacrrk. —The only ine 
which prevails in this city, and that not abſolute, 
is that of Lord Delaval, who has a feat in the 
neighbourhood, and his lordſhip's ſon-in-law, 
John Fenton Cauthorne, eſq. the preſent recor- 
der, and one of the repreſentatives. | 

CorxvueyTion.—The anxiety of candidates to 
obtain the writs for election, is ſometimes ſo 
great, 
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| W ſums of money have been given 
for them, and the beſt bidder has been generally 

the firſt poſſeſſor. A gentleman in office, of great 
character and integrity, and on whoſe credit we 
have the firmeſt reliance, informed us, that he was 
| preſent when 1000 guineas were given at the 
diſſolution of the laſt parliament, for the writ for 
this city. This infamous traffic is become fo 
notorious, that the interference of the legiſlature 
has lately been demanded by ſome independent 
- gentlemen in the houſe of commons. We there- 
fore hope that an effectual ſtop will be put to it, 
and that this ſpecies of commodity, ſold by 


auction, will no more be heard of. 


In the reign of Edward the Confeſſor, this city 
is ſaid to have had one thouſand and ſeventy 
houſes ; and, in the time of the Normans, was one 
of the moſt populous cities in England, and a 
mart for goods of every kind, which gave occa- 
ſion to the following prophecy, as they call it. 

Lincoln was, London is, and York ſhall be, 
The faireſt city of the three. ; 
This they ſuppoſe to have been fulfilled after the 

fire of London, in 1666. 3 

King Edward III. made it a ſtaple for wool, 
leather, lead, and other commodities ;* but af- 
terwards it ſuffered many calamities. It was 


Coen, e once 


RM GRANTHAN, 


once burnt ; once beſieged by King Stephen; 
who was here defeated and taken priſoner, and 


once taken by Henry III. from his rebellious 
This city had ſummons, with London and 
York, to ſend members to parliament 49 H. III. 
- Conrorarion.—It is governed by a mayor, 
twelve aldermen, two ſheriffs, a recorder, four 


This city is a county of itſelf, and has a viſ- 
countial juriſdiction twenty miles round ; a pri- 
vilege enjoyed by no other city in England. 

Riont or Ertzcrion.—There is no reſolu- 
tion of the houſe reſpecting the right of N | 
but it is allowed to be in the freemen. | 

Numztr or Vorzas— About 1100. 

ReruaxInG Orricers.—The mayor and ſhe- 

GRANTHAM. 


Por trical Cuaractar.— This place is of the 
middling fize, neither coming under the deſcrip- 
tion of a populous town, nor degenerating into a 
rotten borough. The influence over it is how- 
ever complete. The Duke of Rutland and Lord 
| Brownlow, 


» \ 
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| na from their B in the town, the 
cContiguity of their ſeats, and their perſonal intereſt, 
have the entire command of ity repreſentation. 


CokrORATION.—It is governed by an ancien: 


corporation, conſiſting of an alderman, recorder, 

twelve common burgeſſes, a coroner, an eſchea- 

tor, and twelve conſtables to attend on the court. 
RIOT or ELECTION—T73O, 11 Jan. Is in the 


freemen of the ſaid borough, not . alms 


of charity. 
NUMBER OF VoTzR3—400. 
ReTurNninG OrrIeER— The alderman, - 


— 


low, e 3 
' STAMFORD. 


PorrTicaL 1 Cnaxacter—This town, although 


poſſe eſſing chartered pri ivileges, ſuperior to any 


other place in the kingdom, the city of London 
only excepted, i is not free from controul in the exer- 


eiſe of its political franchiſe. The Earl of Exe- 
ter, who poſſeſſes the venerable and magnificent 


ſeat of his anceſtors, at Burleigh near this town, 


is looked up to by the corporation and inha- 
bitants as their patron. We muſt however cau- 


tion our readers not to confound the influence 


which prevails in counties, and popular cities 
3 | | | 5 


Patron Duke of Rutland and Lord Brown- 
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and towns, with that which dictates in limited 
corporations and burgage tenures, which are all 
private property, and what are termed rotten 
boroughs, with only ten or twelve houſes in each. 
The influence of the firſt deſcription is only de- 
rived from extenſive property, eminent perſonal 
qualities, and from a good neighbourhood and hoſ- 
Pitality. The latter is of the authoritative kind, 
and is maintained by corruption, perſecution and 
tyranny, and is carried to market as a falcable 
commodity, with as little ſecrecy and caution as 
an cſtate is carried to the hammer at a public 
The inhabitants of this town have very extra- 
ordinary privileges, particularly a freedom from 
the juriſdiction of the ſheriff of the county, and 
from bcing impannelled on jurics out of the 
town: they are exempted from the government 
of all lord-licutenants ; are entitled to have the 
returns of all writs, and claim the privilege of 
having the militia of the town commanded by 
King's lord-licutcnant, and immediately under his 
mazeſty*s command, he is eſteemed, within the 
— the town, the ſecond man in the king- 


H 5 
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Here was fought the firſt battle between the 
Britons and Saxons, in which the former were en- 
tirely routed, and left their enemies in the poſ= 
ſeſſion of the field. In the reign of King Stephen 
there ſtood à caſtle in the middle of the town, 
the foundation plot of which is ſaid to be till 
viſible: and here the curlom of borough Engliſh 
ſtill ſubſiſts, by which the youngeſt ſon is his 
father's heir. 

In the reign of King Richard L the inhabi- | 
tants of this town, influenced by ſuperſtition, fell 
upon the many Jews who then lived —_ and 
| barbarouſly murdered them. 

This town having ſent members 23, 26, 28, 
30, 33, and 34 Edw. I. and 15 Edw. II. and 
to a council 11 Edw. III. made no other return 
till Edward IV's reign, who incorporated it anno 
regni 1, 1461, under the government of an 
alderman, which was, by King Charles — anno 

1 664. changed into a mayor. E 
| Corrorartion.—lt is governed by a mayor, 
2 recorder, twelve aldermen, a town clerk, 
twenty-four capital burgeſſes, and two ſerjeant 
at mace. 

Rokr or W 3 March, Is in 
the inhabitants paying ſcot and . 
| ceiving alms. 

2 N UMBER 
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Nowntn or Vorzxs—About 500. 


| Rerunnixc OFrxrcer. —The mayor. 85 
Farnon— The Earl of Exeter. | 


GREAT GRIMSBY. 


PourTIcat Craractir.—This borough is en- 
tirely under the controul of Charles Anderſon 
Pelham, eſq. member for the county. A ſtrong 
oppoſition was made at the laſt general election, 
in 2790, by the Hon. William Weſley Pole, bro- 
ther to the Earl of Mornington, one of the lords 
of the treaſury, and Robert Wood, Eſq. aided 
by the weight of government influence, which 
proved ineffectual. The candidates in Mr. Pel- 
| ham's intereſt were returned; a petition was pre- 
 Cemted by Mr. Pole and Mr. Wood, which ended 
in a void election; but Mr. Pelham's friends | 
were re- choſen. 

Conrorarion.—It is governed by a mayor, 
a high-ſtcward, a recorder, eleven aldermen, 
twelve common-councilmen, two coroners, two 
bailifts, a rown=clerk, _ three ſerjeants at 


Mac. 


RicnrT or — — There is no reſolution 5 


of the houſe reſpecting the right of eledtion; z bur 
«* 5 it 
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it is underſtood to be i in th freemen, * in- 
habitants. 

NUMBER OF e bi f 

RETURNIN OG OrrIcER— The mayor. 

ParRxo Charles Anderſon Pelham, g. 


BOSTON. 


PoLITICar ChAR ACER. — This place is re- 
markable for the many contradictory reſolu- 
tions of the houſe of commons, reſpecting the 
right of election. It was firſt reſolved to be in 
the commonalty, then in the mayor, aldermen, 
common- council, and freemen, and laſtly in the 
freemen paying ſcot and lot. It is entirely under 
the influence of the Duke of Ancaſter, whoſe in- 


tereſt always brings in the members. A petition 
was preſented, after the laſt election, by General 
Smith, complaining of the moſt flagrant acts of 
corruption; but this petition was afterwards 
withdrawn, at the requeſt of a gentleman of 


high rank, with whom the conteſting — had 

each the honour of an acquaintance. . 
The electors of this place demand their /ep- 

tennial flipend with as much confidence as if it was 


the rent of an eſtate, and generally receive it with 
as much punctuality as if they had a ſimilar 
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— is as is governed by a 
mayor, who is chief clerk of the market, and 
admiral of the coaſt, a recorder, twelve alder- 
men, a town clerk, cighteen common-council- 
men, a judge, and marſhal of the admiralty, a 
coroner, two ſerjeants at mace, and other offi- 
Rricur or Eizcrion—1628, 8tb March. In 
the commonalty, and not in the mayor, alder- 
men, and common council. 

171, 20th March. Only i in the mayor, 9 
dermen and common-council, and freemen of 
_ the faid borough, reſident in it, and paying ſcot 
_ and lot, 

1719, 24 Merch. anche mac cis. 
men, common=council, and freemen reſident in 
the faid borough, paying ſcor and lot; ſuch 
emen claiming their freedom by birth or ſer- 

Nous or VoTtts—About 200. 

RerozxinG Or:icex—The mayor. 

Parzon—Duke of Ancaſter. 
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MIDDLESEX. 
| Poi G 


THIS county is remarkable for that true ſpi- 
rit of independence which the frecholders diſ- 


played in their conteſt with the houſe of com- 


mons, from the year 1768 to the year 1782. 
The important ſubject which engaged their 
attention, is the greateſt that mankind can be 


employed in; and the firmneſs and reſolution 
with which they ſupported their own rights, and 


thoſe of their fellow. citizens, will be handed 
down to poſterity with that enthuſiaſtic ap- 
plauſe their patriotic labours, of fourteen years 
ſo richly merit, and which, being finally crowned 
with ſucceſs, holds up a leſſon to future admini- 


ſtrations, that, however venal and corrupt their 


adherents may be, the ſpirit of honeſt perſeve- 


rance will always prevail over miniſterial influ- 


ence. 
At the general e in 1768, John Wilkes, 
eſq. who was juſt returned from his exile, was 
unanimouſly nominated, at a numerous meeting 
of the freeholders of this county, held at the 
Vos. I. „ aſſembly 
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ain ag; vn; the 20th. of 


March, to repreſent this county in parliament. On 
the 28th of the fame month the election came on 


at Brentford, when Sir William Beauchamp Proc- 
tor, bart. and George Cooke, eſq. the late mem- 
bers, were candidates; Mr. Wilkes was alſo put 
in nomination ; and at ber of the mr the 

numbers were, for - 


John Wilkes, efq. n 8 1292 
George Cooke, eſq. 827 
Sir W. B. Proctor, 807 


Whereupon the ſheriffs, Meſſieurs Hallifax ** 
Shakeſpeare, declared Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Cooke 
to be duly elected. On the 10th of May fol- 
lowing, the parliament met, when no buſineſs 
of conſequence was done, except chooſing their 


ſpeaker, &c. until their prorogation. 
On the 8th of November, 1768, the parlia- 


ment met again; and on the 14th of November 
following, a petition was preſented to.the houſe 
_ from Mr. Wilkes, then a priſoner in the King's 
Bench. This petition, which furniſhed an occa- 
fion for the memorable proceedings that fol- 
lowed, contained a recapitulation of all the pro- 
ceedings againſt Mr. Wilkes, from the time of 
his — by a general warrant in 

Ss — 88 
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April 1763, to the time of his commitment to | 
the King's Bench priſon, in 19768. 

I The petition produced an order, for the proper 
officers to lay before the houſe a copy of the re- 

- cords of the proceedings upon the ſeveral informa- * 
tions in the court of King's Bench againſt 
Mr. Wilkes. After which, the journals and reſolu- 
tions of the houſe, upon that ſubject, in the year 
1763, being examined, a day was appointed for 
the hearing of the matter of the petition, and 
alſo of the proceedings in the court of King's 
Bench, of which notice was ordered to be given 
to Mr. Wilkes: a great number of perſons alſo, 
who were concerned as actors or witneſſes in 

theſe tranſactions, among whom was Mr. Webb, 
late ſecretary to the Treaſury, and againſt whom 

a heavy charge was laid in the petition, were 
ordered to attend the houſe at the ſame time. 
Some perſons of great weight in oppoſition, from 
the beginning, recommended to the miniſtry, that 
this petition ſhould be paſſed by without notice, 
and very ſtrongly pointed out the miſchievous 

_ conſequences which muſt attend an enquiry in- 
to that ſort of matter to the houſe at large, and 
particularly to the miniſters themſelves. Du- 
ring this interval, ſome motions were made upon Z 
the OW the want of ſucceſs i in which, ſeemed 
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indicative of the diſpoſition that prevailed within 
_ doors, in regard to the popular priſoner, whoſe _ 
preſent ſituation excited the , greateſt attention 
without. Among theſe, it was moved to addreſs 
his majeſty, that the auditor of the impreſs 
mould lay before the houſe copies of all ſuch 
accounts as had been paſſed, declared, or recei- 
vod, from Philip Carteret Webb, eſq.' ſince Mid- 
fummer, 1762, which was paſſed in the negative. 
In the mean time Mr. Webb petitioned for an 
opportunity to vindicate himſelf, at the bar of 
the houſe, from the charges that were made 
againſt him ; which he was allowed to do, either 
by himſelf or his counſel, at the time of hearing 
the matter of the petition. Application having 
been made alſo by Mr. Wilkes for liberty to 
attend the houſe, in order to ſupport the allega- 
| tions of his petition, it was complied with, and 
liberty of counſel allowed him for that purpoſe. 
Aſter theſe previous ſteps had been taken, the 
tire for hearing the matter of the petition, which 
had been originally fixed for the ad of December, 

was however put off to the 12th of the ſame 

month ; after which it was finally adjourned to 
the 25th of the following January ; at which 
time the miniſtry ſeemed undetermined how to 


a; but a proceeding of Mr. Wilkes afforded 
aa new 
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a new apportunity or pretence to renew the pro- 
ſecution againſt him. On one hand, many in 
adminiſtration and office were exceedingly averſe 
to taking any ſtep relative to this gentleman, as 
many inconveniences had formerly been expe- 

rienced from ſuch a conduct, and more were ap- | 
prehended from a revival of it. Neither did the . 
oppoſition ſeem willing to preſs the miniſter 
on that buſineſs; the very motion by which 
Mr. Wilkes's petition had been introduced 
into that houſe, having prayed no more than 
that it ſhould lay on the table; a method, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of that aſſembly, of ci- 
villy paſſing into oblivion ſuch matters as they 
do not chooſe to attend to, or formally to re- 
ject. It ſeems however that the party moſt 
animated towards the r prevailed at 
8 
Mr. Wilkes, having by ne means : procured 
a copy of a letter from the Secretary of State, to 
certain magiſtrates of Surry, reſſ pecting their 
employing the military to aid the civil power, 
in quelling a riot in St. George's Fields, by which 
Mr. Allen, a young man of exemplary character, 
And reſpectable connections, loſt his life *; _ 
ys Cs The 
A monument to commemorate this fatal cataſtrophe is 
erected in the church- yard of St, Mary, Newington, 
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The Secretary of State acknowledged him- 
ſelf the writer of the letter, and made a complaint 
in the houſe of lords, as a peer, of a breach of 
privilege ; and the publiſhers of the news-papers 
having acknowledged that they received a copy 
of the letter from Mr. Wilkes, a complaint was 
made to the commons, of the conduct of their 
member, and a conference held upon the ſubject 
__ two houſes ; and the matter being agi- 
rated, during the enquiry into the merits of Mr. 
Wilkes's petition, he with great boldneſs, before 
the houſe, confeſſed himſelf the author of the 
prefatory remarks, as well as of * ſent the 
whole to the news printer. 6 
The matter of the petition having 2 
a long examination, during which Mr. Wilkes, 
in the cuſtody of the marſhal of the King's Bench, 
attended the houſe, it was finally reſolved, . That 
* the two orders made by Lord Mansfield; lord 
chief juſtice of the King's Bench, for the amend- 
ment of the information exhibited in the ſaid 
« court againſt Mr. Wilkes, were according to 
* law and juſtice, and the practice of the ſaid 
* court : that the complaint of Mr. Wilkes, in 
_ * reſpet thereof, is frivolous ; and that the aſ- 
E perſions upon the ſaid chief juſtice, for making 
* the laid two orders, truly conveyed, are utterly | 
66 — 
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e groundleſs, and tend to prejudice the minds of 

_ « the people againſt the adminiſtration of pub- 
: « lic juſtice,” It was at the ſame time reſolved, 
that the charge againſt Philip Carteret Webb, 
eſq. was not made good. | 

The Secretary of State's letter, and the prefa- 
tory - remarks, were next day taken under conſi- 
deration ; when it was reſolved, That the intro- 
e duction of a letter, addreſſed to Daniel Ponton, 
* eſq. chairman of the quarter ſeſſions at Lam- 
« beth, of which John Wilkes, eſq. a member 
of the houſe, had confeſſed himſelf the author 
« and publiſher, was an inſolent, ſcandalqus, and 
*r malicious libel, tending to inflame the minds 
« of his majeſty's ſubjects to ſedition, and to a 
* total ſubverſion of all 8 82 order and legal 
government.. 

Theſe reſolutidns- were - Had: afier 
long and violent debates, followed by expulſion. ; 
; in the vote of which, his former crimes, for which 

he was now ſuffering puniſhment, were compli- | 
_ cated with the preſent charge; and a new writ 
Was accordingly iſſued for * election of a 
member in his room. 

The next day, at a very numerous meeting of 
the frecholders of Middleſex, held at the Mile- 
end aſſembly-room, George Bellas, clq. was called 

. to 
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to the chair, when James Townſhend, eſq. 

_ member of parliament for Weſt-Looe, in Corn- 
wall, and afterwards alderman of London, recom- 
mended the reſolution of re-electing Mr. Wilkes 
in a very elegant and animated ſpeech, in which he 
obſerved, that he had never ſeen nor ſpoken to 
Mr. Wilkes before his late expulſion ; that he 
regarded his cauſe ſolely as the cauſe of the 
people, diveſted of every perſonal conſideration 
or connexion ; that the oppreſſion and injuries 


Mr. Wilkes had ſuffered, were ſufficient to rouſe 


tte indignation of every man, who had one gene- 
rous ſentiment in his breaſt, or the leaſt ſenſe of 
freedom and regard for the conſtitution z and 
that he would affert the right of the freeholders 
to the choice of their repreſentatives, by going 
to give his vote for Mr. Wilkes, in caſe of fu- 
rure expulſion, as long as he ſhould have a 
_ ſhilling left, or one leg to hop down to Brent- 
ford. 
N Sawbridge, eſq. member for Hithe, 
in Kent, ſeconded this motion with great ſpirit, 
concluding with the words of Mr. Wilkes's ad- 
dreſs, That if once the miniſtry ſhall be per- 
* mitted to ſay whom the frecholders ſhall not 
Th 


h * 
Mr. . 
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Mr. Horne, Samuel Vaughan, eſq. Sir Fran- 
cis Blake Delaval, Eyre, eſq. Jones, 
eſq. and many other gentlemen of property and 
character, ſpoke to-the ſame effedde. 
Mr. Wilkes was re-elected at Brentford, on 
the 16th, member for the county, by the unani- 
mous voice of above two thouſand of the moſt 
reſp̃ectable freeholders, who, notwithſtanding it 
proved a very wet day, attended at their own ex- 
pence, early in the morning, to ſupport this re- 
election, leſt any candidate in the oppoſite inte- 
reſt, ſhould have been, by a party, attempted to 
be ſurpriſed upon the county at the huſtings. 
Every thing was conducted with the moſt ſtrict 
and fingular good order. He was put up by 
James Townſhend, eſq. member for Weſt-Looe ; 
and when the re-election was declared, they all 
around teſtified their joy by the moſt loud and 
_ unanimous ſhouts of applauſe. It may be truly 
ſaid, that this re- election did not coſt Mr. 
Wilkes a fingle ſhilling, ſo unanimous and fo 
| hearty were the people in his favour. | 
Iꝓ)he next day, the 17th of February, 8 
the return of the previous day having been made 
to the houſe, it was reſolved, that Mr. Wilkes 
having been expelled this ſeſſion, Vas, and is, 


RR of wang elected a -member of the 
preſent 5 


36s MIDDLESEX. 


w the chair, when James Townſhend, eſq. 
member of parliament for Weſt-Looe, in Corn- 
wall, and afterwards alderman of London, recom- 
mended the reſolution of re- electing Mr. Wilkes 
in a very elegant and animated ſpeech, in which he 
obſerved, that he had never ſeen nor ſpoken to 
Mr. Wilkes before his late expulſion ; that he 
regarded his cauſe ſolely as the cauſe of the 
people, diveſted of every perſonal conſideration | 
or connexion ; that the oppreſſion and injuries 
Mr. Wilkes had ſuffered, were ſufficient to rouſe 
the indignation of every man, who had one gene- 
rous ſentiment in his breaſt, or the leaſt ſenſe of 
freedom and regard for the conſtitution ; and 
that he would affert the right of the freeholders 
to the choice of their repreſentatives, by going 
ro give his vote for Mr. Wilkes, in caſe of fu- 
ture expulſion, as long as he ſhould have a 
OTST kg 6 hop Gove 16 Brent. 


8 eſq. member for Hithe, 
in Kent, ſeconded this motion with great ſpirit, 
concluding with the words of Mr. Wilkes's ad- 
drefs, * That if once the miniſtry ſhall be per- 
« mitted to ſay whom the freeholders ſhall zo: 
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mw Horne, Samuel Vaughan, eſq. Sir Fran- 
cis Blake Delaval, Eyre, eſq. Jones, 
eſq. and many other eee of property and 
character, ſpoke tothe ſame effect. 
Mr. Wilkes was re- elected at Brentford, on 
che 16th, member for the county, by the unani- 
mous voice of above two-thouſand of the moſt 
reſpectable freeholders, who, notwithſtanding -it 
proved a very wet day, attended at their own ex- 
pence, early in the morning, to ſupport this re-- 
election, leſt any candidate in the oppoſite inte- 
reſt, ſhould have been, by a party, attempted to 
be ſurpriſed upon the county at the huſtings. 
Every thing was conducted with the moſt ſtrict 
and fingular good order. He was put up by 
James Townſhend, eſq. | member for Weſt-Looe ; 
and when the re-election was declared, they all 
around teſtified their joy by the moſt loud and 
unanimous ſhouts of applauſe. It may be truly 
ſaid, that this re- election did not coſt Mr. 
Wilkes a ſingle ſhilling, ſo unanimous and fo 
hearty were the people in his favour. : 
The next day, the 17th of February, I who, 
the return of the previous day having been made 
to the houſe, it was reſolved, that Mr. Wilkes 
having been expelled this ſeſſion, - was, and is, 
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preſent parliament. This ſecond election was 
declared void, nd = new writ ordered "to be | 
iſacd accordingly. 

On the 16th of March, a third id 
held at Brentford, for an election of a knight of 
the ſhire, when Charles Dingley made an offer 
to oppoſe this popular candidate ; but being very 
roughly handled by the populace, he thought it 
moſt prudent to decline; upon which Mr. Wilkes 
was again re- elected without oppoſition. - . 

It appears, that, at the above election, Mr. 
Dingley had not properly conſidered how far his 
natural fortitude was equal to the arduous taſk of 
oppoling the predominant ſpirit of a free people: 
if he had ſtood the poll only for one hour, it 
was the determination of miniſtry, as they had 
declared in the circle of their private friends, to 
get him ſeated by a ſpecial vote of the houſe, as 
they afterwards did in the cafe of Colonel Lut- 
trel. The reception, however, that he met 
with, and the countenance of the. frecholders, 
| had ſuch an effect upon him, that he was glad to 
retire with his life, not having. been able to find 
a man in the county that was hardy enough to 
put him in nomination: This election, as well 
as the former, was declared void; and near ana- 
ther month was ſuffered to elapſe, before the time 

- Was 
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was fixed for a new one. It was now thought chat 


this mode of electing and declaring void, would 
have been carried on to the end of the ſeſſion ; 


and that it would then have lain over to the next - 


meeting, in which time the minds of men might 


have cooled, or ſome impediment might have 


been found to change the nature of the diſcuſ- 
ſion; and many thought, that in the preſent cir- 


cumſtances, it would have been the moſt prudent 
conduct that could have been purſued; for 


though great debates aroſe concerning the reſo- 


lution of incapacitation, and the ſubſequent ones 


of voiding the election, yet the public did not 
think themſelves ſo much intereſted in them, nor 
their rights in any degree ſo materially alfcted, 


as by the ſucceeding meaſure. 
A different conduct was however adopted : : 


7 gentleman in a military character, and of con- 


ſiderable connexions, though of no fortune or in- 


tereſt immediately in the county, was hardy 
enough to vacate his ſeat in parliament by the 


acceptance of a nominal place, and to encounter 


the whole weight of popular odium, by decla- 
ring himſelf a candidate for the county of Middle- 
ſex ; a meaſure at that time ſuppoſed to be at- 
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faid to have been opened upon his life at ſome 
of the infurance-offices in the city. 

This danger however proved to be only ima- 
ginary z for though ſome riots happened upon 
the road, the election was conducted with great 
order ; the fear of giving any handle to diſpute 
its validity, having proved ſuperior to every 
other conſideration with the freeholders. Though 
into the ſcale in this gentleman's favour, yet a 
majority of near four to one appeared againſt 


Kim upon the cletion; the numbers being, on ” 


the poll, | | 
For John Wilkes, eig. 1143 
For Colonel Luttrel, only 299 
Majority in favour of the) 40 
cauſe of Liberty, | | 
Two days after this „ 
carried in the houſe, by a majority of 221 to 


139, that Colonel Luttrel ought to have been 
returned a knight of the ſhire for the county of 


Middleſex ; and the deputy clerk of the crown 


was ordered to amend the return, by raſing out 
the name of Mr. Wilkes, and inſerting that of 
Colonel Luttrel in its place. Fourteen days 


* been allowed for a petition againſt this 
3 
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deciſion, one was accordingly; preſented; ſigned 
by ſeveral freeholders, which was again brought 
into very warm and ſerious debate; when, how- | 
ever, upon a diviſion, the former reſolution was 
confirmed by a majority. [42 

As no public meaſure, ks the moines of | 
the preſent royal family, had incited ſo general 
an alarm, or cauſed ſo univerſal a diſcontent as 
the preſent, ſo was no other ever oppoſed with 
more firmneſs, or debated with greater ability; 
nor has any other political ſubject been ſo ably 
diſcuſſed without doors, or e of {ſo e 
maſterly writings. _ 

Mr. Cooke, the other ning for Middle. 
ſex, died in October, 1768. On the 8th of No- 
vember following, the election came on at Brent - 
ford, for a knight of the ſhire in his room, when 
Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, the late member, 
who had been ouſted by Mr. Wilkes, became a 
candidate in the miniſterial intereſt; and John 
Glynn, eſq. ſerjeant at law, was propoſed by 
* friends of liberty. About two of the clock, 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn having polled a great majo- 
rity over his opponent, a deſperate riot broke 
out on a fudden; the mob mounted the huſtings, 
attempted to ſeize. the poll-books, and · entirely 

put a ſtop to the election. Great numbers of 
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freeholders were hurt ** 
the remainder of the day was a ſcene of riot and 
confuſion. The election was continued by va- 
ons adjournments, until the 14th of the ſame. 
IR PR 2 
numbers being, 

For Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 1542 
For Sir W. B. Proctor, 8 50 


| Majority for Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 264 . 
Whereupon that gentleman was declared duly 
clefted. The numbers polled at this election 
— IPEES mnnnne: potted 
upon any preceding occaſion. 
tue riot on the 8th inſtant, by the friends of 
Six W. B. Proctor, having the label * Proctor 
* and liberty” in their hats, was productive of 
moſt ſerious conſequences. Mr. George Clarke, 
= young gentleman, was murdered by one of 
thoſe miſcreants, as he ſtood at the huſtings, du- 
ring the time of polling. The body was taken 
wo the White-Hart, Welbeck-ſtreet, where the 
' fheville, eſq. one of the coroners of the county 
ef Middleſex, and a very reſpectable jury, when 
it appeared, from very clear and poſitive evi- 


„bps. ——— 


dence, that his death was cet by a blow 
given him by a ſtick or bludgeon, by ſome of the 
mob concerned in the riot, during the election 
on the $th inſtant. The jury, very prudently, 
deſired to have the aſſiſtance and opinion of a 
furgeon; when a very eminent one was ſent for, 


who, after opening the head of the deceaſed, and 


examining him in a very particular manner, 
gave his opinion, that the ſaid blow was the cauſe 
of his death. The jury, without the leaſt heſi- 
tation, gave in their verdict, * Wilful murder 
:© againſt ſome: perſon or perſons unknown. 


Laurence Balf, and Edward Macquirk, were 


| afterwards apprehended: for the above murder, 
and took their trial at the Old Bailey, on the 


* 14th of January, 1769, when it appeared that 


the priſoners were hired, with others, previous 
to the day of election, for the purpoſe bf keeping 
the peace, and aſſiſting the friends of Sir W. 
B. Proctor; that for ſome time the poll went 
on with the greateſt regularity, and with 
out the leaſt interruption; that all at once the 
8 priſoners, with others, began in a moſt outrageous 
manner to ſtrike and knock down, indiſcrimi- 


nately, all who came in their way; and that the 


- deceaſed was one of the unhappy perſons who. 


was thus violently attacked. They were both, | 
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„„ guilty. The 
vecorder then paſſed ſentence of death, and in his 
eech obſerved, that the procurers, however dig- 
— WAN, 
by the laws, from equal puniſhment 
_ The trial laſted fourteen hours, = EY 
tended by the fulleſt court ever known. 

Theſe men, as well as thoſe concerned in the 
murder of - Mr. Allen, afterwards received his 

8 

Although Colonel ieee 
— — unconſtitutional 
decifion of the houſe of commons, until the 
Cloſe of that parliament in 1774, he was never 
acknowledged by the electors of Middleſex, or by 
the people at large, as one of their repreſemia- 
tives ; and whenever an order was made for a call 
of the houſe, the ſheriffs of Middleſex always 
furmoned John Wilkes, eſq. and John Glynn, 
to attend their duty in parliament, as the gal 
zepreſcntatives of the county. | 
- Ar the enſuing general election 6 0 
Wilkes, and Mr. Serjeant Glynn, were unani- 
moully re-cleted; and the houſe of commons 
feeling themſclves fo unequal to the oppoſing the 
ſenſe of a whole nation, ſuffered Mr. Wilkes to 


— 
= = 
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This county unforrunately loſing Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn in the year 1779, who died in the month 
Duke of Nn Here attempted io = 
 obtrude a repreſentative upon the county; and 
Colonel Tuffnell accordingly vacated his ſeat for 
Beverly, to become a candidate upon that in 
tereſt. The late George Byng, eq. who was at 
chat time member for Wigan, in the county of 
rr 
otic party; but the miniſter refuſing to gi 
the Chiltern Hundreds to this gent man, 2s 15 
bad done to Colonel Tuffnell, prevented his 
deing in a capacity, at that time, to accept of the 
honour intended him. The independent gentle- 
inen of the county then prevailed upon Mr. 
Wood, of Littleton, to become their repreſen 
fative for the remainder of that parliament, "when | 
Mr. Byng's ir. ems Awad be emorgd by its 

Upon Mr. Wood's coinciding with hs vithd 
of the frecholders, - Colonel Tuffnell, being cor? | 
vinced that he had no chance of ſucceeding, de- 
clined the conteſt, and _ Wood wow moo 
mouſly elected, | \ | 

ASHE welt bi Is 1780, Mr. Brag 
was unanimouſly elected, together with Mr. 

Vor. 3 * Wilkes, 


„ wkivbiters: Z 
Wilkes, who re recived that Konour from his con« 
eS\ \ 4 2997 3+ 5 THE Andi: 
che fixth time. Ra 4g 
© On the 3d of May, 1782, t ic ee wh > 
| been annually made for tyclve. : years, for 
| "from the journals 'of the _bquſe , of 
commons the famous reſolution o of, the 17th of 
176g. for the expulſion of Mr.. Wilkes, 


February, | 
after ſo long a ſucceſſion, ucceſſion, of Hefears, now termi- 


27 vb fy AF 


nated, by a majoriry of 68 debe aht en 

the diviſion, being. ayes 11, noes, 47 It was 
9 unanimouſly, - that th 909 4 

; expulſion was illegal and unconſtitutional, . * 
_ The coalition taking place the following year, 

was productive of exaQly the fame conſequences 

| berween the, . repreſentatives of this . county,...a% 
with e for Weſtminſter. Mr. Main- 
vas propoled as a candidate, 8 | 

to Mr. Byng, and was elected. by 

: — majority, in conjunction ich Mr. Mr. 

Wilkes, a the diſſolution ofthe parliament which 
in 1784. 

"Ar the laſt general cledtion, in 1790, Mr. 
Wilkts declined the honour of ſitting in Parlia- 
ment, and was ſucceeded by oe 80 cla. 
#-choſen, .. | ds 
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Mater is divided into fix irinditeds,” and 
two liberties; has nearly two hundred pariſhes, 
excluſive of thoſe in London and Weſtminſter 
it is twenty-three miles long, about fourteen 
broad, and about a hundred and fifteen” miles in 
circuit ; ; it has ſeven tnatket towns, and contains 
two hundred and forty ſquare miles, or two 

hundred and nee, ne fix hundred 
acres. 4 5 2 8 

Though this is teckoned” one. of the nai 
counties, in point of extent, in the kingdom, vet, ; 
on account, of Loridon and Weſtminſter, it pays 
eighty parts out of five hundred and thirteeen of 

the land-tax: It ſends 1600 men to the national 
militia, excluſive of London atid the Tower Ham- 
lets. Its principal river is the Thames, which =} 
18 navigable 138 miles inland, from London- 1 
bridge to Lechlade; at which place it is continized 
by a canal to the Stroud- water canal, and through 5 
it to the Severn, which was opened November 18. 8 
1789, at the Expence of 2 260,008. By means 
of this inland navigation, the internal trade of N 
the country may be carried on in time of OO 
without the interruption of our enemies. TEES 

This county has been long famous for being | - 

the reſidence of the king and his court, as alſo 
| of the nobility, courts of juftice, &c. Here 1 
| EEE ER kkewile 
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likewiſe are fituate the houſes of lords and com- 
mons, and ſeveral royal palaces, together with 
great number of ſuperb buildings, a deſcrip- 
tion of which does not come within the limits 
of our plan. 

The two ſheriffs of the city of London : are 
alſo the ſheriffs of this county, annually choſen 
at Guildhall by the livery, and are afterwards 
preſented before the barons of the 2 for 


gf LONDON. | 


PotITICat Cuaractar.—This city, which is one 
of the firſt in magnitude, population, commerce, 
and opulence, in Europe, has no more weight in 
the legiſlative repreſentation of the country, 
| than the united boroughs of Weymouth and 
Melcombe Regis, which are the property of an 
individual. Its members are not the repreſen- 
 ratives of the inhabitant houſekeepers, reſident 
and paying taxes within the city, but of a cor- 
|  porate franchiſe, derived under ancient charters, 
limited and confirmed by an act of parlia- 
ment 11 George I. chap. 18, ſe. 1. to the 
liverymen of the ſaid city. In order to be poſ- 
* elective right, a man muſt have 
obtained 
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obtained his freedom of one of the. trading 
companies, and likewiſe of the city of London, 
either by birth, as the fon of a freeman born 


after his father” became free ; by ſervitude, as 


having ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip to a 
freeman; by gift of the corporation; or by pur- 


chaſe, and afterwards, by being admitted to the 


livery of one of the companies. This laſt qua- 
lification was not always neceſſary, the right of 
election anciently having been in the. freemen 
at large, which was the ſubject of many con- 
teſts, until-11 George I. gave a peremptory right 
to the livery only. The prefent number is under 


| 8000; but if the right were in the freemen at 


large, the electors would be nearly ten times that 
number; or if it were in the inhabitant houſe- 
keepers, agreeable | to our ancient free conſti- 
tution, the number would be 22,000. . 
The civil government of this city is the firſt 
and beſt in this country, both with regard to the 
reſpectability of its officers, and their integrity in 


the adminiſtration of juſtice. The magiſtrates, 


choſen by the freemen of each reſpective ward, 


are popular in their organization, .unſhatkled 


by court influence, independent in their offices, 
and accountable to their fellow- citizens for the 
e diſcharge of the duties of their func- 

Of tion, 
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tion ; their future elevation to the offices of 
ſheriff, mayor, and member of parliament, de- 
pending on the exemplary Gees of r 
| Exunicipal power. 

She ly ÞÞ games by 2 out. prarer.. re- 
corder, 26 aldermen, eee ts 
mon-council. The lord mayor is choſen out 
of the 26 aldermen by the livery, on  Michael- 
mas day, who return two to the court of alder- 
men, out of whom the court makes choice of 
one to ſerve that important office. The ſheriffs 
are likewiſe choſen by the livery in common 
of aldermen, or from among the freemen at 
large. The aldermen and common-council are 
choſen by the inhabitant houſekeepers, being 
freemen of the reſpective wards of Alderſgate, 
Aldgate, Baſſiſhaw, Billingſgate, Biſhopſgate, 
Bread Street, Bridge Without, or Southwark, 
Bridge Within, Broad Street, Candlewick, Caſ- 
tle Baynard, Cheap, Coleman Street, Cordwai- 
ner, Cornhill, Cripplegate, Dowgate, Farring- 
Aon Wirhout, Farringdon Within, Langborn, 
Lime Street, Portſoken, Queenhithe, Tower, 
Vintry, and Walbrook. The aldermen hold 
their offices for life; but the common council 
t re The 
* Lg 
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recarder..is choſen by the court f aldermen, and 
holds his office. for life. The other City. o officers 

of impprrance are, the chamberlain, Common 
ſerjeant, town clerk, comptroller, collector w”_ 
the city dues, two judges of the ſheriff's court, 
four city counſel, two ſecondaries of. the Comp- 
ter, a re membrancer, and ſolicitor. 
The lord mayor has four eſquires ol has pus 
hold, a ſword-bearer, 8 mace-bearer, or crier, 
the water bailiff, and the common hunt ; ; fix geq- 
tlemen of ditto, two city marſhals, oo ſix - 
.Jbal' S men. 8 


r 
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| This city has bad the png, of Ending 10 
parliament ſome of. the molt. diſtinguiſhed, pa- 
triots that have adorned the, page of Britiſh hiſ- 
tory: among whom may be named Sir John Bar- 
nard, Sir Stephen Theodore Janſſen, and the late 
William Beckford, eſq; But how does the poli- 
3 virtue of a great people degenerate, when 
a penſioner and a contractor can obtain a ſucceſ- | 
: bon to the repreſentative truſt of ſuch charaQters!- 
In this metropolis minifterial-and/ariſtoeratical 
influence have 8 operation; artificial dignity i is 
af unknown; and no ſuperiority is acknowledged, but 
hat which ariſes from ability and merit. In the 


© exerciſe of the *firſt privilege” of a Freeman, the 
Adee of legiſlative power to the' teprefen- 
Go 4 8 
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— eatives, they are neither awed by the tyranny of con- 
trol, nor influenced by the incitement of corruption. 
 _ This city had ſummons ſent to return mem- 
bers to parliament ſo early as in the reign of 49 
Henry 12]. and were, 6 Edward III. increaſed 
to four, which it ſent very oſten in this reign ; and 
has ever fince 43 Edward III. conſtantly returned 
four members to parliament. 
| Conronarrion—Confiſts of a lord mayor, re- 
corder, two ſheriffs, — ahora 
mon-councilmen. | 
-Rreur or Euzcrion—By a of parliament | 
xx Geo. II. in the livery only. 


Nonna or Vortzs—7000. 


\ 
* 


— Cuakacrza.— This city could 
never boaſt of that virtue or independence which 
has dignified her eldeſt ſiſter the city of London. 
Her repreſentatives have generally been ſelected 
from the eldeſt ſons of the nobility, who were 
higheſt in court favour, or from placemen in the 
ſuperior departments of office; and, though the 
right of clection is popular and free, it is not at 

I | All 


A” 
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feat of 24: the reſidence of bpm ir 
and that all the offices * are 2 
within its limits. 
As an evidence, however, at the pai 
wherever they have the exerciſe of that power 
which nature and a free conſtitution gives, will 
exerciſe it in defiance of controul, the electors 
of Weſtminſter, upon a vacancy which happened 
in 1769, by the preſent Lord Sandys ſucceeding 
to the peerage, feeling a juſt reſentment at the 
unconſtitutional meaſures adopted in reſpect to 
the Middleſex election, and which were repro- 
bated by the whole kingdom, they returned the 
ute Sir Robert Barnard to parliament, who had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſupport of the rights of 
the freeholders of Middleſex, againſt all the in- 
- "Huence and * che adminiſtration of that 
day. | 
At the following election, in u 1774, Lord Vik. | 
count Mahon, now Earl Stanhope, and Lord 
Viſcount Mountmorres, were cand tes on the 
| independent intereſt of this ci city ; and Earl Percy, 
now Duke of Northumberland, in conjunction 
with the Earl of Lincoln, ſon of the Duke of New- 
| caſtle, were ſupported by the united intereſt of 
83 adminiſi y tion: the two latter 
ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded againſt the former by a, „ majority of 
nearly two to one. | 
From this period, to the general election of 
| 1730, the city of Weſtminſter was ranked, in the 
public gpinion,. with the moſt obſequious bo- | 
roughs, the Duke of Newcaſtle. and the Duke 
of Northumberland being conſidered as its politi- 
cal rulers; and ſo completely did their aſcendancy 
appear to be eſtabliſhed, that upon the acceſſion 
of Earl. Percy to the peerage, on the death of 
his mother, their nomination of Lord Peterſham, 
now Earl of Harrington, was ſubmitted to with 
ſcarcely the ſhew of an oppoſition, although Sir 
Watkin Lewes was . propoſed by ſeyeral inde- 
pendent electors, who virtuouſly offered to r 
the legal and neceſſary expences of a poll. 
At the general election, in 1780, the city of 
Weſtminſter effectually burſt the chains of ariſ- 
tocratical influence. The inhabitants having 
r 
a parliamentary reform, correcting the expendi 
pure of the public revenue, and putting * 
0 the -ruinous American war; and. chat aſp- 
ciation having appointed a committee, compoſed 
of _ gentlemen of the firſt ability, patriotiſm 
and integrity; the emancipation, of . this. popu- 
i louscity was ſoon effected Rp pad gs 
0 
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The miniſtry, feeling the vigorous arm of af. 
ſociated independence , too powerful for the 
feeble reſiſtance of ariſtocracy, contented. them- 
ſelves with attempting to carry one member, in the 
perſon of Lord Lincoln, uniting with him the po-: 
pularity of Sir George ( afterwards Lord) Rodney, 
who was propoſed by the aſſociation, i in conjunc- 
tion with their illuſtrious chairman, the Right 
Honourab le Charles James „ 

5 The event, however, demonſtrated xhat — — a 
partial effort was only the expiring ſtruggle of 
undue influence ; for, aſter a poll of one-and- 
twenty days, Mr. Fox was elected by a majority 
of ſix hundred and twenty-ſix votes, in conjunc- 
tion with Sir George e Rodney, aint whom there 
was no oppoſition. : | 

In 1782, Sir George Rodney wind his fot 
by accepting a peerage, when Sir Cecil Wray, 
bart. was invited by the committee of the aſſoci- 
ation to become a candidate, and was unani- 
n wy approved and elected by the conſtituent 
The 88 alien which 105 place th 
| enſuing year, and which divided the people from 
the parliament, the ſupporters of liberty from the 
cauſe itſelf, and the advocates of public men, 

From one another, created a diviſion between 
e 
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his virtuous colleague Sir Cecil Wray; men 
whoſe integrity was inviolable, whoſe patriotiſin 
was unſhaken, n in Wm the genuine — 

The ariſtocracy did not fail ew this | 
miſchievous opportunity; but in alliance with the 
new-fangled adminiſtration of the moment, who 
compoſe the motley group of the preſent day, and 
whoſe heterogeneous combination exceeds by far 
the political deformity of the Coalition, took the 
advantage of popular refentment and diſunion, 
to introduce Lord Hood to the repreſentation at 
_ the enſuing general election in 1784. His lord- 
ſhip, however, vacating his ſeat in 1788, on being 
appointed one of the lords of the admiralty, the 
independence of the city again manifeſted itſeff in 
the rejection of a placeman, and in the choice of 
Lord John Townſhend, by a majority equal to 
Qui which wis obtained by Mr. Fox on his firft 
clectiom. | 
This victory was, however, ſaid to be obtained 
at the expence of fifty thouſand pounds ; a tax 
fo enormous and ſevere upon the freedom of 
clectiom, as to obliterate even the name, unleſs 
the virtue and good ſenſe of the nation ſhall 
| teach 


(WEST MFNS TER, - 


teach them to deſpiſe the groſs arts rt: that are Ire PIac= 
tiſed ypon the moſt, diſgraceful of the human 
paffions, to intoxicate them into a ſurrender of 
their birth-right for a meſs. of pottage, or to | 
make their own e * ee 1 
their dean, | : 


* bo. * 23 1 
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_ ſhall 185 cltabliſhed, when the whole nation ſhall 
be exhibired at the fame r een in 


er „ 


| exerciſing the important rig tot electi ng ng .chejg 
repreſentatives, without the 'Poſſibilicy. of incur- 


ring expence ;_ when each individual | ſhall ge- 
poſit his ſuffrage in the pariſh where he reſides, 
inſtead of travelling, at the expence of a candidate, . 
from London to Berwick, or from Yorkſhire to 
55 Cornwall, as is at preſent the practice; and whe 
Tuch regulations ſhall prevent the worlt abuſes o 
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3 people. | & rn leaders A 
A diſgraceful e has bop the . 
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4 right to a perfect repreſentation, are TRY 

for whatever public meaſure has the ſanction 
of one member, in the preſent diviſion of party, 
. be Nm by the other; and the moſt 
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populous _ 
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populous city in the expire is of courſe . 
prived of its voice in all the national con- 
Mr. Horne Tooke made a formidable op- 
poſition to this unconſtitutional coalition; and 
we lament, with every friend to liberty, it was 
not a ſucceſaſul · one. The decided and deter- 
mined deteſtation of coalitions to deſtroy the 

freedom of election, which was ſhewn by the fre- 
men of Liverpool, upon the late union of Lord 
Fenchyn and Mr. Bamber Gaſcoigne, if once 
generally adopted, would effectually check this 
conſpiracy of parties, and reſtore'the electors to 


" ParrTIons.—A petition was gon any to the 
houſe of commons in the year 1774, by Lord Ma- 
hon, now Earl Stanhope, and Lord Mountmorres, 
againſt the return of Earl Percy, now Duke of 


Northumberland, and the Earl, of Lincoln; in 
which it was ſtated, That divers pecrs and lords 
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of parliament publicly convaſſed, and otherwiſe 
unduly interfered in the election, contrary to 


ſeveral expreſs reſolutions of the houſe; and 
that they allowed to the electors, and ſeveral per- 
fons who had or claimed a right to vote, money, 
meat, drink, entertainment, or proviſion ; and that 
| by 


nA BOHENOAERY Si 
by 5 Wa j 12 dye's ye means e 


racured. 1. 0 10 Ji £33 10 
NG Rar 9 proved: a py > been ent " froin 
the Earl, of Exeter” $ s fewarY in in tl 0 Hen v. 115 
his lordſhip's 8 Porter in t ton. es u cd 10 AK 
certgin votes for the. fitting einde . e 3 
: f IN 182 
was alſo 7 that t e Babe 7 Noet x 
ra ind "bad called on ſe FX everal of the 10 GL 5 0 f "of 
1 22 $44 i Amn 22 182 A* 4 
__ the committee: determinied: erte 
members werelluly cedtedhnivar Henn H 
20Another petition was preſented tothe houſe 
by Sir Ceri: Wray and certain} electors in hu 
intereft, againſt ꝛhe return. of : Mr. H in 1784 
but? the merits uf it were not f entered 
Inte? f Ni 90991019007 get! 287 at? 
iM third petĩtĩon was e * Lord Hood. 
aguinft tlie returnief Lord John Townſhend in 
, when; aftcr-aricinveſtigation of the right of 
ion within the: ſkid city, the petitioner gave 
up luis claimz tand leſt his opponent in poſſeſſion 
vf meat. 8 gabe it 97D. 2 en n 
In determining the above queſtion, the com 
minecerfeſolved5that the inhabitants of the liberty 
vf S Martin's-leGrand;: which id ein the centre 
of the'city London Bad a rixii uo uote, and 
that * inhabitants of the liberty of the Savoy. 
8 nd | 4 aha 
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alizs S. John the Baptiſt, which is in the centre 
of the city of Weſiminſter, bed nor o right to vote, 
in the cleQion of members to ſerve in parſia. 
vy this refojution, near three bundred cleftore 
were disfranchiſed. An appeal againſt this deci- 
don was, however, made by certain electors 
within the year, as the a& of the 28th of Geo. III. 
chap. 52, diredts, which is fill undetermined. 


| CORRUPTION AND TREASURY INTERFERENCE, 
A complaint having been made to the houſe 
of commons by Mr. Thompſon, member for 
Eveſham, and ſeconded by Mr. Lambton, mem. 
| member of that houſe, and ſecretary to the trea- 
fury, for improper interference in the election of 
John Townſhend and Lord Hood, and a motion 
being made, that a committee be appointed. to 
take the fame into confideration, it paſſed in the 
negative, by a majority of nearly three to ones the 
numbers for the 2— d 92 * | 
231. 
A 8 of the eletors. * Weſtminſter 
was convened, in conſequence of the above 
5 ; red; . 
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| March 20, 1792. 


WESTMINSTER M EETING. 


At a-numerous and reſpectable Meeting of the 
Independent Electors of the City and Liberty 


T7 avern, this day, 

HARRY Hops, Eſq. in the Chair, 
The following reſolutions were ONE N 
agreed to: 5 „„ 
1. That it appears to tk meeting that a mo- . 
tion was made on Tueſday the i 3th of March, 
1792, in the houſe of commons, for « An enquiry 
into all abuſes committed by perſons in office 
n the election of a member to ſerve in parlia- 
e ment for the city of Weſtminſter, in the month 
« of July 1788, as far as the ſame related to pe- 
« nalties incurred under the exciſe law, and lot- 
« tery act; which motion was rejected. 
II. That it appears to this meeting, that 
George Smith, a publican i in Weſtminſter, was in 
the year 1788 convicted, on the proſecution of 
the attorney general, in the ſum of fifty pounds, 
for brewing beer for ſale, without a licence; and 
that the proſecution was officially conducted by | 


John Vivian,” 985 ſolicitor to the board of ex- 
cug. 


wack BY - u. That 
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III. That, in the month of October 1788, the 
did George Smith was employed by George 
Roſe, eſq. ſecretary to the treaſury, as an emiſ- 
ſary and agent in favour of Lord Hood, one of 
the lords of the admiralty, at that time proſe- 
cuting a petition in parliament againſt Lord John 
Townſhend, the ſucceſsful candidate at the elec- 
tion for Weſtminſter in 1988; and that the ſaid 
petition was tried before a committee of the houſe 
of commons, in the months of April, _ and 
June, 1789. 

IV. That, in the month of ſoumey 1789, Geo. 
Smith applied to the faid George Roſe, eſq. 
Rating the particular circumſtances of this caſe in 
a petition, and praying to have the penalty he 
had incurred, remitted ; That the ſaid George 
Roſe, eſq. did forward the faid petition to the 
chairman of the board of exciſe, arid did after- 
wards fend a letter to the ſecretary, deſiring as a 
favour, that all proceedings on Smith's penalty 
might be ſtopped, till the chairman, who was at 
that time abſent, returned to town. | 
V. That on the 8th of April 1789, the faid 
- George Roſe, eſq. did write to the ſaid George | 
Smith, in theſe words; Mr. Roſe defires Mr. 
— on him in Old Palace- yard, to 


* morrow, 
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« morrow morning, at tight 0 clock. as Mr. vi- 
« vian will then be there.. | | 
VI. That it appears to this meeting, that che 
ſecretary of the treaſury, in thus procuri 
ſecret interview early in the morning, at his own 
| houſe, between the ſolicitor to the board of ex- ; 
ciſe, and the convicted defendant, acted in a man- 
ner highly ſuſpicious. _ | 
VII. That, from the nature of hs cnbliie: 
it is difficult to know what paſſed at ſuch a clan- 
deſtine meeting; but it appears by a receipt from 
the exciſe- office, ſigned © John Vivian,” that no 
part of the penalty incurred by the ſaid George 
Smith was levied before the 14th of May, 1790, 
being a ref} pite of above thirteen months, from 
the time of the private Inverview at Mr. NO s. 
houſe. 
VIII. That, during the firſt part of theſe yy 
teen months, the ſaid George Smith was ex- 
tremely uſeful to the treaſury in forwarding the 5 
intereſts of Lord Hood, the unſucceſsful can- 
didate, and, during the latter part of the period, 
extremely troublefome to the treafury, in demand- | 
ing to be paid for his ſervices—That the exciſe 
penalty appears to have ſlept, while he was an - 
election agent, and only became active, when he 
CC ER " ſhewed 
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ſhewed himſelf in the ſhape of an unſatisfied cre. 
ditor. : | 
IN. That the ſaid George Smith, being unable 
to procure from the ſecretary of the treaſury pay- 
ment of his bill for his ſaid election ſervices, as 
—— brought an action againſt him to reco- 
8 Ther this ation was tried in the month of 
July, 1791, before the Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
court of King's Bench, by a ſpecial jury, who, by 
giving a verdict for the whole demand of the 
plaintiff, did thereby declare themſelves ſatiſ- 
fied that Smith had performed election ſervices 
againſt Lord John Townſhend, at the requeſt 
ol the ſecretary of the treaſury. That the ſaid 

adtion was defended by the ſolicitors to the trea- 

XI, That, in the courſe of the trial of this 
action, . evidince was given 
upon cath by the ſolicitor for Lord Hood, viz. 
* That Mr. Roſc had, while the petition againſt 
_ * Lord John Townſhend was depending, aſſured 
him he might truſt Smith, becauſe there was a 
** proſecution going on againſt him in the exciſe; 
* and as a mark of the truſt and confidence they 
* had in him, they had interfered and ſtepped | in 
- a 

En XII. That 
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XII. That this evidence was erat 
upon the trial, and has ſince. been circulated, in a 
printed ſtatement for * e months, with- 
_ out refutation. 23 
XIII. That the ee l roceedin 
| do appear to this meeting to warrant an opinion, 
that Mr. Roſe, by uſing that influence with the 
board of exciſe and its ſolicitor, which his ſitua- 
tion as ſecretary to the treaſury afforded him, 
has endeavoured, as far as in him lay, to apply 
the penalties provided by act of parliament for 
the puniſhment of frauds upon the revenue, to 
the corrupt purpoſe of eſtabliſhing an undue. in- 
fluence in the election of a member of parlia- 

XIV. That this meeting, conſidering the great 
and increaſing extenſion of the exciſe laws, and 


the number of individuals ſubject to their 


operation, cannot but entertain the moſt alarm- 
ing apprehenſions of danger to the freedom of 
election, ſhould the influence, which admini- 
ſtration muſt neceſſarily have in the execution of 
thoſe laws, be made uſe of for the purpoſe. of 
corrupting or intimidating the minds of the elec- 
tors of this kingdom. > 
XV. That John Hoſkins having been a 1 
on the affidavit of the ſolicitor of the lottery, 
D 1 2: 


— 
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| and then being a priſoner in the King's Bench 
priſon, for penaltics to the amount of 7ocol. in- 
| curred under the lottery act, did offer to the ſaid 
folicitor, who at the time did alſo act as agent to 
Lord Hood, to procure ſixty votes for the ſaid 
Lord Hood, in conſideration of his releaſe from 
priſon. 

XVI. Thar the ſolicitor of the wi declined 

complying with the ſaid propoſition, until he had 
conſulted higher authority, and that, after a ſhort 
interval of time, the propoſal was accepted ; and 
on Hoſkins having procured fixty perſons to vote 
for Lord Hood, he was actually diſcharged from 
priſon, on bail notoriouſly inſufficient. 
XVI. That the expence attending the putting 
in and juſtifying ſuch bail, ſo notoriouſly inſuf- 
ficient, was in part defrayed by Lord Hood, a 
d eee AO and one of the 
ords of the admiralty. 

XVIII. That there is n to believe that 
cis tranſaction would have been traced to perſons 

of higher authority, and that other inſtances of 
equal enormity on the part of the ſervants of the 
crown in the ſaid election, would have been 
proved, had an enquiry been granted. 

XIX. That the electors of Weſtminſter, taking 


into their conſideration the above circumſtances, 
anxious 


* 
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anxious to maintain the freedom of election 
thus daringly invaded, to prevent a miſappli- 
cation of the public money, and to preſerve 
from abuſe powers which, even in the pureſt exer- 
riſe of them, muſt be conſidered as dangerous, 
but which, if miſapplied, would become abſo- 
lutely deſtructive to the liberties of the people, 


do conſider a parliamentary enquiry as neceſſary 
to ſecure the conſtituent body of this kingdom i in 
the free enjoyment of their conſtitutional privi- 
leges, and to preſerve the e of the 
| 1 of commons. | | 
XX. Reſolved, That a 8800 be preſented to 
the houſe of commons, praying them to take the 
above matter into their moſt Terious conſideration, 
and to inſtitute a ſincere and ſolemn enquiry, as 
the beſt means of correcting the abuſes that have 
been complained of. a 
XXI. That a committee be appointed to draw 
up a petition according to the tenor of the above 
reſolutions ; and that copies of the ſame be left for 
ſignature at the Crown and Anchor, the Shake 
| ſpeare, St. Alban's, and King! s Arms Taverns, 
and Ken other . as the committee may ap. 


. D d 4 | 7 85 Reſolved, | 


oy. F 
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Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to the chairman, for his — 
dent conduct this day. 


- 


Hanzy Hoves, Chairmas ” 


Weſtminſter is governed by the dean and chap- 
ter, both in civil and eccleſiaſtical affairs; and 
their authority likewiſe extends, not only to the 
precinct of St. Martin's-le-Grand, and to ſome 
towns in. Eſſex, but to ſome towns that are 
exempted from the juriſdiction of the Biſhop of 
London, and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury. The 
civil adminiſtration is in the hands of laymen, 
clected by the dean and chapter. The principal 
magiſtrate is the high-ſteward, who is commonly 
one of the greateſt peers of the kingdom, and is 
choſen for life; a deputy-ſteward, who is nomi- 
nated by the high ſteward, and confirmed by the 
dean ; an high-bailiff, nominated by the dean and 
chapter, and confirmed by the high-ſteward. 
[Theſe enjoy their places for life. Beſides theſe 
officers, there are alſo ſixteen burgeſſes, and 
_ as many aſſiſtants; a high conſtable, choſen by 
the burgeſſes at the court-leet, which is held 
by the "UP of the high-ſteward. The 


3 high 


— — 
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kigh-bailiff is always ſuppoſed to be conver- 
fant in the law. He has the power of a ſhe. 
riff, ſummons juries, preſides over the conſtables 
of the city and liberties, ſuperintends elections for 
members of parliament, and in the court-leets 
fits next to the deputy-ſteward, where he receives 
all the fines and forfeitures to his own uſe : but 
the buſineſs of this office is commonly executed 
by a deputy well verſed in the laws. Out of the 
ſixteen burgeſſes, two chief burgeſſes are choſen, 
one for the city, and the other for the liberties ; 
and each of the others has his proper ward under 
his juriſdiction. There is alſo a high conſtable, 
who is likewiſe choſen by the court-leet, and has 
all the other conſtables under his command. 
The firſt return of members of Parliament for 
this city was in 1 Edw, VL... | 
Ricur or ELECTION. —1680, I5tb Ne 
The king's menial ſervants, not having proper 
houſes. of their own within the city of Weſtmin- 
ſter, have not a right to give voices in the elec- 
tion of citizens to ſerve in x parliament for the 
faid city. 8 | 
1789, 11h May. The right of election bor 
the city and liberty of Weſtminſter is in the in- 
habitant houſeholders, paying ſcot and lot, with- 
3 the united of St. Margaret and St. 
5 John, 
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John, and the ſeveral pariſhes of Sr. Paul, Co- 
vent Garden, St. Anne's, St. James, St. George, 
Hanover Square, in the liberty of St. Martin-le- 
| Grand, in the county of Middleſex, and in ſo 
much of the pariſhes of St. Martin in the Fields, 
St. Clement Danes, and St. Mary le Strand, as 
are not within any of the four wards of the 4 9950 
of the Duchy of Lancaſter. 
Nous or Vortrs—About 17,000 ; but not 
more than 13,000 have ever polled. 
ReruxninG Orricer—The high bailiff. 


MONMOUT HSHI RE. 


Pecrricat Cnaracrtts. 


THE chief influence that prevails here is that 
of the Duke of Beaufort, and Sir Charles A 
bart. of Tredegar, in this county. - 
the Duke, however, when the late Mr. Mor- 
gan was firſt a candidate to repreſent this county, 
made an attempt to bring in both the members, 
and fet up Valentine Morris, eſq. of Petersfield, 
to oppoſe his intereſt ; but the ſpirited exertioris 
RE of 
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of Mr. Mona s friends, axed with thoſe of the 
independent gentlemen, finally prevailed, and 
their own member was accordingly ſeated. 

This county is ſeated in the province of Can- 
terbuyry, and dioceſs of Landaff, and contains one 
hundred and twenty-ſeven pariſhes. Te is di- 
vided into fix hundreds, and has ſeven market 
towns, Monmauth, Abergavenny, Caerleon, Chep- 
ſtow, Uſk, Pontipole, and Newport. EY 


MONMOUTH TOWN. 


Potivioks Casein T borough, in 
conjunction with thoſe of Uſk and Newport, 
both in this county, ſends but one member to 
parliament. The Duke of Beaufort is confidered 
the patron and leader of this town, and his intereſt. | 
: always procures the return of the member. 

This borough was firſt privileged to ſend 
members to parliament by Hen. VIII du. VI. 
is ſaid to have incorporated it, anno regni 5s 
15503 but the preſent charter was granted ante 
19 V 1 

CorPoRATION. It is governed by a mayor, 
recorder, 2 bailiffs, and 15 common- council- 


% 


men. 


- 
* 
8 


Ricur 
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Ricent or ELtcTIon—1680, 26th Nov. Doth 
not belong to the burgeſſes inhabitants or: the 
brough of Monmouth only. 
The burgeſſes inhabitants of the boroughs of 
Newport and Uſk, in the county of Monmouth, 
have a right to vote in the election of a burgeſs 
to ſerve in parliament for the faid borough of 


Nous xx or Vorxxs—About 300. 
Reruaninc Orricex—The mayor and bai- 


Parzon—The Duke of Beauſort. 
. —— _y —— 


NORFOLR. 


PoLItricat CnakaAcrR. 


een ee miy be 
claſſed with ſome of the firſt in the kingdom. 
The nobility refide here in great numbers ; but 
they have not, when united, ſufficient power to 
influence effectually the freeholders in the choice 
of their own own repreſentatives. Thomas Wil- 
liam Coke, eſq. one of the richeſt commoners in 
— 
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Eagland, and their repreſentative in the parlia- 
ment before the laſt, became ſo unpopular, on 
account of the ſupport which he gave the Coali- 
tion, that the independent gentlemen made ſuch 
an oppoſition againſt the weight of intereſt which 
ſupported him, that they at length finally trium- 
phed. Mr. Coke was ouſted, and Sir John 
. Woodhouſe, bart. was elected in his room. 


NORWICH. 


PoLtTIcar CHARACTER.—This city, in point 
of opulence, commerce, manufactures, and num- 
ber of inhabitants, is the ſecond in the kingdom. EY 
It is entirely free and independent in its repreſen- 
tation, and is only influenced in the election of 
its members, by integrity, virtue, and eminent 
abilities. It forms a ſtriking contraſt with ſome 
rotten boroughs, and burgage tenures, the pro- |, 
perty of individuals, where the few electors which 
they contain can 'confider only the will and 
command of their lordly maſter. Here the 
right of delegating this important truſt, is placed 
as it ought to be, and where our conſtitution, 
pure and free from alloy, veſted it in ſo large a 
body of the people, that the dictatorial authority 


9 2 4 I 4 ö 3 
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of thoſe who call themſclves the great, has no 


Corxroration, A mayor, a recorder, two 
Heriffs, twenty- three aldermen, and ſixty com- 
mon-councilmen. The mayor is nominated by 
the freemen, who return two aldermen to their 
court, one of whom is elected. The mayor, re- 
corder, and the ſteward for the time being, are 
Juſtices of the peace, and of the quorum, in the 
city and its liberties ; the mayor, after his may- 
oralty expires, is juſtice of the peace for life. 


One of the ſheriffs is annually elected by the 
aldermen, and the other by the freemen. 


Rionr or Exzcriox. 1701, March 12—Is 
in the frecholders, and ſuch freemen only of the 
ſaid city as are entered in the books, IP 
receive alms or charity. ; | 

NuwBtr or VoTtrs—about 3000. 

ReruaxinG Orriczxs—the ſneriffs. 


YARMOUTH. 


Por tricar Cuanacrttr —Thislarge town is in- 
dependent in its political fituation ; for, although 
the families of Townſhend, of Honingham, and 
Walpole, have ſome intereſt here, yet it is not in 
luch a degree a as to be termed an influence, Sir 

I John 


John Jarvis and Mr. Beaufoy carried their elec- 
tion in 1774, againſt the united efforts oy 'the 


above gentlemen. 


CnakTER.— By a charter granted by Hen. IH. 
the town is bound to ſend every year to the ſhe- 
riffs of Norwich a hundred herrings, baked in 
twenty-four paſties, which the ſheriffs are to 
deliver to the lord of the manor of Eaſt Carleton, 
a village near New Buckenham : he gives the 
ſheriffs his receipt for them, and by his tenure 
is obliged to preſent 9 55 to the hang wherever 
he is. 

This town was governed by two bailiffs in the 
reign of Hen. III. King James I. anno regni 6, 
incorporated by the name of bailiff and alder- 
men. Ir ſent members to parliament in the 
reign of Edw. I. as early as 5 and Norwich : 
did. 5 
„ is governed by a mayor, 
ſeventeen aldermen, a recorder, and thirty-ſix 

common-councilmen. 

The corporation has particular and extenſive 
privileges, it having both a court of record, and 
an admiralty : in the court of record, civil cauſes 
are tried for unlimited ſums ; ; and in the court of 
admiralty, they can, in ſome caſes, try, con- 
| demn, : 


— 
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 demn, and execute, without waiting for a war. 
—_ 
Rricnr or Erecriox—in the burgeſſes at 
Non or Vorzas—787. 
Rxronxtx Or rica the mayor. 


THETFORD. 


THE patronage of this borough is in diſpute 
between the Duke of Grafton and Lord Petre. 
Enormous expences have been incurred in law, 
by each party attempting to invalidate the ap- 
pointments of mayors, aldermen, and common- 
council, in the oppoſite intereſt to each other, 
Information upon information has iſſued from the 
courts; and as corporate rights have no uniform 
definition, they muſt be the cauſe of endleſs 
litigation. The late diſgraceful conteſt, and 
violent proceedings, in the election of a mayor, 
where two of the corporation were ſeized and 
detained by violence from giving. their votes, 
has been too recently a ſubject of legal in- 
| veltigation and public notoriety to require 
| a recapitulation ia this work; and the innu- 
merable inftances of ſimilar contentions that 


Are 
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are daily occurring, enden hem tos funiia 6 
attract particular attention. {5 03 
This is eee 
lation, and had formerly twenty churches, beſides 
religious houſes. It firſt ſent members to par- 
liament the 1ſt of Edward IV. and the right of 
election was in the inhabitants at large; but it 
was afterwards incorporated the töth of Eli- 
zabeth, and the right of election, by reſolution of 
the Houſe, in 1685, given exc/wfively: to the cor- 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE RIGHT OF ELECTION. - 

_ 3d of May, 1685. The charter of the 16th of 
Elizabeth, granted to; the borough of hemp 
was not duly nor legally ſurrendered; 1 +. 

7 June, 1685—Is in the mayor, cen dann | 
and ewenty — + = iI nowgnt 

 Numnzr or Vorzns—- z. 

RxTURNMIxOG oyrictx—The mayor. 

Paraon-—The * of Grafton and I 


* 
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ths 


8 Craracra. —This baking 
the moſt ſtriking contraſt with the city of Nor- 


— 


wich. The burgeſſes here formerly were about 
Vor. I. — e , 


* 
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tas Goods te Mok 
the joint property of Lord Clinton, and R. B. 
Howard, eſq. they have thought it convenient to 
reduce this number to 7wo only. The election 
of a mayor, who. is alſo the returning officer, 
muſt be made annually, out of this numerous 
body, conſiſting of the clergyman and the. far- 
mer, who cle&t each other alternately into this 
great and reſpectable ſituation, and who have the 
honour to return to the houſe, of repreſentatives 
_ as many members as the conſtituent body. confifts 
bf. Nothing can hold out the imperfrct repre- 
ſentation of this country in more glaring colours 
than this, or demonſtrate more forcibly the im- 

mediate neceſſity of ſome kind of reformation. 
Caftie-Riſing is an ancient borough. by pre- 
Tcription. It was formerly a conſiderable place; 
but the harbour being choaked up with ſand, it 
is in a manner deſerted, and has loſt its trade and 
inhabitants. Here is, however, an hoſpital for 
twelve poor men, and an almshouſe for twenty- 
four poor widows, both founded by the family 
of the Howards. In the neighbourhood of the 
town is a large chaſe, with the privileges of a 
Greſt, This town, and ſome of the neighbour- 
ing pariſhes, retain the old Norman cuſtom, by 
I Which 


A wal 
which all wi ills muſt be proved before the pak bang 
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This borough never ent m 5 wy * parlia- 
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„Furtrresi Wannsee de e * was 
always attached to the Walpole family, under 
whoſt influence it continues at this time. Sit 
Robert Walpole was member for this place at the 
time of his famous expulſion, in 171 1, for alien- 
: ating- five hundred: pounds of the public money; 
the words of his expulſion being « for- breach of 
« truſt, and notorious'corruptioh-when ſecretary 
« at war.” And it was reſol ved « that he was, | 
« and is incapable of being elected a member to 
* ſerve iti patliament. The electors of Lynn, 
however, choſe him again, although oppoſed by 
4 Mr. Taylor. The unſucceſsful candidate pe- 
Eo £ Ee 2 titioned 
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titioned the houſe againſt the re- election of Sit 
Robert Walpole ; but the houſe had the modeſty 
w refuſe Mr. Taylor, on account of his having 
only a minority of votes, and declared the election 
void. In this caſe the commons acted conſti- 
tutionally ; but in ſeating Mr. Luttrell for tlie 
county of Middleſex, inſtead of Mr. Wilkes, 
their conduct was certainly the reverſe. Their 


conviction of the proccedings upon that head 


being improper, is tnanifeſted in their expuriging 


thoſe reſolutions which had paſſed formerly, rela- 
tive to that buſineſs, 2 them illegal and 


unconſtitutional. 


Ancient Srave—Lonn-Rexi, or King's 8— 
Lynn, is thus named, by way of diſtinction from 
three villages in the county, called Weſt-Lynn, 
North-Lynn, and Old-Lynn. The learned au- 
thor of the additions to Camden obſerves, that its 
original name was Len, which, in the Saxon 


tongue, ſignifics a farm or tenure in fee. 


It 


was formerly called Biſhop's-Lynn, from its 
| belonging tothe biſhop of Norwich ; but coming 
by exchange into the hands of Henry VIII. it 
obtained its preſent name. The greateſt part 
of it is furrounded with a wall and a deep trench; 
and through it runs four ſmall rivers, over 


which there are about fifteen bridges. From 


3 


the 
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tte ruins of the works demoliſhed in the civil wars, 
it appears to have been a place of great ſtrength. 
It extends along the caſt fide of the Ouſe, 
| which; upon a high ſpring tide, is faid to 
riſe twenty feet perpendicular, and is abou, 
the breadth of the ben aba I 
bridge. 5 5 | 
At the north end of tlie town is a . 
commonly called St. Anne's fort, with a platform 
of twelve large guns, which command all ſhips 
that go in and out of the harbour. Beſides the 
wall, it is defended by regular baſtiens; and the 
ditch lies almoſt in the form of a ſemicircle. 
The principal church is dedicated to St. Margaret, 
and is built in the Gothic taſte.. It is accounted 
by ſome, one af the largelt pariſh-hyrchss in p 
England. . 
EKing' 24515 was a bin 15 8 | 
before the reign of King John, who, on account 
of its adhering to him- againſt the barons, made 
it a free borough, with large privileges, appoint= 
ing the town a provoſt, and giving it a ſilver cup 
of about cighty ounces, double gilt and enamel- 
led, with four large ſilver mages, that are carried 
before the mayor: King Henry VIIIth's ſword, 
which he gave to the town, on its coming into 

his puns by exchange, with the biſhop of 

| E e 3 | Norwich, 
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Norwich, is likewiſe carried beſore the-mayar; 
King Henry III. made it a mayor town, on ac- 
count of the inhabitants ſerving him againſt the 
barons ; and in the late civil wars it held out for 
Charles I. and ſuſtained a ſiege againſt upwards 
__ of 8, ooo men, for above three weeks; but, for 
want of relief, was at length obliged to ſurrender, 
and to pay ten ſhillings a head for every inha- 
bitant, with a month's pay to the ſoldiers, to 
prevent its being plundered. This town has 
had fifteen” royal charters. It was made a bo- 
rough in the fifth year of the reign of King 
John, 1204. Here was a mayor in * 
Edw. IV. © 
_  ConForartION. It is FER by a maya, 
an high-ſteward, an under-ſteward, a recorder, 
Every firſt Monday in the month, the mayor, 
aldermen, magiſtrates, and preachers, meet, to 
determine all controverſics in an amicable man- 
ner, between the inhabitants, in order to pre- 
vent law-fuirs. This excellent cuſtom was eſta- 
bliſhed in« 558, and is called the feaſt of recon- 
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2 NomBer or Vortxs—abonr 300. 
Rru mwN Orricer—the mayor. 
7 PaTx0n—Lord Walpole. | 


"Is NORTHUMBERLAND: 8 * 
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pendence is nearly even in this county. The in- 
tereſt of the Duke of Northumberland is ſo pow- 
erful, as to return one of the members; but in 
1774, he attempted to bring in both: in this, 
be was oppoſed by Sir William Middleton, one 
of the preſent repreſentatives, who, aſſiſted by. 
the independent yeomen and gentlemen, finally, | 
obtained a victory, and was accordingly ſeated. 

Axc1ienT STAaTE.—This is the old Saxon name 
of the county; which was written Northan- Hum · 
ber-lond, ſignifying the land or country north of 
the: Humber; it being formerly not only a diſ- 
trict of larger extent than it ĩs at preſent, compre- 
hending Vorkſhire, Durham, Lancaſter, Weſt. 
moreland, and Cumberland, as well as Nortimm. 
SP Fe berland, 


weber north than any of the others, bordering 
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berland, but was a difinet kingdom of the Saxon 
heptarchy. It is a maritime county, extending 


on Berwick-upon-T weed and Scotland. 

This, with ſome of the adjacent counties, was, 
in the time of the Romans, inhabited by the Ot- 
tadini, Ortadeni, or Ottatini, a a people ſuppoſed 
to hay; been thus called from their upon 
the river Tyne. Theſe people being uncaſy un- 
der the Roman government, conſpired with the 
Caledonians, in the reign of the emperor Severus, 
and threw off the yoke ; at which that prince was 
fo provoked, that having aſſembled his army, in 
order to reduce them, he had the cruelty to or- 
der his foldiers to give them no quarter: but his 
dearh prevented the execution of this inhyman 
this province, till Theodofius, landing in England, 
recovered it out of their hands. 755 

Aſter the Romans had withdrawn their for- 
des, the Britons, who had been exhauſted by the 
braveſt of their youth baving been ſent abroad to 
fight the bartles of the Romans, were obliged to 
call in the Saxons to aſſiſt them againſt the Scots 
and Pits : but when the Saxons had yanquiſhed 


; — ar of the iſland into ſeven 
1 | e 


1. 
8 


their enemies, they ſettled here themſelves, and 
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1 kingdoms, of which Northumberland was one of 
the chief. It was firſt brought under the Saxon 
yoke by Offa, the brother RI and * fon 
| Jebuſa. - 

This county lying an the borders of RET 
whoſe inhabitants often made inroads into it, 
partly for conqueſt, and partly for pillage, it was 
at length found neceſſary to conſtitute particular 
governors to guard and defend the borders ; and 
theſe were called Lords of the Eaſt, Weſt and 
Middle Marches. At the lame time, every man 
who poſſeſſed great wealth, found himſelf obli- 

ged to provide a caſtle for his own ſafety and de- 
| fence. | 
5 Nepp teen is fituated in the 8 of 

York; and dioceſs of Durham, has four hundred, 
| and ſixty pariſhes, and is divided into. ſix wards, | 
in which are twelve market towns, Alnwick, 
| Beleford, Berwick, Elleſdon, Haltweſel, Hex- 

ham, Laermouth, Morpeth, Newcaſtle, Roth- 
bury, Warkworth, and Woller. It ſends cight 
members to parliament, that is, two knights 
| pf the ſhire for the county, and two repreſenta- 
tives for each of the three following towns, New- 
caſtle-upon-Tyne, opt, and Berwick-ypon- | 


Tyeed. 8 
NEW. 
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 Potrricat. Cuanacreh.—The freedom of 
this town, to which the right of election is annex- 
ed, is not partial, like Retford and other places, 
in its deſcent to the eldeſt ſon, or, like Dur- 
ham, to the youngeſt ſons of freemen, but ex- 
tends to all the ſons born N the anneal be- 
— free. 

. 060 Srbaiter to ſubmit to bn | 
troul. The conteſts for the reprefentation. of 
this town have been numerous; but nope of 
them have been attended with any circumſtances 
of novelty which would arreſt the attention of 


the public. Its preſent repreſentation, like Weſt- 
minſter, Briſtol, &c. is ſtled by a coalition of 


parties. 
The anceſtors of Mr. Filing one of the 


preſent members, have repreſented the place ſo 
long ſince as the reign of Edw. VI. and in ſe- 


veral from that Fra to the preſent 
time. 


This town, which, from its f . is called | 
CIS: to diſtinguiſh it from 


| Newcaſtle-under-Lirie, in Staffordſhire, had its 
name from a caſtle built here by Robert; the 


eldeſt fon of William the Conqueror, to defend 
2 | the 
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the country againſt the Scots. In: the time of 
the Saxons it was called Moncaſter, from the 
monks that were here;- who all fled when it wat 
depopulated by the Danes. This is the prin- 
cipal town of the county. It is ſeated on the 
north bank of the river Tyne, at the diſtance of 
276 miles north by weſt of London, 14 miles 
north of Durham,” 'and 48 north by. weſt of York, 
It has been a. borough, at leaſt ever ſince the 
reign of Richard II. who granted the mayor the 
honour of having a ſword carried before him; 
and Hen. VI. made it a town and county of Se 
independent of Northumberlan. 1 
| Newcaſtle had ſeveral religious houſes cenlſhin : 
ſince the time of the conqueſt; particularhy an 
| hoſpital dedicated to the Virgin Mary, ſuppoſed 
to have been founded in the reign of Edward I. 
but enlarged and endowed by one Aſſelack, about 
the end of the reign of Hen. II. and annexed to 
St. Mary of Weſtgate. Near Weſtgate was an- 
other hoſpital, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, as 

old as the time of Hen. III. conſiſting of a maſter 
and ſix brethren, whoſe revenues, at the time of 
the ſuppreſſion, annually amounted to 26l. 1 38. Ad. 
In the time of Hen. HI. here was a priory of 
brethren de Parnitentia eſu Chriſti, ſeated in a 
part os the town called Conſtable-Garth. Be- | 
; tween 
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pween Weſtgate and Newgate was a houſe of 
Black friars, founded about the year 1260, by Sir 
Peter Scot, and his ſon Nicholas: and near Pan. 
don-gate, ſtood a houſe of Grey friars, founded 
before the year 1300. Near the town was a ſmall 
Benedictine nunnery, dedicated to St. Bartholo- 
mew, as old ag the time of William the Con, 
queror, which, at rhe diſſolution, had pen nuns, | 
and a revenue amounting to 36l. a year. Withoug 
the walls of the town was likewiſe g priory, or 
hoſpital, dedicated xo St. Mary Magdalen, of 3 
maſter and brethren, founded by King Henry I. 
This hoſpital is ſtill in being, and conſiſts of a 
maſter, _—— 9 
has AI. 6s. a year. | 
This town was and>_ 2 county of 3hat, by 
Henry VIII.. 

CorroratTION.—Tt is governed by a mayor, 


recorder, aldermen, and a ſheriff, 
Ri our or Exscrion.— There i is no reſolution 


of the houſe of commons reſpecting the right of 
dechon, but it is admitted to be in the corpo., 
ration and free burgeſſts, reſident and non- 
reſident, | | 
Nous or Vorane—2 500. "= 
Raruvanixe Orricex—the ſheriff, . 
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Por rricxl Chithctinn This: ih is 
under the itrinediate and abſolute eontroul of 
the Earl of Carlifle, Several attempts have been 
made by the electors to ſurmount this influ- 
ence, but they have never N ee . 
eee 1 

At the n election ir in 1 174, Francis Ehre 
eſq. and Thomas Charles Bigge, eſq. were 
candidates in oppoſition to the Hon. William 
Byron, who was couſin, and Peter Delme, eſq.” 
who was brother-in-law, to the Earl of Carliſle. 
On the day of election, and after the cloſe of the 
poll, theſe gentlemen, having the majority of 
votes; agreeable to the poll taken by the bailiffs, 
the populace, by threats and violence, compelled 
the returning officers. to ſign a return of Mr, 
Eyre, inſtead of the Hon. William Byron, under 


a pretence that they had rejected many legal. 


votes for Mr. Eyre, which would have given. 
him a majority upon the poll. On the 6th of 
December following, Mr. Byron, and certain 
_ electors in his intereſt, preſented: two petitions 
to the houſe of commons, complaining of the 
ohduc return of Mr. Eyre. A committee was 

| choſen 
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choſen nne the 24th of a 
following, and, on the 27th of the ſame month, 
reported to the houſe, | 
Ih the honourable William bats 
. petitioner, ought to have been returned a bur- 
2222 n e e e 
7 | 
That Francis Eyre, and the HU 
* cledctors of the borough of Morpeth; in the 
* county of Northumberland, be at liberty to: 
« petition this honſe, to queſtion the election of 
* the Honourable William Byron, 3 
dus next, if they think fit.. | 
And, 6 
petition of Mr. eee eee 
charging Mr. Byron and Mr. Delme directly 
with bribery, by thermiſel ves and agents; and that 
by the partiality of the returning officers, in re- 
jecting the petitioner's votes, and by other corrupt 
and legal practices, an —_— majority was 
A fimilar petition had Wee been pre- 
pared by Mr. Bigge, and another by ſeveral 
aldermen and free burgeſſes of Morpeth; contain= 


Theſe 
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Theſe petitions were all ordered to be n 
into conſideration on the rath of July. 

The houſe being prorogued before that day, 
and the petitions not being renewed at the enſu- 
ing meeting of er 1 examination. of 
their merits took place. ae 

Axcriur State. This dae which is 

ſeated upon a ſmall river, called the Wentſbeck, 
is an ancient borough by preſcription. _ It has 
a bridge over the Wentſbeck, which runs almoſt 
through the centre . of the town. Being a a poſt 
| town, and having A great thoroy ughfare 1 to the 
north, it has ſeveral good inns, Ea an elegant 
towh-houſe, built by a late Earl of Carliſfe. 


It never ſent to Parliament till the firſt of 


Queen Mary, 1553. 5y 


 Conrogarion.—lt is governed by. two bai- 


— 


liffs and ſeven aldermen. | 


Rrenr OF Erzcrion—1694, . March ME Has | 


only in the bailiffs and free burgeſles of the faid 
borougn n. 5 
Nuk ER OF Vorers—200. = 
RETURN Orrrcexs—the ro baliffs. Eg 
Parzon—Earl of Carliſle. | . 
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BERWICK UPON ERH. 


| THE influence prevailing in Siem, lp 
of the Earl of Liſburne and Lord Dclaval ; each 
of thoſe noblemen having a ſufficient eight of 


laccreſt, ar preſent, to return one member. 


e 5 mtg 


In the year 1768, Sir John Huſſey Delaval 
und Robert Paris Taylor, eſq. were candidates 
wo repreſent this town in parliament, and had 
been fortunate enough to ſecure the inajor part 
of the reſident freemen in their intereſt, ſome 
time previous to the election. The candidates; 
| however, who were in oppoſition, canvaſſed, and 

obtained the promiſe of the votes of a great 
number of the non-reſident freemen, who then 
Lived in London, and agreed with a maſter of a 
own, and convey theſe men down to Berwick by 
water. - Upon covenanting to do this, the com- 
modore of the convoy received two hundred 


pounds. 
Mx. Taylor, Wan Pers with 


this account, was then in town, and, by acci- 
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dent, heard of the tranſaction > upon which he 
immediately went in ſearch of the admiral of this 
election cargo, whom he found. He ſoon per- 
ceived that this ſon of Neptune might, for a va- 
luable conſideration, be induced, not only to 
change his ſide, but alſo his courſe; and, for 
twice the ſum which had been given him to land 
his troops at Berwick, he arrived ſafe, and depo- 
fited them on Norwegian territories. By this 
manceuvre, Lord Delaval and Mr. Taylor 
took poſſeſſion of their ſeats without EINE EX= 
pence. | "IE 
Berwick, which is a town and county of it- 
| ſelf, had a caſtle, which is now in ruins ; but has 
ſitill a wall round it, built by order of Queen Eli- 
zabeth; and is farther ſtrengthened by its ſitua- 
tion, it being almoſt e by the river 
and the ſea. | 
This town was ſummoned to return ebe 
to to parliament i in the reign of Henry VIII. | 
_ CorrorarioNn.—By a charter granted by King 75 
James I. in the year 1602, it is governed by a 
mayor, recorder, one alderman, and four bailiffs, 
all of them choſen annually out of the burgeſſes 
of the town. | 
— Rri6Gur or ELECTION i March ine; : 
the freemen. reſident and non-reſident. - _ : 
11Vot hk = Ff _ 


ES 
S 


Non or — 

Rxronxtyo Orrcers—Mayor and four bat- 
liffs. 
Parzons—Earlof Liſburne and Lord Delaval. 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
PoLITICAL CHARACTER. 


Tu IS county preſents us with the moſt vio- 
lent conteſt, for ariſtocratic pre-eminence, that 
| Has happened for many years in this country. It 
aroſe between the late Earl of Halifax and the 
preſent Earl of Northampton, in oppoſition to 255 


late Earl Spencer. 
The effects of this ſtruggle" were of ſuch a ten- 


| dency to the parties embarked in it, as to cauſe the 
eſtates of the Earl of Halifax to be ſold ſoon after 
his death for the benefit of his credixors ; the Earl of 
Northampton, to live out of his native country; 
and the fortune of Earl Spencer to be ſo much 
hurt, as not yet to be entirely recovered. The 
final iſſue of the buſineſs however, was, that each 
party, at that rime, brought in one member ; and 
the enormous expences with which this paroxyſm 

„„ . -for 
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for power was accompanied, have ſince permitted 
the independent party to exerciſe their rights in 
the election of their repreſentatives. 

This county is divided into. twenty hundreds, 
containing the city of Peterborough, and eleven 
market towns, viz. Brackley, Daventry, High- 

ham-Ferrers, Kettering, Northampton, Oundle, 
Rockingham, Thrapſton, Towceſter, and Wel 
lingborough. It lies in the province of Can- 
terbury, and dioceſe of Peterborough, and has 

three hundred and thirty pariſhes. Ir ſends 
nine members to parliament ; viz. two knights 
of the ſhire for the county, two citizens for 
Peterborough, two burgeſſes for Northampton, 
two for Brackley, and one for Higham-Ferrers. 


NORTHAMPTON TOWN. 
PoLITICAL CHARACTER.—The right of elec- 
tion in this town being in the inhabitant houſe. 
holders, ſuch of them as receive an annual dona- 
: tion, diſtributed at Chriſtmas, are, by a ſpecial 
reſolution of the houſe, diſqualified from voting. 
This reſolution is not only repugnant to the 
ſpirit of what may be called the preſent com- 


mon law of the committees, but expreſsly con- 


trary to the deciſion on the Bedford PIG 
E 2 : 


4:23 NORTHAMPTON TOWN. 


in 1775 and 1792 ; when it was determined, Giic 


perſons receiving charity were not thereby diſ- 
abled from voting, but that receiving alms was a 
diſqualification. By this we are to underſtand, 
that the word alms and charity are not ſynony- 


CONTRARY DETERMINATIONS. 


In the caſe of Ayleſbury, 28th January 1698-9, 
it was reſolved, that all perſons receiving alms 
within the borough of Ayleſbury, purſuant to 
the will of Mr. Beresford, or any other perſons 
receiving amy other charity annually diſtributed with- 
in the ſaid town, are, in reſpect thereof, diſabled 
to vote in the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
Der. 4, 1708. In the caſe of the borough of 
Reading, it was reſolved, That ſuch perſons as 
Have, within #wo years laſt, received Kendricks 
charity, or any other annual charity, have no right 
to vote in the election of burgeſles to ſerve in 
In the Coventry caſe, February 24, 1701-2, 
it was reſolved, that the freemen of Coventry, re- 
ceiving elms or charity, have no right to vote in 

the election of citizens to ſerve in parliament. 
"8 1 8 In 


NORTHAMPTON TOWN. 429 


x In 1609, the houſe of commons reſolved, 

That alms meant only pariſh relief; and in the 
caſe of Sandwich, the 31½ of Oober the ſame 
year, it was eſpecially agreed to by the committee, 
that the freemen of the port of Sandwich inha- 
biting within the ſaid Port, although they re- 
ceive alms, have a right to vote. To reconcile 
theſe contradictory reſolutions, no other remedy - 
can be adopted but that of a plain and ſimple 
parliamentary reform! every queſtion of elec- 
tion right being, under the preſent form of 
repreſentation, equally inexplicable, the removal 
of which will employ the committees of the 
houſe of commons to the end of time, without. 
any other conſequence. than that of involving it 
In greater complication and intricacy. The ne- 
_ ceſlity of recurring to the plain and ſimple con- 
ſtitution of our Saxon anceſtors becomes every 
day more evident, when every maſter of a 
family, « or, in the modern acceptation of the form, 
every inhabitant houſekeeper, throughout Great 
Britain, ſhall be admitted to the free exerciſe 
of his franchiſe. The queſtions then reſpect- 
ing reſidence and non-reſidence, freemen ob- 
raining their excluſive. rights by private ' favour 
or purchaſe, and the endleſs train of abuſes and. 
impoſitions to which the houſe of commons and 
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the public are at preſent liable, would be re- 


moved. | 
The corporation of this town is in the in- 
tereſt of the Earl of Northampton, who is their 
recorder, and has the influence of _— 
one of their members. 
This town ſent a6 origine. 
Conronartox.—It was incorporated by char. 
ter of King James I. anno 16—, and conſiſts of 
a mayor, 2 bailiffs, a recorder, and 48 common- 
councilmen, out of whom the mayor is choſen, 
who is ever after reputed an alderman. 
Rte, or Ertcrion—1665, April 26—In the 
Nunzzr or Vorzas— 900. 
Rzrunxxixc Orricza—the Mayor. | 
Parzon—Earl of Northampton, partially, 


PETERBOROUGH CITY. 


n. inde- 
pendent of the county of Northampton, which 
extends over thirty-two towns and hamlets, 
in which the civil magiſtrates are appointed by 
royal commiſſion, and are veſted with the ſame 
power as the judges of afſize. 


The 
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The Kberty of the Tower Hamlets in the 
county of Middleſex, is ſimilar in every thing 
but the power of its magiſtrates, which does not 


exceed that of an ordinary juſtice of the peace 


for a county in the latter; while in the former 
it extends to the trial of capital offences, at 
their quarterly ſeſſions, which are held in this 

city. 

Ik̃hhe right of voting for members of parlia- 

ment does not, however, extend to the inha- 
bitants of theſe thirty-two towns and hamlets © 
care has been taken by the houſe of commons, 
in their reſolutions of the 13th of May, 1728, to 
confine that privilege to the inhabitants within 
the precincts of the Minſter, and the other in- 
habitants of the city alone, being houſetolders, 
not receiving alms, and paying ſcot and lot. 

The liberty of the Tower Hamlets, indeed, is 
altogether without repreſentation, though it em- 
braces the populous and opulent manufacturing 
diſtrict of Spital-fields; and extends from the 
borders of the city of London in Whitechapel, 
to Statford in the county of Eſſex; yet, like this 
liberty, it has all the other local diſtinctions of a 
ſeparate county, and each has a lord - lieutenant 
and a militia different from thoſe of the counties 
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of Middleſex and W in which they 
are ſituated. | 

Earl Fitzwilliam, the preſent lord-lieutenant 
of Peterborough Liberty, poſſeſſes the parlia- 
mentary patronage of this city, which he com- 
mands with as much eaſe as that of his burgage- 
tenures at Malton and his corporation at Hig. 
ham-Ferrers; and the dean and chapter of the 
cathedral appoint the returning officer. 

There being neither mayor, recorder, nor cor- 
poration in this city, the ſteward or bailiff of the 
chapter, officiates as. ſheriff at elections, and 
makes the return of its members. 

This city firſt ſent members to parliament anno 
1547, 1 Edward VI. 

Rrcur or Exc To — 1701, 16 June. Gn, . 
that the right was in the inhabitants paying ſcot 
and lot. 

1728, 9 April. The execution of the precept 
for clecting citizens to ſerve in parliament, and 
the making the return thereof, are in the bailiff 
of the faid city, appointed by the dean and 
chapter of the cathedral church of Peterbo- 

1728, 13 May. The right of electing citizens 
to ſerve in parliament fer the city of Peterbo- 
rough, is in the inhabitants within the precincts 

CY | of 
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of the minſter, being houſcholders not receiving 
alms, and other the inhabitants of the ſaid city, 


ying ſcot and lot. 

NuMBER oF VoTERS—500. 5 | 

 RerurninG Orricer—the bailiff of the ſaid 
city, appointed by the dean and chapter. 

PaTron—Earl ann 


| 


 BRACKLEY. 


PoLITICAL ci borough is 
under the ſole influence and patronage of the 
Duke of Bridgewater. The number of voters 
being only thirty-three, and thoſe being the pro- 
perty of his Grace, renders it totally ſubſeryient 
to ariſtocratic greatneſs. | 

Brackley never ſent to parliament till Ed- 
ward VI's reign. 

CorPoRaTION.—Tt is governed by a mayor, 
6 aldermen, and 26 burgeſſes. 

RH or Vorin&—1714, 20 April. Is in 
the perſons inhabiting ancient houſes, or in houſes 
built on ancient foundations, paying ſcot and 
. | SR 8 

Nu MER or VorERS—33. 

Rzerugninc Orricex—the Mayor. | 

PA TRON—Duke of Bridgewater. 
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PotrTrcar Srarx.— This borough, which ſendy 
but one member to parliament, is under the ſole 
influence, and at the entire diſpoſal of Earl Fitz- 
William; on which account a conteſt for the re- 
preſentation never happens. | 

This borough was incorporated. anno 2 and 3 
Philip and Mary, and then imprivileged to re- 


turn one burgels to parliament. 


CorrPorarion—Conſfiits of a mayor, 7 os 
men, and 13 capital burgeſſes. | 

| RiGur or Exscriox.— 1702, 28 January. Is 

in the mayor, aldermen, burgeſſes, and freemen, | 


being houicholders, and not receiving alms. 


Nuxvrr or VoTERS—21. 
Reruxxixs Orriczx— the mayor. 


| Parzox—Earl Fitzwilliam. 
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= 33, Vol. I. For Patron of the Borough of Ayleſbury, | 
read Marquis of Buckingham, who now influences the return 
of one member, and at the next general EY will pro; 


bably e command both. 
Page 34. For joint patrons -of the Borough of Great 


Marlow, read Thomas Williams, Eſq. and W. Lee Antonie, 


Eſq. the former having purchaſed the property of —_ 


Clayton, which, at the time of writing this book, 


manded half of the patronage of that borough. 

Page 45. For Patron of the Town of Cambridge, read 
John Mortlake, Eſq. i»fead of the Duke of Rutland. 

Page 108. For Proprietor of the Borough of Callington, 
'read Lord Clinton „Mr. Trefuſis having ſucceeded to that 
title. 

Page 114. Aſter the: account of Newport, add, Number 
of Voters, 60. Returning Officers---Two Vianders, or Pro< 
viders of Meat, appointed by the Lord of the MN Pro- 
prietor, the Duke of Northumberland. 


- Page 119. Omit all the five lines at the top of the page. 


Page 188. For Number of Voters atLyme-Regis, read 40; 
thirty-one of which number are non-reſidents. . | 

Page 195. After the account of frudport, for Patrons, read 
Patron. ; 

Page 281. After the account of Lymington, add Patron 
of the Borough, Sir Harry Burrard, Bart. - 

Page 284. At the conclufion of the account of W 5 
Hants, add Patrons of the Borough, Jervoiſe Clarke Jervoiſe, 
Eſq. and the Reverend Leonard Troughear Holmes. 

Page 286. After Newtown, Hants, add ' Proprietors of the 
Borough, Sir Richard Worſley, Sir John Barrington, and the 
Rev. Mr. Holmes, | 


Page 305. Aſier Alderman kale add, who influenced 


the election o of __ the laſt general election in 


1790. 
Page 327. For Patron of Rocheſter, read, Admiralty, one 


: member, 
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